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Thousands of supporters of Sri Lanka's Tamils burn an effigy of President Mahinda Rajapaksa during a demonstration on Monday near
EU headquarters in Brussels demanding peace in the island nation.
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Brussels

The situation in Sri Lanka was "very risky
and dangerous’, a senior EU olficial has

said.

"Approximately 170,000 people - it
seems civilian people - are trapped in the
north part of Sri Lanka and neither the
Sri Lanka government nor the LTTE have
until now accepted our appeal for an
immediate ceasefire or for finding possi-
bilities for bringing food, basic goods,
into this last resort where the fighting 1s
EuAsiaNews reported EU
relations
Benita Ferrero-Waldner as saying.

'l hope that rather soon a (EU) politi-
cal troika of maybe the vice-ministers
or political directors can go there and

going on,"
commissioner for external

foreign ministers.

held

(LTTE).

Ferrero-Waldner
statement of

Chaudhry.

we will work in different ways also with
other allies in order to find a solution,’
she told a press conference Monday
evening after a regular meeting of EU

An estimated 5,000 diaspora Tamils
a demonstration in
Brussels Monday to protest Sri Lanka's
military offensives in territories held by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

Speaking to journalists earlier
Monday on developments in Pakistan,
welcomed
the
Supreme Court chief justice Iftikhar

“I think it is a good step forward and
hopefully now both President Zardari

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 2009

angerous: EU official

and opposition leader Nawaz Sharif
and the political opposition can work
together to confront the political ene-
mies that are there and also the difficult

gy L.anka situation risky and

situation in many parts of Pakistan,”

central

she said.

Ferrero-Waldner said that during a
EU Troika meeting with Pakistan's
Foreign Minister
Mahmood Qureshi in Prague last Friday

Makhdoom Shah

the EU told him that 'we wanted to see

the rein-
sacked Pakistani

the government come (o a compromise
with the opposition’.

"We think it is very important that
there is political stability in the country
because we have an enemy and the

enemy is extremism and fundamental-

added.

ism. This has been our message,”

she

Israel-Hamas prisoner

swap talks sink

‘!\F P. Jerusalem

Eleventh-hour talks on a
[srael-Hamas prisoner swap
appeared to collapse yester-
day as both sides accused each
other of about-turns and bad
faith in their Egyptian-
brokered negorniatons.

Cairo has been hosting
ralks aimed at securing the
release of Israeli soldier Gilad
Shalit, seized by Gaza mili-
tantsin June 2006, in exchange
tor the freeing of hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners

For Israel, the issue has
gained in urgency as outgoing
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
hopes to strike a deal before he
steps down and hawkish
Benjamin Netanvahu -- whose

FHOTO: AP
A ‘cybernetic human' HRP-
4C, designed to look like an
average Japanese woman,
appears during its demon-
stration in Tsukuba, near
Tokyo, Monday.

Walking, talking
female robot to
hit Japan

catwalk
AP, Tsukuba

A new walking, talking robot
from Japan has a female face
that can smile and has
trimmed down to 43 kilo-
grams (95 pounds) to make a
debut at a fashion show. But
it still hasn't cleared safety
standards required to share
the catwalk with human
models.

Developers at the
National Institute of
Advanced Industnal Science
and Technology, a
ment-backed organisation,
said their “cyvbernetic
human,” shown Maonday,
wasn't ready to help with
daily chores or work side by
side with people as many
hope robots will be able to do
in the future.

Miusic can
enhance kids'
reading skills

ANI, Washingron

govern-

Music lessons can " signifi-
cantly improve children's
cognitive performance in
reading skills, says a new
study.

The studyled by research-
ers from Long Island
University, USA has shown
that children taking music
tuition involving training in
Increasingly complex rhyth-
mic, tonal, and practical
skills display superior cogni-
tive performance in reading
skills compared with their
non-musically trained peers.

Lead researchers Joseph
M Piro and Camule Ortiz
snught to determine if ¢hil-
dren who have
keyboard instruction as part
of a music curriculum would
demonstrate better vocabu-
lary and verbal tasks, than
those who did not receive
keyboard instrucrion.
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cabinet 1s Likely to assume a
hardline stand -- takes over.

