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Outrageous Lawsuits o Khaleda's cantonment house

n en e l allocated flouting rules
Fraudulent Admission Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said the 6 Shaheed
Thomas Bentley of New Jersey is suing his former law school, . Mainul Road house in Dhaka Cantonment was allocated to

St. Thomas University Law School of Miami, for having admit-
ted him to law school (he was later one of 40 students expelled
for insufficient grades). The Florida law school's attrition rate
isin keeping with the national average.

Presumably, Bentley initially asked the university to admit
him but that didn't stop his lawyer Michael Lombardi from
saying, witha straight face:

discrimination

In view of the International Women's Day 2009, Law Desk (LD) sent a questionnaire to some

Khaleda Zia violating the Cantonment Board's rules and her
cabinetwould decide about cancellation of the allocation.

'She [Leader of the Opposition Khaleda Zia] should not keep
the house ignoring the law. She should leave the house will-
ingly," Hasina, also leader of the House, said in parliament.

The premier said if Khaleda returns the house the govern-
ment would construct apartment buildings on that 2,72-acre
land and allocate two apartments for each of the families of

| ey re notsupposed to accept students who don'thavea | o cerned citizens so as to learn their positions on different issues related to women's rights | army officers, who were brutally killed in the BDR carnage. -The
reasonable prospect of completing law school." ; ‘ : , : Daily Star, April 02,2009
S pobiat oo et movement. The response that we have received will be shared with you in two consecutive Fire safety laws enough,
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On November 30, .':()gm. Gail Davidson swore private informa- | iSSUES. Hereby we are publlShlng the rEPIIES from Ms. Saira Rahman Khan (SRK), Assistant 3n£0r::ement :'msslr}g e
tion in V. r, British Columbia accusing George W. Bush, : : : : Slack enforcement of existing laws and lack of public awareness
i T ekl S et S Professor, School of Law, BRAC University, and Barrister Moyeen Firozee (MF), Advocate, make any multi-storied building vulnerable to fires, rendering
sought to have the President arrested and brought to British Supreme Court of Bangladesh g;ﬂ&??.{lﬂrgﬂ%ﬁdﬁ;ﬁ said experts at a roundtable on "Fire
Columbia to answer herhcomplaml. L tvhen ﬂ?e S P : Noted architects, structural engineers and high-ranking
pressed the issue, she admitted that she was "not asking ... for _ government officials took part in the discussion jointly organ-
process to issue”. The Court realized that she was trying to use | Law Desk (LD): What is the relevance of 1sed by the Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB) and The
the justice system for "political” purposes. International Women's Day (IWD)? Does Daily Star at the latter's conference room.

"Pursuant to its inherent jurisdiction, wrote Justice | itmakeanydifference? . "There are adequate laws and code on fire prevention and
Satanove in Davidson v Attorney General in 2005 BCSC 1765, | Ms. Saira Rahman Khan (SRK): In rﬂjﬁllf}’ safety measures," said (Zhie{ Architegt of qulic fvurks ministry's
“this court may stay or dismiss a proceeding where the process | IWD should be a reflection of our differ- architecture department ASM Ismail, adding, "What we lack is
of the court is employed for some ulterior orimproper purpose | ent realities as women, (:c'tmple_te with implementation.” -The Daily Star, April 01,2009

. . 1 am dismissing the applicant's Petition | €ontradictions, loopholes and different ' :
R L way- g PP priorities, In Bangladesh, workshops Allg 21 grenade attack pr obe doctored
SERUADISE O praceSY and rallies are held to reflect these and Criminal Investigation Department (CID) filed a case against
MevMe to hi.gh'ligh_l issues such as ﬁnlencc. three of its former investigators in connection with intentionally
An inmate filed a $5 million lawsuit against himself (he discrimination, etc. In my opinion, IWD misdirecting the probe into the August 21 grenade attack case.

o , : T Py 5 \ should be the day where every woman They are also accused of destroying evidence and forcing
claimed that he violated his own civil rights by getting | ¢p,,41d take the patriarchal bull by the people into making confessional statements. All three investi-
arrested) -- then asked the state to pay because he has no | horns and give it a good shake! gated the case during the BNP-led four-party alliance govern-
income in jail. However, it is also my opinion that ment's tenure.

