1 2 DHAKA MONDAY MARCH 30, 2009

Anti-Qaeda fighters in
Irag surrender arms

AFP, Baghdad

Anti-Qaeda Sunni fighters
walk slowly towards Iraqi
troops holding aloft their

Kalashnikov rifles in a sign of

surrender as a deadline looms
to give up their arms of face
reprisals.

Tension is still running
high on Sunday in the impaov-
erished central Baghdad
neighbourhood of Fadel, a day
after heavy clashes between
US-backed Iraqgi forces and
members of the Sahwa militia
killed two civilians and
wounded 15 people.

The Iraqi army has blocked
access to Fadel, a former al-
Qaeda bastion and Sunni
heartland of insurgency that
was cleared of the Jihadis by
the same gunmen who are
now reluctanty surrendering
their weapons.

US choppers hover over-
head while American
armoured vehicles crawl
through the narrow streets,
blaring a message in Arabic
from loudspeakers ordering
residents to give up their arms
bynoon.

"Anyone who still holds
weapons after this deadline
will be considered a terrorist,”
the message says.

An Iraqi commander says a
house-to-house operation
will begin late afternoon.

"We are waiting for orders
and then we will search the
houses,” he says.

Qussay, 32, is among doz-
ens of Sahwa militamen who
made sure he beat the dead-
line.

"I surrendered my weap-
ons because I did not want the
Americans to bomb my house
and my neighbourhood.
There are women and children
here,” says Qussay, declining

to reveal his family name.

"The Sahwas have been
liguidated and al-Qaeda will
return and the attacks will
return with them. And then,
who will protect the neigh-
bourhood,” he tells AFP after
handing in a Kalashnikov.

“This is how the Americans
thank us after all we did to
throwoutal-Qaeda,"” he adds,

Some residents surround
Qussay insign ol support.

“"We can't trust the
Americans. They come to
drink our whisky, and then
look at what they do," one of
them says.

The Sahwa, the Arabic
word for Awakening, are for-
mer insurgents also called the
Sons of Iraq by the American
military, which helped the
Iraqi army train and finance
the militiato fightal-Qaeda.

The streets of Fadel are
miserable and grimy and the
buildings are scarred with
bullet holes from pitched
battles in 2006, 2007 and 2008
between US forces and Sunni
rebels and later between
Sahwaand al-Qaeda hghters.

On Sunday the streets are
back in battle mode as dozens
of armoured vehicles and
troop carriers patrol the Sunni
enclave in the heart of historic
Baghdad.

Soldiers take cover from
snipers holed up in buildings
or crouched on rooftops, near
shops shut soon after the
fighting erupted on Saturday
when Iraqi forces arrested
local Sahwa leader Adel
Mashhadani.

Baghdad military com-
mand spokesman Major
General Qasim Atta says
Mashhadani was arrested
along with Sahwa member
Salman Kadduri over allega-
tions of murder and extortion.

“There are B0 civil suits
against him for murder and
extortion,” hesays.

lragi and US troop réin-
forcements were rushed to
Fadel from the first hours of
Sunday, to contain the worst
fighting in the centre of
Baghdad in more than ayear.

Intermittent automatic
weapons fire crackles as US
Humvees and armoured
vehicles roll through the
neighbourhood.

Six Sahwa militamen who
have just surrendered their
weapons are escorted by US
soldiers from the 82nd air-
borne division led by their
commander, Lieutenant-
Colonel David Buckingham.

The fighters look crest-
fallen.

"We did not arrest them.
They freely gave back their
weapons, " says Buckingham.

"Almost halfof them, about
50 people, have already given
their weapons,” hesays.

An Iraql military intelli-
gence officer holds lists of
names of Sahwa militiamen,
which he checks each time
someone enters or exits from
Fadel. The names of a dozen
women are included on the
liSts.

A handcuffed man, his T-
shirt pulled over his head,
kneels next to a soldier. “He is
suspected of leading a group
ofinsurgents,” the soldier says
of the suspect.

Some residents, clutching
personal belongings, leave
Fadel in haste.

“Itis too dangerous so [ am
going to stay with relatuves in
Nasiriyah (southern Iraq),"
says Anmar Mahmoud, a
university student.

‘T'll be backwhenit's over,”
says the 22-year-old chemis-
try major.

RTI bill passed
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immunity to such organisa-
tions regarding disclosure of
information on some specific
matters.

As per a provision of the
ball,-. organisations are, not-
bound to provide information
that might threaten the coun-
try’'s securty, integrity and
sovereignty, confidential
information received from
any foreign government,
advanced information on the
changes in tax, VAT and bud-
get, matters under trial and
investigation and summary
prepared for cabinet meetings
etc.

