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US Afghan plan must have
‘exit strategy': Obama

US envoy outlines strategy to Nato, EU

AFP, Washungron/ Brussels

US President Barack Obama said the
United States must have an "exiat Strategy”
in Afghanistan even as it expands its mili

and economic fight

tary, diplomatic
againsta Taliban insurgency

"What we're looking lor is a compre
hensive strategy,” Obama said in an inter-
view atred Sunday on CBS television's 60

Minutesshow

"There's got to be an exit strategy,” he
['here's got to be a sense that this is

said
notaperpetual dnit.”

Obama's comments come as he pre
strategy

pares to roll out a new
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Afghanistan, against a backdrop of rising
insurgent violence that has questioned the
viability of a seven-year-old US-led effort
to create afunctioning democracy.

Obama said a decision last month to
more
Afghanistan -- largely to head off a spike in
violence before elections in August
the most cifficult he has had to make since

send 17,000

taking oflice

LIS commanders have said as many as
30,000 addinonal troops are needed to over
come astalemate in parts of Alghanistan. But
some analysts caution against a gradual
Viemam-like escalation in a country histori
callyhosule tooutsiders
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US troops to

Wils

In the CBS interview Obama narrowly
defined the US mission in Afghanistan as:
"Making sure al-Qaeda cannot attack the
US homeland and US interests and our
allies. That's the number one priority."

Meanwhile
Holbrooke outlined to Nato yesterday new
plans to beat insurgents in Afghanistan, as
President Barack Obama looks for a way to

JS

envoy Richard

end more than seven years of fighting
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PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lankan demonstrators protest against the Ceylinco Group in Colombo yesterday. Owned by the
Singapore counsel to Sri Lanka Lalith Kotelawala, the Ceylinco Group is going through a cash
crunch, after one of its subsidiaries collapsed unable to settle 230 billion dollars to depositors.

Cong-led coalition ahead
in Indian polls race

AFP Indo-Asian News Service
New Delhv Davangere

A coalition led by India's
ruling Congress Party will
secure the most seats in
upcoming elections, but not
enough to govern alone,
according to a poll published
‘_l.'f“-u[t'l'dd‘s'.

[he survey by research firm
Nielsen for the Star News

channel predicted a Congress-
led coalition could grab as
many, as' 257 seats m the'543-
member lower house of par-
llament.

An alliance led by the main
opposition Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) would secure 184
seats, the poll said.

Either bloc would need to
attract further support to
obtain the required 272-seat

majority.

Congress currently holds
|41 seats on its own, with the
BJP close behind at 137.

The survey also said regional
partes in southern India were
expected to do well, after faring
poorlyin the 2004 elections

India’'s 714 million eligible
voters will head to the polls in
phases from April 16 until
May 13.

Alter informal talks in Brussels over the
weekend, Holbrooke met with Nato chief
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer and the 26 ambas-
sadors, as the alliance battles with the
massive challenge posed by the Taliban,
al-Qaedaand their backers.

g

Advani says
his roots lie
in the RSS

ANI, Nagpur

e —

senior Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) leader I K Advani has said
that his roots lay in the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(R5S), the BJP's ideologue,

I have not forgotten this
the whole of my life that all the
responsibilities which I have
held and all that 1 have done
wis on the basis of the educa-
tion, traditions and blessings
ol the Sangh," Advani said,
who attended the three-day
conclave of the RSS here on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, RSS ques-
tioned the delay in the death
sentence for the December 13,
2001 Parliament attack
accused Afzal Guru,

TIONAL

@The Baily Star

PHOTO AFP
Handout photo shows Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani (C) and opposition leader Nawaz
Sharif (3rd R) addressing a press conference following a meeting in Lahore on Sunday. Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani and opposition leader Nawaz Sharif called for reconciliation to end
Pakistan's political crisis but stopped short of announcing concrete agreements.

Pakistan ' perilously

close' to being failed
state, says India

a““‘l’, New Delhi

Pakistan is "perilously close”
to becoming a failed state and
1s already "pretty dysfunc-
tional,” a senior Indian gov-
ernmentotficial has said.

Home Minister P,
Chidambaram also voiced
fears that the rise of the
laliban in neighbouring
Pakistan could have a spillover
effecton India.

'l do not think it (Pakistan)
1s a failed state butif it does not
arrest the decline, it is peril-
ously close to becoming one,"
he said in an interview on
India's CNN-IBN network to
be aired late Monday

It 1s pretty dysfunctional

today," Chidambaram said.

