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‘Muslim Ummah should fight

terrorists for sake of Islam
PM tells UAE ambassador

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
urged the government of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to
recruit more labourers and
professionals from
Bangladesh.

She made the request when
UAE Ambassador in
Bangladesh Khalfan Bartal Ali
Al Monsouri called on her at
her official residence Jamuna
vesterday.

The PM said, “I consider
the population of Bangladesh
as asset and the UAE can
recruit labourers In various
categories, professionals like
engineers, doctors and nurses
inlarger numbers.”

Endorsing the prime min-
ister's observation about the
population, the UAE envoy
expressed his government's
interest in taking more man-
power from Bangladesh.

" Monsouri hailed the PM for
leading the country success-
fully and hoped that

Bangladesh would be able 1o
achieve its cherished develop-
ment under her “skilled and
visionary” leadership.
Mentioning the new gov-
ernment’'s plan to create
skilled human resources,
Hasina said process IS going
on to set up an expatriate bank
to ensure safe migration of the

Bangladeshi people interested
to go abroad for work.

She said interested people
can take loan from the
Expatriate Bank to go abroad
and pay the loan back by
sending remittances through
the bank gradually.

She laid emphasis on work-
ing together by the Muslim
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UAE Ambassador Khalfan Battal Ali Al Monsouri calls on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official residence Jamuna in the city

yesterday.

Ummah againstterrorism.

“Terrorists are using the
name of Islam to conducttheir
heinous acts. Butlslam is the
religion of peace. So the
Muslim Ummah should work
together against the terror-
ism,” shesaid,

The envoy said Bangladesh
and the UAE should exchange
visits of top government offi-
cials to further strengthen the
bilateral relations in the days
to come.

Monsouriinvited the PM to
visit the Gulf state at her ime
of convenience.

Hasina requested the
envoy to ensure maximuin
facilities for the Bangladeshi
peopleliving in the UAE.

Prime Minister's Office
Secretary Mollah
Wahiduzzaman, Press
Secretary to the PM Abul
Kalam Azad, Special Assistant
to the PM Abdus Sobhan
Golap and former
Ambassador Ziauddin were
present.

'Conspiracies on to foil
trial of war criminals’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yester-
day said a vested quarter is
hatching conspiracies against
the country to create a bar to or
delay in the trial of war crimi-
nals and the BDR camage was
also a partofthe plots.

War criminals should imme-
diately be tried to stamp out
religgous fundamentalism in
the country aswell as to stop the
repetton of incidents like BDR
massacre, theyadded.

The discussion on ‘Tnal of
the war criminals and relevant
situation’ was organised by
Combined Citizens' Movement
at the Dhaka Reporters’ Unity
(PRU)auditorium inthe city.

The Speakers thanked the
government for taking an initia-
tive of trying war criminals by
setting up a special ribunal.

Awami League presidium
member Abdur Razzak said
anti-liberation war forces are
hatching conspiracies against
the country to delay the trial of
war criminals.

“I think the BDR carnage is
the first step of conspiracy
which took place ata time when
the trial process had just
began,” headded.

The AL leader hoped that the
government would soon form a
special tribunal and committee

to Investigate war crimes.

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Minister GM Quader said, “We
have to try the war criminals
whateverimpediments come to
ourway. lf we try them transpar-
ently, no one would be able to
say anything about it,” adding
that if the existing law is not
enough for the tnal, new laws
could be passed.

“We have to finish the trial
process for the sake of human-
ity and world peace,” the min-
1ster said.

Journalist Shahriar Kabir
said, “We have enough laws in
the country to try the war crimi-
nals. So, we don't need to seek

the help ofthe United Nations.”

“We need intematonal sup-
port for the mal and the govern-
mentshould strengthen its diplo-
matic warforthat,” headded.

Shahriar, who lost his
brother during the liberaton
warin 1971, turthersaid that the
criminals should be tried if we
want to root out religious fun-
damentalism.

With journalistAbed Khan in
the chair, the discussion was
also addressed by Chief
Coordinator of Sector
Commanders’ Forum Lt Gen
(retd) Harun-ur Rashid and
Workers' Party of Bangladesh
leader Fazle Hossain Badsha.
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Awami League leader Abdur Razzak speaks at a discussion on
‘Trial of war criminals and relevant situation’ at Dhaka Reporters’
Unity auditorium yesterday. On his left is Shahriar Kabir and on his
rightare Abed Khanand GM Quader.
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Withdrawal of
‘army vehicle
torching' case
demanded

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University students
yvesterday demanded
immediate withdrawal of
‘army vehicle torching'
case filed against seven
students in connection
with the campus unrest in
August 2007,

In support of their
demand, about 100 stu-
dents formed a human
chain near the Aparajeyo
Bangla at noon. Former
general secretary of Dhaka
University Teachers'
Association Prof Anwar
Hossain, DU BCL presi-

dent Sohel Rana Tipu 4nd*

general secretary Sajjad’
Sakib Badsha joined the
human chain.

