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Obama sets goal of

world without nukes

US president brings Afghan
plan to Nato allies

‘ N

3 bullet-hit,
1 hacked in
land dispute

A CORRESPONDENT, Nganj

Four of a family were injured
in a clash over a disputed land

CID to quiz

FROM PAGE 1
their statements, if necessary,

to gather information, "Itis no
secret that they talked to the
mutineers--they were quoted
in newspapers and shown on
television channels,” said
Akand, the investigation

court. The court sent them on
three-day remand.
Commerce Minister Faruk
Khan yesterday said the inves-
tigators are gathering infor-
mation aboutthe involvement

of more people. "Fresh evi-

23 stranded

FROM PAGE 1

Tenaganita, a migrants' rights
body in Malaysia, lodged a
complaint with Malaysian
human rights commission
Suhakam on April 1, seeking
justice for the stranded work-
ers, reports Malaysian online
newspaper Malaysiakini.

BCL men pocketed

FROM PAGE 1
Awami League (AL), of Dhaka

College unit persuaded the
college authorities to take at
least 400 "poorly qualified”
freshmen in.

The same thing is going on
in many government colleges

paying the Chhatra League
leaders.

Moreover, students who
qualified for a department but
want to move to a better one
can also pay the leaders and
move up the list,

Talking to The Daily Star a
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ting a dramatic goal of "a
world without nuclear weap-
ons.”

The new American presi-
dent opened a town-hall style
gathering with the declara-
tion, saying he would outline
details in Prague in the com-
ing days.

"Even with the Cold War
now over, the spread of
nuclear weapons or the theft
of nuclear material could lead
to the extermination of any
city on the planet," Obama
said, previewing a planned

of the summit at a dinner at
the German resort spa of
Baden-Baden.

Nato's ability to succeed in
a now-deadlocked war in
Afghanistan will be seen as a
crucial test of the alliance's
power and relevance.
Although European govern-
ments have already made
clear they are unwilling to
deploy significant new ground
forces, they have been more
enthusiastic about increasing
humanitarian and develop-

Matin's younger brother
Alauddin was hacked. Rabbi
was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital and the rest
were being treated at
Narayanganj hospital.

A Sub-Inspector at the Port
police station said Rabiul alias
Rabu Majhi of Rajbari had a
land dispute with his two
brothers Matin and Alauddin.
They met on Thursday to
resolve the dispute but the
meeting failed. Rabu's son-in-
law Sohel along with his aides
Mahiuddin, Madan and Arif

lawmakers and a few influen-
tial persons.

Earlier, the CID summoned
Jamaat-e-Islami leader Abdur
Razzaq to the CID headquar-
ters and quizzed him for over

three hours.
It could not be learnt if the

ministers and lawmakers will
be summoned too. But CID
sources said the investigators
have prepared a list of politi-
cians and other influential
persons for summoning them
fora hearing.

the successful students of a
coachingcentre in the city.

The eight BDR members
arrested Thursday were taken
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital early yesterday for
treatment. But the cause of
their injuries could not be
known.

Sources said Lalbagh
police took the arrestees to the
hospital at about 12:30am and
took them back around
3:00am.

Our Rangpur correspon-

agreement. Why has the
Immigration Department
failed in their responsibility?
The department has violated
the rights of the workers."

According to the com-
plaint, Malaysian home min-
istry approved Network
Esquire's application for
hiring 1,100 workers from
Bangladesh although it has no
physical infrastructure to
employ them.

“What investigations and
what type of verifications were
done by the Home Ministry

Titumir College, Badrunnesa
College, Teachers' Training
College and Govt Shaheed
Suhrawardy College are all in
the grip of Chhatra League
leaders, sources said.

During the last BNP-
Jamaat alliance rule, leaders of
their student wing--
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Islami Chhatra Shibir--were
also involved in similar prac-
tices.

In Dhaka College, Chhatra
League leaders halted the

ment, with their requests.

