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War in Barisal

“Mukto Bihango” to be unveiled on March 23
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Pantomime is a non-verbal
creative art form which uses
dramatic expression to con-
vey its message, A three- day
pantomime festival, titled
‘National Pantomime Festival
2009" began here on Friday
with a view to capture the
inequity inoursociety.

The organiser of the festi-
val is Pantomime Movement,
a local group which cele-
brates its l14th founding
anniversary. The theme of the
festival is 'Internationality in
the practice of Pantomime',

President of International

Theatre Institute, Ramendu
Majumdar inaugurated the
festival by lighting candles at
the Theatre Institute of
Chittagong.

Playwright, director and
actor Azad Abul Kalam was
the special guest at the cere-
mony, while among those
who addressed the gathering
were presidium member of
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation M Saiful Alam, TIC
director Ahmed Igbal Haider;
Dr Tajmi Nur and theatre
personality Abhijit Sengupta
Apu.

President of the group,
Rizwan Rajon gave awelcome
speech. In turn, Majumdar
said cultural activists in the

country had to face many
obstacles but they continued
to forge ahead and had many
accomplishments to their
credit.

In the post- Liberation era,
he added, theatre had
acquired impetus and the
audience had grown rapidly.
"Our activists could not take
up cultural activities as a
profession due to lack of
financial prospects. However,
they could manage to
achieve professional skills,”
sald Majumdar. He called
upon the government to
facilitate the visits of foreign
artistes and troupes which
would make for a rich
exchange of artand culture.
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‘Mukto Bihango' is the first sculpture on Liberation War in Barisal.

RAFIQUL ISLAM, Barisal

‘Mukto Bihango,' the first sculpture on Liber-
ation War in Barisal, will be unveiled at
Amtala crossing in the city on March 23.

Construction of the steel sculpture that
features eight soaring birds -- a reference to
December §, 1971 when Baris: il was liberated

“had'bden ‘Comipleted at a cost of approxi-
mately Tk 10 lakh, funded by Barisal City
Corporation

Barisal Shangskritik Shangothan
Shamannay Parishad (BSSSP) and Charukala
1ssistance to the project designed
tors Hamiduzzaman Khan and
an and implemented by State

provided :
by sculp

Aminul Hass
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Communication Firm of Dhaka.

Syed Dulal, president of BSSSPF, told The
Daily Star that the first attempt to construct a
sculpture on Liberation War in the city was
taken in 1996 and local people initiating a
movement and forced the authorities to lay a
foundation for that at the Zilla Parshad Nagar
Bhabanarea.

However that project was abandoned by
the authorities later. Through initiatives of
Barisal Charukala, K the present site was
selected and Awlad Hossain Dilu, former
Mayor of BCC on May 24, 2008, laid the foun-
dation.

Later, Advocate Shawkat Hossain Hiron,
BCC Mayor, formally inaugurated the con-
struction. S

A scene from “Freedom,” staged at the inaugural.
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Azad Abul Kalam speaks at the opening of the festival.

Azad Abul Kalam said that
pantomime can express a
greatdeal without words.

Speakers called on the
activists and leaders of Ban-
gladesh Group Theatre Feder-
ation to aid local theatre
groups in different parts of
the country so that they could
fine tune their skills.

Later, artistes of Panto-

mime Movemen Lo .
a mime, titled Z.jm, o Hﬁ ur Pradwip' on

depicting the run up to free-
dom since 1952. Rizwan
Rajon was the writer and
director, while Raj edited the
work. The pantomime played
to a large and enthusiastic
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audience at the TIC Labora-
tory Hall.

The solo performance of
Nur-e-Akbar also attracted
attention.

A seminar on “Crisis and
Prospects of Pantomime
practice: Bangladesh per-
spective” was held yesterday
on the second day of the
festival. Sapnodal, a troupe

Dhaka, per

The festival ends today.
Presidium Member of Ban-
gladesh Group Theatre Feder-
ation, Liakat Ali Lucky is the
chief guest at the closing
ceremony.
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