REAL HELD IN DERBY

AFP, Madrid
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| | al-1drawat
the Santiago

Bernabeu by city rivals
Atletico, allowing Barcelona to
extend their lead at the top to
six points.

After two successive
defeats Barcelona got back on
track with a 2-0 home win over
Athletic Bilbao to stretch their
advantage over Real by two
points.

Real had won ten straight
league games to cut
Barcelona's advantage from
12 points to four in just three
games and were hoping to put
wind in their sails for
luesday's Champions League
showdown with Liverpool at
Anfield, a match in which they
trail 1-0 from the firstleg.

Uruguayan striker Diego
Forlan put Atletico ahead on
38 minutes with his 18th goal
of the season but Klaas-Jan
Huntelaar - cup-tied for the
Champions League - equa-
lised after 57 minutes.

"We are six points behind

baturdﬂy

now but it is not insurmount-
able," said Real coach Juande
Ramos. "It Is just two games
and Barcelona still have to
come to the Bernabeu.”

The draw meant Atletico's
derby hoodoo continues and
they have not beaten Real
since a3-1winbackin 1999,

Atletico felt hard done by
against Real and striker Sergio
"Kun" Aguero vented his
frustration at not being
awarded a late penalty claim-
ing the referee took the easy
way out,

“It was a penalty,” fumed
Aguero. "It was the final inci-
dent in the game but you
aren't going to get a penalty in
the dying minutes at the
Bernabeu.

"l looked at the clock and
there was a minute left and he
(the referee) wasn't going to
giveit.”

Atletico fall five points
behind fourth-placed
Villarreal who defeated
Espanyol 1-0 on Saturday.

Luis Garcia missed a pen-
alty for struggling Espanyol
and Villarreal held on to their
slender advantage to close to
within two points of Sevilla in
third.

The Atletico point was
good news for Barcelona who
capitalised with victory over
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Barca gain edge again

Bilbao in a match-up between
this season’'s two Kings Cup
finalists,

Sergl Busquets, 20, scored
his first goal for the club using
his 6ft 2in frame to head home
before Lionel Messi converted
a penalty to take his season’'s
tally to 18 goals.

"We just have to worry what
we are doing and not talk
about Real Madrid, only
Barcelona,”" explained
Barcelona striker Samuel
Eto'o.

"Are we back to our best?
Well we won and kept a clean
sheet which is great but to be
honest we were playing well
before. However, we were
conceding goals and drawing
orlosing thegames."

It was a crucial win for
Barcelona and their next task
is at home to Lyon in the
Champions League on
Wednesday with the tie 1-1
after the firstleg.

Personnel problems saw
Ramos use French midfielder
Lass Diarra as an emergency
right back for Sergio Ramos
who was required at centre-
half.

Against Aguero and Forlan
- who tore Barcelona to pieces
in last weekend's 4-3 win - it
was a big ask.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8
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PHOTO. AFP

Barcelona sensation Lionel Messi strokes home the winning goal from the penalty spot in their Primera Liga match against Athletic Bilbao at the Nou Camp in Barcelonaon

Saturday.

'Dream’' deal done

® 4 Football
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David Beckham on Sunday
confirmed a deal has been
agreed between AC Milan and
Los Angeles Galaxy that
enables him to stay in Italy
until the end of the season.

Beckham's current loan
deal from the Major League
Soccer side was due to end on
Monday, with Milan's home
game against Aralantalateron
Sunday presumed to be his
last match in the red and black
shirt.

But Beckham released a
statement through Galaxy
confirming the rumours this
week that a deal has been
reached allowing him to
remain in Italy until the end of

the season before returning to
Galaxy to see out the rest of the
MLS season.

“I'm grateful to both clubs
for making this dream come
true,” said Beckham,

"I will be able to play for
Milan and Galaxy in the same
season, hence keeping with
my commitment to Major
League Soccer in order to
develop football in the USA,
which is something I feel really
passionate about.”

Milan have yet to comment
publically on securing the
services of the England
midfielder.

The deal follows weeks of
negotiations between the two
clubs during which Milan
baulked at the size of transfer
fee demanded by Galaxy -
thought to be around 12 mil-
lion euros.

