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* Hyder Husyn’s ode to
a national tragedy

Solo Art Installation
Title: Kagojer Chhayay
E_Ihlbltlﬁl Artists: Wakilur Rahman
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20, Rd 16, Sec 4, Venue: Nalinikanto
Uttara Bhattashali Gallery,
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. Bruce Willis and Emma Heming

ET confirms that actor Bruce Willis has
married his girlfriend of a year, model/
actress Emma Heming.

A small, private wedding ceremony
took place last Saturday at Willis" home in
Parrot Cay, Turks & Caicos, arep said.

In attendance were the 54-year-old
actor's first wife, Demi Moore, and her

i husband Ashton Kutcher, as well as his
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KARIM WAHEED as he "dislikes making ashow out of mourning
eereeeesseesesesemm st eseeseeessssaeesarssesesensasenss & tTagedy." Reactions like this, however, are

L L B & A necessary, according to responses posted on
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ASrnamos SR UE oS S nadt Tl The video went on air three/four days ago.
Hyder Husyn's ode to the recent Pilkhana trag- The songwas recorded in one take.
edy is generating rave responses as the music Husyn's last studio album "Shopno” was
video surfaced on Facebook and Youtube. released last year. He is currently working on

According to the lyricist-composer-singer, compositions for his next record and another
he "reluctantly” composed the song in a day, album, featuringsinger Ronti Das.
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daughters Rumer, Scout, and Tallulah
Belle. The couple plans to hold a civil cere-
monywhen they return to California.

Willis and Heming, 30, met through
mutual friends and have been dating for
more than a year.
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Cultural

programme on
Int’l Water Day

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Pabna
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Marking International
Water Day on March 22, a
cultural programme was
held to generate aware-
ness about safe water. The
event was held at the
Pabna Town Hall.
Department of Public
Health (DPH) and NGO
Forum, jointly organised
the event. Earlier, a dis-
cussion was held at Pabna
Zila Parishad Auditorium,

Executive Engineer of
Public Health depart-
ment, Md. Zamanur

Rahman, chaired the
discussion while ADM
Pabna, Md. Emam Uddin
Kabir; Pabna Sadar
Upazila UNO, Habibur
Rahman; Professor Abdul
Karim; Shahnawaz Salam
and NGO Forum official
Mizanur Rahmdn spoke
on thenccaslnn
Eamun g competition
eld at Pabna PCC
Audnunum Later artistes
performed music, street
play and dance depicting
walerms&smﬂa.ngladesh

NIVEDITA RAITZ VON FRENTZ
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“There is an imaginary, indiscernible veil around us, which haunts me. It is the
compelling force behind the pace of my progression. I have always wanted to
know what lies on the other side of this imperceptible veil. No wonder, it can be
found in almost all mywork."

Artistic leanings are often deep-seated in childhood; such was the case with
Fareha Zeba. Rambles with her mother along riverbanks and through woods
kept her in sync with nature, Noticing Zeba's creativity blossoming, her mother
enrolled her into children's art classes run by Charukala. She went on to win the
junior Zainul Abedin award, convincing her parents to let her proceed with an
arts degree.

At Charukala, Zeba was doubly
blessed, in her teachers and friends.
The former introduced her to a variety
of techniques, encouraging her to
explore and experiment. Being from a
conservative family, Zeba was truly
amazed by the freedom encapsulating
Charukala; painting was her release
from the cocoons of tradition. She met
an eclectic bunch of people, including
her classmate and husband Saidul
Haque Juise.

From the word go, figurative, politi-
cal and women's themes have been
close to Zeba's heart, moving her to
use them as bases for several exhibi-
tions. She has striven hard to establish
her own, individual style, and tried
painting on a daily basis, her sketch-
book her constantcompanion.

First solo exhibitions are always
memorable and Zeba's was no excep-
tion. Held in Cox's Bazaar in the early
1980s, mostly graphics and woodcuts
were on display. Jumpingin at the deep
end, she recalls being pleasantly sur-
prised by the positive public response.
“Little watercolours that made up my

everyday personal diary led to my Ap artwork by Fareha Zeba '
second solo venture. I covered numer-

ous topics, experimenting, trying to break from typical artistic norms. Again, |
was satisfied with people's reactions,” added Zeba.

