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Rovers' late rally

AFP, Blackburn

Benni McCarthy made his
point to Sam Allardyce as the
South African's late goal put
Blackburn on course for a
crucial 2-1 win against

and was replaced by David Dunn,

Tottenham were steadily pushing Rovers
deeper into their own half and took the lead in
controversial circumstances after half an hour.

Lennon's cross from the right struck French
defender Gael Givet on the arm and referee
Peter Walton awarded a penalty.

can bring to the team,

Rovers fell behind to Robbie Keane's contro-

versial penalty in the first half.

But referee Peter Walton gave Blackburn a
helping hand when he harshly sent off Wilson
Palacios for two bookings in quick succession

with 10 minutes to play.

Tottenham couldn't hold on as McCarthy
pounced from close-range two minutes later
and then Andre Ooijer punished a mistake from
Brazilian goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes to score

the winner in the 89th minute.

Allardyce’s side are now five points clear of
the relegation zone ahead of the rest of

Saturday's fixtures.

[t was Tottenham who had made the more
positive start and Aaron Lennon tried to release
Keane only for goalkeeper Paul Robinson to

make the interception.

Blackburn responded with an El-Hadji
Diouf header from Morten Gamst Pedersen's
cross but the Senegal star failed to hit the target.

Robinson then did well to parry a shot from
Darren Bent to safety in the 18th minute after a
fine through ball from Palacios.

Blackburn were forced to make a change in
the 26th minute after Pedersen took a knock

_ r Tottenham on Saturday,
McCarthy has been reduced to a bit-part
role recently after Allardyce accused the striker
of being over-weight, but the former Porto star
was back in Blackburn's starting line-up at
Ewood Park and showed his manager what he

Robinson.

Keane ignored Ryan Nelsen's complaint
that the ball wasn't on the spot as he prepared
to take the penalty and calmly slotted past

With Rovers struggling to make any headway,
Allardyce made a surprise change at half-time.

He took off striker Jason Roberts, pushed central

defender Christopher Samba into attack and

broughton Ooijer to cover at the back.

It was a bold move from Allardyce and
Samba quickly made a nuisance of himself,
winning a header in the penalty area that fell to

Dioul, who sent his effort over the bar.

alifeline.

Lashing the ball long to Samba
Blackburn an outlet they lacked in the first half
but it still took Palacios's dismissal to give then

gave

The former Wigan midfielder had already

been booked for a foul on David Dunn a minute
earlier when he challenged the same player.

Dunn made the most of minimal contact and

Walton decided the tackle was worthy of a
second booking.
Blackburn threw players forward in search

of an equaliser and got in the 82nd minute

when McCarthy turned in Samba's flick for his
11thgoal of the season.

That set the stage for a grandstand finish. In
the 89th minute, Stephen Warnock sent over a
corner and, when Bent missed his header at the

near-post, Gomes could only help the ball onto

escape.

Ooijer, who tapped in to complete the great

Jose jibes at rivals

AFP, Rome
! C:ALC « | Inter Milan
QV' ‘0 boss Jose
Mourinho has

; | been cultiva-

|

| f | ting his favo-

- J urite siege
mentality at

the Serie A leaders ahead of

Sunday's trip to Udinese.

Inter lead second-placed
Juventus by seven points with
just nine matches remaining
but Mourinho is taking no
chances and has been trying to
wind up his Italian league
counterparts while motivating
his own troops.

[naninterviewonapopular
television show the former
Chelseamanager poured scorn
on the achievements of his
rivals and claimed Italian
media favour Juve and AC
Milan.

As he settles in for the title
run-in and the crucial
potential title-decider against
Juventus in Turin in two weeks
tme, Mourinho has been in
typically cantankerous mood.

'"Many coaches have won
the Champions League more
than once,” he said of Milan
coach Carlo Ancelotti's two
European crowns, "but only
one club (Milan in 2005) has
lostafinal afterleading 3-0."