Milan reportedly were only
willing to pay three million
dollars.

Beckham initially joined
Milan on loan in January until
this weekend and was due to
head back to the United States
on Monday, following Milan's
home clash with Atalanta on
Sunday.

However, the 33-year-old,
who arranged the loan deal in
order to keep active during
the long Major League Soccer
off season so he could remain
in England manager Fabio
Capello’s World Cup plans,
quickly made it clear he did-
n't want to go back to Los
Angeles.

Milan too were keen to
keep hold of the former
Manchester United and Real
Madrid star who immediately
became a first-team fixture.
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Manchester United forward Carlos Tevez (C) heads home from close range past goalkeeper Mark
Schwarzer (2nd from L)in their thumping win over Fulham in the FA Cup at Craven Cottage on

Saturday.

Tevez propels Man Utd

.‘\I P Ifmdnn

The FA

Manchest
' er United's
imperious
march
e towards
A : five tro-
' phies in a
season
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Saturday as Carlos Tevez

e :L
il
- _L—n-—-

v scored twice in a 4-0 win over
Fulham that saw his side into
§ the FA Cup semifinals.

Tevez's first-half double at

#Craven Cottage put Sir Alex

Ferguson's team in charge

fbefore further goals from

Wayne Rooney and Park Ji-

! Sung wrapped up a com-

manding victory.

With the FIFA Club World
Cup and the League Cup
already in the Old Trafford
trophy room and the Premier
League title theirs to lose, this
win left United two victories
away from winning the FA Cup

_forthe twelfth time,
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And before they resume

Jleague action against

Liverpool next weekend, they
face Inter Milan in
Manchester with a place in the
League

quarterfinals up for grabs.

[t's little wonder Ferguson
gives the impression his hard-
est job right now is keeping
expectations down to a man-
ageable level.

This was a victory com-
pleted with supreme confi-
dence and surprising ease
against Premier League rivals
who had lost just twice at
home this season before this
game.

Ferguson was even allowed
the luxury of resting a clutch of
his star players including
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Dimitar Berbatov ahead of the
midweek European clash.

Tevez's third minute shot
gave a clear indication of what
was to come but, doubtless to
the relief of the watching Inter
scouts, United did appear
unusually vulnerable for a
spell when Fulham finally
found their feet and began to
pressurise the visitors' back
four.

Surprisingly the guiltiest
culprit among United's
defence was Serblan centre-
back Nemanja Vidic who was
initially caught out by Andy
Johnson's clever flick from
Simon Davies's long ball that
eluded EBdwin Van der Sar,

which was kept out of the net
only by Vidic's recovering
lunge.

With Clint Dempsey also
forcing an early save from
United keeper van der Sar,
Fulham could claim to have
had the best of the opening 19
minutes.

That was as good as it got,
however, for Roy Hodgson's
side who saw all their good
early work go to waste when
they failed to deal with a 20th
minute corner, allowing Tevez
to head United into the lead.

Anderson's ball in was won
by Rooney and the England
striker's header flew towards
the back post where his strike-
partner easily out-jumped
Fulham left-back Paul
Konchesky to finish from close
range.

United were moving
smoothly through the gears,
and when Fulham midfielder
Davies volleyed over from
inside the area, there was a
sense of inevitability about the
outcome.

That feeling was reinforced
in dramatic style when Tevez
conjured a superb individual
effort to put United 2-0 up

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Forget draw,
focus on
L'pool

SPORTINGLIFE

Real Madrid defender Fabio
Cannavaro has urged his
teammates not to dwell on
Saturday's disappointing
draw against arch rivals
Atletico and focus their efforts
on Tuesday's crucial
Champions League clash
against Liverpool.

Real went into the derby at
the Bernabeu on the back of a
10-match winning streak in La
Liga, during which time they
had cut Barca's lead at the
summit from 12 points to just
four.

However, that gap is now
back to six points after Barca
won and Real were heldto a 1-
1 draw by Atletico in a match
where the Rojiblancos really
should have been celebrating
their first win over Real in a
decade after creating a host of
excellent chances.It was a
disjointed display by Real,
who were without the sus-
pended Pepe and Wesley
Sneijder while key striker
Gonzalo Higuain started the
game on the bench, and
Cannavaro knows they can ill
afford a repeat at Anfield,
when they try to overturna 1-0
deficitagainst Liverpool.

