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Pakistani women lawyers dance as they celebrate the restoration of Supreme Court Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry in
Lahore yesterday. Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani ordered an end to the crackdown on Monday after the government caved in to

protesters' demands to reinstate the country's top judge who was sacked under emergency rulein 2007.
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Some US lawmakers

against Pak aid
Says Hillary Clinton

AFP, Washington

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told
Pakistani leaders that some US lawmakers
"may not feel inclined” to support aid to
Islamabad if political chaos continues, a top US
official said Monday

But the official, speaking to reporters on
condition of anonymirty, said Hillary Clinton
presented the issue as a reality rather than a
threat in her calls Saturday to President Asif
Ali Zardan and Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani

Pakistan pledged Monday to restore Its
deposed top judge and end a crackdown on
activists, caving in under mass protests to try to
defuse a crisis that took the nation to the brink
ofchaos

Hillary Clinton told reporters later that the
decision in Islamabad is "the first step of what
has to be an engoing reconciliation and com-

promising of political views that can stabilise
civilian democracy and the rule of law.”

T'he chief US diplomat phoned Zardari and
Gilani as well as opposition leader Nawaz al
Sharif on Saturday ahead of a protest march on
Islamabad, which risked further destabilising
the nuclear-armed nation.

"One of the points the secretary made was
thatmany in Congress are concerned about the
situation on the ground in Pakistan,” the offi-
cial told reporters

"There are some in Congress who may not
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feel inclined to supportadditional assistance to |

Pakistan and that's a reality. We've heard those
types of calls coming from Congress,” accord-
ing to the official,

the US-led war against terrorism after the
September 11, 2001 attacks, the United States

\ PT1, ANI, Islamabad

EC files
criminal

case against
Varun Gandhi

P11, Pilibhivnew Delhi
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Cracking the whip, the
Election Commission on
Tuesday moved against Varun
Gandhi, BJP candidate and a
member of the Gandhi-Nehru
family, for his anti-Muslim
speeches and police quickly
filed acase againsthim.

As his remarks triggered a
political storm and came
under attack from within the
party and allies, the three-
member Commission met
and considered the speeches
made by Gandhi in Pilibhit in
which he had, among other
things, threatened to cut the
hands of those who would
raise their hands against
Hindus.

In a slew of decisions, the
EC directed the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Electoral Officer to file a
case against Indian Penal
Code and Representation of
the People Act against Gandhi
and issued a notice to him for
violation of Model Code of
Conduct.
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'New PPP-PML-N
‘alliance can't be

ruled out: Gilani

Vowing to take all parties on
board for national reconcilia-
tion, Pakistan Premier Yousui
Raza Gilani today said the
possibility of forging a fresh
alliance between the ruling
PPP and Nawaz Sharif's PML-N
cannotberuled out

A day after a major political
crisis was defused with the
government agreeing to meet
Sharif's demands including on
reinstatement of sacked
judges, Gilani said he was
against the Governor's Rule in

| Punjab province and "will end

has given the country more than 10 billion |

dollarsinmilitary economic and otheraid.”

_ : | itassoonaspossible
Since Pakistan became a front-line ally in

“The government intended
to take all political parues on
board in its efforts for national
reconciliation, he told reporters

on the sidelines of a ceremony

at a school here. The imposition
of Governor's Rule in Punjab,
where PML-N was in power, by
President Asif Ali Zardan after
Supreme Court barred Nawaz
and Shahbaz Sharif from con-
testing polls and holding public
offices had sparked a political
Crisis

The crisis was defused
yesterday when Gilani
announced the government
would file a review petition
against the verdict. He also said
that judges deposed during the
2007 emergency would be
reinstated

Asked about the prospects
of the PPP forging a fresh alli-
ance with the PML-N at the
centre, Gilani said today that
politics was a day-to-day affair
and such apessibility could not
be ruled oot

INTERNATIONAL

Suicide bombing kills

The Daily Star

14 in Pakistan

AFP, awalpindi
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A suicide bomber blew himsellf up outside a
restaurant in Pakistan's garrison city of
Rawalpindi, killing 14 people and wounding 18
others, police said yesterday.

Officials said the bomber had probably been
targeting a mass protest, which was scheduled
for Monday in Rawalpindi and the capital
Islamabad but was then called off after the
government vowed (o reinstate the country’s
top judge.

"Filteen people have been killed and 18
injured,” said Rawalpindi regional police com-
mander Nasir Durrani, including the bomber in
the death toll,

"We have collected evidence from the site
and talked to witnesses, and now come to the
conclusion that the bomber was on foot,”
Durrani said.

“There is possibility that the suicide bomber
may have disembarked from a vehicle before
exploding himself," he told AFP.

The attack in Rawalpindi, the city in which
Pakistan's powerful military 1s headquartered,
occurred late Monday near a taxi stand in a
working-class area of the city, destroying several
nearby cars.

"We had prior information that there could
be an attack during the ‘long march’ in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad,” interior ministry
chief Rehman Malik told reporters.

“The people who did this are trying to desta-
bilise Pakistan.”