He said, "I want to pay myself $5 million dollars, but ask | women should not have just one day to CID's Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) Fazlul Kabir,
the state to pay it on my behalf since I can't work and am a | air their collective grievances and voice the present investigation officer of the grenade attack case, filed
ward of the state.” The judge was not impressed by his inge- | their collective rights. Incidents of the case Sunday night with Paltan Police Station against retired
nuity, and dismissed the suit as frivolous. (Source: CALA) violence and discrin}ine‘ltiun happen special superintendent (SS) of CID and former supervisor of the

every day in women's lives, SVEIEOD case Ruhul Amin and two retired ASPs Abdur Rashid and Munshi
= | ButYou're More Stupider IWD, some woman somewhere is being e Ve wa A Atiqur Rahman, former investigation officers of the case. -The
A convicted bank robber on parole robbed a California ;i‘)lg?;;dh Ii?lviycc?;:fn?; ;nr:arilsy :112 ;;-:n‘* Daily Star, March 31, 2009.
. angladesh, : syoel we
l contaning th hidden Security Pa i his fron pants | "Lk  diffrence, because nothing S S | Publicprocurementlawtobeamended
: _ | is being done to rectify the problems > 27001 e ian e v ZIOP( Pe den's 4% The government is going to bring fresh amendments to the
pocket. The Security Pac released tear gas and red dye result highlighted every IWD. In an ideal ARk ie e - 0 At e | * ' ,
{ng I Secord andthid Qegreahuradvesirins DeRBREntata A abie e i kN Hani SESTURE) A Pubilc Prcmurementm:rt, which was mad:im bring transparency
Botaiin ::iigéwoman STy ainpls Hay ! l 21081 Ne in g;w;rlnmentexpendnu;e un]derdunﬁrs. pI’E’?t,JSlLIIEI.)
. L We din'e 2 IC lon ! ic Pr ent

The bank‘mbber sue.d the bank, the SEFUﬂW Pac manufac- I LD: Whatare the prior ity areas that ”E’E:’f 'nternatlona CTOPY Ko Son"e TTORL W o Act) lils}:i; I:;[:;L;E?;EE tzgiun?[.tljlemtin?a:rijrl: {J]fcgﬂfe?;::l?nt'ﬁ
turer, the city the police and the hospital. (Source: ATRA: | t0 be addressed in upholding women's Women's S E;f?"w: i development programmes including those in power sector... So,
Candelario v. City of Oakland, No. 628960-3 Cal. App. Dep't | rights and ensuring equality between S ey ) ) itwould be revised," Finance Minister AMA Muhith said ata pre-
Super. Ct. 1987) women and men? Day budget discussion with Economic Reporters' Forum (ERF).

Source: www.duhaime.org

im lexicon

Res judicata - A rule of civil law that once a matter has been
litigated and final judgment has been rendered by the trial court,
the matter cannot be relitigated by the parties in the same court,
or any other trial court. A court will use res judicata to deny
reconsideration ofa matter.

Enw

Rescission - The unmaking orundoing of a contract; repeal.
Research - A careful hunting for facts or truth about a subject;
Inquiry; investigation.

Resolution - The formal adoption of amotion.

Respondeat superior - Literally, "a superior (or master) must
answer.  The doctrine which holds that employers are responsi-
ble for the acts and omissions of their employees and agents,

SRK: Before we get into 'gender equal-
ity’, we need to ensure 'gender equity'
and give women what is rightfully
theirs. Women are deprived of property
rights, discriminated in the law and by
society and taken undue advantage of.
The first priority is to ensure gender
equity, ensure proper and effective
implementation of laws, and change
social attitudes towards women.

LD: Do you think our government is
committed enough to dealing with
women's issues?

SRK: The fact that the government is yet
to lift reservations on Article 2 of
CEDAW speaks volumes in this regard.
LD: What role citizenry can play in
making a safer world for all irrespective
ofgender?

SRK: Just as 'Charity begins at home',
citizens of Bangladesh, irrespective of
social or economic standing, must

impart to their children, irrespective of

sex, the lesson to respect mothers and
sisters to ensure a safer, better and

=

political event protesting against work-
ing conditions for women, the day to
some extent has lost its political impor-
tance, and becomes simply an occasion
for men to express their love to the
women around them. Despite that IWD
gives us an opportunity to remind our-
selves about some core issues that often
remain unnoticed.

LD: Do you see any marked change in
terms of realising women's rights in all
spheres of society during the last
decade?

MEF: Not in overall perspective. But
most noticeable change is that people
are freely talking about women's
rights, specially women in Bangladesh
themselves become more vocal which,
[ believe, will lead towards achieving
success in establishing women's rights
inall spheres of society.

LD: What are the priority areas that

education. Itis hard to change a grown-
up person's mind. But appropriate
curriculum with proper guidance from
trained teachers can make a real differ-
ence from the very early age of a person.
Schools also should have programme to
educate the parents of the respective
students. The phrase 'ensuring equal-
ity between women and men' can itself
bring inequality. What is important is
to give equal opportunity and equal
treatment to both women and men
whereby each woman will place herself
in accordance with her own ability and
aspiration.

LD: What role citizenry can play in
making a safer world for all irrespective
of gender?