"We are political workers
and we have to carry out their
requests,” said a Dhaka
College unit Chhatra League
leader preferring not to be
named. He, however, did not
answer when asked if the
senior leaders asked them to
take money from the admis-
sion seekers,

In Dhaka, Kabi Nazrul and
Eden colleges, the top two
Chhatra League posts holders
are doing this "business of
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: : sprayed bullets on Matin, 3 q y p
(ibmtrﬁa mc.k‘hlf\f new strat- gm;;id go:iir?lg]l:r::l l:g :iar?t}lll{is R?lbb);an dARussell tgl:::il{}brfeil:l cmﬂignzﬁz l:v::sittlll] arrested retired BDR sepoy | an office and address in Kuala wer;ks ago as ilhedcullege general secretary and a presi-
egy for the war in anistan wa ashid i : : i authorities started admission :
gh first European trip as presi- They also stabbed the two committees formed by Mamunur Rashid at his | Lumpurwithoutany plantation i e erdBat T e CHE b dent of Chhatra League units

yesterday to Nato leaders
reluctant to commit signifi-

dent as he sought to
strengthen the United States'’

Alauddin, he added.

the government and
Bangladesh Army to probe the

house in north Munshipara
in the town yesterday in

[where it pledged to employ the
workers|?" said Fernandez.

League leaders' so-called

of Shaheed Suhrawardi
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president cautioned Nato
against further eastward
éxpansion in a warning ahead
of the alliance's 60th anniver-
sary summit.

Obama said the United
States shares blame for the
crisis, but that "every nation
bares responsibility for what
liesahead especially now."

Khaleda's cantt house

FROM PAGE 1
cantonment.

3 Ashraf's statement came to

,‘.}

refute BNP leader Prof Abdul
Mannan's remarks on
Thursday about the prime
minister's statement in parlia-
ment on Opposition Leader
Khaleda's cantonment house.
Ashraf termed Mannan's
remark "indecorous” and
“audacious” and said it was
“distortion of fact and ill moti-
vated”.

Ashraf, also LGRD and
cooperatives minister, urged
Khaleda and her party to rise
above greed and hand over the
cantonment house to the
government responding
positively to the proposal for
construction of apartments

on Mainul Road in Dhaka
Cantonment and another
house at Gulshan free of cost,”
he said.

Zia's bank account and
land at Savarand Joarsaharain
Khaleda's name were "com-
pletely concealed under the
fable of Zia's broken suitcase
and torn vest to grab govern-
ment property”. The state
provided Khaleda and her two
sons with all their livelihood
expenses, cars, houses and
education, he added.

Bangabandhu's daughters
Hasina and Sheikh Rehana
sacrificed their ownership of
their father's house on
Dhanmondi road 32 for the
Bangabandhu Memorial
Trust. In 2001, the then AL

constitution.”

A religious official then
read several verses from the
Koran to pray for a successful
leadership.

Opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim said he expected
Najib to take a tough stance
against critics in a bid to shore
up his leadership, after the
government last week acted to
ban two opposition newspa-
pers.

"We expect Najib to take
tough and repressive actions
to strengthen his position,” he
told AFP.

“Najib should free all politi-
cal detainees held under the
tough security laws, allow
press freedom, ensure an
independent police force and
judiciary," he added.

The new premier been
forced to reject charges that
his administration would
adopt hardline tactics, includ-
ing the detention of its oppo-
nents, under tough internal
security laws.

jawans and produced eight
more jawans arrested by the
Rab on Thursday from the
BDR headquarters before the

Mamunur Rashid was
terminated from job last
November for violating disci-
pline, Rab sources said.

Oxygen shortage

FROM PAGE 16
Wards sources said critical

patients prescribed oxygen
support for several hours
uninterruptedly are given it in
turn putting their lives at risk.
A patient needing oxygen for
10 hours at a stretch receives it
only for 2-3 hours.

Victims' relatives alleged it
takes a day or sometimes even
more to have signatures of
officials concerned including
doctors on prescribed forms
of the hospital to have an
oxygen cylinder.

Surya Banu, 65, admitted
on March 1 at bed-18 under
Ward-21 (medicine ward for
women) died on March 11
afternoon. Her son said his

had to rush to the persons
concerned for several times
for signatures and by the time
his mother had passed away.

Another patient Khodeza
Begum, 60, admitted to ward-
19 of the hospital on March 3,
left it on that very day after
observing the miserable con-
ditions of other patients there.

Her son Alfaz said he would
better borrow money for his
mother's treatment at a pri-
vate clinic instead of DMCH
where patients die without
oxygen. Khodeza was also
admitted with breathing
problem.