"We have to get our form
back quickly because on
Tuesday we cannot fail. We
have to play as a team and
quickly forget this game. It's
time to start talking about
Liverpool,” said the Italian
World Cup winner.

"We've not played well
(against Atletico), but at times,
after winning 10 successive
games and before a match as
important as the Liverpool
one, these things can happen.

"You always need to be
optimistic, and more so in
football because anything can
happen.”

Benzema
doubt
for Barca

AFP, Paris

Lyon's French international
striker Karim Benzema is a
doubt for Wednesday's
Champions League clash at
Barcelona after suffering a hip
injury.

"I don't know if | am going
to play on Wednesday," said
Benzema who was substituted
in his team's 2-0 defeat against
Lyon on Saturday.

Benzema, a crucial player if
the French champions are to
build on the 1-1 draw against
Barcelona in the Champions
League last 16 second leg tie In
Spain, suffered the injury
against Rennes lastweek.

“I took a hit in the same
area afterabout 10-20 minutes
ofthe game.”

Inter click into gear

IRFP, Turin

Inter Milan
clicked omi-
nously into
gear ahead uf
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League trip to
Manchester United with an
impressive 2-0 victory at
Genoaon Saturday.

Goals from Zlatan
Ibrahimovic and Mario
Balotelli maintained Inter's
seven-point lead at the top of
Serie A after Juventus won 1-0
atTorino in the Turin derby.

Inter played like a Jose
Mourinho team, full of power,
commitment, organisation
and a little swagger too.

The only negatives for
Mourinho were injuries to
centre-backs Marco Materazzi
and Nicolas Burdisso who
both left the game during the
first period.

That, and United's impres-
sive showing in beating
Fulham in the FA Cup, will be
Mourinho's two main worries
ahead of Wednesday's
Champions League last 16
clash at Old Trafford which is
finely balanced at 0-0 after the
firstleg.

This win was the perfect
response to Inter's midweek 3-
0 Coppa Italia defeat to

Sampdoria.

"What happened against
Sampdoria was due to individ-
ual mistakes, which can hap-
pen in football," said
Mourinho.

“Tonight we played with
great spirit. After losing
Materazzi and Burdisso we

had some problems with our .

formation. Ibrahimovic
wanted to come off but other
players like Balotelli were
fantastic. They weren't easy
opponents.”

Inter got off to a wonderful
start with Dejan Stankovic
playing in [brahimovic in the
second minute and the big
Sweden forward holding off
two challenges before chip-
ping Genoa goalkeeper
Rubinho.

Genoa had areal go atInter
in the first 45 minutes and
Brazilian goalkeeper Julio
Cesar twice had to save the
champions with excellent
stops from Thiago Motta and
Giuseppe Biava.

Any chance the hosts had
of getting back into this game
ended just past the hour mark
as teenage forward Balotelli
added the second, although
there was a doubt as to
whether or not the ball actu-
ally crossed the line.

Juventus toiled for long
periods against their city rivals

in a game that was dominated
by good goalkeeping until
Giorgio Chiellini's 81st minute
winner.

Matteo Sereni made a
diving one-handed save from
Vicenzo laquinta early on
while Torino's Roberto
Stellone headed over the bar
from sixyards.

Juve's Gianluigi Buffon
then dived full length to hold a
Simone Barone header before
Serenisaved laquinta’'sheader
ontheline.

After the break Juve almost
took the lead as Sereni beat
out a Chiellini header before

Hasan Salihamidzic hit the
postwith the follow up.

But nine minutes from
time Chiellini headed home
Pavel Nedved's free-kick to the
relief of Juve coach Claudio
Ranieri.

Earlier, 10-man AS Roma
missed the chance to move
into the top four as they were
held to a 1-1 home draw by
Udinese.

They are now level on 45
points with Genoa but cru-
cially one point behind
fourth-placed Fiorentina, who
host Palermo on Sunday.

