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Certificate Giving

- & Musical Soiree
Organiser: Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy
Venue: National Music
and Dance Centre, BSA
Date: March 29

Time: 5:30pm

~ Life's realities portrayed through theatre.

by members of the organisation.

“Theatre is a powerful medium to
convey messages. At this festival mem-

Nijera Kori, an NGO organised a two-day
street theatre festival titled “"Natokey
Amra Jiboner Katha Boli” at the Rabindra
Sarobar open stage, Dhanmondi, starting
from March 27. The festival aimed at
raising social awareness through cultural
programmes -- streegt plays, 'gano

sahgeft and 'pof-ef gaan' (3"genre of"

narrative folk song).

The performances were staged by
members of 'Nijera Kori: Bhumiheen
Samiti,' an organisation of landless

people.
The plays were based on real life stories
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bers of the Bhumiheen Samiti will stage
plays based on their own experiences.
Such plays can contribute greatly in
generating social awareness,” said Khushi
Kabir, coordinator, Nijera Kori,

welcome speech.

The festival opened with a group per-
f6tmarce. Members“of “Dhaka“and™
Khulna branches performed five songs --
"Shoshoner jinjir bhangbo mora,”
"Amader

michhiley moder odhikaar,"

shongraam cholbey,”
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Addressing real life issues
with street performances

Two-day festival at Rabindra Sarobar by Nijera Kori

in her

"Shadher Bangla-

desh-eraajeihaal” and "Jegey otho.”

A total of four plays were staged at the
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Group Art Award Giving
Exhibition Ceremo
Organiser: Shako ﬂ‘:‘hi'“ﬂ mﬂ
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, i
H 21, Rd 4, Dhanmondi SHEKO N R0 e
Date: March 27-April 4 Venue: Shahand Zia
Time: 10am-8pm Wikmen Artad Awsor aton of Auditorium, Natonal
BANGLADENH Museumn, Shahbag
Date: April 7
Time: 6.30pm
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festival by members of Dhaka,
Chirtagong, Khulna and Rajshahi wings
of the organisation. On the opening day,
two plays -- "Banglar Mukh" and "Oikyer
Daak" -- by members of the Chittagong
and Rajshahi Branch respectively, were
staged.

The play “Banglar Mukh” addressed
the issue of acid violence and “Oikyer
Daak"” called for the trial of war crimi-

“Hals.

On _the concluding day members of
Dhaka branch staged “Jago Bangali.”
Khulna branch staged “Phirey Petey Chai”
-- addressing the ecological effects of the
shrimp industry in southern parts of the

country. These involve a battle between some monsters, including Source: Intemet
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Movie Watch

Monsters vs. Aliens:

3-D fun with a giantbri
and a dumb blob

“Monsters vs. Aliens” cheerfully converts the

two major sources of cinematic terror --
invaders from outer space and inhuman,
ungodly terrestrial creatures -- into wacky,
goofy, familiar figures. The movie, directed by
Rob Letterman and Conrad Vernon from a many-
authored script, comes out of DreamWorks Animation
and offers the latest twist on the easygoing, parodic
formula refined in the studio's “Shrek” franchise and
last year's “Kung Fu Panda.”

Just as "Shrek” and its successors pushed aside
the sweet enchantment of traditional fairy tale
movies in favour of belching and winking (with a
saving spoonful of sugar at the end), so does
“Monsters vs. Aliens” turn fright and
apocalypse into strenuous, noisy, 3-D fun.

The film, like “Coraline” and “Bolt,”
tries to take 3-D technologybeyond
gimmickry and to make it the basis
foranewkind of visual spectacle.

“Monsters vs. Aliens” is no better than most
family-friendly animated entertainment, but there does
seem to be more of it. Everything looks bigger and rounder.
The environment is deeper and thicker. The blob of blue goo
with one eye and Seth Rogen's voice is more palpably,
quiveringly slimy.

That blob, named B.O.B,

______ Rl

IS an entirely predictable

supporting character in a movie like this: the dumb one
whose off-the-wall observations provide a steady stream of
mild and easy laughs. Rogen's affable stoner vibe is the best

thing in “Monsters vs. Aliens.”

The movie is a highly competent, smartly engineered

deliverysystem for the veryclichés it pretends to subvert.

The most surprising of these may be the romantic-comedy
convention of an interrupted wedding, an apbamnr disaster
that will of course turnout to be a blessing. This is because the
would-be bride, Susan (Reese Witherspoon), is a charming
young woman betrothed to a self-absorbed cad (Paul Rudd),
whose eventual comeuppance provides a nice, sequel-

enabling coda after the crazy action sequences are done.
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Solo Art

Exhibition
Title: Saga of the Padma
Artist: Monsur Ul Karm
Venue: Bangal Gallery of
Fine Arts, M 275F, Rd 27
(old), Dhanmondi

Date; March 20-31
Time: 12-8pm
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a mishap that makes her grotesquely gigantic, and what is
techiucally only one alien, a many-legged, many-eyed
intergalactic imperialist voiced by Rainn Wilson. San
Francisco is destroyed, and a few other kind of cool things
happei, but in spite of its striving for visual novelrty, the movie
Is curiously unmemorable, partly because nearly all of its
humor depends on your having seen something like it before,
even ifyou haven't

In addition to Rogen's dumb blob, there is a brainy
scientist-monster (Hugh Laurie), a vain, macho monster
(Will Arnett) and a speechless, fuzzy, gigantic monster that
provides the film's gratuitous hat-tip to the Japanese anime
tradition. _ 24
=~ These eanhbummmm :
quarantine, overseen by a general with a buzz cut and a drill
sergeant's bark, provided by Kiefer Sutherland. Everyone
goes whirling through the air, fires off some wisecracks and
generally has agood time.
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