Doctor Murad Hossain,
assistant registrar of wards-2

Department for not taking any
action against the employing
company.

Zahir Hussein, a represen-
tative of Fahmi International,
who was present at Suhakam
when Tenaganita lodged the
complaint, said a Network
Esquire official named Nazri
confirmed on February 1 that
they would receive the workers
buttheydidnotdo so as of now.

"We want compensation
from Network Esquire and
Malaysia government for the
sufferings of the workers and
their family members in
Bangladesh," said Zahir.

ACC probe
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He urged BCL leaders to stop

the factional fighting, shun
extortion, and manipulation of
tenders and join hands with
the government to work for the
developmentofthe country.

Son kills father

A couple of weeks ago,
Eden College unit Chhatra
League leaders had kept their
principal confined to the
college office for about three
hours to force the authorities
take in 50 students on the
waiting list under "political
admission”,

Sources said students who
failed to qualify in the fresh-
men admission test or are way
down the waiting list can
easily get enrolled in colleges

them [Chhatra League lead-
ers] if proof is found of their
involvement in such prac-
tices.”

Chhatra League General
Secretary Mahfuzul Haider
Chowdhury Roton told The
Daily Star that they have not
received any allegation from
any quarters regarding this. "If
we receive such information,
we will launch an investiga-
tion and take action accord-
ingly,” he added.

Acute gas Crisis
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means the actual situation

would be even worse.

Gas production in 2008-09
has been shown to be 2,042
mmcfd against the demand
for2,014 mmcfd. Butin reality,
the country is producing
around 1,800 mmcfd gas from
17 gas fields--half of it by the
international oil companies.

different groups had been
resisting new energy explora-
tion and development activi-
ties by foreign companies.
Following the
Magurchhara blowoutof 1997,
Jamaat-e-Islami-leaning
retired secretary Shah Abdul
Hannan turned to the court in
late nineties and during the
four-partyrule, the High Court

: and 21, told this correspon- :
for the families of the army government allocated a house Amnesty International mother had been suffering dent over phone that S?lrya FROM PAGE 1 + , Of this gas, power sector-- imposed a stay order on bid- -
officers killed in Pilkhana on one bigha land in | urged Najib to lift restrictions from breathing problem for B L et did o father on the head withastick, | including industrial captive ding in on-shore blocks. Till
carnage. Dhanmondi for Rehana but | on the freedom of expression thr;:_le gays befnr; Sg RO 4 lackof nfygen support but he leaving him criticallyinjured. | power ggenr;}eratursf;i- fl Srtjipn' now the government did not
. : ) 57 e requested doctors an sumin mmcfd, fertiliser :
He also urged BNP leaders assuming power in late 2001 affecting bloggers, opposition q TR Badsha was rushed to facmrigs jos Py i contest the court order while

to refrain from spreading
“false propaganda and mis-
leading information” on the
humanitarian proposal.
Referring to the assassina-
tion of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his
family and four national lead-
ers, the AL spokesperson said

the BNP-led alliance govern-
ment took back the house,
Ashrafadded.

He said it is well known to
the people that Khaleda and
her sons have mysteriously
amassed huge money and
property in the past three
decades. Khaleda whitened a

politicians and human rights
activists in Malaysia.

Najib's accession to the
premiership completes a
transition triggered by elec-
tions last year when the ruling
United Malays National

Organisation party (UMNO)

nurses at the ward to give his
mother oxygen but they were
helpless as there was no oxy-
gen cylinder.

However, her mother had
been given oxygen support for
an hour only two days before
her death, he said adding that
doctors sent him to emer-

It seems inhuman since
they are compelled to remove
oxygen support from a patient
to give it to another worse one
but they have to do this, he
added.

Director of DMCH Brig Gen
Abdus Shaheed Khan told The

Peerganj Upazila Health
Complex and then shifted to
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital (RMCH). He suc-
cumbed to his injury at the
RMCH at4:00 am yesterday.

I ET M a b ha

to 600 mmcfd are being con-
sumed by industrial, commer-
cial and domestic and CNG
users, and tea estates. In
addition, the gas fields are
producing 6,700 barrels of
condensate.