Also incorporated in the
bill was another recommen-
dation on constituting the
information commission
within 90 days of the act's
taking effect.

All but three provisions of
the bill were given retrospec-
tive effect from October 20,
2008; the three provisions,
which deal with seeking infor-
mation through email and
disposal of objections and
appeals filed by people seek-
ing remedy after being denied
information, will take effect
from next July.

In response to long-
standing demand, the last
caretaker government pro-

mulgated the Right to
Information Ordinance last
year, but it ceased to have
effect as it was not ratified
within the specified
timeframe.

Y Informaton’ Minister Abul

Kalam Azad, who placed the
bill on February 25, yesterday
proposed passage of the bill.
THREEMORE BILLS PLACED

Three bills titled Law and
Order Disruption Offence
(Speedy Trial) (Amendment)
Rotv2nnes Padma
Multipurpose Bridge Project
(Land Requisition) Act 2009,
and Public Procurement
(Amendment) Act 2009 were
placed in parliament yester-
day.

Home Minister Sahara
Khatun placed the speedy trial
bill, proposing extension of
the act's effectiveness up to
April 6, 2010. She said 159
cases were under investiga-
tion and 1,246 cases were
under trial under the act as of
March 3.

The BNP government
enacted the lawin 2002 for two
years and later its effective-
ness was extended for six
years.

The Fakhruddin-led care-
taker government last year
extended its effectiveness for
two years through an ordi-

nance, which ceased to have
effect for not being ratified in
parliament within the speci-
fied imeframe,

Planning Minister AK
Khandker placed the public
procurement (amendment)
bill and Land Minister Rezaul
Karim Hira placed the land
requisition bill for the Padma
Multipurpose Bridge Project.

The bills were sent to the
parliamentary standing com-
mittees concerned for scru-
tny.

Besides, the parliamentary
standing on commerce minis-
try yesterday placed in parlia-
mentits report on the scrutiny
of the consumers' rights pro-
tection bill with some recom-
mendations. The committee
proposed including a provi-
sion for holding summary trial
of offences.

Committee chief Abdul
Jalil, who placed the report,
said consumers have been
cheated and harassed for a
long ime as there was no law
to protect their rights.

Rahmat Ali, chief of the
parliamentary standing com-
mittee on the LGRD and coop-
eratives ministry, placed a
report on its scrutiny of the
Gram Sarkar (Repeal) bill and
recommended its passage.
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Help democracy

FROM PAGE 1

building up a modern and
prosperous Bangladesh by
2021. But without democracy
smooth and sustainable
development is not possible.
Media can ensure uninter-
rupted flow of democracy,”
she said.

As the media personalities
greeted the PM on the Awami
League (AL)-led grand alli-
ance's landside victory at the
December 29 polls, Hasina
said the massive win has put
on the government's shoul-
ders a substantial responsibil-
ity to work for the people.

“But, unfortunately, when-
ever AL comes to power, It gets
the country in a problem-
ridden condition. In 1996,
there were severe crisis of
food, energy, power and water.
Butwe had turned Bangladesh
into a food-sufficient country
and electricity generation had
also been increased signifi-
cantly,” she said.

But later the advancement
halted and that is why people
have to suffer again from
scarcity of food, water and
electricity, Hasina deplored.

When the media men
appreciated the prime minis-
ter and the government for
reducing the prices of various
essentials, including rice, just
after assuming power, she said
the government has taken
different measures to ensure
smooth supply of electricity
and water.

“People will start to get the
benefitsoon,” she added.

Hasina invited construc-
tive criticism from the media
to keep the country on right
track of development, reiterat-
ing that the government
believes in free flow of infor-
mation and freedom of the
media.

The media chiefs thanked
the PM for the government's
initiatives to enact the Rightto
Information Act and for form-
ing seven parliamentary
standing committees with
MPs from other political
parties as chairmen.

They said such works will
expedite the country's devel-
opment and strengthen the
parliamentary democracy.

The PM was also hailed by
the media men for regularly
drranging cabinetl meetings alt
Bangladesh Secretariat, .as
they said such practice will
create mobility and dyna-
mism in the whole adminis-
trative process.

They suggested the PM to
keep balance and coordina-
tion between the works and
powers of members of parlia-
ment (MPs) and upazila chair-

men for overall development
ofthe country.

The media personalities
placed various proposals
before the prime minister for
expediting development of
the country. They suggested
dredging the rivers surround-
ing the capital to increase its
navigability and thus saving
the city from severe environ-
mental pollution.

Hasina informed them that
already the government has
taken a project to dredge the
major rivers of the country.

They also requested her to
take necessary steps to ease
thecities' traffic congestions.

When the recent Pilkhana
carnage came up for discus-
sion, the prime minister said,
“Such an incident of killings is
a threat to country's sover-
eignty and independence.”

