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Pakistani tribesmen search for victims amidst the debris at the site of a suicide blast at a mosque in the town of Jamrud yesterday. A
suicide bomber blew himself up in a packed mosque in northwest Pakistan during Juma prayers, killing 48 people and wounding dozens

in one of the deadliest attacks in the nuclear-armed nation.
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AFP, Colombo

of Tamil Eelam) terrorists,” the ministry

Sri Lanka stepped up a drive to dislodge
Tamil rebels from a narrow patch of land
yesterday amid fresh international calls
for a truce to save thousands of civilians

trapped in the war zone.

Security forces were engaged in heavy
fighting and poised to overrun another
Tamil Tigers defence line near
Puthukkudiriruppu in northeastern
Mullaittivu district, the defence ministry

sald.

"Military operations are in progress at
north of Puthukkudiriruppu as troops are
steadily approaching the fourth earth-
bund built by the LTTE (Liberation Tigers

saldinastatement.

of 13ofthem.

of trapped civilians.

It said troops had killed an estimated
29 Tiger rebels and recovered the bodies

The statement came as the United
Nations, backed by Britain and the United
States, pressed for a "humanitarian
pause” in the fighting and blamed Tamil
rebels for the plight of tens of thousands

UN humanitarian chief John Holmes
told reporters in New York after an infor-
mal UN Security Council briefing that his
main concern was “the civilian popula-
tion trapped in the combat area and not
beingallowed out by the LT'TE."

The Baily Star

UN, US, UK urge pause
in Lankan fighting

Fresh fighting rages in north

He added that he was pressing for

urgent humanitarian access to the com-

batareain Sri Lanka,

"We suggested the idea of some kind of
humanitarian pause to allow that to
happen and to allow the civilian popula-
tion to leave,” he said.

“This is an extremely worrying situa-
tion and therefore, our first appeal is to
the LTTE to let the civilians out in a safe
and orderly fashion.”

UN human rights chief Navi Pillay has
said that more than 2,800 civilians have
been killed in Sri Lanka since late January
and said both sides in the conflict could
be guilty of war crimes.

US to talk with
Kyrgyzstan on
retaining key
air base

AJ:I‘. Moscow

AFP, Washington

US lawmakers welcome
Obama's Afghan plan

dstatement.

Kyrgyzstan has invited the
United States to discuss retain-
ing the Manas air base outside
Bishkek that serves as a key
supply route to Afghanistan, a
senior US official said in
Moscow yesterday.

"We've agreed to enter into
discussions with the Kyrgyz at
their invitation on the possi-
bility of the agreement (on the
air base remaining in force),”
the official, who asked not to
be named, said in Moscow.

Kyrgyzstan on February 20
officially set in motion the
process for closing the airbase
at Manas, outside the Kyrgyz
capital, by handing the United
States a 180-day notice to
leave the base.

The base is a vital support
post for US and Western oper-
ations, as it is used for ferrying
tens of thousands of troops in
and out of Afghanistan each |
year and also hosts planes
used for mid-air refuelling of

crack down on extremists.

warned inastatement.

US lawmakers yesterday warily welcomed
President Barack Obama's new Afghan war
plan but openly worried about getting more
Nato help and doing enough to get Pakistan to

"The proposed military escalation in
Afghanistan, without an adequate strategy in
Pakistan, could make the situation worse, not
better," Democratic Senator Russell Feingold

Feingold, a member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, said he was "pleased” by
Obama's focus on crushing Al-Qaeda terrorists,
fighting Afghan corruption, and boosting aid for
economic developmentand the rule of law.

But he worried "the new strategy may still be
overly Afghan-centric,” and stressed that "we
need to fully address the inextricable links
between the crisis in Afghanistan and the insta-
bility and terrorist threats in Pakistan.”

The top Republican on the House Armed
Services Committee, Representative John
McHugh, urged colleagues to back the strategy
but called for deploying another 10,000 troops
and urged Obama to win more Nato support.

"All eyes now turn to the upcoming Nato
summit and the administration's efforts to sell

McHugh also warned his colleagues against
the political divisions that met then-president
George W, Bush's 2007 troop "surge” in Iraq
that contributed to the stunning security turn-
around in that war-torn country

"Some will attempt to reach back to the Iraqg
‘surge debate, dust off the arguments used to
oppose the successful strategy, and apply them
to president’'s new Afghanistan strategy. We
cannot allow this minimalist approach to creep
into the newstrategy," he said.

McHugh said any congressional
"benchmarks” to judge the new strategy's
success must be "realistic” and not merely a
tool "to narrow the president's strategy under
the guise of accountability.”

"Congress has to ensure the strategy is fully
funded, resourced and executed," said
McHugh, who urged Obama to meet a top US
general's request for about 10,000 more sol-
diers on top of the currenty planned deploy-
ments.

Top Afghanistan commander US General
David McKiernan said earlier this year that he
envisioned a need for 30,000 more troops.
Obama has already announced he is sending
17,000 additional soldiers and was to unveil
plans Friday to send 4,000 more to train Afghan
security forces

combatcraft. this strategy to our allies,” the lawmaker said in
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Phone : 8824180 - 7, Ext : 2032.