Brazilian Felipe had given
Udinese the lead nine minutes

into the second period but
substitute Mirko Vucinic

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Ancelotti
plays the
big man

AFP, Milan

AC Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti
refused to rise to Jose
Mourinho's bait when asked
about the Inter Milan boss's
claims that the 'rossonero
would win nothing this season.

In a midweek rant
Mourinho hit back at his cnitics
by claiming that his team'’s
main rivals Milan, Juventus
and Roma would win nothing
this season. But Ancelotti
refused to be drawn into a war
of words.

BAYERN ROUT HANOVER

Hertha go four clear

AFP, Berlin

h ndrei
' Voronin's
hattrick
for Hertha
Berlin in a

iUNDES‘ 3-1 victory

TR

Cottbus

shot them
four points clear in the
German League while Bayern
Munich cruised up to joint
second following a five-goal
spree.

Bayern Munich's 5-1 home
thrashing of Hanover pro-
pelled them three places up
the table to tuck in behind
Berlin though they have the
same number of points as
Hoffenheim, VfL Wolfsburg
and Hamburg in a tight pack of
clubs at the top.

Ukrainian striker Voronin
was in scintillating form in the
eastern derby to give him 10
league goals for the season
and boost Berlin's title
chances.

Turk Cagtas Atan gave
Cottbus an early lead before
goals in the 34th, 45th and
88th minutes from Voronin
sealed the win in front of a
record 20,000-strong crowd.

Relegation-threatened
Cottbus suffered their first
home defeat in this derby
match since October 2002.

Under-pressure Bayern
coach Jurgen Klinsmann had
just the shot in the arm he
needed as his side tested the
strength of Hanover's goal
netting, blasting five into it.

Bayern, playing without
star midfielder Franck Ribery,

finally got the victory that
staved off a continued crisis of
form.

Bayern's start to 2009 so far
has been poor. Since coming
back from the winter break at
the end of January, they had

racked up just one win com-

bined with three defeats and a
draw before their Hanover

victory.

It was Hanover who went

ahead, however. Jiri Stajner
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

PHOTO: AFP

Bayern Munich striker Lukas Podolski runs off to celebrate scor-
Ing in their Bundesliga match against Hanover atthe Allianz Arena

in Munich on Saturday.

“No titles? | will refer to the
words of the federal president
who asks that we lower our
voices,” hesaid.

"I shan't lower my voice but
will tum off the sound alto-
getherand say nothing to avoid
exacerbating this polemic.

"You can't say that
Mourinho's words didn't
deserve a response because
otherwise we'd spark a whole
newissue.”

However Ancelotti did
explain what would constitute
success for his club given they
have next to no hope of ending
the season with silverware.

“Third place (in Sene Al is
our aim. You can't put that in
the trophy cabinet but for this
season that's what we're aim-
ing for and that can be the
building blocks for future
SuCCess.

"I don't want to make com-
parisons with what Inter win or
what Mourinho said, we have
our objectives and we are going
togo afterthose.”

Milan host Atalanta on
Sunday as they look to hold
onto a top three place, which
would give them direct entry
into the Champions League
group stages next season.

Rio headache
for Red Devils

AFP, London

Sir Alex Ferguson faces an
anxious wait on the fitness of
Rio Ferdinand ahead of
Manchester United's
Champions League clash with
Inter Milan onWednesday.

The centre-back left
Craven Cottage here Saturday
wearing a protective support
after injuring his ankle during
United's commanding 4-0 FA
Cup quarterfinal win over
Fulham.

Ferdinand had been forced
to withdraw at half-time with
United already in a comfort-
able two-goal lead and man-
ager Ferguson admits he is
uncertain whether the player
will recover in time for the
second leg clash with Italian
giants Inter at Old Trafford.

That last 16 tie is finely
poised after a scoreless draw
in the teams' first meeting in
the San Siro.

Ferguson said England
defender Ferdinand's impor-
tance to his side's hopes of
reaching the quarterfinals of
the competition, and so keep-
ing alive their hopes of win-
ning five trophies in a season,
could not be under-estimated.

"Ferdinand is a concern for
us. He went over on his ankle
and we will have to wait and
see how he is," Fe n sald.

"We just hope he makes it
because he is so important for
us.”
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