. ACC chief resigns

. Civil society members

Gen Mashhud shows no reason, but 'awkward situation'

. observe
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" From food shop
to tea stall, BCL
men collect toll
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under political govt seen as reason for his decision

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption Commission chief Lt
Gen (retd) Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
stepped down yesterday, 85 days after the
Awami League-led grand alliance
assumed power, ending the most chal-
lenging task he took up to fight corrup-
tion during the caretaker government's
rule. L

Mashhud did not show any reason,
but there were widespread speculations
that his resignation followed some awk-
ward situation created since formation of
the new political government.

His decision to quit came to light early
afternoon soon after he sent the resigna-
tion letter to the President's Office at
Bangabhaban. He also confirmed it
before the press at 4:00pm saying, "The

A top official at Bangabhaban told The

matter still awaits the president's deci-
sion.”

announcement of his resignation and
cooperation given in discharging his

duty.

making the announcement.

decided so.

the resignation letter, which was also

indication you have received by now is
true. lhave resigned at the wish of Allah.”

Out with the
lonely warrior

INAM AHMED and JULFIKAR ALl MANIK

He debatably took up the most challenging job in a graft-riddled
country -- to catch the big time corrupts -- and he did it with due
diligence. But everybody could feel that his time was up as soon
asthe elections were held.

Lt Gen (rtd) Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury, who just resigned
as the chief of the Anti-corruption Commission, did not look at
partyaffiliation in his graft bustingactions. He cast his net wide -
- and many would say he cast it too wide indeed -- to press
charges againstthe top politicians.

His actions Mashhud travelled widely across the country to

create awareness against corruption and talked boldly against

the corrupt instlled a sense of fear in the corrupt nexus. A
general indication of it was the record filing of tax returns
during the tenure of the caretaker government's two years. But
then, a criticism against him was that along with gunning for
the bigwigs, he unnecessarily barked up some wrong trees too.
Small time traders and professionals were also scared in the
course of time.

Despite that Mashhud had enjoyed broad support. After all,
poverty eats up 2-3 percent of the country’s GDP a year, and the
exhibits of sinfully glitzy lifestyles of the corrupt had evoked a
deep resent for the ‘business-as-usual’ approach to plundering
of national wealth.

In an’interview with The Daily Star at the end of November in

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
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The officials involved in processing :
- Corruption Commission
forwarded to the Cabinet Division, told :

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

SECOND EDITION

Functioning
of ACC to be
hampered

- Civil society members yester-

. day termed unfortunate the

Daily Star yesterday evening, "We have ; signation of Anti-

received the resignation letter. But the . Corruption Commission

. (ACC) chairman and said

_ - quitting of the top personnel
Mashhud met the press briefly in the -

afternoon just to make a formal

. Parties show

expressed gratitude to everyone for the ; : .
- mixed reaction

He did not entertain any question as : STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ission office shortly after
he left the commission office shortly Aol el Bttt
ACC sources say Mashhud did not cite : ing ruling Awami League (AL),

any reason even in the resignation letter : main opposition BNP and

and just said he resigned as he had : Jatiya Party (JP) yesterday

- expressed mixed reactions

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

over the resignation of Anti-

(ACC) Chairman Lt Gen Hasan
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Power crisis must

be resolved now

PM directs ministry officials
to tap surplus electricity in
neighbouring nations

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday asked the power minis-
try toresolve electricity crisis as soon as possible,

"Want of electricity is the biggest problem at this moment
while it is the most vital element for development. We must find
some ways as soon as possible to resolve the crisis,” she said
addressing the power and energy ministry officials at the
Bangladesh Secretariat.

She called for tapping surplus electricity from neighbouring
countries like Bhutan, India, Nepal and Myanmar, if necessary,
as the country faces severe power crisis in the wake of a growing

demand.
Hasina said electricity crisis must be removed and viewed

thatregional cooperation canbe an immediate solution.
The prime minister was informed about the overall situation

of the country's electricity sector in the programme through a

power-point presentation.
Referring to various initiatives taken in the neighbouring
countries to set up new power plants, especially hydroelectric
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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BNP protests
PM's remarks

on Khaleda's
house

UNB, Dhaka

Main opposition BNP yester-
day strongly protested the
remarks of Prime Minister
(PM) Sheikh Hasina in parlia-
ment asking its chairperson
Khaleda Zia to vacate her
Shaheed Mainul Road house

in Dhaka Cantonment.
"BNP thinks making such

comments means showing
disrespect to liberation war
hero Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman as Begum Zia
is his spouse,” party joint
secretary general MA
Mannan told journalists at
Khaleda Zia's Gulshan office

in the evening.
OnWednesday, Hasina said

the 6 Shaheed Mainul Road
house in Dhaka Cantonment
SEE PAGE 15 COL 8B

’ <4 ‘!II.' : 5.
L kL - " 3
oy ot Toav it e b T o L A e g
S EREEN e
& e ST R T, B L N

hhhhh
- -

.....
------

Ansar members and policemen stand guard at Robertsonsganj High School polling centre in Rangpur yesterday afternoon. The

centre witnessed a very poor turnoutin the by-election.
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STAR REPORT

Sircar, Moudud
win by-polls

Rawshan Ershad, 3 AL candidates also
elected unofficially; turnout poor

. 1- # 5 o e B ; 3
it s Vo el e R -
el BT M agentsatpolling centres.