Even Manchester United's
Sir Alex Ferguson didn't escape
Mourinho'sire.

"Ferguson has won it twice
but he's 68. In 23 years time
we'llsee howmanyl've won.”

If that wasn't enough,
Mourinho also claimed that
the media support his main
rivals.

"We have the Inter Channel

with its 45,000 subscribers,
Juve have (sport newspaper)
Tuttosport and Milan have
three TV stations and the
newspapers,” he said. "I feel a
bitlike Robin Hood."

[t is a tactic that Mourinho
often used at Chelsea and one
with which Ferguson has also
attempted to galvanise his
Manchester United players,
creating a feeling that the world
isagainstthem.

And it could not come at a
more opportune moment for
Inter who are in the midst of a
defensive crisis thatlooks set to
force Mourinho to once again
play his holding midfielder
Esteban Cambiasso at centre-
back.

The loss of marauding
Brazilian rightback Maicon for
the rest of the season is another
blow and means Mourinho will
either have to move captain
Javier Zanetti back from
midfield or give disgruntled left-
back Maxwell a starting berth
and switch teenager Davide
Santon fromlefttoright.

However, Udinese's

attacking options have been
severely hit by a nasty knee
ligament injury suffered by

Sunday
(1300 GMT unless stated)

AC Milan v Lecce (1900), Atalanta
v Fiorentina (1100), Caglian v
Catania, Juventus v Chievo,
Palermo v Torino, Reggina v

Genoa, AS Roma v Bologna,
Sampdona v Napoli, Siena v
Lazio, Udinese v Inter Milan
(1700)

Antonio DiNatale last Saturday
in Montenegro that could rule
him out for the rest of the
season.

Earlier in the campaign this
fixture would have been seen
as a potential stumbling block
for a top team as Udinese were
early Serie A pace-setters.

However, their form dipped
alarmingly and they have won
only three of their last 20 league
matches, although they are
[taly's only remaining
representatives in Europe.

Juventus's match at home
to Chievo looked a lot easier a
month ago as the 'flying
donkeys' propped up Serie A
formostoftheseason.

However an incredible
March saw them win three and
draw one in four matches and
suddenly Domenico Di Carlo's
side no longer look a soft touch
but instead appear to be more
durableopponents.

A trip to Juve and then the
visit of Milan in their next two
matches will put that theory to
astern test.

Milan for their part are still
trying to tie up third place to
ensure direct entry into next
season's Champions League
group stages and they host
lowly Lecce.

Ancelotti himself has
become very focused on that
objective in recent weeks and
even dismissed Mourinho's
jibes.

"T don't talk about him, I
don'trespondtowhat he says,"
said Ancelotti. "The aim is to
get back into the Champions
League and to go through a
season very different to this
one. We have to finish in the top
three."

AFP, Mexico City

The Mexican football federa-
tion said Friday it had
. appointed former coach Javier
Aguirre as their new handler a
day after sacking ex-England
manager Sven-Goran Eriksson.

Aguirre, 50, coached the
Mexicans at the 2002 World
Cup before moving to Spanish
side Osasuna and thereafter to
Atletico Madrid, who dis-
pensed with his services in
February.

Eriksson, 61, was fired after
barely ten months in the job
following Wednesday's disap-
pointing 3-1 loss to Honduras
in aWorld Cup qualifier, which
came after a previous defeat
regional rivals the United
States.

In between, the Mexicans
enjoyed a home success over
Costa Rica but the two away
reverses left them struggling to
make a berth in South Africa at
next year's finals a place below
the third guaranteed slot.

The fourth-placed team
must come through against the
fifth best from South America
inaplayoff.

Media reports said
Thursday that Eriksson is in
line to receive a handsome
payoff.

"His sacking will cost the
Mexican Federation 3.5 million
dollars,” reported El Universal
daily.

Eriksson, who was sacked

appoint Aguirre
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after just 13 matches at the
helm having only taken the
post last June, was earning a
reported seven million dollars
ayear.

