OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari
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A large crowd gathered at a
point on Jaldhaka-Rangpur
Road luesday. An-
nouncement was being made
that a young man would
demonstrate his unbeliev-
able superhuman strength
soon. The crowd burst into
applause as the young man
started trying to drag a six-ton
truck with his hair and after a
while the vehicle budged.

As the awestruck thrill-
seekers gawked, the young
man hauled the truck about
halfakilometer. Evewitnesses
called him "Superman.”

This Superman, who goes
by the name Rabiul Islam,
from Nilphamar, however, is
a dirt-poor daredevil. He does
this stunt to make a few
bucks

Rabiul (24) is the second of
five siblings. His father is a
day labourer of Bogulagari
under Jaldhaka
upazila. Rabiul went to pni-
mary school but could not

last

village,

continue his education, as

pressure (0 €arn money
mounted
When-heawas-a-little boy,
RaMtikwertt to $&£2 Crrcus in
Jaldhakad town with his father
The act he liked best was a
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Nilphamary’s very own
| Superman |
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Nilphamari's “Superman” Rabiul hauls a six-ton truck with his hair.

is extremely strong. He began
practicing pulling objects
with his hair. He ties one end
of a fine rope to his hair and
the other end to heavy things.

In ume Rabiul became an
expert in this act. He holds
shows in different parts of the
district and adjacent areas.
Apart from pulling heavy
objects, the show includes

Rabiul swinging=fromsal

Branch of a tree -- hanging by
his hair.

are about to come out of their
sockets. Muscles and tendons
appear as if they are about to
be torn.

Yet Rabiul endangers his
life again and again. People
love the stunt and he gets
paid

“This kind of superhuman
display of strength is ex-
tremely risky,” said Dr. Abdul
Majid, a semiormedical offi
cer at the District Civil Sur-
geon office,

cause heart fatlure or stroke,”
the doctor added.

Rabiul is grateful to the
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) of Jaldhaka, Shahidul
Islam Bhuiya, for his coopera-
tion. The UNO arranged an
event at the conference ol
deputy commissioners of 16
districts of the Rajshahi divi-
sion a few months back in
Nilphamari, where Rabiul

staged his act
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Tragic death Orphanage director looks

of a budding
talent

KONGKON KARMAKER,

Dinajpur
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Cultural activists and groups
of northern districts including
Rajshahi, Bogra, Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh,
Naogaon and Jaipurhat are
mourning the premature
death of musical talent
Shabnam Sarker Mukur of

" Kalal upazilainJaipurhat.

According to family mem-
bers, Mukur, 20, and her friend
Shefali Akhter Sheba died last
Friday while they were visiting
their native village under Kalai
upazila. Police said that a
roadside tree fell on the rick-
shaw carrying the two at
Pachsira village. Both young
womendied on the spot.

Mukur, daughter of Md.
Munir Uddin, earned numer-
ous awards and recognition
for her musical talent. She and
her friend Shefali had been
studying in Geology and
Philosophy respectively at the
Azizul Haque College in Bogra.

Cultural activists of Bogra,
including the Bogra unit of
Udichi, with which Mukur was
involved, rushed to her resi-
dence after hearing the sad
news.

Arifur. Rahman, general
secrefary of Udichi,..Bogra
unit, along with other cultural
activists expressed their deep

into Eclipse

Spanish filmmaker Juan
Antonio Bayona, a horror
wunderkind and Guillermo
Del Toro protégé, has
emerged as one of the final-
ists to direct "Eclipse,” the
third movie in the "Twilight"
franchise, sourcessay.

Summit, the studio behind
the films based on the books
by Stephenie Mevyer, declined
(0 comment; a representative
said producers were looking
atanumber of candidates.

Bayona's name has come
up in recent months, as one
among an eclectic list of
directors that's ranged from
PaulWeitz to Drew Barrymore
to James Mangold. On Tues-
day, a report on the Twilight
fansite reported that the
film's director would be
Weitz.

As many of the other possi-
bilities have been batted
down, Bayona, who helmed
the acclaimed horror mystery
"The Orphanage,” has sur-
faced in recent days as the
man who could land the job.
His selection would mark a
bold departure for the fran-
chiseinto genre territory.

He would follow "Twilight”
director Catherine
Hardwicke, known for her

e
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feen® and "fords of
Dogtown,” and mainstream

"Eclipse,” while continuing
the romances and love trian-
gles of previous books, does
contain a murder mystery
that protagonists Bella and
Edward try to solve.
(Bayona's debut, "The
Orphanage” also contained a
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name, has been championed
by "Pan’'s Labyrinth" and
“The Hobbit™ director del
Toro, who has produced or
godfathered his work. Bayona
received rave reviews for his
Spanish-language "Orphan-
age.”
He's signed to direct the
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Spanish director Juan Antonio Bayona at the Spanish Film

Academy “Goya” awards ceremony in Madrid on February
3,2008.

plotline centring on children dystopian thriller "Hater" for

also features battles between

al, which was ark

ms Erpghsh-languzge ut
If he and Summit can reach a
deal, he may have some
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man who lifted a heavy object Rabiul's goal now is to

with his teeth

But the crowd-pleaser and
the riskiest act remains haul-

"During the act, blood
accumulates in Rabiul's

werewolves and vampires
that could call for a practiced

shockinastatement.
Mukur was buried at her

Hollywood comedy director

1 ‘ vampires to contend with
Chris Weitz for sequel "New

enthral the otherwise jaded

| first.
That feat made a major ing a six-ton truck with his heart; his blood pressure and people ol Dhaka with his family graveyard in Kalai Moon,"” duein November genre hand.
impact on young Rabiul. hair. As he does this stunt, heart beat increase rapidly display of_superhuman upazilalastSaturday. The shift would make The 33-year-old Bayona,
Soon he realised that his hair Rabiul's eyes look like they and abnormally, which can strength. sense on a number of levels. who goes mainly by his last Source: Intemet
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