Asked if India has a stake in
ensuring stable civilian rule in
Pakistan, he replied; "Of
course a stable civilian demo-
cratic government means that
we know who we are dealing
with and there are checks and
balances."

He added that the rise of
the Taliban in Pakistan "will
encourage fundamentalists in
India to imitate them, and
number two the Taliban could
become a sponsor of terror in
India.”

"Therefore, | do not think
we In India can view this
lightly. We have to take thisas a
very serious and grave devel-
opment,” he said.

Pak thOps destroy
2 militant hideouts

AFP, Quetta

Pakistani troops yesterday
destroyed: rwo militant hide-
outs in the troubled south-
western province of
Baluchistan, where a UN
official was kidnapped last
month, officials said.

A large quantity of weap-
ons, rockets, explosives and
communication equipment
were found at two secret hide-

outs used by militants and
outlaws, a paramilitary
spokesman told AFP. The arms
cache ‘was destroyed,’ he
added.

Baluchistan, which borders
Afghanistan and Iran, has rich
energy resources but is rife
with regional insurgency and
sectarian violence. The prov-
ince has also been hit by
attacks blamed on Taliban
militants.
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Employment Opportunity

Women are especially encouraged to apply. Smokers need not apply

RDRS Bangladesh is inviting applications from qualified persons for the following positions of
different projects for immediate appointment.

. Project Coordinator (Adaptation to Climate Change Project)
Salary : Consolidated Tk.47,000 per month

Requirements :

Minimum Master's with 8-10 years professional experience in development field, including

5 years of proven leadership managing a large project team especially related with environment. Experienced
In senior management position with project management, staff supervision, report writing and budgetary
control including sound knowledge on climate change. Excellent communication skill i1s desirable. The
incumbent will be responsible for overall leadership of the project, including project implementation,
management, finance and administration. In collaboration with 7 national and 3 international partners of the
project, s’he will make a strong haison and coordination with NGOs, Government and donor agencies for
necessary direction of the project. Age : maximum 45 years (may be relaxed for deserving candidates).

2. Coordinator Monitoring & Evaluation (Food Security for Ultra Poor) - Re-advertisement
Salary : Consolidated Tk.30,000 per month

Requirements :

Minimum Masters, preferably in Statistics. Minimum 8 years experience in monitoring and

evaluation. Ability to survey, mobilize resource and provide input for advocacy. Knowledge on research
methodology/ type, I'T, computer application, report writing and database management 1s necessary. Excellent
communication and leadership skills are desirable. Candidates having motorcycle-driving license will be
preferred. Age : maximum 40 years.

3. Field Officer Asset Transfer (Food Security for Ultra Poor) - Re-advertisement

Salary : Consolidated Tk.24,000 per month

Requirements :

4. Monitoring Officer (Adaptation to Climate Change Project)
Salary : Consolidated Tk.15,000 per month

Requirements :

40 years.

5. Accounts cum Administrative Assistant (Adaptation to Climate Change Project)

Salary : Consolidated Tk.9,500 per month

Requirements

How to apply : Qualified applicants should apply to the Human Resources Coordinator, RDRS
Bangladesh, Radhaballabh, Jail Road, Rangpur within 3 April 2009 with detailed CV including contact
telephone/ cell phone number, 3 copies of recent passport size photographs, copies of all academic and
experience certificates. Please enclose a bank draft of Tk.100 for positions of 1- 4 and Tk.50 for the
position of SI. no. S as non-refundable commitment fee in favor of RDRS Bangladesh, drawn on
any scheduled bank in Rangpur. Applicants are requested to write the name of the position applied
for on the envelope. Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview. Any persuasion will

disqualify candidature.

Minimum B.Sc. (honors) in Animal Husbandry) / D.V.M. with sound knowledge of rural
IGA, human development and economic empowerment for extreme poor women. Minimum 3 years
experience in NGO field activities, asset procurement and management, training and IGA follow up. Good
communication and coordinating skills desirable. Must have willingness of frequent field visit with
motorcycle. Candidates having motorcycle-driving license will be preferred. Age : maximum 35 years.