In scenario-2, where inter-

the stay order contributed to
the existing problem,
Petrobangla sources said.
Towards the fag end of the
alliance rule, when
Petrobangla tried to float an
on-shore and off-shore block
bidding by challenging the
court order, the then legal

ncime of tHE poir-1 978 govern F Lixgeamotil ofrioney dintus sl:r?;;:;c;n ::; its worst ever gency block to have oxygen DailyStaronMarch17 thathe | rrom paGE 1 national oil companies would _ , . . 0 p TR
ments gave the families of the rule of the last caretakes P FeEEg -whu ke widely just three hours before her had informed thf—: ministry | academic activities on the | discover new gas fields under Belonging fo prﬂdamgaat'
these heroic sons and martyrs government. Her two sons iflcizall as:ﬂeak g gy death. concerned of the inadequate | campus forseveral days. production sharing contracts camp of lawyers, suggested

even an inch of land free of
cost.

"But after the killing of
Ziaur Rahman, the then BNP

also siphoned off crores of
taka.

"Khaleda Zia should return
state properties including the

tive, agreed several months
ago to step down amid the
fallout from those elections,
which reshaped Malaysia's

As he was asked to collect
signatures of on-duty nurse of
the ward and doctor and the
emergency medical officer he

supply of oxygen and the
ministry had pledged suffi-
cient allocation to ease the
problemvery soon.

The dormitory, since then,
had been under the control of
Pritom- Sabbir faction.

The Jihan-Palash group
looted at least 70 to 80 cell

(PSCs) signed through the
1998 second round block
bidding, the situation would
be slightly better in 2011 as it
offers 58 mmcfd gas supply

limiting the bid to off-shore
blocks. Accordingly,
Petrobangla prepared for the
off-shore bid that was floated

government and army chief cantonment house to the e : |
: . AR politicallandscape. . y 7 inearly2008.
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Stu ent dles Oa lggl g rampage. 112 mmcfd gas. The deficit Tengr_a tla blowout in 2005,

FROM PAGE 1 The attackers, however, | risesto666 mmcfdin2017and CPVronment group

OMS shops

FROM PAGE 1
and Nazirshail (low quality)
are being sold at Tk 24-30 per

Pias Costa, director general
of Food Directorate, told The
Daily Star yesterday that the

falling from the under-
construction foot over
bridge”, said Mohammad
Anis, atoyvendorinthe area.
The girl came in contact
with live electric wire while

FROM PAGE 1
Locals of Satish Sarkar Road,

DIT plot of Gendaria, are also
facing difficulties as digging
work has been going on in
almost all the entrances and

said.

An executive engineer of
DCC said according to the
guidelines of one stop service
cell, repairofaroad, which has
been dug up, has to be done

fled after being chased by their
rival faction. Police picked up
five BCL men after the clash.
During the clash, Belal, a
fourth year student of anthro-
pology department, was

1,314 mmcfdin 2019-20.

In scenario-3, where oil
companies having off-shore
block bidding contracts may
strike gas, the situation is even
better. But even then, the

Bangladesh Environment
Lawyers Association (Bela)
filed a lawsuit against the gas
field's operator Canadian
company Niko, which led to
suspension of payment to
Niko and its Bangladeshi

kg in the markets. sale ofriceat OMS shopsislow | falling from the foot over- | €Xitsofthearea. within three days but they | Stabbed. supply crunch starts in 2017 :
Fine rice, including put it is satisfactory outside | bridge, locals said. Badsha, a local, said, "We  cannot do it in tirfleasit (akes | __The other injured students | with 166 mmcfd deficit, rap- P2 mf? r.aBJapHL s 'cml;mw
Miniket and Nazirshail (better the capital. Rezaul Karim, officer-in- | Know the work is goingonto 15 to one month, in some | Include Tanmoy, a 3rd year | idly rising to 814 mmcfd in 1n1tosn nthszfhc:;dlliggz the

quality), is selling between Tk

"We are trying to find out

charge of Shahbagh police

improve our lives but the ways

cases more, for the dug up

student of Bangla, Roni, a 2nd

2019-20.

