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PHOTO. AFP
Pakistani policemen strike political activists with batons during an anti-government rally in Hyderabad on Thursday. Pakistan block-

aded activists from leaving the country's biggest city of Karachi and manhandled protesters into prison vans raising tensions at the
start of an anti-governmentlong march.

Sharif leaves door

AFP. Islamabacl

Pakistan's main opposition
leader Nawaz Sharif opened the
door yesterday to reconciliation
with President Asif Ali Zardari
amid a flurry of efforts to defuse
awidening political crisls.

Sharif, locked in a standoff
with Zardari since the
supreme Court last month
disqualified him from contest-
ing elections, made the com-
mentsinatelevision interview
with Pakistan's flagship pri-
vate channel Geo.

'l have no personal enmity
with Zardari. If he shuns vested
interest and sincerely fulfils his
promises to reinstate judges
and restore an independent
judiciary, [ am ready to cooper-
atewith him," Shanif said.

sharif has joined forces
with lawyers to demand
Zardari, who was elected last

September, act on promises to
reinstate judges sacked by
former military ruler Pervez
Musharraf under emergency
rulein November 2007,

The government is trying to
head off a mass public rally, set
to descend on Islamabad by
Monday, by banning protests
and arresting hundreds of
activists in a crackdown that has
sparked concern in the West.

Senior British and US diplo-
mats have personally inter-
vened to urge leaders in
Pakistan to avoid violence amid
growing political agitation.

Sharlf confirmed that US
regional troubleshooter
Richard Holbrooke tele-
phoned him late Thursday
afterspeakingto Zardari,

“There 1s no need for back
channel diplomacy or private
and secret dialogue, | have not
slammed my doors on dia-

logue,” Shanf told Geo.

A flurry of top-level meetings
were underway Friday In
Islamabad, where Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani and
army chief of staff Ashfaq Kayani
held separate talks with Zardar.

Kayani and the president
discussed “regional security”
and “professional matters,”
sald a statement from the
government.

The prime minister, who
has distanced himself from
Zardari over the Supreme
Court ruling against Sharif,
discussed the "current politi-
cal situation” with the presi-
dent, itadded.

Sharif said that if Zardan
showed sincerity he was "ready
to give him another five years,”
after the president’'s current
tenure expired in 2013,

"Of course there is a mas-
sive trust deficit, be has to

| open to dialogue

remove it,” Sharif told the
television station.

Musharraf removed inde-
pendent-minded chief justice
Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry and some 60 other
judges in 2007, fearing that he
would be declared ineligible to
contest a presidential election
while in military uniform.

The move triggered a coun.-
trywide protest, spearheaded by
lawyers, which ultimately forced
Musharrafto quitin August 2008,

Zardari was elected presj-
dent with Sharif's support a
month later, and seven
months after parliamentary
elections returned a civilian
government L0 power.

Zardan agreed with Sharif
that Chaudhry and all other
judges sacked by Musharraf
would be restored 30 days after
his election, but reneged on
three written pledgestodo so.
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Pakistan's faceottf echoes Gilani orders foolproof
security for Sharif

crackdown by Musharraf

Musharraf's firing of the :

AP, Islamabad

With each image ot police
dragging demonstrators into
vans, and each announce-
ment of protest rallies banned,
more and more Pakistanis are
saying the same thing: "We ve
seen this before.”

The fledgling civilian gov-
ernment's crackdown on
opposition parties and activist
lawyers behind calls for amass
protest march on the capital i1s
hitting many of the same
people targeted in a clamp-
down by former President
Pervez Musharraf a move that

contributed to the military
ruler's eventual downfall.

Many activists are now
comparing President Asif Ali
Zardan to the retired army
chief a potentially worrying
sign for Washington as it seeks
a stable, friendly Pakistani
leadership to tackle al-Qaeda
and Taliban militants near the
Afghan border.

"The only difterence is that
Musharraf was a military dicta-
tor while Zardar 1S a civilian
dictator,” said lawyer Rana
Asad, who was jailed for 30 days
in Musharraf's 2007 crackdown
and plans to partucipate in the
current round of protests.
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Ing out the independent : meeting between PML-N

| . Chairman Raja Zafarul Hag and
Musharraf, who had seized : prime Minister Gilani to discuss
power in a 1999 military coup,
sald he was reacting to secu- © handed over an anonymous
+ threatening letter to the prime
. munister. The two leaders also

. discussed the political situation

in 2007 sparked a protest
campaign by

grew, the leader imposed
emergency rule rounding up

media.

nty threats the same reason
cited now by the year-old
civilian government.

THE DAILY TIMES, Islamabad!

Lahore

The direction came after a

threats to Nawaz's life. Raja

In the country. Meanwhile,
Intenior Adviser Rehman Malik
told the Senate on Thursday
that intelligence agencies have
wamed that the Sharif brothers'
lives were in danger and that a
Mumbai-like incident could be
replicated in Karachi. -

Responding to PML-N
parliamentary leader Ishaq
Dar, he said that the govern-
ment had urged the provincial
governments, through a letter,
to ensure foolproof security
arrangements for the PML-N
leadership. He said a copy of
the letter had been forwarded
to the Sharif brothers and to
the Inter-Services Intelligence
and Military Intelligence.

PHOTO AFP

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari (L) speaks with Army Chief General Ashfaq Kayani during a meet-
Inginislamabad yesterday to discuses the current political situation in the country.