At a private show in Denmark in 1993, other artists commented on the
similarities between her and avant garde Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo's
work. Previously unaware of Kahlo, Zeba's research revealed a startling
resemblance in their thought processes. “A friend and I wanted to develop
an awareness of Frida in Bangladesh. I became obsessed and read exten-
sively about her life, driven to do an exhibition combining our styles,”
resulting in Zeba's ultimate tribute, “Homage to Frida Kahlo.” She consid-
ers her Frida phase to be the most important as an artist, a significant

turning pointin her life.
Having always taken a keen interest in women's issues, it 1S not surprising
that Zeba admired the progressive ways of stalwart Bangladeshi feminist

Fareha Zeba: Bui

Francophone

Film Festival

sor: Alliance
mFmdlﬂmim
Raihan Film Socety
Venue: Auditorium, AFD,
Rd 3, Dhanmondi
Date: March 16-24
Time: S5pm onwards
March 24: La graine et le
mullet, The Dissidents

ilding Bridges

author, Sufia Kamal. Zeba dedicated her last solo show in 2003, “Twilight
Magic,” to Sufia Kamal, so named after her first poetry book, “Sha(n)jher Maya.”
“The event seemed to strike a chord with the public and was also a success
because of backing from Sufia Kamal's family,” said Zeba.

Seeing the plight of their teacher Mahbubul Amin portrayed pathetically on
television, Zeba and fellow artist Kuhu tried, unsuccessfully, to form a group to
help needy artists. Soon after, a peace-themed exhibition was hosted in honour
of an Indian delegation of female artists, journalists and activists. This was the
breeding ground from which germinated the idea for '‘Shako' (Bengali for
bridge), a group of nine women artists, of which Zeba is an active member.

Some profits from Shako’s annual show are donated to charities such as
CRP (Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed), Acid Survivors'
Foundation and various drugs reha-
bilitation projects. Shako always
invites other women artists to join the
exhibition, enabling a confluence of
techniques and styles. Every year,
Shako also arranges a competition for
art college students, with substantial
financial rewards. Zeba believes that
the use of watercoloursis on the wane;
the exhibition is seen as an opportu-
nity not only to encourage budding
artists, but also to foster a re-
emergence of watercolour as an inte-
gral artistic medium. To teach under-
privileged Bangladeshi children some
craft, setting them on the road to self-
sufficiency is on Zeba's wish list. In
this regard, Shako's effort to train
differently-abled girls to make greet-
ing cards is a success story. “We are
trying to put something back into
society and dispel the negative image
that sometimes attaches to artists.”

Her initial European experience in
the early 90s brought with it exposure
to installation and video art which
“‘changed my definition of art. I real-
1sed that such art fnrms had been

Caldaasiiga g - = & e lOong-practised mE % _
PEERNY NN . of dynarﬁlc Gerfuaﬂ’ artist oSeph
Beuys.” Zeba's first serious installation was appreciated by her peers at

another all-women's workshop in Alexandria. Most recently, a long-
cherished Ethiopian sojourn brought home the compelling differences in
the church paintings compared to their European counterparts.

An exhibition of Zeba's recent works, paintings done in the last three years,
is on at Galleri Kaya (House 20, Road 16, Sector 4, Uttara). Once again, topics
she feels passionately about, women and the unsettling current global situa-
tion, are the rationales. She has introduced new colours into the mixed media
paintings. “I haven't shown anyone these pictures, so I'm very excited at the
prospect. Pink gives a certain softness and orange is a strong colour appealing
tomany.” The showends on April 3.
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The wrleris a freelance contributor

to Bangkok, Kuala Lum
Kmhmundu every week!

T lucky buyers of TV, Fridge, AC, (PS and Eleclric Se
Mﬂh‘ine will win mr ﬁdwls ihmuﬁh mw_dw iwry

Purund

" . e T ———— R— i il

Up to Tk ﬂ ensured /.

discount through scratch card

T920Y000]discount

with 40” SAMSUNGLCD TV
EreelDVD]Playe W

CYAESINGEREASAMSUNGI Le R )"

Expenses , visa, passporf and other necessities
vl be borne by the air ficket winners.

| 01552"205150 6

gAY

www.singerbd.com

:3

- - - i L8
ow s - ki g i RO )
"-h"b" L LA N T, - e R
L e o o i . g = . 3 5 » I"- ¥ oy o,
B Lt Sh S T o Lp o W
- il Y al Ly g . - ] 4 N

Tl

iy P
pe WT

i
...—_....._.-.—.-..1..----‘-\..-# e .

6 years

Special Warranty |
on TV and Fridge

e R i T e

0 % Interest

up to 90 days on
IPS, TV, Fridge, AC and LCD TV

i e s - il s

e  ——— . kil

Huge DISCOUI'“'

SlNGERme

Modern Life Begins Here
* Conditions apply

Please visit your nearest SINGER Plus shop today



