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Shilpa Shetty
to star in
EastEnders?

Ujandhol reverberates with
tunes of Shah Abdul Karim

[IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Theatre festival by

Aboyob Natyadal
at BSA

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

the cultural session,

Mosharral Hossain chaired a discussion on the occasion.
Additional Divisional Commissioner, Fazlur Rahman: Derai
upazila Vice-chairman Chhabi Chowdhury and UNO Abdur

The two-day '‘Baul Shah Abdul Karim Loko Utshab' ended at the

_ _ others were also present at the event pre-
home village of the living legend yesterday afternoon.

E S _ Rahimalsoattendedthediscussion. @ = | SR | ..........c00enceersnssuesensesnsnsnansessesstssessusansiasans sided over by SM Taslim, president of
Banglalink honoured Karim at the concluding programme. A o | :
Y | : | The nonagenarian composer and singer of many popular _ Aboyob.
similar event was organised to honour the eminent artiste last SR : Featuring plays by theatre troupes both . : .
vear as well songs has been suffering from age related ailments for years. On the opening day, Nagorik Natyangan

from the capital and outside Dhaka, a
weeklong theatre festival started at the
National Theatre Stage, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) from April 3.
Aboyob Natyadal has organised the festival
tocelebrateits 12th anniversary.

With the slogan, "Antoh Gagoney Bajey
Krishtir Dhol,” the theatre troupe started
the festival with a painting competition for
children on April 3. In the evening, noted
cultural activist Kamal Lohani inaugurated
the festival formally. Secretary general of
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation,
Jhuna Chowdhury, poet Kazi Rosy and

The bard stays at his cottage in the remote village under Derai
upazila of Sunamganj. Many Baul singers of the region are his
disciples.

Former lawmaker Nasiruddin Ahmed Chowdhury joined the
musical programme in the evening. Singers Abdur Rahman
Bayati, Maqsud, Jewel, Latif Sarker along with over a hundred

Bauls performed wellinto the night before a sizeable audience.
Karim was honoured with an Ekushey Padakin 2001.

presented its 15th production,
"Pragoitihashik.” An adaptation of a short
story by Manik Bandopadhyay, the play
was scripted by Mahmudul Islam Selim
and directed by Lucky Inam.

A roundtable on the recent trends of
theatre movement in the country was held
on the second day of the festival at the
Seminar Hall of BSA. Bodhon Theatre from
Kushtia staged the play "Bakphul Konya”
intheevening.

Today, theatre troupe Jibon Sanket from
Habiganj will stage the play "Strir Patro,”
based on the classic shortstory by Tagore.

[naugurating the two-day fest at Ujandhol village on Friday
afternoon, local lawmaker Suranjit Sengupta said, “Shah Abdul
Karim devoted his life and works to inspire the common folk.
These are national assets. We have to preserve and uphold his
creations. A Shah Abdul Karim Academy would be set up here

ahead of the folk festival next year.”
Although the inaugural function did not draw much audi-
ence, people thronged the venue in the evening as Bauls joined

Actress Shilpa Shetty has appar-

ently been approached to star in
"EastEnders.”

The 32-year-old actress is said to
be in talks with the producers of the
hit BBC series, where she is likely to
play a member of a new Asian
family about to move into Albert
Square, reports The Daily Express.

Meanwhile, Shetty, who rose to
international stardom with Brit-

‘aiff's' "Celébtity Big Brother," has *
bought a 10 million pounds man-
sion inWeybridge, Surrey, recently.

She 1s expected to move in after
marrying London-born millionaire
RajKundra.
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The play " Pragoitihashik" by Nagorik Natyangan was staged on the first day
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