Masters 1n any discipline with sound knowledge of project monitoring, variance analysis,
database management and data collection. Minimum 3 years working experience in M&E tools, field survey,
data compilation and report generation. Sound knowledge of MS Excel, Access and database design 1s
necessary. Good communication and coordinating skills desirable. Must have willingness of frequent field
visit with motorcycle. Candidates having motorcycle-driving license will be preferred. Age :

Minimum Bachelor of Commerce with 2 years working experience in Accounts.
Understanding about office management, Administrative support is needed. The incumbent must have skills
in computer with a good keyboard speed in both English and Bangla. Age Limit : Maximum 35 years.

maximum

EC slips

FROM PAGE 16

holding the long overdue elec-
tions to the local government
bodies, officials added.

The EC last February com-
pleted a pilot project of updat-
ing the voter list with photo-
graphs Iin some areas in
Manikganj, without help of the
armed forces.

The armed forces' role in
preparing a flawless voter list
with photographs in 2007-08
had beenwidelylauded.

"The commission will

| review the implementation of

| weaknesses,"

the pilot projectand find out the
sald a senior

. official at the EC Secretarnat

wishing anonymity.

The official said the EC
would finalise the strategy to
update the voter List on the basis

. of the lessons learnt from the

plotproject.

The voter list with photo-
graphs was prepared in 2007-
08, registening people who were
I8 andabove on January 1, 2008.

Buton January 1, 2009, a year
later, many young people
became eligible for being regis-
tered asvoters.

Lalu parts ways with
Congress, to contest 28
Lok Sabha seats in Bihar

PT1, Patna

Dealing a major blow to the
Congress in Bihar, RJD sup-
remo Lalu Prasad today prac-
tically ended ties with it by
putting up candidates in three
constituencies where
Congress has sitting MPs,

Earlier, the three seats ---
Sasaram (SC), Madhubani and
Aurangabad --- were alloted to
the Congress by the RJD-LJP
combine.

At a hurriedly called press
conference here, the Railway
Minister released his party's
list of candidates from 28
seats, leaving the remaining

12, out of 40 Lok Sabha seats,
for the LJP. However, the
Congress resolved to contest
37 seats on ils own, sparing
Saran and Pataliputra, which
Lalu is to contest, and Hajipur
from where Paswan will try his
luck. Prasad today announced
his party’'s candidates even in
the seats won by the Congress
in 2004 Lok Sabha polls.

The RJD has fielded Lalan
Paswan, who resigned as
JD(U) member in the state
assembly before switching
over to the RJD yesterday,
against Union Minister and
Congress nominee Meira
Kumar from Sasaram (SC)

PDB's rental

FROM PAGE 1

tariff. When the government
signed these agreements in
January 2008, it aimed at
INncreasing power generation by
that summer. Now the purpose
of it has been severely compro-
mised,” saysaPDBsource.

EXperts now question
whether two of these three gas-
fired projects -- the Fenchugan;
50mw and Bogra20 mw -- have
any relevance now, given the
fact that the country is facing
tremendous gas crisis.

The PDB cannot generate
450'500mnl:ﬂpower due to gas
supply shortfall and there is no
chance that the government
would be able to supply enough
gas to all the power plants this
year or nextyear.

The problem with the
Fenchuganj plant is slightly
different. Though there is
enough gas in Sylhet to fire the
plant, there is notenough power
transmission line to evacuate
new power to other parts of the
country.

However, the Bhola plant
might be useful, as it has
Shahbazpur gas field --
untapped since 1993. Power
from this plant may be supplied
to Barisalregion

The then energy secretary,
who was repeatedly questioned
why inexperienced companies
like Energy Prima and Venture
Energy were given so many
contracts, had told The Daily
Star the penalty provision was
high enough as a disincentive
for the contractors for dilly-
dallyingwith their projects.

The penalty provision was
that for each day's delay, the
contractor will pay $500 for each
megawatt capacity

Both Energy Prima and
Venture Energy have been
repeatedly given various dead-
lines last year and the last dead-
line expired in January and
February While both of these
companies paid some penalty
in the beginning, they eventu-
allystoppedit

In fact, by now the rental

ower contract should have
Eeen automatcally cancelled.

The power ministry will sit

today to discuss the next course

ofaction

I'he PDB has already for-
warded the progress report to
the ministry regarding these
projects. In the report, PDB
marked that the contract with
Energy Prima should be
cancelled on grounds of failure
to meet contracted rental
capacity in the Bogra power
project

The PDB notes that Energy
Prima resorted to various lies
regarding possession of power
plant equipment. Before sign-
ing the contracts, the company
claimed that it possessed the
equipment, but soon after the
agreements, it wrote to PDB that
It was missing the deadline
because its third party contrac-
tor had failed to supply the
required gas-fired engines.

