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Build knowledge-based society
to face global challenges

President tells AIUB convocation

UNB, Dhaka

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday called upon all to
ensure the optimum use of the
country’'s limited resources
for building a prosperous
Bangladesh.

“Our aim should be to
build an IT-oriented knowl-
edge-based society to face

the global challenges,” he
told the 9th convocation of
American International
University-Bangladesh
(AIUB) at Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference
Centre in the city.

Turkish Ambassador to
Bangladesh Sakir Ozkan
Torunlar delivered the convo-
cation speech at the function.

AIUB Vice Chancellor Dr
Carmen Z Lamagna and its
Trustee Board Chairman Dr
Anwarul Abedin also spoke on

the occasion.

A total of 858 students were
conferred graduate and post-
graduate degrees in different
disciplines. Among them
three were awarded the
Chancellor's Gold Medals for
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President Zillur Rahman gives away a gold medal to a successful graduate at the 9th convocation of
American International University-Bangladesh (AIUB) at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference

Centre in the city yesterday.
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their outstanding perfor-
mances.

Referring to the 'Change of
Charter' declared by Prime
Minister Shiekh Hasina, Zillur
called upon the country's
planners, implementing agen-
cies, teachers and civil society
members to sincerely perform
their duties from their respec-
tive fields in this regard.

“We need to move ahead by
taking various programmes
for building a prosperous
Bangladesh step by step,” said
the president, also the chan-
cellorofthe university.

He said Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had cher-
ished a dream of turning the
country into 'Sonar Bangla',
which is yet to be fulfilled.

He congratulated the new
graduates and said the nation
expects that they would con-
tribute immensely towards
building a self-reliant pros-
perous Bangladesh.

“I believe that you will be
able to elevate the country's
image to a great height in the
international arena with your
talents and works,"” he said.

Zillur paid homage to the
army officers brutally killed
during the BDR carnage at its
Pilkhana headquarters here
on February 25-26,

He termed the deaths of the
talented army officers an
irreparable loss to the nation.

Earlier, a one-minute’s
silence was observed in
memory of the army officers
and others killed in the BDR
carnage.

Seven killed in road crashes

METRO DESK

At least seven people were
killed and six others injured in
separate road accidents in
Comilla, Lalmonirhat,
Dinajpur and Gopalganj
yesterday.

A correspondent from
Comilla reports: At least two

! people were killed.in a road
" actident on!'Dhaka-

Chittagong Highway at
Raypur in Daudkandi upazila
early yesterday morning.

The dead were identified
as micro driver Md Rostom Ali
alias Shwapan, 35, of Kafrul
Police Station and Dudu
Miah, 43, of Munshirhat in
Dhaka.

Police said the accident
occurred at about 5:30am
when a Chijttagong-bound
covert van collided head-on
with a Dhaka-bound
microbus, leaving them dead
onthespot.

Daudkandi police sent the
bodies to Comilla Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Meanwhile, a minor boy
was killed and two others
injured in a road accident on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
Govindapur in Chandina at
about6.00am.

The dead was identified as
Atik Anwar alias Oanon, 11,
son of Anwarullah of
Shantinagarin Dhaka.

Police said the accident
occurred when a Dhaka-
bound private car collided
head-on with passenger bus,
leaving the minor boy dead on
the spot and two others
injured. The injured were
rushed to Chandina Health
Complexin critical condition.

A correspondent from

Lalmonirhat says: Two peo-
ple, including newly married
woman, were killed and
another was injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in
Lalmonirhatyesterday:.

A potato trader was killed
when a truck coming from
Kurigram hit him on
Rangpur- Kurigram Road in
Teesta area at about 9:00am
while he was going to Mostafi
Bazar by a by-cycle. The dead
identified as Jahedur
Rahaman, 30, son of Abdur
Rahaman of Teesta village
died on thespot.

The local people seized the
truck and its driver. They also
blocked the Rangpur-
Kurigram Road for an hour.
Later, police brought the
situation under control.

A newly-wed woman
identified as Anita Rani, 24,
was killed and her husband
Mukul Chandra, 32, injured
critically when truck from
Burimari hit their motorcycle
on Lalmonirhat-Burimari
Highway at 10:30am when
they were going to Mukul's
house at Patgram.

Mukul was rushed to
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital in critical condition.
They got married three
months ago.

Our correspondent from
Dinajpur adds: A least one
person was killed and three
others were injured in a road
accident at Durgapur village
under Birampur upazila of
Dinajpuryesterday.

The dead was identified as
Bhabesh Chandra Roy, 55, son
of late Romoni Kanta Roy of
village Polipraipur under
Birampurupazila.