Tender for TV Spot Airing.

| Project Name | BRAC Health Program (TB)
| Source of Fund Donor Fund

| Tender Package no | BHP (TB) - Ad/02/09
iRefer:nce and | [FT/BRAC/BPD-BHP/09-10
| date | March 23, 2009

| Airing of TV Spot on Television for
1B

' Name of Item

Duration From April, 2009 to March, 2010

PHOTO: AFP
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov shakes hands with United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (R) during a meeting of the Shanghai
Group in Moscow yesterday. The group which unites China, Russia and
Central Asian states, met amid mounting international concems over the
resurgence of the Taliban militants in Afghanistan.

| Price of Tender Documents | Tk : 1.000/- (Non-Refundable)

| Name and address of the Office | Accounts Department (4 Floor),
‘ Selling Tender Document | Annex Building, BRAC Centre,
| | | 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212

| Date and Time for ‘ From 29 March to o8 Apnl 2009
= Selling Tender Document | Time: From 9.00 am to 3: 00pm.

| Name and address of the Office BRAC Procurement Department

!Rex:cnmg & Opening Tenders | (BPD), 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-
1212

1

| Date and Time for Submussion { On April 09, 2009
of Tenders ' Time; From 9.00am to 2.00 pm

| Date and Time for Opening of | Apnl 09, 2009

Britain readg; for talks

with Taliban

AFP, Copenhagen

Britain is ready to hold talks with the Taliban if the insurgents put
down their weapons and support democracy in Afghanistan,
British Defence Secretary John Hutton said here Thursday.

"Adialogue is possible only if they lay down the weapons and
support the democratic process. If people are willing to do that, I
have no problem with that,” he said.

"Of course it's possible to reach such kind of accommoda-
tions," he said at a news conference alongside Danish counter-
partSoeren Gade.

But Hutton added that it was "impossible to imagine arecon
ciliation with the fundamentalist extremists, those who hated

*PTI,*IIrusa!em 7 YT

| Tenders | Time: 3.00 pm s
NSS! AT LI | zy
e fafeEtm cereaT s ArEs :_IELM.!?*
3y farm wfqvgg
F 15 B34, @3 oA, 33, Vs fam ufsfas SO B R R

CITEA1LH] A4, BIa1-3309

tz% g Fea/aifTeMunaR-La/o9/288

fAcart fReate

oy famda wfwagr e amramad) aenem Jofffaees ceremaat gty e A2 T AR l
fefars (tafae s o3 faoa) e & Ars o3 (42) o “HiEeR” Ao ¥ e | =g

zidlorrera Fral ors QrAEasa QAW 9 08 |

TIE W

Afab1er G SHrFe A

15 HE W TR BT -1

falrat, e

g

"l AT/, ok/i00d/30Y

a2 e ATHA AT HeHT!

—_————— e =

- eifads 23/09 S h
ATATET F*rH1sre e 3/oofi00

od gEer (miceaa) o

wa°q qifee

i et/ gAGA A

.

i 2
T

[ ]

v wWrewarde fae amm, (e am, arerr oam, afum e, @il e, ee :nf-r-:l
63/05)3000% wifad au, Avfaey, fre cerm, of frmre e, Sfewe FAACE © TwEw

7unifg S de Wawa TS T |

) HWAAMTEE AN SaE (F) SN it orends wfeAr @dF enfus Freee aniel em ey
wora4 (%) seafs corn 3 29 A snicea srenfus wfa, (1) gritm ZEfAwe vl /ofors
guranA /e svforem amd sfirrma et e avfreyerdhre samem, (9) Y3 oy
erarhs w6 gwa vifafae Mo e, (8) tav wiEfee emEvm aw worEE (5)

wismer Mo vife F90% 4 |

5|  wravRem STl on/o8/on%t wifad wfer wmrmm wng “gww #fasers, e aisfaec
ceremATas ared, 31 fandm wfiga, ow wam (e3 wm), 33, e finn afef@S, Cramon 3,
srel-3209" a8 FeEm oyma wreol/efa fSmam (s @ | syl oftys o faerg

#Z198 =WrAawaTra FarAfa afen am o4 oa |

aAATE @2 aora e fefeerom |

fofe.suay

- 05-05-on%t ifard «dfa 2UA S (AT 9o ACTEA 4] €03 A | SfHarel AW osta %

¢ % fomor owtn wdqTen Prere gETs A A4 Tra ) @R e i et fronererd
¥ o 7 wefera o arfors famfe afen Fam sfvem sares a0m@ |

fqeafe

AfF51HH @ e AEN,
fqSral, AEr M NEd -
GAME/8 . 04/3008/>38

offads dr/o/2005%8 99
Ty efage ANy
fatral 2f~Ehr IO
o1 afrBhm fafey waw,
fafee B, ifd=r o o

Agaarza vaqa  fawie
afeard  gracraae;  Alfen

afern cargen a1 28 |

fAq1e/orH-) 3 »Y (8)/32-9-0b

Ca1y WY (1T
wgravue e

CaNe WM (@O
gan v

(TR Bodi2

fofs- Jouo

Maoists planning
to target VIPs in
Chhattisgarh

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Raipur

Maoists are looking to target
VIPs and VVIPs in
Chhattisgarh in the run-up to
the Lok Sabha poll to get
global publicity, a senior
police official said Friday,
citing fresh intelligence
inputs,

Maoists, who have
announced a boycott of the
polls and asked people to stay
away from the election pro-
cess, have stepped up violence
since filing of nominations
began in the state March 23.
Accordingto asenior official at
the police headquarters here,
the leftist insurgents are keen
to target important political
figures coming to the state
nextmonth to campaign.