Olmert on Tuesday accused
the Gaza Strip's Hamas rulers
of hardening their stance in the
negotarions.

"It became clear during the
discussions that Hamas had
hardened its position, reneged
on understandings that had
been formulated over the past
vear and raised extreme
demands,” Olmert's oftice
said after two envoys returned
from talks in Cairo.

Hamas's stance comes
“despite the generous propos-
als that had been raised in this
round in order to advance and
exhaust the negotiations and
bring about the soldier's
release,” itsaid.

The Israeli cabinet was to
convene on Tuesday to hear
the two envoys' report, with
army chief of staff Lieutenant
General Gabi Ashkenazi cut-
ting short a trip to the United
States to attend.

"Unfortunately this gov-
ernment will not be able to...
bring Shalit home," Trade and
Industry Minister Eli Yisha
saidahead of the meeting.

Hamas funiously rejected the
[sraeli accusations, saying the
envoyshadoffered nothing new.

“As soon as there 1s a sen-
ous offer from Israel, we will
deal with it," Ossama
Hamdan, the Hamas repre-
sentative in Beirut, said in a
statement published on the
[slamists’ website.

BB doubles banks

FROM PAGE 16
rate of interest, and 1t is ditfi-
culttorepay the loan,

A high official of the central
bank admitted that lending
rate in Bangladesh is exces-
sive. "We are trying to bring it
down and our efforts will
continue,' he added.

According to the memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) of the central bank with
the SOBs-- Sonali, Janata,
Agrani and Rupali banks--
growth of their loans and
advances in a fiscal year can-
notexceed five percent.

At yesterday's meetng, the
growth limit has been raised to
10 per cent.

In the credit market, the
four SOBs' share 1s about 25
per cent. As aresultofincrease
of the growth limit, they will be
able to provide loans of
around Tk 6,000 crore this
fiscal year.

Due to the increased single

borrower exposure limit,
Sonali Bank would be able to
giveloanofup to 10 percent of
the paid up capital to a single
borrower instead of five per
cent. It can from now on give
Tk 90 crore to a single bor-
rower in place of Tk 45 crore
previously.

Janata Bank and Agrani
Bank from now on can provide
loan of up to 20 per cent of the
paid up capital to a single
borrower instead of 15 per
cent previously. Janata can
now give Tk 52 crore to asingle
borrower as against Tk 39
crore previously. Agrani would
be able to give Tk 50 crore to a
single borrower instead of Tk
38 crore previously.

Rupali Bank from now on
can give loan of up to 25 per
cent of the paid up capital to a
single borrower instead of 20
per cent. It would be able to
give Tk 31 crore to a single
borrower.

Ship-breaking ordered shut

FROM PAGE 1

have appropriate disposal
arrangements for hazardous
waste and protection of envi-
ronment.

T'he Court expressing utter
dismay has observed that
none of the ministries has
cooperated to ensure compli-
ance with the environmental
laws. Besides, the Department
of Shipping has always taken
interest in importing more
and more ships ignoring
public interest, workers'
welfare and environmental

protection, the court
observed.
[he court also directed

the ministry of Environment
and Forest to frame within
three months necessary
rules on ship-breaking rely-
ing on the obligations of
Bangladesh under the Basel
Convention, 1989, the
Environment Conservation

Stop commentary

FROM PAGE 1
there is every chance that the

probe may be blown off-
course.

Sadly though, Commerce
AMinister Faruk Khan, saddled
with the task of coordinating
the probe into the February
25-26 BDR carnage, has been
doing exactly the same since
getting his new status.
Everyday he has been talking
o reporters at every possible
function aboutwhat the probe
finds are. Itis from him that we
have come to know that
Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) militants
are "involved” in the carnage.
The next day, the probe even
proceeded further to include
‘'others” along with the JMBin
the bloodbath.

Put what the CID and Rab
Investigators are saying, albeit
anonymously. And remember
when people talk anony-
mously they tend to geta bit of
a free rein, they tend to brag
and amplify things. Yet, as far
as our correspondents have
gathered from them, they said
they sull could not identify
any link to the masterminds or
“conspirators”. They have
peen able to1dentify the killers
who were involved in the
murders. Cautious and mea-
sured information they give
out, indeed.

