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Asian markets down

AFP, Hong Kong

Most Asian stock markets slipped on
Thursday amid more grim economic
news from Japan and China, with the
broad market index in Tokyo sinking to
a25-yearlow.

TOKYO: Down 241 percent.
Nikkei-225 shed 177.87
7,198.25.

The broader Topix index of all first-
section shares slipped 21.35 points, or
2.96 percent, to 700.93, levels last seen
in December 1983.

HONG KONG: Up 0.6 percent. The
Hang Seng gained 70.87 points to
12,001.53.

Investors were cautious amid the
new gloomy news from China, as fears
mounted that Beijing would be unable
(o meet its target of eight percent eco-
nomic growth for 2009, dealers said.

SHANGHAL: Down 0.24 percent,
The Shanghai Composite shed 5.14

The
points to

pointsto 2,133.88.

A slowdown in retail sales growth in
January and February -- to 15.2 percent
from 20.2 percent in the same penod last
year -- sparked concerns that domestic
demand in Chinais on the wane.

TAIPEL: Down 0.11 percent. The
weighted index lost 531 points to
4,754.65.

Steven Huang of President
Securities said the market had a good
chance of testing the 5,000 points level,
led by electronics shares.

SEOUL: Flat. The Kospi rose 0.88
pointsto 1,128.39,

Blue-chips gained, with Samsung
Electronics adding 2.1 percent to
536,000 won and Hynix Semiconductor
up 4.63 percent to 8,590 won, but most
financial stocks remained in the red on
profit-taking.

SINGAPORE: Down 0.80 percent.
TheSTTlost 11.98 pointsto 1,493.53,

Skittish traders largely ignored

positive news from Wall Street over-
night, dealers said. Banking shares
dropped but property shares closed up.

KUALA LUMPUR: Down 1.4 per-
cent. The KLCI lost 11.98 points to
838.39,

Foreign funds led heavy selling in
finance and property stocks as well as
select blue chips, dealers said.

BANGKOK: Up 0.15 percent. The
SET Composite added 0.63 points to
closeat415.04.

Thailand's top energy firm PTT Plc
was unchanged at 144.00 baht, while its
subsidiary PTT Exploration and
Production was also unmoved at 91.00.

JAKARTA: Down 0.3 percent. The
Compositelost4.1 pointsto 1,310.41.

MANILA: Down 1.1 percent, The
Compositefell 21.75 pointsto 1,879.67.

MUMBAL: Up 2.25 percent. The
Sensex rose 183.35 points to 8,343.75.
The gains came after a two-day local
trading holiday.
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Abdus Salam Murshedy, the newly elected president of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, and other members of his panel, pose at the installation ceremony
of the new leadership, in Dhaka yesterday.
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Dollar hits
2-week low

AFP, London
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The dollar struck a two-week
low versus the yen on
Thursday as a slight
improvement in confidence
trimmed the US currency's
attractiveness as a
safehaven, traders said.

The dollar has found
supportin recent months on
the view that however bad
the financial crisis gets, the
unit offers a better refuge
than othersin the storm.
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Munmulmmmmmmmmmmmu-
rates the bank's relocated Uttara branch in Dhaka on Monday.
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Manufacturers and Exporters Association of Bangladesh, speaks
atthe association's annual general meeting in Dhaka recently,
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Thursday's forex statement by Standard Chartered Bank

Major currency exchange rates Exchange rate of some currencies
PerUSD BODTper
LErs:sonn 6945 6845 Currency
uro p
il :;g gf: indian rupee 5154 132
Australiandolar 4653 4207 | Kfupee .10 085
jrsa 45 o1 Lankannpes 11430 058
Swiss franc 6190 5304 IMbaM 3594 1.89
Swedshkroner 8.4 759 Malaysianringgh 369 1840
Canadiandolar 5482 5272 USDforwardrateagainstBOT
e T O ——
Singaporedollar 4653 4469
UAE dirham 19.06 1843 'M 68 82 6983
Saudiriyal 18.67 1811 2ZM 69.10 7044
Danish kroner 1241 1147 IM 6933 70 B6
Kuwaltl dinar 2122 22869 6M 7018 7196

Business

Shipping

Chittagong port
Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 12/3/2009

Berth Name of Cargo L Pont Local Dateof Leaving impon
No  vessels cal agent  amval duch
J4 OcsenMelody Giwsf) Sing BawiQc 113 143 649
J5 TeyoungRosa Gi Okha Sushine 1113 153 %)
JT  Mariner Gy Peas) Sng MaAa W 153 2525
J9  Banga Bipy Cont Col Bardn 99 1343 58
J10  Indan Express  Con! Pre Bashp 28 213 1
J11  Furte Bay Cont Coad  Mba 1w 123 529
J13  BangaBodor  Cont - Badh RA 123 -
Cct/1  Arabian Express  Cont P.Kel Seacon 107 133 -
Cetd  Kota Hanta Cont Sng Pibd) 80 123 -
NeVS Banglar Shikha  Repar - Bsc RA 21 -
Cgq  Gufran Rabbi G.Slag Viea Sadd 3 157 -
Gsi Papua Wheatlg) Nko  Uml 51 144 -
l ———
Banglar Mon Repar Mumb Bsc Ria (2/10)
Guru Krupa ~ - Seacom R/a (10/10)
Santa Sura-d Balast Mong  Seacom 1312
Banglar Robi - - Bsc R/a (1612}
Volusos Power - - Fsl Ria (25'11)
Santa Suria Balast Mong Seacon 211
Banga Lanka Bunkering Xara  Bandni 91
F Jahan - - B! Ria (231)
Vessels not entering
Marry Falcon Tsplbag) Sing Ltmond 201
Bao Limen Urealboc) Ruwa  Misc a3
Glory-2 Raw Sugar Para Bl a3
Yue Hal Wheatlp) Sing EMe 3
Leon-1 Wheatlp) Ukra Ebte 83
Marts C. Clink Kanl Uimond 113
Sea Ranbow C.Cirk Indo e 13-
Vessals due at outer anchorage
Dateof L pot Local Type of Loadng
arrival cal agent cango n_ﬁ_
Kota Ratu 12n Sng  Pibd)  Cont Sng
Sinar Bandung 123 Sing Ipl Cont Sng
Manne Biue 1273 Yang His GisL.c) 8 Units
Litac Ace 123 Sing Everet  Vehi 96 Phgs
Josco View 121 PKel Rs Cont Sng
Navios Hios 123 Varx Ranbow R Seed 10000 Wa
Buama 123 Mong intrapont  Scraping -
Sidratul Muntaha 1343 Quat  Intrapont  Scraping -
Oel Excellence 133 Pkel  Pssl Cont Mong
Appen Anita 133 Col Pss! Cont Col
Cape Colorado 133 Col Seacon Cont Caol
Chittagong port vessals position as per berthing sheet of CPA provided to US by [Tk
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