Sheikh Hasina was highly
praised for the way she han-
dled the situation and restored
peace in the country within
the shortest possible time
afterthe BDR crisis.

The media chiefs and
editors unanimously noted
that the wisdom and farsight-
edness shown by the PM in
tackling the crisis is rare in the
world.

They condoled the death of
the army officers and civilians
in the BDR killings and prayed
for salvation of the departed
souls.

Prothom Alo Editor Matiur
Rahman, The Daily Star Editor
Mahfuz Anam, Ittefaq editor
RahatKhan, Editor-in-Chief of
UNB Enayetullah Khan,
Samakal Editor Mujammel
Hossain, Inqilab Editor AMM
Bahauddin, Independent
Editor Mahbubul Alam,
Bangladesh Observer Editor
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
Bangladesh Today Editor Col.
(retd) Mahmud-ur-Rahman,
News Today Editor Reazuddin
Ahmed, Janata Editor Mahitul
Islam, Naya Diganta Editor
Alamgir Mohiuddin, Amar
Desh's Acting Editor Ataus
Samad, Manabjamin Editor
Matiur Rahman Chowdhury,
Sangbad Editor Altamash
Kabir, BTV Director General
Abu Jafar Siddiqui, ATN
Bangla's Chief Adviser Saiful
Bari, Channel i Managing
Director Faridur Reza Sagar
and Ekushey TV Chairman

“Abdus$ Salam’ weré @amoéng

others present.

Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad, PMO Secretary
Mollah Wahiduzzaman, PM's
Press Secretary Abul Kalam
Azad and Deputy Press
Secretaries Mahbubul Hoque
Shakil and Nakib Uddin
Ahmed were present.
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magistrates to take cogni-
sance of offences, Law
Minister Shafique Ahmed said
yesterday. .

Talking to reporters after a
meeting with police top brass
led by Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Nur Mohammad,
the minister said they would
take seven more days to scruti-
nise the bill to avoid any con-
flict of power between the
metropolitan police and the
executive magistrates,

The police delegation told
the minister at the meeting
that the power the metropoli-
tan police are exercising for
long 33 years should not be
curtailed through the bill.

The law minister said the
police officers apprehend the
CrPC amendment, if passed,
will pave the way for conflicts
between the executive magis-
trates and the metropolitan
police.

Following a request of the
police high-ups, he said his
ministry has decided to rake
more nme to examine the bill
more closely. "We'll ask for a
week moreto do so.”

Asked about the recom-
mendation of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
law ministry to empower
executive magistrates to take
cognisance of offences, the
minister said, "We'll consider
both the sides so that there is
no scope for conflicts.”

Shalique sald they are not
under any pressure for not
passing the law, but since the
metropolitan police have
raised a demand, they will go
for further scrutiny.

He said the police adminis-
tration felt that if the bill is
passed, the existing power of
the metropolitan police in six
divisions will be curtailed and
there might be conflict of
power berween the metropoli-
tan police and the executive
magistrates.

IGP Nur Mohammad said
they discussed the CrPC
amendment bill with the law
minister, who assured them of
considering their points.

“If the CrPC is amended in
parliament, the metropolitan
police will not have magis-
tracy power. We told the minis-
ter to keep in force the DMP

The Pty Star
Bill on CrPC to be examined '-

Act, 1976, which did not create
any problem in the last 33
years,” the IGP added.

The police boss belieyes
they have been able to cop.
vince the law minister ang
hopes their suggestion woylg
be considered.

The immediate past care.
taker government promuyl.
gated the ordinances in 2007
to separate the judiciary from
the executive in line with the
Supreme Court directives.

The Bangladesh Police
Service Association has been
calling for the government 1
scrap away with that as they
fear the district magistrates in
the metropolises might dic-
tate law enforcers.

State Minister for Law
Qamrul Islam, Home
Secretary Abdus Sobhan
Sikder Sheikh, Director
General of Rab Hasan
Mahmud Khandaker,
Additional IGP NBK Tripura,
DMP Commissioner Shahidul
Islam and other senior police
officers were present at the
meeting held at the law minis-
try.

BNP stages walkout
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speaker expunged all of what
they said.

He said the deputy speaker,
who was presiding over the
siting, allowed the BNP law-
makers' speeches, but the
speaker expunged those. “It's
totally beyond of courtesy,” he
claimed.

Earlier, taking the floor to
speak on call-attention
notices, newly elected women
lawmakers of BNP blasted AL
lawmaker Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim for his previous remark
about late president Ziaur
Rahman.

Speaker Abdul Hamid
expunged all speeches, which
were not relevant to the con-
tent of the call-attention
noticesof the BNPlawmakers.