Prince William
tells of ‘emptiness’
since Diana's
death

AFP, London

Britain's Prince William spoke
Thursday ofhis sense of "emp-
tiness” on Mother's Day since
the death of his mother, prin-
cess Diana.

William, 26, said the loss of
a loved one was "one of the
hardest experiences that
anyone can ever endure” and
told of his sadness at never
again being able to say the
word "mummy”,

Diana died in a 1997 car
crash in Paris alongside boy-
friend Dodi Fayed. An inquest
last year returned a verdict of
unlawful killing, blaming the
chauffeur's drivingand pursu-
Ing paparazzi photographers.
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CPI-M, Trinamool both
hope to ride on

Nano factor

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,

Singur, Wesr Bengal

For Tata Motors' Nano, Singur
may be history. But for rival
parties in this rural hamlet
where the abandoned factory
of the world's smallest car still
stands like a haunted man-
sion, it is the most potent
weapon to sway voters in the
Lok Sabha polls.

The ruling Communist Party
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) is
hopingto cash in onwhatitcalls
resentment among people at
the Tatas being forced to wind
up the project here in Hooghly
district due to sustained pro-
tests by farmers allied to the
Trinamool Congress.

"Common people here are

dissatisfied because they had
perceived a future for their
children in this project. But
since it is not happening, they
feel dumped. The opposition
1S responsible for this,” Balai
Sabui, a prominent CPI-M
leader of the area, told IANS.

The Trinamool of course
differs.

"I think we will win with a
considerable margin from here.
The Nano factor will play a
positive role for us. People will
choose us because they are fed
up of the oppression by ruling
parties,” said Becharam
Manna, the Singur Panchayat
Samiti vice president and
Irinamool leader who led
farmer protests against acquisi-
tion of farmland for the project.

US missile strike kills 24

in Pakistan
Pak forces kill 18 militants

AFP, ANI, Peshawar

A suspected US missile strike
destroyed a Taliban training
camp in northwest Pakistan,
killing 24 militants and al-
Qaeda operatives, as well as
wounding another 50, security
officials said Friday.

Two missiles fired by an
unmanned drone destroyed a
Taliban training camp in
Kurram, officials said, one of
seven semi-autonomous
regions near Pakistan's
porous border with
Afghanistan, where US troops
are battling Taliban fighters.

“"We have handed over 24
bodies after cleaning and
wrapping them in cloth,”

Saidur Rehman, an official of
the local chanty Al-Khidmat
Foundation, told AFP.

Local administration
officials also confirmed that 24
bodies were recovered from
the rubble having earlier said
that 18 dead had been found.

A senior security official told
AFP on conditon of anonymity
that 50 others, mostly militants,
were injured and the dead
included “foreigners” -- a refer-
encetoal-Qaedamilitants.

No high-value targets were
believed to have died, the
official added.

Another securnty official
said most of the dead were
AfghanTaliban.

Taliban militants sealed off

PHOTO: AFP

Sri Lankan policemen stand guard during the funeral of Inspector Gilshan Fernando, (40), in the

Colombo suburb of Moratuwa on Thursday. Fernando, a body guard of Postal Services minister
Mahinda Wijesekera, was killed in a Tamil Tiger suicide bomb attack in the south of the island on |

March 10.

N Korea again closes
border to S Korea

AFP, Seoul

North Korea yesterday again
closed its border to South
Koreans working at a joint
industrial estate, just three
days after reopening the fron-
tier, officials said.

The South's unification
ministry said the move
stranded about 250 people
including three foreigners
who intended to return Friday
from Kaesong, the Seoul-
funded estate built just north
ol the border.

"Qur government
expresses deep regret over a
recurring situation and urges

North Korea to immediately
normalise (cross-border)
passage,” ministry spokes-
man Kim Ho-Nyoun said,

On Monday the commu-
nist country switched off
military phone and fax lines,
which are used to approve
border crossings. It was pro-
testing at an ongoing US-
South Korean military exer-

cise, which it sees as a
rehearsal for invasion. .
The North reopened the |
frontier without explanationa |
day later but kept the lines |
switched off, requiring the
exchange of hand-delivered
letters to approve Crossings,

the area after the strike late
Thursday.

More than 30 such strikes
have killed over 330 people
since August 2008, shortly
before key Washington ally
President Asif Ali Zardan was
elected.

Meanwhile, Pakistani
security forces on Thursday
have killed 18 militants in
Mohmand Agency bordering
Afghanistan, Frontier Corps
sources said.

Shelling was carried out In
Gorgaray, Shapri and
Malaghani Baba areas by
Pakistani army helicopter
gunships on suspected muili-
tanthideoutsin the Mohmand
region.
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Government of the People's ReEublfc of Bangladesh

@

Police Headquarters
Dhaka

Corrigendum of International Tender Notice

Invitation for International tender notice published in different national dailies as per memo
No. E&T/17(2008-2009) dated 01/01/2009 is hereby amended as follows:

SINo | Identification of lot | Item and No Present demission

1, Lot No-1 Supply, installation, | This tender has been
commissioning & maintenance of | postponed |
IP PBX for DMP on turn key basis

o and training.
Md Sibgat Ullah, ppm
AlG (E&T), Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters, Dhaka
Phone: 9564779
GD-1292

E-mail: aige_t@police.gov.bd
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