Children release balloons to inaugurate the 4th Children Theatre Festival 2009 and Children Information_ Fair at Rabindra Sarobar in the
city yesterday to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Children Theatre
Festival begins
in city

Y STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 4th consecutive Children
Theatre Festival 2009 and
Children Information Fair
began in the city yesterday to
celebrate the 20th anniversary
of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

AS many as 1,000 children
attended the inaugural func-
tion of the three-day festival
organised by Ichchey Media
Group and Child Protection
Movement, a children’s plat-
form, in association with Save
the Children Sweden-
Denmark (SCSD) at Rabindra
Sarobor.

" The theme of the festival

this year is 'Stop wviolence
against children' and "History
and culture of Bangladesh’,
while its slogan is ‘Desh ke
jani, desh ke gori, shishu
nirjaton bondho kori' (We
know our country, we work for
it and we work against vio-
lence againstchildren).

A total of seven plays were
staged by the children from
different organisations having
various socio-economic
backgrounds on the first day
oftheevent.

The festival was inaugu-
rated by SCSD Country repre-
sentative Niels Benzen
-tPedersen, Save the Children
UK Country Director Suman
Sen Gupta, SCSD Deputy
Country Representative
Obaidur Rahman, Programme
Manager Else Ostergaard,
ADP Manager of World Vision
Iheoteneous Parimal Rozario
and ADP Manager of Brac
Rashida Rahman along with
children representatives of
differentorganisations.

Later, lawmaker barrister
Fazle Nur Tapas had a lively
dialogue with the children.

On the issues of visiting
museums and exhibitions of
street children which are still
restricted in the country, he
promised to draw attention of
the concerned authorities in
this connection.
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CHITTAGONG WASA

Fate of 'Karnaphuli' project

hangs in balance

UNB, Dhaka

The fate of Chittagong Wasa's
Tk 9629 crore 'Karnaphuli
Water Supply Project’ hangs in
the balance due to complica-
non over acquisition of 31
acres of land at Pomara in
Rangunia upazila in
Chittagong.

Chirtagong Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority
(CWASA) undertook the

gigantic project with assis-
tance from development
partner Japan Bank for
International Cooperation
(JBIC), presently known as
JICA, in 2006 amid severe
water crisis in the port city of
some 40lakh people.,

Of the total project cost,
IBIC is supposed to provide Tk
6935.74 million while the
government Tk 2693.26 mil-
lion, as the project aims to

Make foreign investment

policy time befitting: Inu

UNB, Dhaka

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
President Hasanul Hag Inu
yesterday said the govern-

ment should re-evaluate the

foreign investment policy so
that country's interest is not
hampered.

He said it should be clear
how the foreign investors
would run their business in
Bangladesh, how much bene-
fit they (foreign investors)
could get as well as the coun-
try through making the for-
eign investment policy time
befitting.

"We, at the same time,
should make the policy mod-
em so that foreign investors
can feel interest to invest
here,” said Inu, also one of the
allies of the Awami League
(AL) led grand-alliance gov-
ernment.

He made the remarks while
expressing solidarity with a
group of garment workers
who staged a token hunger
strike at city's Muktangon,
demanding reopening of
Basic Apparel Factory and
theirarrear salaries.

The Basic Apparel Factory
remained closed since
February 2 where over 18,000
employees work.

Inu said the government

should keep eyes on garments
factories so that the workers
are not forced to come out to
the streets to press home their
demands.

He suggested a monitoring
cell comprising of the repre-
sentatives of government,
workers and owners to keep
the garments sector away
fromany conspiracy.

“The government should
immediately take necessary
steps to monitor the garment
factories whether required
facilities are being provided
there,” Inusaid.

The JSD president said the
government has already
planned to bring garments
workers under rationing to
provide themn rice, edible oil
and essential commodities at
alower cost.

Earlier, the agitating work-
ers of Basic Apparel urged the
government to take measures
to reopen the factory and
allow them to go back to work.