Police said the accident
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occurred when a speedy
motorbike hit a rickshaw van
from behind on Dhaka-
Dinajpur highway near
Durgapur village under
Birampur upazila, leaving
four people injured on the
spot.

Later locals rushed the
injured to Birampur Upazila

Health Complex whefe!
Bhabesh succumbed to his

injured.

A correspondent from
Gopalganj adds: An . eight-
year-old girl named Shampa
was killed in aroad accident at
Gopalganj on Sunday.

A Madaripur-bound bus of
Ruposhi Paribahan ran over
her on Gopalganj-Tekerhat
Road while she was returning
home at Bhennabari village of
Sadar upazila in the evening
after buying an icecream.
Shampa died on the spot. She
is a daughter of Kalachand
Mondal.

'Reinstate
Pandora
workers'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a press conference
yesterday demanded immedi-
ate reinstatement of the work-
ers of Pandora Sweaters and
compensation for attack by
criminals on the workers, says
apressrelease.

Samajtantrik Sramik Front
organised the press confer-
ence at its office at Topkhana
Hoad in the city.

General Secretary of the
front Rajekuzzaman Ratan
read out a written statement at
the press conference,

I'hey also demanded with-

- drawal of the cases against the
leaders of the worker.

Director, dy director
appointed at PMO

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government appointed a
director and a deputy director at
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) yesterday.

Md Abdus Sabur chowdhury,
additional deputy commissioner
of Cox's Bazar, has been made
director while Md Mahbub Alam,
senior assistant secretary
attached with the establishment
ministry, députy director, accord-
INgto a gazette notification.

[sabel visits
Brac school

METRO DESK

World Bank (WB) Vice
President for South Asia Region
Isabel Guerrero and Country
Director Xian Zhu paid a short
visit to a Brac school at Badda
in the city yesterday and later
called on the Brac Chairperson
Fazle Hasan Abed, says a press
release,

Following the visit Isabel
Guerrero stated, “I was
inspired to see the bright and
cheerful faces of girls and boys
who are receiving holistic
education in Brac schools. The
success and outreach of Brac
programmes demonstrate the
high potential of Bangladesh
andresilience of its people.”

Later, she met with Brac
Chairperson Fazle Hasan
Abed at Brac head office.

They exchanged views on a
number of topics including
the likely impact of the global
financial crisis on the poor.
Both agreed that the provision
of quality education, at both
primary and secondary levels,
remains an important chal-
lenge for Bangladesh.

Partnership
in higher
edn stressed

METRO DESK

A three-member delegation of
the British Councilled by David
] Lock, director of International
and UK Projects at the UK
Leadership Foundation for
Higher Educaton in London,
called on the UGC Chairman
Prof Nazrul Islam at the latter's
office yesterday, says a press
release.

Prof Nazrul briefed them
about the role and activities of
the UGC. He also appraised
the delegation of the higher
education system in
Bangladesh.

During the meeting, they
focused on developing part
nerships in teaching and
research in the field of higher
education of the UK and
Bangladesh.

They also stressed the need
for building long term profes-
sional relationships atdifferent
areas within theirinstitutions.

9 US-FUNDED CYCLONE SHELTERS

Groundbreaking
begins this week

UNB, Dhaka

Groundbreaking begins this
week for nine new US govern-
ment-funded Multi-Purpose
Cyclone Shelters in Cyclone
Sidr-affected Khulna divi-
sion,

Groundbreaking sites
include Kholishakhali,
Sultapur, Nona Donga,
Mohishcharoni, Betkhashi,
Shakhariatoro Shaheed
Smriti, Paschim Mollikerbar,
Sreefoltala Dohkin Para, and
Bikotmari Primary Schools in
Bagerhatdistrict.

A release of the US
embassy yesterday said these
nine sites are part of a US
government - funded project
to build 24 multi-purpose
cyclone shelters through the
US Pacific Command
(PACOM). The multi-
purpose schools will be used
daily as schools when not
needed foremergencies,

The groundbreaking on
these nine sites makes a total
of 13 multi-purpose cyclone
shelters under construction in
Cyclone Sidr-affected areas of
Khulna and Barisal. These
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projects are part of a 2008
agreement between the US
and Bangladesh government
providing $4.3 million in funds
for the construction of multi-
purpose cyclone shelters and
bridges.

The release said the US
government is committed to
assisting Bangladesh and its
people. The message ofthe US
government to the people of
Bangladesh is a simple one:
"We were here before the
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World Bank Vice President for South Asia Region Isabel Guerrero and Country Director Xian Zhu
paidashortvisitto aBrac school at Badda in the city yesterday.

cyclone; we were here during |

the initial emergency relief
phase; and we are here to help

Bangladesh move forward,” it |

said.