As it looks now, the com-
merce minister has been
trying to play to the gallery, or
he has been trying to act fool-
ishly to alert those who were
"behind” the carnage, or he
has been trying to etch out
political mileage out of the
probe. .

His comments may influ-
ence the probe and investiga-

tors may feel constrained to
toe his line. His comments can
be premature as what seems
like evidentnowmay take fora
different turn a little up the
line. His Statenients miay give
the perpetratorstime to hide.

For example, look at this
comment he made in parlia-
ment on March 2: "We know
who sent SMS [rext message)
sibiers asking them
to surrender arms. We
know who brought out pro-
cession encouraging the BDR
butchers.”

On March 13, he said: "We
have gathered that a number
of BDR jawans arrested in the
mutiny case were involved in
JMB somehow or other. I will
not give more details as that
might alert others having links

to the mass killings."
On March 17; he observed:

‘Some people are trying to
assist those who were directly
involved inthe mutiny.”
Faruk, and some other
ministers, had already come
to a conclusion about the
motive of the carnage--to
destabilise the country and
make ita "failed state".
Analysis and guess are one
thing and probe outcomes are
another. If one sets what to
find for the investigators, the
outcome becomes dubious.
Let the facts talk, let the infor-
mation reveal what the motive
of the massacre was.
Incidentally, saner heads in
the government have been
holding their tongue. Law
Minister Shafique Ahmed has
said nobody should be specifi-
cally accused of having links
with the conspiracy of the
Pilkhana carnage before the
enquiry reportsare published.
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Sircar sees bid to tarnish image

FROM PAGE 1

of the House was involved in
those work,” Sircar told
reporters at a press briefing at
his Uttararesidence,

“The mamn reason to form.a
parliamentary probe body
ahead of the by-election is to
tarnish my image and to give
advantage to Awami League
candidate,” alleged the former
speaker who is contesting the
by-polls in Bogra-6 constitu-
ency.

"Allegations against me
were brought at such a time
when I am contesting the by-
election and I have a fair
chance of returning to parlia-
ment, " Sircar alleged.

If there is any allegation
against him then it should be
investigated following proper
legal process, he added.

Sircar demanded forma-
tion of probe body for all
previous speakers of the
House, including the incum-
bent speaker Advocate Abdul
Hamid and late Humayun

Rasheed Choudhury.

He also demanded that
the committee must have
representatives from all
political parties. "Formation
of probe body only against
me to dig out alleged corrup-
tion is discriminatory,” he
added.

Speaker Advocate Abdul
Hamid on Monday
announced the decision to
form a parliamentary probe
body to investigate alleged
corruption charges against
Sircar in the face of demands
by theruling partylawmakers.

The speaker said that he
would ask the comptroller and
auditor general to audit the
expenditures of the
Parllament Secretariat since
1972.

Most of the ruling party
lawmakers talked about the
corruption of the immediate
past speaker. But opposition
lawmakers demanded that if
the probe body is formed then
it should investigate allega-

tions against all former speak-
erssince 1972.

Against this backdrop,
Speaker Hamid announced to
form a parliamentary probe
committee within aday or two
to investigate allegations
against Sircar.

Replying a question,
Sircar said no graft case was
filed against him and that he
did not involve in any irregu-
larity.

Replying to another ques-
tion on medical expenses, he
sSaxd, < Late speaker
Choudhury took Tk 35 lakh
from the government citing
his heart surgery which he did
not undergo. But I took Tk 26
or 27 lakh submitting voucher
of my heartoperation.”

“If he (Choudhury) could
draw money without having
an operation then what's
wrong when 1 took money
after submitting voucher for
theoperation,” he added.

No bailout

FROM PAGE 1
Tokyo, said the ongoing
worldwide downturn is an
opportunity to build a more
people-focused financial
system, not one "based in a
fantasyeconomicworld."
“The hinancial system has
to be totally redesigned," he
said. "This financial system
didn't work for the people
anyway. It worked for the rich
people, yes. Big business, yes.
Butnotforpeopleingeneral.”
Dr Yunus and his Grameen
Bank were honoured with the
Nobel peace award in 2006 for
efforts ro lift people out of
extreme poverty by giving

package

them small loans.
He said the

fact that “a |

small number of peoplein one |

country (the US) can create
such a disastrous situation for
all the people of the world”
shows "how fragile our system
1S, how weak the foundation of
oursystemis.”