To give its failure a legal
cover, Energy Prima has also
submitted a Force Majeure
Notce to PDB. But PDB noted
that there was no scope for
Force Majeure under this con-
ract.

Despite such observations,
PDB says as there was severe
power shortage in the country,
the government may extend the
project deadline tdll May, if the
company withdraws its case,
pays its penalty of $500 per
megawatt per day and with the
term that if it failed to miss the
new deadline, it will pay $1,000
per megawatt perday penalty

Energy Prima’s Fenchuganj
power project is also in ashabby
state as it could not bring in all
equipmentrequired torunit.

Venture Energy last week
sought PDB's help in getting
clearance for import of some
equipment of its Bhola 34 5Smw
lant. Venture Energy owes PDB
iquidated damage worth $4.9
million, but it has paid $29
million saying it does not have
theability to paymore.

Energy Pnima of the Hosaf
Group that was awarded four
rental power projects has
missed its May 2008 deadline for
all of the four power projects
totalling 1 70mw capacity.

However, it brought two
power projects totalling 100mw
capacity online last year after
substantial delay.

Indian EC
censures vVarun
Gandhi

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA, Neu
Delhi

India’'s Election Commission
has strongly censured BJP
leader Varun Gandhi for his
inflammatory speeches, with
communal overtones, in
Pilibhit constituency, Uttar
Pradesh, and asked the saf
fron party not to field him as
Its candidate in coming par-
liamentary elections.

It also rejected Varun's
charge that the video footage
showing him making the
controversial speech was
tampered with and morphed
to pohtically malign him

The Commission in a
statement late on Sunday
night said it has seen the
video footage "not once but
several umes repeatedly and
Is fully convinced and sats-
fied that the CD has not been
tampered with, doctored or
morphed as alleged” by
Varun.

Data theft
attempt from
Indonesian «
mobile firm

AGENCIES, Jakarta

Chinese telecoms equipment
maker Huawei Technologies
has suspended an employee
suspected of trying to steal data
from Indonesian mobile firm
Excelcomindo (EXCL.JK),
according to officials at the
firmson Fnday.

“Itdidhappen butitwasonly
a reckless action [of] the
employee,” said a spokes-
woman for Indonesia’s third-
largest mobile phone firm PI
Excelcomindo Pratama Tbk
The visiing Huawei employee
was caught by a member of staff
at the firm butno companydata
was stolen, he said.

Thong Poh Wah, a spokes-
man for Huaweil [HWT.ULJ, said
the employee had retumed to
China.

"The employee has been
suspended while the company
Investigates the matter,” he
said.

"While the personal action
by this employee is in no way
connected with our company,
Huawel has issued an official
apology to our partner and has
taken appropriate disciplinary
actuon against the employee
and also taken steps to ensure
that this does not happen
again, " the spokesman added.

Hasnul Suhaimi, Excelcom's
president director, told Reuters
that it had received an apology
over theincident.

Your pathway to a top university in the UK
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These students have already discovered
how Kaplan International College can help
each of them succeed and embrace their
future with confidence. Will you join them?

IKAPLAN) INTERNATIONAL COLLEGES

B University | Glasgow
w7 Of Glasgmz‘ International College

-

The
Usiversity
of
Ehaffald

NOTTINGHAM"®
TRIKT UNIVIRYMTY

Neottngham Trent

UNIVERSITY OF

LIVERPOOL

LIVERPOOL

INTERNATIOMAL
KAPLAN) Sia™

The five Kaplan International Colleges offer world-class
preparation programmes with guaranteed progression
(on successful completion) to undergraduate or
postgraduate degree courses at some of the best
universities in the UK.

Ms S. Norman, International Marketing Manager, will be
visiting from the UK to conduct interviews and offer
on-the-spot admissions as follows:

Date:
Time:

Sunday 29 March 2009
11lam - 5pm

Venue: 15, Barun Bhaban (3rd Floor)

Tel:
Mob:
Email:
Web:

WWW kIC,OTg.Uk

Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

For appointments, please contact
Overseas Study Counseling Ltd. on:
9888735,9896516,8854002

01914 243054-66

oscmohant@citech-bd.com

www.osclbd.com

Limited scholarships available!

AN APPROVED PARTNER OF THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION. PROMOTING EDUCATION TO THE UK.