India, Israel
sign $1.4b deal
on air defence
system

India has signed its biggest
defence deal with Israel for the
purchase of a state-of-the- art
air defence system at a whop-
ping costof USD 1.4 billion (Rs
7,042). Israel Aerospace
Industries (IAI) has officially
acknowledged that the
defence deal between the two
countries was inked on
February 27 under which
Israel will develop and manu

| facture seaborne and shore
| based systems against missilc

attack on India, business dail\
'‘Globes' reported.

The signing of the deal
comes as India is in advance
stage of testing of its own anti
missile shield.

PHOTO: AFP

Members from Indian political party National Akali Dal shout slogans during a rally in New Delhi
yesterday protesting comments attributed to Varun Gandhi, a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader

. and grandson of former Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi.

BJP intensifies attack

on Manmohan

P11, CNN-IBN, New Delhi

Stepping up attack on Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
BJP yesterday said if he could
not contest the Lok Sabha
elections and participate in a
television debate with LK
Advani due to health reasons,
then how will he lead the
nation.

"Manmohan Singhji is
neither ready to fight the
election nor ready for a TV
debate with our prime minis-
terial candidate LK Advani.
His illness is being cited as an
excuse,” senior BJP leader VK
Malhotrasaid.

“If heisill and can noteven
come foraTV debate then how

PR =

of the country,” he told report-
ers.

Malhotra said Singh con-
tested the Lok Sabha elections
just once and he was defeated
then.

Manmohan Singh is being
pitched as the UPA's next
prime ministerial candidate if
the Congress comes t0 power
in General Elections 20089.

However, according to
Congress sources, Manmohan
will not be contesting the Lok
Sabha elections.

Instead, just like 2004, he
will be using the Rajya Sabha
routeifhe returns to office.

The party's clarification
comes in response to opposi-
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dcan'h:ebécu*h;e PrimeMinister-

e QT
tiont leader L K Advani's chal-
lenge to the PM to become a
LokSabha member.

Advani on Thursday chal-
lenged Singh to a live TV
debate similar to the practice
in the US where rival political
leaders take on each other.

Reacting to the challenge,
Congress spokesperson
Jayanti Natrajan had said the
BJP seems to be "obsessed”
with everything in US.
However, she said it was upto
the prime minister to respond
tothe challenge.

The senior BJP leader said
the Congress is in shambles
after many key allies
deserted the party in the last
couple ofdays
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DGM - Service

Manager —
Service

Asst Manager
- Admin

Sr. Executive
/ Executive -
Sales

Sr. Executive/

Oualifications

Runner Group, a well reputed and leading business group, engaged in diversified
businesses like motorcycles, trucks, tractor and pickup vans, electronic home
appliances and automatic brick manufacturing seeks application from the potential
candidates to fill up the following positions immediately:

B.Sc engineering in mechanical/electrical with minimum 15 years experience

in service department in automobiles sector of which at least 7 years exposure
in senior position. Capable of managing a large service team which is located
all over the country. Demonstrate accountability and leadership experience in
automobile servicing to meet the customer satisfaction.

The conditions except educational qualification may be relaxed for well

deserving candidate.

B.Sc engineering in mechanical/electrical having 8-10 years experience in
service department in automobiles sector. The candidate should be result-

oriented with good supervisory & customer handling capability.

Masters in any discipline. At least 5 years practical experience in Admin Dept.
Experience in Logistics, Transport Management, Security Management and

maintaining liaison with the related Government offices and authorities.
Capable of looking after day to day administration of a large group of

companies.

RN Executive -
(e7b) Store
Mahardra
guvjarad Trmetor
T Executive
Legal Affairs
Executive —
Construction

Our Employee is Our Strength

B.Sc in Mechanical Engineering or Diploma Engineering or MBA/M.Com in
Marketing /Management. Willing to work any where in the country. Fresh
Candidates are encouraged to apply.

Graduate / Diploma in engineering with 2-3 years experience in spare parts
management / automobile service or workshop.

Masters in Law. Must be conversant with Labour law, Company law and other
legal / regulatory matters etc. Fresh candidates are encouraged to apply.

Diploma in Civil engineering with 3 years experience in construction field.

Computer literacy is must for all the above mentioned positions. Please mention the
position applied for on the top left hand corner of the envelope.

Attractive and competitive compensation package will be offered to the right person.
Interested self-driven candidates are requested to forward their CV along with a covering
letter and 2 copies recent passport size colour photograph to the following address on or
before 4t April 2009:
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