When he stepped down as
England boss after the last
World Cup he received a six-
million pound (8.5 million
dollar) golden parachute.,

Ayear later he took the reins
at Manchester City but he was
relieved of his post after asingle
midtable season and then to
general surprise crossed the
Atlantic to replace the sacked
Hugo Sanchez.

El Universal suggested that
not qualifying could costin the
region of 500 million dollars in
potential commercial receipts,

Eriksson's personal man-
ager Athole Still meanwhile

told Sky Sports News he
thought taking the Mexican job
was a mistake,

“We discussed itand I think
the big decision for Sven was
getting back into theWorld Cup
and going to South Africa. Also
because his son works in soccer
schools over there and Sven is
connected so there were family
issues there.

"But I felt that he should
have stayed in Europe,” said
Still, who denied any contact
between the Swede and
English Premiership strugglers
Portsmouth.

Still suggested Eriksson's
next port of callwould be with a
big-name club but added that

"if the right job came up he
might go for anuther interna-
tional team again."
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Tottenham Hotspur striker Robbie Keane (2nd from L

Park on Saturday.
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) scores the opening goal from a penalty against Blackburn Rovers during their Premier League encounter at Ewood

Some relief
for Valencia

AFP, Madrid

Must-win for United

AFP, Manchester

Spanish first division side
Valencia has received a loan of
50 million euros and plans a
capital increase to help it over
a financial crisis threatening
the club.

Valencia's chief executive
Javier Gomez made the
announcement to players on
Friday.

The two-time Champions
League finalists suspended
payments to players in
February and stopped work
on a new stadium amid a total
debt which Spanish news
reports have putataround 450
million euros (600 million
dollars).

'It's positive and major
news for everyone," striker
David Villa, the top scorer at
Euro 2008 which was won by
Spain, said of the loan.

"We only have 10 matches,
and whatwe can do to help the
club economically is to qualify
for the Champions League,"
he said.

The loan will give some
breathing space to the club,
whose financial problems
have been exacerbated by a
drop in form in which they
have just one win from their
lastseven matches.

Valencia, based in Spain's
third-largest city, have been
eliminated from this season's
UEFA Cup and the Spanish
Cup and are in sixth place in
the Primera Liga, five points
from the fourth place that
would see them qualify for the
Champions League.

The club had hoped to sell
land around its 55,000-seat
Mestalla stadium to finance
the building of a new 75,000-

.capacity ground with an esti-

mated cost of 200 million

| euros.

But last year Spain entered
a steep recession as the cheap
credit which had fuelled a

' decade-long real estate boom
| dried up due to the global
| financial crisis, making it hard

forValenciatosell theland.

Button grabs
pole again

E AFP, Sepang

| & 5
Jenson Button in his Brawn

stormed to pole position for
the Malaysian Grand Prix
Saturday, topping the times
during qualifying ahead of
Toyota's Jarno Trulli.

The Briton swept around
the 5.5 kilometre (3.4 mile)
Sepang circuit in one minute
35.181 seconds to burn off his
rivals in an eventful hour-long
qualifying.

But there was misery for
Ferrari's Felipe Massa who
only managed 16th while
McLaren's disastrous week-
end continued with world
champion Lewis Hamilton
13th fastest and his teammate
Heikki Kovalainen 14th.

Third fastest was Sebastien
Vettel in his Red Bull but he is
carrying a 10-place grid pen-
alty from the Australian Grand
Prixso startsin 13th.

Button's teammate Rubens
Barrchello wasfourth quickest
but he has a five-place grid
penaltyso starts ninth

Timo Glock in the other
Toyota will be third on the grid
alongside Nico Rosberg in his
Williams-Toyola.

Manchester
{United's
shell-shocked
stars have
admitted that
Sunday's
Premier
League clash with Aston Villa at
Old Trafford has developed
into a must-win game for Sir
AlexFerguson's faltering cham-
pions.