General Secretary of Jatiya
Sramik League Roy Romesh
Chandra, Coordinator of
Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Panishad (Skop) Dr Wazedul
Islam Khan, Bangladesh Jatiya
Sramik Jote President Shirin
Akhter, workers leader
Salahuddin Swapan and
Sirajul Islam Rony also spoke.

produce 13.60 crore litres of
wateraday.

"But our development
partner, JBIC, appears to shy
away from the important
project, as we cannot settle the
dispute over land acquisition
for the plant in Rangunia,”
said a senior CWASA official
wishing anonymity.

Asked to explain the prob-
lem over the land acquisition,
he said the problem has arisen
as the landowners, numbering
only 5 to 6, declined to. sell
tﬁb?f'
those are highly fertile for
growing crops thrice a year.
The owners also unofficially
said the compensation for the
lands should be much higher
than that of the government
prevailingrate.

The Ecnec approved the
project on May 10, 2006 and it
1S scheduled to be completed
by June 2010.

CWASA installations now
produce 20 crore liters of
water a day against the
demand for over 50 crore
liters, the official said adding
that the coverage ratio would
reach around 60 percent on
completion of this project.

This project, he said, is very
Important as the government
in its National Water
Management Plan targets to
achieve access to safe drinking
water for everybody by 2010.

Current issues like salinity
in the Halda River and pres-
ence of arsenic in shallow
wells in most parts of
Chittagong City has given
more importance to the pro-
posed Karnaphuli Water
Supply Project, the CWASA
official said.

He said enhancement of
water supply capacity in
Chittagong City is the govern-
ment's priority, as water sup-
ply now is a mere one-third of
potential demand and service
coverage rate limited at 40
percentin the city;

Eminent litterateur Hasnat Abdul Hye inau

_ inthe port city’s DC Hill area yesterday.
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The achievement of Bangla-
desh in improving the sanita-
tion coverage was appreci-
ated at the 5th World Water
Forum in Turkey yesterday as
a number of donors, includ-
ing Switzerland, referred the
success to be followed by

 other parts in the world.

“Bangladesh can be pro-

" jected as a successful exam-
- ple in a low income setting
- for the rest of the developing

world,” Thomas Zeller, focal

- point for water of Swiss

Development Cooperation
(SDC), said at the editors'
panel meeting in Istanbul,

He said the success in
sanitation has been made
possible in Bangladesh
because mainly of its govern-
ment's strong commitment
which was backed by the
sincere civil society and the
media voices as well as
donors' support.

“The magic was simple,”
Thomas said, adding that only
a 10-dollar toilet has changed
the whole scenario of the
country where thousands die
from diarrhoea and other
water-borne disease every
year.

Deputy Secretary of Local
Government Division Shams
Uddin Ahmed said the sanita-
tion coverage has rose to 88
percent this year from merely
as 33 percent in early this
decade.

He also expressed hope that
things would be improved
further through more motiva-
tion and government support
to ensure sanitation for all by
2010.

Chief of Unicef's Water
Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) programme Clarissa

New GP tariff
effective from
tomorrow

METRO DESK

“Ihe fresh reduced tariff rates

of Grameenphone (GP) to
49 paisa per minute during
daytime will come into
effect tomorrow.

The daytime tariff is
offered from 12:00pm to
4:00pm. All GP subscribers
can now enjoy this lowest
tariff to call any GP sub-
scriber.

The daytime tariff was
initially offered as a promo-
tion through February and
March this year and now it
has been converted into a
permanent offer.

The tariff from a GP
connection to any operator
has also been reduced to Tk
I per minute between
12:00am and 8:00am.

The special night-time
offer for GP subscribers has
also been extended by an
hour from 12:00am-7:00am
to 12:00am-8:00am.

The tariff for the night-
time offer and on GP F&F
(Friends and Family) num-
bers has also been set at 49
paisa per minute. F&F rates
are applicable 24 hours a
day.

With this adjustment in
tariff rates, GP has consoli-
dated its portfolio, ensuring
an easier and balanced
tariff structure and better
service quality for its sub-
scribers. It should be noted
that tariff rates in
Bangladesh are already one
of the lowest in the world.

