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Familiarising the mainstream with Adivasi culture

In conversation with Zannat-E-Ferdousi “Baula Antar: Jago Nari Banhi

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

------------------------------------------

An accomplished Nazrul
Sangeet artiste, Zannat-E-
Ferdousi, i1s devoted to
another cause
Ferdousi has been working as
the director of advocacy at
Research and Development
Collective (RDC) for the last
five years. Among the organi-
sation's concerns are studies
on the 'Adivasi’ (indigenous)
communities in Bangladesh,
advocacy of their land rights
and familiarising the main-
stream culture with their
traditions. Cultural Coordi-
nation Centre, Bangladesh --
a sister organisation of RDC -
- deals with the last subject
Ferdousi is the general secre
tary of the organisation.
"According to Bangla

deshi Adivasi Forum, there
are at least 45 Adivasi
communities in the coun-

as well.

considered major. Among
these is the New Year celebra-
tion, which the Chakmas call
‘Biju' and Marmas/ Tripuras
call 'Baisabi,' Santals and
Ora(n)os celebrate 'Karam
Utshab' during 'Chaitra
Shangkrani’ (last day of
spring). Santals also have
‘Baha Parab’ or spring festi-
val. Byoms have a splendid

the Adivasis living in high-
lands and those living in the
plains. Despite having
vibrant cultural traditions,
Santals, Malos, Bagdis and
Ora(n)os living in the north-
ern part of our country don't
getenough exposure,
“There's another issue
related to religious conver-
sion among Adivasi commii-

Fortunately, now they are
becoming more aware ol
their roots and identity and

‘Wanggala' celebration is
back."
"Something refreshingly

positive about these
Adivasi celebrations, that
I've noticed, is the partici-
pation by all, regardless of
age. Even the oldest

try,” says Ferdousi. "Naiu
rally they have
cultural traditions
ever, except for a few, most
of the Adivasi communi
ties don't have apposilte

vibrant
How-

representation and cxpo
sure 1n the mainstream,
she "For the
three years, Shammuilito
shangskritik Jote, Padatik
Bashonto Utshab
been

adds. lasl

nd
(Committee have
ncorporating perfor-

mances by Adivasi artistes

n their programmes sure-wise, Manipuris, that the local church

‘There are 14 Adivasi Chakmas, GarosandTripuras declared 'Shaman’ or 'un- enjoy social freedom,
estivals/ celebrations in  are advanced. There's an Christian'; the 'Wanggala’

ngladesh that can be issue of disparity between festival of Garos, forinstance.

nce to usher in spring.
Manipuris commemeorate
‘Dol Purnima.’ Ora(n)os have
'Phagoa Utshab' and soon

"Representation-wise, the
Garo community is perhaps
the biggest in Dhaka. Expo-

to Christianity
the -initial .phasé they Were
undecided on continuing
their traditions and rituals

& *.ﬂr.hz. .uihai‘r‘ h}'#r,;"cz'&%t @’

nities that are marginalised.
Members of several Adivasi
groups have been converting
and during

Exposure-wise, Manipuris, Chakmas, Garos and Tripuras are advanced.

all

Adivasi

Ferdousi says.
Disconcerting issues:
Despite the popular impres-
sion that Adivasi women
they
face four types of discrimina-
tion, whereas women in the

among them join in sig-
ing and dancing.
and dance are ingrained in
festivals,”

Music

- their mother language,”

mainstream face three,
according to Ferdousi.
"Adivasiwomen also get paid
significantly less than their
male counterpart for their
labour," she says.

Ferdousi also feels not
much is being done to pre-
serve and promote the
Adivasi cultural practices by
the state. "There are
‘Upojatiya Cultural Acade-
mies in our country but |
don’'t think they are effective.
First of all, I have issues with
the term 'Upojatiya,’ which
means tribal. You're
dehumanising someone
when you refer to him/her as
‘tribal." Then there is the
concern of recruiting Bengali
teachers/ trainers at these
academies, Isn't it logical to
have Adivasis as trainers
when grooming of Adivasi
cultural practices is con-
cerncd? These academies
also play a key role in
teacliing Adivasi children

can

she
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On the occasion of Inter-
natinnal Women's Day, RDC
Is holding a seminar on
"Bangladesh-er
Shonkhyalaghu Nari:
Adivasi O Cha-sromik”
March 14, says Ferdousi.
Human rights activist Sul-

on

tana Kamal and Nirola
Thompson, a Khasi minister
and vice-president of Ban-
Adhikar

expecied (w

gladesh Adivasi
Andolan,
speak atthe seminar.
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Shikha” on ETV

A special musical programme
on InternationalWomen's Day,
titled "Baula Antar: Jago Nari
Banhi Shikha,” will be aired
tonight on Ekushey Television
at 6:30 pm. Rishita Jahan and
Saiful Islam have jointly
produced the programm.

The programme features
three femalé baul singers --
Anima Mukti Gomez, Ruma
Sarkar and Lata Dewan. On
the programme, the artistes
will share their achievernents
aswell as struggles.

The programme features three female baul singers.

‘“Antarjatik Nari Dibash-er Bishesh
Anusthan” on ATN Bangla

A special programme on
International Women's Day
titled "Antarjatik Nari Dibash-
er Bishesh Anusthan" will be
aired tonighton ATN Bangla at

Chowdhury is the executive
director of the programme.
United Network Ltd. produces
the programme.

The programme features
discussions on women's

the director,

6:15 pm. Sabina Bari Lucky is
while Fuad

empowerment,

their role in

Hosted by Shamim Reza, the programme features Sultana

politics, economy and more.

Shamim Reza, lecturer,
Dhaka University is the host of
the programme. Human
rights activist Sultana Kamal
and Professor Serajul Islam
Chowdhury have taken partin
the discussion.

Interviews of successful
working women have also
been highlighted on the
programme.

Fearured personalities are -
- Rawshan Ara Begum, addi-
tional D.I.G. of Rapid Action
Battalion; Naima Imam
Chiowdhury, head of Women's

~ fights.and Gender, Equity.

Action Aid Bangladeah
Sangita Ahmed,
president,
Women Chamber

senior vice
Bangladesh
of Com-

merce and Industries and
Member of Parliament Meher

Lamal and Professor Serajul Islam Chowdhury. Afroz Chumki.
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