Immediately after
Cyclone Sidr, the US govern-
ment provided $30 million in
emergency food assistance
and $6.5 million for non-food
emergency relief activities
through USAID. The US is
also providing $75 million in
cyclone assistance for emer-
gency relief, rehabilitation,
and sustainable develop
ment in poor and vulnerable
Cyclone Sidr-affected areas
(including villages and
chars).
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Call to stop discrimination
against women

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Employees of Brac at the
concluding ceremony of
celebration of the
International Women's Day
yesterday pledged to work
together to prevent all dis-
crimination against women.

In a formal declaration at
Brac Centre, they vowed to
refrain from abusing women,
protest any incident of vio-
lence againstwomen.

They called for immediate
implementation of the
National Women
Development Policy, formula-
tion of Uniformn Family Code
and withdrawal of reserva-
tions to article 2 and 16 (1)(c)
of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW).

Faustina Pereira, director
of Human Rights and Legal
Services at Brac, hoped that
there would be a time in future
when all discriminations
against women will be elimi-
nated and celebration of a
special day to ensure their
rights willnot be necessary.

Sheepa Hafiza, director of
Brac Training Centre for
Gender Justice and Diversity
and Advocacy, read out the
declaration of the Day.

“Women of the world still
need to fight for equal rights
even after 99 years of launch-
ing of the International
Women's Day”, she said.

However, it is a matter of
hope that 19 women became
members of the 9th parlia-
ment through direct vote,
four women became minis-
ters and one became state
minister. It is an achieve-
ment, she added.

The celebration ended with
songs and poetry recitation by

Bracemployees.

Meanwhile, Department of
Modern Languages at
Independent University,
Bangladesh (IUB) organised a
daylong reading session of
literary works by women on
the occasion of the
InternationalWomen's Day.

The IUB Vice Chancellor
Prof Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury,
Pro Vice Chancellor Prof M
Omar Rahman and Prof Nazrul
[slam were present at the ses-
sion.

New water pump

opens at Khilgaon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League lawmaker
Saber Hossain Chowdhury
yesterday inaugurated the
operation of a water pump at
Block-A in Khilgaon in the city;
saysapressrelease.

Atleastone lakh people will
get Ssupply of water from the
pump, the release said

Saber Chowdhury in his
speech assured the local
people of fulfilling all the
promises he made during his

election campaign.

He also said the govern-
ment has agreed in principle
to construct aloop of Khilgaon
Flyover to reduce traffic con-
gestioninthe area.

Rabiul Kawsar, executive
engineer of Wasa Modes
Zone-6, Alamgir Chowdhury,
president and Sharif. Ali
Khan, general secretary of
Khilgaon Thana Awami
League and other local lead-
ers were present at the
programme.
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DEVELOPMENTS

LAND WANTED

at DHAKA

Dhanmondi, Gulshan, Banani. Old DOHS. Cantonment R/A. New DOHS
Baridhara, Lalmatia, Wari, Uttara. Eskaton Garden & Other Prime Areas

FFor joint venture apartment development with
the most trusted developers in the country.
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Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd

91 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka, Bangladesh
(Office Of Corporate & Management Services)
Tel: 8857230, 9882245, 8829437, 8851791, 8851795, 8861225, 8854553, 8859578
Mobile: 01711-594K855. 01713-000204. 01713041864 01730-015830
Fax: 880 2 8828272 Email: assetplan(@agni.com; asset{@agni.com

SPOT ADMISSION INTERVIEWS

ABERTAY DUNDEE is a PUBLIC sector university that offer Bachelors [3 or 4 yrs], Masters [1 yr] &
research based MPhil/PhD degrees in a wide range of subjects including Business Management
(MBA with 6 specializations), Environmental Management, Computing, IT, Computer Games,
Internet Computing, Smart Systems, Sport Development, Biotechnology/Bioinformatics, Biological &
Life Sciences, Tourism, Food & Consumer Sciences

o

UNIVERSITY
ABERTAY DUNDEE

www.abertay.ac.uk

The University will conduct interviews for September intake and issue Admission Letters ON THE SPOT as below :

Date: March 12, Thursday

Time: 12noon to 5 pm

Venue; Mentors' Education, 166/1, Mirpur Road, Kalabagan; Call: 9131828, 01713243402

ADMISSIONS PROCESS IS COMPLETELY FREE. Please bring copies of your academic transcripts along.
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