United, who held a seven-
point lead over their closest
challengers just three weeks
ago, have seen their aura of
invincibility shattered by
successive defeats against
Liverpooland Fulham.

Liverpool have emerged as
the form team and United's
players are acutely aware that
any further stumbles could
undo their exemplary work
earlier in the season.

With Martin O'Neill's Villa
also struggling for form, and
without a league victory at Old
Trafford since 1983, United
midfielder Michael Carrick and
goalkeeper Edwin van der Sar
admit that they simply have to
get back to winning ways on
Sunday.

Carrick said: "We'd gone so
long without a Ieague defeat
that, when it happened against
Liverpool, itwas a bit of a shock
to the system, especially when
you consider the run we had
been on and how we had been
playing.

"But you're going to lose
games through the season. It's
veryrareyoudon't. We've just got
to bounce back -- we've done it
beforeandwe'lldoitagain.

"It's not a case of changing
everything because we'velosta
couple of matches -- we've got
to focus on doing what we do
best and hopefully go on
anotherwinningrun.”

Van der Sar, who has now
conceded six goals in his last
two league games, insists that
United -- without the sus-
pended trio of Wayne Rooney,
Paul Scholes and Nemanja
Vidic and the injured Dimitar
Berbatov -- cannotallow them-
selves to be sidetracked by the
costly defeats against
Liverpooland Fulham.

He said: "If you put it into
context, then we have lost two
games in four months. Overall,
that's not a bad record, but
because the emphasis has
been placed on the last two

games, itlooks verybad.

"We are not too worried, but
we do need to win the next
game and the Villa fixture is a
massive game forus.”

Ferguson meanwhile
believes that the Fulham defeat

- In a match which United
finished with nine men -- will
have served as a welcome
wake-up call for a squad that
may have begun to take their
compliments for granted.

"Everybody likes to read
good things about them-
selves,” the Scot said. "We do,
it's a natural thing to do. So it
can have an effect.

"There are a lot of young
players in our dressing-room,
SO maybe it was a good time for
us to get that defeat at Fulham
in particular.

"What we have to do now is
win our next games. The chal-
lenge is always there for this
club but the important thing is
for the players to focus on who
they are, what they're good at
andwe'llbe okay.”

Villa, who have slipped out
of the top four in recent weeks
after picking up just one point
from five games, will be with-
out the injured Emile Heskey
against United.

Scotland call time on duo

E a Football

AFP, Glasgow

Barry Ferguson and Allan
McGregor were on Friday told
their Scotland international
careers were over, as the hang-
over from their controversial,
late-night drinking session grew
steadilyworse.

- The pair were also sus-
pended for two weeks without
pay by their club Rangers after
being sent home from training
earlierin the day.

They were involved in a
drinking session at Scotland's
team hotel at the weekend and
then enraged team bosses by
apparently making V-signs
while on the bench after being
dropped forWednesday'sWorld
Cup 2-1 win over Iceland at
Hampden.

“In light of the events of the
past 48 hours and following
further discussions between the
national team manager and the
chief executive, it has been
decided that Barry Ferguson
and Allan McGregor will no
longer be considered for inter-
national selection by Scotland,”
said a Scottish Football
Association (SFA) spokesman.

"This action has been taken
in the best interest of the squad,

the fans and the country. We are
determined to qua].l.fy for the
World Cup and we must ensure

that nothing is allowed to dis-
tract us from achieving this
goal.”

Midfielder Ferguson, who
was Scotland captain and has
been capped 45 times, told
Rangers' official website that he
was ashamed by the events of
thelastweek

"l deeply regret what hap-
pened last weekend and the
events during the last week and
apologise wholeheartedly for
the embarrassment caused to
Scotland, Rangers, both sets of
supporters and my friends and
family,” he said.

"I have always considered
playing for Rangers and
Scotland an honour and a
privilege and nothing will
change that and I am bittérly
disappointed by the announce-
ment that I will not be selected
forScotland again.”