The dead were taken to different hospitals in
the city.

"Four bodies were brought to the hospital
and one injured person,” Doctor Mohammed
Zla said at the Benazir Bhutto hospital in
Rawalpindi.

“The fourth body is in pieces. An arm is the
only intact piece,” he added.

Pakistan, a key US ally, has been hit by some
200 suicide and bomb attacks that have killed
more than 1,600 people since government
forces fought radical gunmen holed up in a
mosque in Islamabad in July 2007,

Much of the violence has been concentrated
in northwest Pakistan, where the army has been
bogged down fighting Taliban hardliners and al-
Qaeda extremists, who fled there after the 2001
US-led invasion of neighbouring Afghanistan.

The so-called 'long march® was called by
lawyers and political opposition activists 1o
press demands for President Asif Ali Zardari 1o
reinstate chief justice Iftikhar Chaudhry, who
was ousted in 2007 under emergency rule

In a major climbdown, Prime Minister
Yousuf Raza Gilani said Monday that the gov-
ernment would restore Chaudhry and end its
crackdown on the protests

Main opposition leader Nawaz Sharif wel-
comed the announcement and promptly called
off the mass protest march

PHOTOLAFP

Pakistani security officials collect evidences at the site of a suicide blast on Monday in Rawalpindi. A

suicide bomber blew himself up outside a restaurant in Pakistan's garrison city killing at least 1

people and wounding 17 others.

President of the Republic of Chile Michelle Bachelet (L) is wel-
comed by Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh during a meet-

ing in New Delhiyesterday.

(CNN-IBN, New Delhi

[he rift is out in the open. On
Tuesday, BJP General
Secretary Arun Jaitley skipped
the meeting of the party's
Central Election Committee
(CEC).

The meeting was being
held to finalise Lok Sabha
candidates for the states ol
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Delhiand Uttar Pradesh.

The CEC meeting, chaired
BJP President Rajnath

PHOTO: AFP
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BJP rift widens as Jaitley
skips party meet again

Singh, was attended by senior
leaders L K Advani, Venkaiah
Naidu, Sushma Swaraj,
Gopinath Munde and Bal
Apte.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi also attended
the meeting.

The differences between
Jaitley and Rajnath Singh
came out in the open Friday
when the General Secretary
skipped a key meeting of the
party's central election com-
mittee.
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IFIC BANK

LIMITED

BRI FRU™ TASHD IS A YIS

Head Office: BSB Building (8th-10th, 16th-19th Floor)

8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000.

Price Sensitive Information

This is for kind information of all concemed that the Board of Directors of
International Finance Investment And Commerce Bank Limited (IFIC Bank

Ltd.) in its 513" Meeting held on March 16, 2009, among others. decided to
hold Extra-Ordinary General Meeting (EGM) and 32" Annual General
Meeting (AGM) for the year 2008 of the Bank as per following schedule:

SI | Particulars Extra-ordinary General | 32" Annual General

No. Meeting (EGM) Meeting (AGM)

|. | Date and Time | July 28,2009 at 3.00 p.m. | July 28, 2009 at 3.30 p.m.

2 Venue Bashundhara Convention | Bashundhara Convention
Center, Block # G, Umme | Center, Block # G, Umme
Kulsum Road. Bashundhara | Kulsum Road, Bashundhara
R.A.. Baridhara, Dhaka. R.A., Banidhara, Dhaka.

3. | Record Date May 28, 2009

May 28, 2009

Recommendation

and
amendment

ds

Increase of Authorized
Capital from Tk.160.00
crore to Tk.535.00 crore
accordingly,

Memorandum and Articles
of Association of the Bank

approved
Bangladesh Bank.

Stock Dividend @ 30% (1.c.
three Bonus Shares for every
ten Shares) for the year 2008

The sharecholders whose
names will appear in the Share
Register of the Bank and/or
Depository (CDBL) Register
on May 28, 2009 will be
entitled to the Stock Dividend

of

by

Dated: Dhaka
The 16™ March, 2009

By order of the Board

——

(A K.M. Mozharul Hoque)
SEVP & Company Sccretary

Nepal refuses
to extend
terms of army
generals

PTI, Kathmandu

Maoist government reftired
eight top generals of the

Nepalese Army 1n a continu- |

ng tiff with services high
command.

Eight officers of the rank of
Brigadier Generals were axed
vesterday as the Maoist gov-
ernment turned down Army s
recommendations to extend
their terms for three years.

I'he exit of these officers,
some of whom would have
risen to higher ranks, may
create a big operational gap in
the force, which has a strength
0f95,000.

Govt wins
floor test by
one vote

in Meghalaya

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,

Shillong

——— i

Amid high political drama, the
ruling Meghalaya Progressive |

\Iliance (MPA) scraped
through a crucial floor test
luesday with Speaker Bindo

| anong breaking the tie by |

voting forthe government.

After the speaker ordered a |

vote to decide the fate of the
government, 27 legislators

each voted for and against the |

government after which

Lanong cast his ballot to |

|

1.

declare that the MPA govern- |

ment had won the tnal ol
strength by one vote.
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