GP with over 20 million
subscribers, has the largest
network covering almost
100 percent of the popula-
tion and land area. Its net-
work is fully EDGE/GPRS
enabled and allowing
internet access from any-
where in the country.

Brocklehurst at a Media2l
panel discussion lauded the
progress of Bangladesh in
sanitation, but said 18 million

of its population still practise
«opendefection. '

She said now the challenge
of Bangladesh is to bring the
huge population to toilet, add-
ing that the world has to under-
stand the economic impact of
sanitation in national and
international economy.

Clarissa said economic
progresses i1n Vietnam,
Cambodia and Indonesia is
highly backed by the develop-
mentofsanitation and hygiene.

She said the national gov-
ernments as well as the donors
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should invest more money in
attaining the millennium
development goals (MDGs), a
target that need more than $10
billion to be invested each year.

The Unicef official said
toilet and housing culture in
South Asia has been to be a
major barrier as people spend
most of their budgets for build-
ing houses, but spend the least
for good toilets. This culture
needs to be changed.

On question on
sustainability of Bangladesh's
low-cost sanitary latrines, the
SDC official said things must
be changed with the changes of
the economic and social status
of Bangladesh.

'Bangladesh success in sanitation
‘a model for other countries'

He said it was very impor-
tant at the beginning to bring
people to toilets built within
their ability and in future this
infrastructure might be
replaced by improved ones. Itis
really encouraging that the
poor people have responded
very positively in Bangladesh
and changing their long prac-
tice to sanitary latrines both at
ruraland urban areas.

Thomas also said cheap
solutions are being proved to
be practical as the first step to
bring people from bush to
toilet. The second step, he
said, will be the improved
version of toilets in next 10 to
20 years.,
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Badiuzzaman, general manager and head of operations (Auto Division) of Rangs Limited, launches a
car of the latest Mitsubishi Lancer Ex GT brand at the 4th Lucas Dhaka Motor Show at Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday.
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gurates the Independence Day Book Fair and Chittagong Festival 2009 by releasing balloons

A company that attracts “Best-in-Class” people
A company with the most dynamic Sales Team
A team that works in a learning environment

Think what’s possible

A global healthcare leader, Novartis »
has one of the most exciting product
pipelines in the industry today. A
pipeline of innovative medicines
brought to life by diverse, talented,
performance driven people. All of
which makes us the most rewarding
employer in our field. .

Médical Information Officer

Excellent in communication
skills and ready to travel
extensively.

Pharma Division

Interested individuals are requested

We are looking for bright and
competent people who will
responsible to

create
promoting products to doctors and
secure business opportunities to
assigned
financial results through generation
of prescriptions. The incumbent will
also be responsible to explore new
target markets, find and identify
customers
feedback on competitors’ activities.

objectives,

achieve

new

You must have:

to apply online at bdjobs.com or by
mail within April 5, 2009 along with
a resume and one recent passport
size color photograph (mentioning
position applied for on the

be
achieve sales
demand by

the

territory’s

and provide

 Post Graduation/4 years Honors
in any discipline with biological

science up to HSC level,

) NOVARTIS

caring and curing

No 3rd class/division in academic
career 1S accepted.

» Self-driven attitude, willingness to
learn and a strong presence of
mind combined with problem
solving and decision making skills.

envelop) addressed to:

Human Resources,

Novartis (Bangladesh) Limited,
House:50, Road:2/A,
Dhanmondi

Dhaka-1209.

* Novarlis is an equal employment company.

o Apt. size : 1290, 1540, 1780, 1875 sft.
0 3 Side Road : South - 100 ft., Bast - 100 ft. North - 30 ft
o Spacious Community Hall & Gymnasium

O Guest Waiting Lounge &

Many more...

Luxurious Apartment @ UTTARA ,_;"”
HOLDINGS LTD.

Where life will start in a new way...
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Plot # 30
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Cell : 01713 069109, 01713 047986

01713 069108, 01713 047987
Tel : 9128256, 8143583,8141434, 8143675
Fax ; 88-02-9120031, e-mail; chl_ 75@yahoo.com

House # 75, Road # 7/A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209 I
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