MEF: Abusive behaviour of one gender
to the other is not what is worrying, it is
the lack of social responsibility that
tacitly endorses the view that abuse

Muhith also said he approved a Tk 243-crore 'arrear’ ¢ash
Incentive in export sector as part of the bailout package to face
theimpactofglobal recession. -The Daily Star, March 31, 2009,

Banned Kuwait-based NGO

runs covertly

The Bangladesh chapter of Kuwait-based NGO Revival of
Islamic Heritage Society (RIHS) is still running its offices and
covert activities although its registration was cancelled nearly
(wo years ago.

The NGO spends at least Tk 2 lakh a month, said a few con-
tractors who worked for RIHS. But the source of this money
remains mysterious because foreign funding of RIHS was
stopped and its bank accounts closed following the cancellation
ofregistration, theysaid. - The Daily Star, March 31, 2009.

RTTIbill passed

The House passed the much-awaited bill to continue people's
right to information, incorporating a parliamentary body's
recommendation to limit a few organisations' absolute author-
ity to refuse to divulge information.

As per the provisions of the bill, all organisations registered
under the law of the land will be bound to provide citizens with
information on matters of public interests.

- whendone within the scope of the employees' duties. , _ ; towards women is taken for granted. | . .
- more respectful society. need “:»' b_ﬂ' addressed £ “Phﬂfd‘{’?g Mere enactment of laws will never Organisations that enjoy legal coverage to keep some infor-
Respondent - The person against whom an appealis taken. : L/OMEN'S ITghts and ensuring eguality. aqdress'the issue, till more is done to | mationundisclosedwill have totake permission of the informa-
o LD: What is the relevance of betweenwomenandmen? create social awareness, give appropri- | tioncommission to deny information sought, the parliamentary
Rest - A party is said to "rest” or "rest its case” when it has pre- {nrernanunaﬂfamen's Dﬂy (IWD)? Does MF: Nﬂthiﬂg can be achieved unless we ate respect to each other and enhance gtanding committee on information minigt_r}r recommended in
sented all the evidenceitintends to offer. itmake any difference? change our mindset towards women familyvalues and bond. its scrutiny report on the bill. - The Daily Star, March 30, 2009.
: | | Barrister Moyeen Firozee (MF): and their basic human rights. Most - .
Source: Junst intematonal. Although historically IWD started as a important priority area is the primary Compiled by: Law Desk. Bill on CrPCto be examined fUI'thEI’
The government has decided to further scrutinise the Code of
- * Criminal Procedure (CrPC) (Amendment) Bill 2009 empowering
1 - e d ..:-' the executive magistrates to take cognisance of offences, Law
RIGHTS lnveStl ] atlon m. Minister Shafique Ahmed said.
g o= \ Talking to reporters after a meeting with police top brass led
by Inspector General of Police (IGP) Nur Mohammad, the minis-
M . ter said they would take seven more days to scrutinise the bill to
0 i . avoid any conflict of power between the metropolitan police
H u I I |an TraﬁICkI n Eve bOd S b u SI neSS and the executive magistrates.
- The police delegation told the minister at the meeting that the
power the metropolitan police are exercising for long 33 years
HE increased global scope of there is no threat or use of force. elements oftheir operations, including regarding human trafficking, raise business activities. Participants slmuld‘nm E:F et :lm; EEE [heggl. e Law mm_lfster smdd
corporate activity today Trafficking need not be across borders; their products, premises and services awareness of the issues, and determine  showed particular interest in gaining th~e D e AR o e‘Cr s nln?nt. o
: demar}ds that businesses it can occur within the borders of a are not contributing to human traffick- how the UN system can more effec- greater knowledge about interna- WlDave L -fmmnﬂ-ms b?t“een {4 executl;«emaglstmles
:}E:I.mn SUEIGVET0 the many ways singlecountry. ing. Doing so enables companies to tively support business efforts to com- tional standards and showed interest s SRR LS. The ally Star Murchi S0, 200
and negatively a?:::tbrfmgf?;ﬁg Whybusinesses should be concerned: 1o 6. 'k and ensure that (e bat the problem, the UN Global in exchanging information about | Equal edn, health rights for children
around the world. Although the con- Themcreasmgiycqn}plexmmpusitjon FLfrther e ame?;z;ln;m;‘u;;ﬁ Compact, UN.GIFT and the ILO m*cti}l;mry best practices. Additionally, | prime Minister (PM) Sheikh Hasina said her government would
nection between business and human  ©f corporate activity, with various ways m'help einﬂnate tha exlapeice’a Eemeduq toproduceandadministera with respect to technical guidance, | reyamp the Children Act 1974 suiting the situation of the day to
raffickingmay notbe initiallyevident, SUPPlier and subcon@x;mr relation- human trafficking through the promo- anate,: "”chr survey on Human ;::min;?any participants were particu- | ensure equal facilities for children of all strata of society.
human trafficking should be of press- SDiPs, challenges the ability of compa- Honol o bR ik ot cup s Trafficking apdaspody g dar ylmterested ”; Uﬂlm% and policy 'The Children Act 1974 will be amended to keep pace with the
ing concern to companies especially €S 10 monitor their activities around social responsibility in an ef;l; T While companies did indicate that EV; opment and also indicated that | ;e Children from capital Dhaka to a remote village will get
those with international operations 1€ world. However, because human enhance stakeholder relationships and they were aware of human trafficking  Bul ,ance on measuring impact and equal facilities ofeducation and health services,” PM said.
and/or complex supply and produc- trafﬁcku_rlg violates international PRV blsingss Sevirohicent P and there was a general consensus auditing, as well as communications, The premier unveiled her grand alliance government' s egali-
tion chains. human' rights norms and laws, often amongst participants that human wolid e bf’n‘?ﬁ“a]* tarian policy about the rights of the children while addressing
¥ Human trafficking is defined in 9efies international labor standards, Private sector survey on human traf- Uafficking is morally unacceptable, As the "Private Sector Survey on | (he prize giving ceremony of a national cultural competition at