“It's unfortunate that on the
firstday the women lawmakers
made indecent remarks,” the
speaker, who entered the
House after disposal of call-
attention notices, said.

The women lawmakers of
BNP, who spoke on call atten-
tion notices, made statements
beyond the contents of their
notices and made 'indecent’
remarks about AL lawmaker
Selim and the ruling party, he
said.,

When the women lawmak-
ers were speaking, treasury
bench lawmakers, particularly
women lawmakers who
joined the House yesterday,

were protesting at remarks
from BNP MPs.

A number of treasury
bench lawmakers were
repeatedly trying to draw
attention of Deputy Speaker
Shawkat Ali, who was presid-
ing over the sitting at that
time, as they were speaking
beyond the content of the
notices.

Later, the AL lawmaker took
the floor to give personal clari-
fication and started criticising
Zia’s role in the liberation war.
He accused Zia of involving in
the mass killing at Chitagong
onMarch 25, 1971.

“The activities of Ziaur
Rahman after the liberation
war seemed to be that of an
agentof Pakistan,” Selim said.

As the AL lawmaker started
criticising Zia's role, the BNP-
led opposition lawmakers
staged the walkout. He also
made 'indecent’ remarks
about BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

Later AL lawmaker Suranjit
Sengupta said the opposition
won't stage the walkeus, had
the deputy. speaker not
allowed the women lawmak-
ers to speak beyond the con-
tentof their notices.

Forty-five lawmakers
elected to reserved seats for
women in parliament joined
the current session yesterday
afternoon after they took oath
earlierin theday.

[ranian missile
experts in

N Korea

AFP, Tokyo

A group of Iranian missile
experts is in North Korea to
help Pyongyang prepare for a
rocket launch, Japan's Sanke;
Shimbun newspaper reported
yesterday.

launch a communications
satellite over northern Japan
between April 4 and 8, and the
report said the 15-strong
Iranian delegation had beenin
the country since the begin-
ning of this month.

It includes senior officials
with Iranian rocket and satel-
lite producer Shahid Hemmat
Industrial Group, the daily
said, quoting unnamed
sources.

The Iranians brought a

letter from their President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-1I stressing the impor-
tance of cooperating on space
technology, itadded.
" The United Starés and'its’
Asian allies suspect North Korea
is using the launch as a cover for
along-range missile test.

North Korea and Iran have
both come under interna-
tional pressure over their
nuclear activities and are
reported to maintain close ties

on missile technology.
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Invitation for Tenders

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

1| Ministry/Division Ministry of Cultural Affairs.

2 | Agency Nazrul Institute.

3 | Procuring entity name Nazrul Institute.

4 | Invitation for Purchase of 1( one) Unit Microbus.

5 | Invitation Ref No. F3/23/&0-8(89)/2003/50, TIRAL 38 F1E 300> |

6 | Procurement method Open tendering method (national).

7 | Budget and source of funds GOB, Revenue Budget.

8 | Tender package name Purchase of 1 (one) Unit Microbus, minimum 1950c¢,
12 seater.

9 | Tender last selling date 12 April 2009.

10 | Tender closing date and time 13.04.2009, 12.30hrs.

11 | Tender opening date and time

13.04.2009, 13.00 hrs.

12 | Name & address of the office(s) | Nazrul Institute, House # 330/B, Road # 28 (Oid),
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209.
-Selling tender document Do
-Receiving tender document Do
-Opening tender document Do
13 | Eligibility of tenderer () Current year trade licence, (i) Up-to-date fax
clearance certificate, (i) VAT registration certificate,
(iv) 5 (five) years experience in supplying of goods of
simlar nature to  govt/semi-govt./autonomous
organization, (v) Other requirements described in the
tender documents.
14 | Brief description of goods or | Purchase of 1 (one) unit Microbus with CNG as per
works specifications described in the tender documents.
15 | Price of tender document (Tk) | Tk. 1000/- (one thousand) (non-refundable).
16 | Lot | Identification of lot Location Tender security | Completion time
No amount (Tk) in weeks/ months
1. | Purchase of 1 (one) | Nazrul Institute, | Tk. 60,000/- 30 (thirty) days
Unit Microbus, | House # 330/B, | (sixtythousand) | after awarding
minimum 1950cc, 12 | Road # 28 (Old), contract
seater, with CNG | Dhanmondi
system. Residential Area,
Dhaka-1209
17 | Name of official Inviting | Md Earshad Hossain, ndc.
tender |
18 mgnaﬁm of official inviting | Executive Director (Joint Secretary).
tender
19 | Address of official inviting | Nazrul Institute, House # 330/8. Road # 28 (O,
tender Ohanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209.

20

21

) | Contact details of official
inviting tender

9114602

GD-1640

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.

Executive Director

Nazrul Institute, Dhaka ‘
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