“The real victims of the crisis |

are the people who have made
no contribution whatsoever to
this crisis, the bottom half of the
world population,” hesaid.
“They will be the ones who
will lose their jobs, the ones
who will lose income and
livelihood and food... There is
no bailout package forthem."

EC moves to get

FROM PAGE 1

Officials in the EC Secretariat
said the commission would
also suggestthatthe registered
political parties be allowed to
withdraw candidates from the
electoral race.

According to current provi-
sions, only a lawfully nomi-
nated candidate can withdraw
his candidature.

Ifthe Representation of the
People Order (RPO) is
amended to that effect, a
politcal party will be able to
retract its nomination of a
candidate. In that case, the
candidate's reluctance to quit
the race will not stand, noted
the officials,

The EC seeks the amend-
ment to avoid unpleasant
situation 1t faced before the
last parliamentary election. At
that time, parties informed the
EC In writing about their
decisions to withdraw certain
candidates and endorse oth-
ers, but the candidates kept

refusing to pull out of the
contest.

~ The caretaker administra-
ton empowered the EC to scrap
a poltical party's registration
for failing to pick parliamentary
contenders from panel pre-
pared by the grassroots and
torming associated bodies
consisting teachers, students
and employees or workers.

The commission could also
cancel registration of a party
lacking provisions in its con-
stitution for electing commit-
tees down to the grassroots
level through councils and
setting aside 33 percent of all
committee positions for
women by 2020,

But the bill passed in parlia-
ment on February 24 to ratify
the RPO (amendment) ordi-
nance curtails the EC's power
to enforce these provisions.

Election commissioners
Muhammed Sohul Hussain
and Brig Gen (retired) M
Sakhawat Hossain yesterday

back

met to review the provisions of
the newact, sources said.

They find it absurd that a
provision prescribes cancella-
tion ol a party's registration
for violating 90B (4), a‘clause
thatdoes not even exist.

Referring to another provi-
sion thar says an independent
lawmaker's joining an unreg-
Istered political party does not
qualify that party for registra-
tion, they said its inclusion
among the provisions, viola-
tions of which could cost a
party its registration “makes
nosense atall”.

The EC however has no
objecuon to more stringent
conditions for a newly floated
political party to be registered
with the EC.

According to the new law, a
new party seeking registration
must have lunctonal headquar -
ters, officesin at leastone third of
64 districts and 100 upazilas or
metropolitan thanas, and a
munmum 200 voters as mem-

bers in each of the units.

Previously, it could quality
for registration if it had head-
quarters and offices in 10
administrative districts and 50
upazilaormetropolitan thanas.

Meanwhile, the EC will
iIssue letters to the registered
political parties in a couple of
days asking them to ratify their
provisional constitutions by
July 25 to retain their registra-
tionwith the EC.

Before the ninth parlia-
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mentary election, political |

parties got registered by mak-
ing provisional changes to
their constitutions to meet thi
registration criteria,
According to the RPO, they are
bound to ratify their interin
charters within six months

since the first sitting of the

ninth parliament, which was
on January 25,

and the
Conservation

ALCR o R SS
Environment
Rules, 1997,

The ministry has been
ordered to inform the court
after three months the status
of framingof the rules,

Some 30,000 workers are
engaged In ship scrapping in
Chittagong's Sitakunda,
which houses the world's
second largest ship-breaking
industry after China. At least
250,000 people in the country
live off the industry directly
and indirectly, according to
experts,

Last year 84 vessels were
scrapped in Sitakunda.
Scrapping a ship takes one
month to one and a half
months depending on its
size.

According to an
International Labour
Organisation report, 551

minor and 42 major accidents
took place in the country's 36
ship-breaking outfits from
1996 to 1998.

The recent report of a
survey conducted by two
Internationally reputed
organisations, Greenpeace
and International Federation
for Human Rights (FIDH), says
on average atleast one worker
15 Injured a day and one dies a
week.