Goalkeeper McGregor,
whose fourth and last cap came
against the Dutch after replac-
ing Sunderland’s Craig Gordon,
was also full of regrets.

“We all make mistakes in life
and I am very disappointed to
have let Rangers, Scotland, my
familyand all the fans down," he
said.

“Iam also desperatelydisap-
pointed that I will not be
selected again for Scotland at
thisstageinmycareer.”

The SFA said they had been
deluged by phone calls and e-
mails from Scotland fans out-
raged over the behaviour of the
two Rangers stars which came
after a 3-0 defeat against
Holland in aWorld Cup qualifier
in Amsterdam on Saturday:

Following a further meeting
between SFA chief executive
Gordon Smith and manager
George Burley, it was decided
neither player would play for
Scotland again.

Burley had insisted after
Wednesday's game that both
players would stll be involved
in future squads.

But, following a summit
between the manager and
Smith, the SFA performed a
dramaticu-turmn.

David Weir will take over the
Rangers captaincy having
deputised for Ferguson when
the midfielderwas injured.

"It's an honour to play for
Rangers, far less captain

ers,” saidWeir.

"It's great, although obwi-
ously I would rather Barry was
here being captain. I've filled in
for him in the pastand I've been
more than happytodo that.”

PHOTO AFP
British Formula One driver Jenson Button of Brawn celebrates his pole position at the end of the
Malaysian Grand Prix qualifying round in Sepang on Saturday.

I was an idiot:
Podolski

AFP, Berlin

Germany striker Lukas
Podolski admitted on

Saturday that he had been an ";‘

“idiot” for slapping national
captain Michael Ballack dur-
ing a World Cup qualifier
againstWales.

“I have to realise that I was
an idiot,” Podolski told the
Bild tabloid of the incident
that occurred on Wednesday.
“Unfortunatelyl over-reacted.

"The whole thing is now
over. I have no problem with
Michael Ballack - we've talked
between ourselves.”

German footballing legend
Franz Beckenbauer, writing in
his Bild column, said “this
gesture could notbe tolerated”.

'If a slap given to Michael

Ballack had gone unpunished, -

it would not really have been
the right signal sent to the
team,” hesaid.

"Apparently, there is some-
thing hatching at the heart of
theteam.”

In an attempt to dampen
the furore swirling around
Podolski, the German football
federation announced on
| Friday that the striker would
contribute 5,000 euros
towards a fair play initatve
organised by the federation.

Podolski, who had dis-
agreed with Ballack over tac-
tics, has received the support
of his club manager Jurgen
Klinsmann, himself a former
striker for the German team.

[taly line up
friendlies

AFP, Rome

World champions Italy will
face Northern Ireland and
New Zealand in {riendlies In
June as part of the build-up to
the Confederations Cup in
South Africa, the Italian foot-
ball federation (FIGC)
announced.

Marcello Lippi's side will
face Northern Ireland on June
6 at an Italian venue yet to be
confirmed and then the Kiwis
in South Africaon June 10.

The Confederations Cup
takes place from June 14-28.

Klinsi plans
long stay at
Munich

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich coach Jurgen
Klinsmann sees himself stay-
ing for a long time with the
Bundesliga giants.

"There’'s no limit to the
time. Of course someone will
succeed me, that's partly the
nature of things but I hope that
will only happen a very, very
long time off,” Klinsmann said
in an interview with the
Munchner Merkur daily.

"I get an enormous amount
of happiness from my job,
that's why I've not got anything
planned out over one, two,
three or even the next four
years,” said the 44-year-old
former Germany coach whose
contractrunsoutin2010.

Bayern are level on both
points and goals with
Wolfsburg, their Bundesliga
opponents on Saturday, just
behind league leaders Hertha
Berlin.

They then travel to
Barcelona's Nou Camp sta-
dium for Wednesday's
Champions League quarter-
final firstleg clash.
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