national committee for pro-

32 and 35 per kg in the ci i : : . are not good. They di ear student of e ics, | PETROBANGLA'S

markets. : ja &Eegﬁﬁlzﬁﬁﬂiﬁ;fﬂm 3?3::1 c:i‘iril; ::I?ﬂb;do;he really lofxg stretchynf r%:dpaat SN %hubrﬂtu, :grd{;rearz?:c?::lltc;f RECOMMENDATIONS tecting oil, gas and coal
The OMS shops had experi- Meantime, the wholesales | hridge ignoring warnings E; once putting us in difficulty.” Upazi_la elections | economics, Joy, a post- | In a brief to Prime Minister resources launched a cam-

enced a huge rush of custom-  sajd the sale of fine and B & Deputy Managing Director graduate student of econom- | Sheikh Hasina, Petrobangla Pagn against the proposed

ers last year when rice prices
went up its highest. A kg of rice
had been sold at Tk 30 in the
OMS and BDR outlets in the
capital and’elsewhere in the
country while the price of
same quality rice was Tk 34-36
in the kitchen markets.

medium variety rice rose
while consumption of coarse
rice fell in the city.

Bhola Nath, manager of
Janata Rice Agency at
Babubazar, biggest rice
wholesale market, observed
that most customers have

the construction workers at
the basement of the over-
bridge near Shishu Park at
about 11:30am.

She collapsed on the road
falling the foot over-bridge at
the corner of Birdem hospital,
Karim said.

(Research Planning and
Development) of Wasa Liakat
Ali said they were digging the
roads near Asad Gate and
Gendaria to set up sewerage
lines,

Around 16km of sewerage
lines will be set up or rein-

FROM PAGE 16

However, talking to The Daily
Star, legal experts rejected the
contention.

Former attorney general
Mahmudul Islam said the
Upazila Parishad Odinance
2008 is illegal as the immediate-
past caretaker government

ics, Liton, a 2nd year student
of economics, Mamun, a post-
graduate student of econom-
ics, and his guest Sayem.

Belal was referred to the
Central Hospital after his
condition worsened while
others were referred to the

pinpointed various issues of
the country's oil and gas sec-
tor, and said as per the Gas
Sector Master Plan 2006, gas
demand may be met till 2019
using the existing gas reserves
and probable and possible
reserves.

open-pit mining in Phulbari
by British company Asia
Energy, which led to death of
several protesters in police
firing in 2006. The campaign
gained ground as the-then
government left the matter of
resettlement and compensa-

Meantime, sale of coarse gnted for finer varieties with Dhaka Medical College | stalled in the areas, including Promulgated it repealing the | Dhaka Medical College and “But if we fail to find the Uon to Asia Energy which is

p g U l g . . .

variety of rice has fallen the fall in rice prices. morgue sources said the face, | Japan Garden City and Asad . P3Zia Parishad Act 1998 | 1y,chital and Enam Medical probable and possible gas Perceived as an “inexperi-

sharply in the city markets for k | : : passedin parliament. - : e d” i+ itive”

s i . e neck and legs of the girl were | Gate via Iqbal Road, Taj Mahal Eminent jurist Shahdeen | CPllégeand Hospital. reserves, the crisis would €©hced and “insensitive
past few weeks despite a G20. Optlmlsm burnt. Road and Dhupkhola to Malik said the ongoingactivities General secretary of | emerge muchbeforethattime Company.

significant drop in its price for
overamonth.

Visiting different OMS
shop in the capital, The Daily
Star correspondents found the
OMS dealers were sitting idle
in their shops in absence of

FROM PAGE 16
with the financial crisis” while
the paper's economics com-
mentator hailed the outcome
asa "triumph”.

But across the Atlantic, the

Khaleda's choice

FROM PAGE 16

leader of the opposition while
senior leaders of the party will
not accept the matter easily if

Loharpool via Sadhana and
Satis Sarkar Road,

The work is being done
under a Tk 18.47 crore Interim
Emergency Construction and
Rehabilitation of Sewerage

to hold elections to six upazila
arishads do not have any
egality since the conduct of
election rules are no longer
valid.
Echoing the same view, Dr
Borhan Uddin Khan, dean of

recently dissolved BCL JU unit
Mahmud Naser Joni said the
attackerswere not BCL men.
Police raided Meer
Mosharraf Hossain Hall at
6:45am and arrested Sajib,

limit. In such a situation, it has
become very urgent to expe-
dite onshore and offshore oil
and gas exploration,” said the
brief.