Former speaker of parliament and BNP leader Jamiruddin Sircar
and former BNP law minister Moudud Ahmed won yesterday's
by-election to two Bogra constituencies while ruling Awami
League (AL) candidates won in three seats.

The JP won in Rangpur-3, which too was vacated by its
Chairman HM Ershad. The party rejected the election results of
Kurigram-2, complaining that AL activists did not allow its poll

The by-poll for the vacant Jatiya Sangsad seats was marked by
poor voter turnout. Female voters were remarkably absent from

B Ny " -"I;,,.‘ _ B S N1t
R RS O P | ing,
N i} AT : o -'i;-: o A wLE. Abul Kalam Azad..Naszﬂ Hasan Papar_u and Zafarﬁli'ufthei&L
e %h o Bl —4 et ;,; FEh. won in l‘?angpur—ﬁ, Kishoreganj-6 gnd Kurigram-2 cnnsntuent:lels
AN DA e -:.;Ha.. . 8 while Sircar and Mqudud won in Bogra-6 and Bogra-7. JP's
LR B M S S e SRRt =R Rawshan Ershad wonin Rangpur-3. . | |
5 ‘“_?.. é-:q;, %50 :;_; o “ ,.. R 2 Golam Habib Dulal, JP candidatei in Kur}gram-Z. relpctcd Fhe
S Fm"! r‘ ‘*}Ltf# S+ poll results and a;leged that AL activists did not let his polling
I R e o AW SN agents be presentinatleast30 centres. |
T BNP leaders also alleged that ruling party cadres did not allow

polling agents ofits candidate in the seat ata few centres.
After yesterday's by-election, the JP has lost one seat in

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Khaleda out of Court Stumble S as ;Restructuring
cantonment :0of BDR to
home forweeks | 800 rebel BDR take time
gf;d.fgzczmo:fmmr | men r d d : Saysitsch ief
security’ £ p O uce . STAFF CORRESPONDENT
RAKIB HASNET SUMAN COURT CORRESPONDENT '

Leader of the Opposition in
parliament and former prime
minister Khaleda Zia is not
living at her cantonment
residence claiming inade-
quate security especially after
the BDR carnage on February
25-26.

Party sources said the BNP
chairperson in turns has been
staying at her brothers'
(Sayeed Iskander and
Shameem Iskander) for the
last few weeks feeling insecure
ather cantonment residence,

Maj Gen (retd) Fazle Elahi
Akbar, BNP chairperson's

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

- Maj Gen Mainul Islam, direc-
Around 800 mutineers of Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and outsiders -

in Dhaka in connection with the Philkhana mutiny case, dis- :

yesterday.

produced before a Dhaka court in a case and it has broken the -
. quarters.

Meantime, the CMM Court asked the officer (I0) of Criminal ;
Investigation Department (CID) to submit probe report of the -

record in Bangladesh.

casebyMay 12,

Islam, were brought to the court from the Dhaka Central Jailand
KashimpurJail in Gazipur.

The situation caused sufferings to the lawyers, litigants and - to journalists on return from

tor general (DG) of

were produced before the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court - Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), said

yesterday restructuring the

rupting trial proceedings of most the courts throughout the day - BDR will take time as the

_ : government will review his
This is for the first time such a large number of accused were

proposal in this regard along
with suggestions from various

"The proposal he submit-
ted is not the end (of the pro-

: cess). It will be reviewed by

The accused were produced before eight magistrates at : various departments of the

different times since 9:30am and it continued until about : government, and opinions of

4:15pm. They, including the prime accused DAD Syed Tauhidul - various quarters will be con-

. sidered,"” he said.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 4

The BDR chief was talking

'SEE PAGE 15 CcoL 7
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NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

Dhaka, Moscow to
sign deal this month

Bangladesh and Russia yesterday agreed on their proposals for
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Picking up from where BNP's student wing Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal had left off, leaders of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) are

now allegedly indulging in extortion and manipulation of ten-
ders. .

pus, campussourcessaid. +

They even vandalised “"%mlhops at TSC in February

when the owners refused to p iem toll,
A section of the leaders f_m,'mxdent wing of Awami

. League (AL), have been activelybagki gthe extortion since the

- Al-led grand alliance governm a: power earlier this
' Year, sources said. ' han

Ineumbent and former BCL % now control tender

. SEEPAGE 15 COL 1

setting up nuclear power plants in Bangladesh and signing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in this regard at the end
of this month.

“A draft proposal has been finalised on the basis of mutual
understanding to sign the MoU.. A Russian minister is expected
to visit Dhaka at the end of this month to sign it," MM
Neazuddin, joint secretary to the Science and ICT ministry, said
yesterday.

The draftwas prepared following a three-day talk with a two-
member Russian delegation on peaceful use of nuclear energy.
Neazuddin led the Bangladesh side at the talks.

The visiting Russian delegation led by Vladimir Averkiev,
head of international cooperation of Russian State Atomic
Energy Corporation, briefed Bangladesh officials about Russia's
nuclear technology and ability tosetup plants.

At the talks they expressed Russia's keen interest in assisting

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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