international law as the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harbouring or
receipt of persons, by means of threat
or use of force or other forms of coer-
cion, of abduction, of fraud, of decep-
tion, of the abuse of power or of a posi-
tion of vulnerability[...] for the purpose
ofexploitation.

Exploitation includes sexual exploi-
tation, forced labour, slavery-like
practices, servitude or the removal of
organs. Forced or compulsorylabour is
all work or service, which is exacted
from any person under the menace of a
penalty and for which the person has
not offered himself or herself volun-
tarily. Itisirrelevant whether the person
was paid for the work or service.

The definition of trafficking consists
of three core elements, the action of
trafficking, the means and the purpose.
Ifall the elements of human trafficking
are present, the fact that an adult ini-

and regularly involves corruption,
businesses should ensure that all

ficking: In order to better understand
corporate perceptions and concems

g
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the relationship between business
and human trafficking proved less
evident to those who took the survey,
Less than 20% of participants indi-
cated that human trafficking posed a
serious threat to the security of their
global supply chains and only 31%
identified being motivated to address
human trafficking in order to manage
risk and maintain the company's
reputation,

Further, less than 60% of busi-
nesses consulted reported having a
company policy that addresses
human trafficking and only 18% of
companies made use of risk assess-
ments.

Similarly, while 72% of participants
indicated that their CSR staff would
benefit from guidance material and or
training on human trafficking, only

Human Trafficking' indicates, the
connection between human traf-
ficking and business has yet to be
sufficiently recognized by most
companies. While unmonitored
business activity has the potential to
aid human trafficking, companies
also have the means to contribute to
its eradication. Further, businesses
must realise that by failing to
address human trafficking they risk
violating international standards
and laws, tarnishing their reputa-
tion, and ruining stakeholder rela-
tionships.

Companies can avoid the risk of
human trafficking by taking steps to
make it harder for traffickers to
traffic people using their products,
premises or services and by helping
raise awareness of the problem.
Some other steps include adopting
and implementing corporate poli-

the Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Center in the
afternoon. -The Daily Star, March 29, 2008.

Sangsad to seal govt's judicial power
Parliament is scheduled to pass the much-talked about bill
designed to continue separation of the judiciary:.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Shafique
Ahmed told The Daily Star that unless the House decides other-
wise, the new law will have a provision allowing the government
(o empower the executive magistrates to take cognisance of
offences.

The parliamentary standing committee on the law ministry
recommended the provision inits scrutiny report on the bill.

Meanwhile, Parliament Secretariat officials said another
crucial bill, Right to Information Act-2009, too has been
included in the orders of the day for the House, which returns
froma 10-dayrecess. - The Daily Star, March 29, 2009.
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Dear reader, !
You may send us your daily life legal problems inclu-
ding family, financial, land or any other issues.

|
Z 36% believed that e t with
_ 0 0 0 O 6 2 l gsenjnrmanagcm:nt»:f:i&gar:q
é The survey's results clearly indi-
THE ANTI ‘HUMAN TRAFFICKING . cate that companies are in need of
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Legal experts will answer those. Please send your mails,
queries, andopinionsto: LawDesk, The Lily Star 19Karwan
Bazar, Dhaka-1215; telephone: 8124944,8124955, fax
8125155; email: dslawdesk@yahoo.co.uk,
lawdesk@thedailystar.net '

cies with commitments to respect
human rights, labour standards and
anti-corruption,

tially consented is irrelevant. It is also
considered trafficking if the victim had
N0 real or acceptable alternative but to
submit to the abuse. If the victim is a
child, itis considered trafficking even if

= increased access to information about
ghuman trafficking and the relation-

_ Source: The United Nations Global Initiative to Fight
ship between human trafficking and

Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT).