The seven students are
Rafiqul Islam Sujan, Deen
[slam Angel, Abul Hasan,
Asaduzzaman Asad,
Rashed, Deen Islam and
Jahedul Islam Biplab.

Demanding withdrawal
of the case, Rafiqul Islam
told reporters that they
have to appear in the court
regularly.

"We are under tremen-
dous pressure. It is ham-
pering our academic activ-
ities,” he added.

Rafiqul had been
detained for several
months in connection
with the unrest.

Prof Anwar said the case
against the students
should be withdrawn as a
democratic government
has now come to power.

The students said they

- also submitted a memo-
' randum to the vice chan-
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cellor yesterday to press
home their demand.

Set up instt
to carry out
research on

Bangabandhu
JS body suggests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The parliamentary standing
committee on cultural affairs
ministry yesterday recom-
mended that the govern-
ment set up an institution to
study and carry out research
on the birth of Bangladesh
and life and works ol
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

The committee made this
recommendation at its first
meeting at the parliament
building complex.

The committee also
underscored the need for
upholding a non-communal
spirit to maintain harmony.

Headed by Kazi Keramot
Ali, the meeting was also
attended by Information
Minister Abul Kalam Azad,
Asaduzzaman Nur,
Monoronjon Shil Gopal and
Choyon Islam.

Manpower
export Crisis
to go soon:
Dipu Moni

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
yesterday said Bangladesh
delegation had positive talks
with the Malaysian leaders
during her latest visit to Kuala
Lumpur.

She said the issue of lower-
Ing the cost of migration fig-
ured prominently during the
meetings,

Dipu said this while reply-
Ing to reporters of the elec-
tronic media after inaugurat-
ing the 2nd solo calligraphy
exhibition titled 'Most beauti-
ful names: In henna colour’ of
Ferdous Ara Ahmed at
ShilpakalaAcademy.

Shesaid, “We hope that the
crisis regarding manpower
export to Malaysia will be over
soon. Thecnsis deepened.at a

‘tmmewhenMalaysrawasgeing

through a political transition.
New leadership has taken
over. It 1S now hoped that
stability will return soon.”
The minister said,
“Bangladeshi workers enjoy
good reputation in Malaysia.
However, in exporting man-
power in that country the
world recession and political
reality of Malaysia has to be
keptinconsideration.”
Dipuwisited Malaysiaon an
invitation to join the confer-
ence of the ruling party of that
country. From there she went
to Netherlands to participate
In an international conference
on Afghanistan and returned
home yesterday morning.

The foreign minister |

praised the calligraphy and
hoped for expansion of the art
formin the country.

Dean of Fine Arts Faculty at
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Visitors at a calligraphy exhibition that began at Shilpakala Academy gallery in the city yesterday. The
Shilpakala Academy organised the weeklong exhibition.

JATKA PROTECTION WEEK 2009

'Frame mega dev plan to

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop
yesterday said the produc-
tion of delicious national fish
Hilsa can be boosted up to
five lakh tonne per year from
current production of three
lakh tonne if a development
mega plan is formulated and
implemented in consultation
with the concerned minis-
tries and research organisa-
tions.

Hilsa contributes 1.2 per-
cent to the gross domestic
production, they said stress-
ing on proper enforcement of
fish protection act and raising
awareness of the preservation
ofjatka (Hilsafry).

Bangladesh Fisheries
Research Institute (BFRI)
organised the workshop on
‘Possibilities in the rise of
Hilsa asset and management
strategies’ at BARC audito-
rium in the city to mark the
Jatka Protection Week 2009,

Speaking as the chief guest,
Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdul Lartf Biswas
said the country earns (J}’E‘I;_Tk

N
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100 crore per year by exporting
Hilsa to different countries in
the world.

He further said that though
Hilsa plays an important role
in the national economy and
employment, its existence is at
stake because of several natu-
raland man-made reasons.

“Indiscriminate fishing of
Jatka and fertile fishes, disap-
pearance of the water bodies,
reduction of navigability of
the rivers, usage of random
pesticides, waste of industries
and impactofclimate changes
are responsible for reducing
the production of Hilsa in the
internal water bodies,” he
added.

Netting of Hilsa has been
prohibited in the breeding
season from October 15 to 24
which contributed to rise of
jatka, he said, adding that
preservanon of water bodies
and implementation of Hilsa
fishery management action
plan is a must to increase its
production.