Petrobangla emphasised

Following the “success” in
Phulbari, the committee has
continued campaigning
against any open-pit coal
mining.

The campaign has also
gained popularity among

CUSLOMmETS. New York Times said the lead- | MK Anwar is picked," a BNP | Line project that started last [aw faculty of Dhaka University, | .°.& Sa€r, Shawan and one | fixing the maritime boundary. -
A dealer can sell 1,000 kgs  ©rs "fell dangerously short” by | lawmaker yesterday told The | year hesaid. said the u}ﬁmmma April 6 Eleg: ““'-?ﬁé‘“fleﬁ pELSfT:-i:e also e Ei”d"iigfé’ﬁ Eg Iﬁ?;af “’31?3
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of rice in a day, six days a week,

failing to commit to new stimu-

Daily Star.

"We started work at a time

tion will have no validity as the
election conduct rules ceased to

recovered three sharp weap-

supplying gas to fertiliser
factories, cottage industries

recently attempted to get the

while one can buy highest five 1us packages, an approach The legislator also said the | Indifferent areas as we have to . ‘ . R
kgs of rice from the OMS initially advocated by Obama | BNP chairperson, before | complete the work by June haveeffect. ons frnm th.e dormitory. aland foreign currency-earning lt?ne coal mine's new produc-
shops. but opposed by Germany and | giving Sircar the party ticket | 2009, the scheduled time for When asked about the EC's | Additional police forces have | industries than supplying to tionsuspended.

argument that the April 6 elec- | been deployed on the campus | consumers who can use alter- Due to the “nationalistic”

Wajed Ali, an OMS dealer of
Palashi Bazar, told The Daily
Star that he purchased 2,000
kg rice for his shop on
Wednesday morning but he
could sell only 100 kg on

France.

British finance minister
Alistair Darling insisted the
summit had been an "essential
part” of fixing the global econ-
omy but warned that the effect

for Bogra-6, hinted that he
would be nominated for the
deputy leader of the opposi-
tion post.

Party leaders believe Sircar
would be a good choice for

the project to end," he said,
adding, "The permission of
road digging from Dhaka City
Corporation does not allow us
towork after May."

A Wasa official said Wasa is

tion is a continuation of the
process begun earlier when the
rules were valid, Dr Borhan said
the matteris debatable.

"The issue can be settled if it
1s broughtto the court," he said.

to avert further trouble.
Proctor of JU Arju Miah told
the Daily Star they would form
a committee to look into the
matter and gave assurance
that authorities would take

native energy resources, it
said.

As this sector is capital
dependent, Petrobangla
urged the prime minister fix
gas prices commercially.

peer pressure caused by such
campaigns, the government
has been unable to take any
decision in the last two years
concerning vitalissues includ-
ing the country's first coal

Wednesdayand Thursday. of the measures would not be | deputy leader of the i- | now settin ix- Both Malik and Borhan said
Thista toally inextected R e. tiu?: 135 o acceptzgﬂnilo G fatiiat ngrr::zeir;g[gfliil:s the EC could have held the | Stern actions against those Coal exploration and policy.
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every day. But we do not see  You undersell it," he told BBC | liamentary system works and | storm sewerage ne Tt wnulg conduct of the rules got a pro- No case had been filed till | powersector, itstressed. producing nearly 9,00,000
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and kitchen markets and
choice for finer varieties are
the main reasons behind the
- poorsale here, he added.

global finance bodies such as
the World Bank to allow it to

shore up economies such as
those in eastern Furo pe.

nominated Khaleda as the
leader of the opposition and
empowered her to pick any
lawmaker as her deputy.

rainy season and after the
entire drainage system is
completed, the water-logging
problem will be solved, he

Sadar, Ramganj of Laxmipur,
BaruraofComilla -- were sched-
uled for January 22, But the EC

postponed the polls on grounds
ofirregularities.

The BCL university com-
mittee was dissolved on
February 17 following a series
of clashes over establishing
supremacy atresidential halls.

tional shortcomings coupled
with inaction of the past four-
party alliance government
had almost halted develop-
ment of the energy sector,

ficially importing more than 3
million tonnes of low quality
and environmentally hazard-
ous coal from India worth
around Tk 2,500 crore a year.