'he report styled "The
Human Cost of Breaking
Ships” published last

December simultaneously
from Bangladesh, India and
Switzerland says at least
1,000 workers died in the last
20 years 1n Bangladesh's
ship-breaking yards. The
figures do not include the
deaths from diseases caused
by toxic fumes and materials
workers are exposed to all
the time.

Globally some 700 ships are
scrapped a year, mainly in five
COIEDEEL S == 1rna;
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and Vietham -- and some in
Turkey too, says a Greenpeace
source.

With the global fleet grow-
ing fast, from 15,000 ships in
the 1960s to 62,000 in 2000,

and with the ships built before
1970 being sorted out for
decommissioning, the num-
ber of ships to be condemned
for scrapping will also rise in
future.

The Daily Star carried out
reports about all those
Greenpeace listed ships even
before entering the country’s
territory and dismantling,
THEPETITION
The lawyers’ association filed
thewritin September last year,
challenging entry of
Greenpeace listed ship M1
Enterprise into Bangladesh
territory. Earlier, two such
ships -- MT Alfaship and SS
Norway were however
denied entry into Bangladesh
waters.

Following the court direc-
tives yesterday, BELA In an
instant petition sought fur-
ther judicial intervention for
direction upon the govern-
ment to frame rules and
regulate ship-breaking. The
association alleged that the
government was reluctant in
compliance with the earlier
judgment pronounced on
July 6, 2006 in the case of MT
Alfaship by another HC
bench

[he court also asked. the
respective respondents to
convey the court orders to
shipvards by special messen-
gers so that there i1s no delay in
complying with those.

[he martter will appear for
order on April 7 when the DoE
will have to inform the court
the progress made in closing
the non-compliant yards and
operation.

[he BELA petition was
moved by former attorney
general Fida M Kamal with
assistance from S Rizwana
Hasan, Bahreen Khan and
[qbal Kabir.

Meanwhile, SM Al Mamun,
son of Awami League law-
maker Abul Kashem Master,
destroyed 125 acres of Para
forest in Sonaichhari, planted
18 years ago, to build a ship-
yard after the AL came to
power.

MBA & EMBA ADMISSION TEST

& Independent University, Bangladesh

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Finance
Eligibility

Marketing

- 4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Bachelor Degree along
with at least one year of work expenence.

A CGPA of at Jeast 2.50 at undergraduate or graduate level.
'No admission test required if GMAT score is 500+,

Executive MBA (EMBA)

HRM . Finance

* Entrepreneurship Development & Management

Eligibility

4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Honour’s Degree or a

Master's degree in any discipline,

At least Second Class in all exams or a munimum CGPA of 2.5

on a4 - point scale.

* At least three years of continuous work experience as executive.

Last date for Application :

Admission Test ;
Interview
Class Commences :

HRM  Banking
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SUMMER 2009
Special Features

¢ All faculties have Ph.D. degrees

¢ Subscription to online hibrary
(Proquest, Emerald, Jstor, Blackwell, EBSCO)

# Degree from [UB is accepted globally for
higher studies and job placement

® State-of-the-art IT facilities
¢ Scparate labs for MBA & EMBA

- Marketing

# Teaching Assistantship
® | 5% discount on tuition for IUB Graduates
® 15% discount on tuition

(based on academic

achievement) available at the end of foundation

module

# 50% discount for siblings or spouses

¢ Payment of fees in installments

¢ Classes are held in the evening & weekends

MBA
April 8, 2009
April 10, 2009
April 17 & 18, 2009
May 3, 2009

(EMBA)

EMBA’ 5T
April 8, 2009

T e L

April 10, 2009
May 7, 2009

FORM SALE: ALL DAYS OF THE WEEK FROM 10:00 A.M.-8.00 P.M, ! l

Please Contact Registrar's Office

"

\ | Dhaka Campus

Ext: 254

e House 81 Ka, Road 11, Suhrawardy Ave,
N Baridhara, Dhaka-1212

. Tel: 9862386 - 90, 9881917, 9881681, 9884408

" Fax: 880-2-8823959, 8850226
E-mall: iInfo@iub.edu.bd

Chittagong Campus

Hlnhn.\(:omplu

12 Jamal Khan Road

Tel: 611262

Fax: 880-31-611263
E-mail:info@ctg.lub.edu.bd

www.sb.iub.edu.bd