Latif said the government
has taken elaborate
programmes, “including rais-

boost Hilsa production’

INg awareness, increasing the
date of jatka preservation
period from three to four
months and giving financial
assistance to fishermen dur-
Ing the period.

The minister said Tk two
crore has been allocated for
the alternative employment to
create income-generating
activities of the affected fish-
ermen and the government
will soon expedite the
programines soon.

“Weare giving 10 kilograms
of rice to each fisherman
during the jatka preservation
period and the government is
planning to increase the allo-
cation to Tk 14 crore for their
alternative employment.”

Mentioning that the logis-
tics of the coastguard is poor,
he said they are discussing
with the home ministry to
speed up the logistics of the
force soon.

In his keynote paper, Dr GS
Halder, chief scientist officer
of BFRI, said lives and liveli-
hoods of around 20 to 30 lakh
people depend on the greater
Hilsa imdusery

Dhaka University Prof Rafiqun |

Nabi was present as the spe-
cial guest at the event which
was presided over by Director
General of the academy
Bikash Kishore Das.

Stop BCL violence

on campus

Left leaning student bodies urge govt

DU CORRESPONDENT

Progatishil Chhatra Jote (PCJ),
an alliance of left leaning
student organisations, yester-
day demanded of the govern-
ment to stop violence on the
campus by the ruling party
student front Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).

The PCJ leaders also
demanded congenial atmo-
spheres on the campuses
across the country arresting
continuous violence that
forced the authorities con-
cermed 1o close the educa-
tional institutions.

They were speaking at a
press conference at Madhu's

- Canteen of Dhaka University,

~ The leaders placed six-
point demand, including
immediate reopening of all
educational institutions
closed following the clashes
among the student organisa-
tions during the last three
months, punishment to those
invelved in the violence and
electionstoall student unions,

They said thousands of
students and their guardians
are feeling insecure following
the campus violence that
started immediately after
Awami League assumed
power,

They blamed three student
organisations -- pro-Awami
League Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) and Jamaat-e-Islami's
student front Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS) for the campus
unrest,

PCJ leaders urged all con-
cerned to act responsibly to
ensure congenial atmosphere
onthe campus.

Fakhruddin Kabir Atiq read
out a written statement at the
press conference while Ariful
Islam, Ashiqur Rahman, Abu
Naser Sabuj and Khan
Asaduzzaman Masum replied
LO queries.

1114 more held

UNB, Dhaka

Police in separate raids
arrested 1,114 people on
different charges across the
country in 24 hours as of
6:00am yesterday:.

Nine firearms, two cock- |

tails and 24 bullets were also
recovered during the country-

wide drive, said a release of |
s 1

police headquarters.
Besides, 15 motorcycles
without valid documents were

seized during the period and 223 |

cases filedin this connection.
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MS IN BIOTECHNOLOGY

Eligibility: Applicants should have a B.Sc (Honours) degree in Biotechnology/
Biochemistry/ Microbiology/ Botany/ Zoology/ Fisheries/ Agriculture/ any
relevant subject or an MBBS degree with at least GPA of 2.5 at every level of
education. Candidates with 3rd Division/Class are not eligible to apply.

Special Features of the Program

® Emphasis on research in reputed laboratories

® Occasional field trips to different biotech industries

® Meeting eminent scienlists recognized at home and abroad in their !
respective fields

e All classes held in the afternoon or evening

e Financial Assistance on the basis of merit

M.Sc. / M.Engg. IN ELECTRICAL AND
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING

Applicants should have a four-year Bachelor's degree in EEE, EE, ETE, ECE.
or, an equivalent degree in related areas. Candidates having a B.Sc. degree in
CS/CSE need to take a number of prerequisite courses. Candidates must have |
aminimum CGPAof 2.50 out of 4 or atleast a second class in B.Sc.

The program facilitates the students with a choice of three major areas, viz. |
Telecommunication, Electronics and Power Systems.

MA IN ENGLISH

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

N\

with concentrations in

LITERATURE and ELT & APPLIED LINGUISTICS

Eligibility: Applicants should have a BA in English. Students from other
disciplines may apply but may require additional courses

The Literature stream brings you up to date with feminist. post-colonial
and postmodern approaches to literature.

The ELT & Applied Linguistics concentration prepares you fora careerin
language teaching through a solid grounding in linguistics and practical

Admission Test: 24 April 2009

For Admission Form and further details contact the Admissions Office, BRAC University,
66 Mohakhali, Dhaka 1212 or visit our website at www.bracu.ac.bd, Phones: 88240514

ext. 4003, Fax: 8810383, email: info@bracu.ac.bd. Pros
advised to visit the respective De

application form.
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