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Policemen inspect a police van after an explosion on the outskirts of Peshawar yesterday. At least seven Pakistani security forces and

four civilians were killed when a car bomb exploded on the ou

tskirts of Peshawar.

15 tcf oftshore gas

FROM PAGE 1

with these investments 1S
extreme, especially as there Is
no seismic coverage for the oil
and gas blocks to be explored.

He adds it was unwise for the
government (o put its money
for such risky ventures in Bay
and let oil companies take the
risks

However, the Bay also prom
ises chances of hitung more
than 15 tef gas, as the neigh-
bouring India has discovered at
least 100 tef gas and Myanmar 7
tcfthere in recent years.

But the third round bidding
of 2008 that involved only
offshore oil and gas blocks
generated poor response from
international oil companies
(10Cs) due to lack of financial
incentives and lack of any sign
that the government would
increase the gas sales tariit to

ensure a healthy financial
condition of the sector, ana-
lysts say

Again, neither the caretaker
government nor the
elected political government
has taken any decision to sign
Production Sharing Contracts
(PSCs) with two oll companies
under the third round bidding.

The offshore gas will be
three times costlier than

['.E'n"v. ..i

onshore gas, experts say. An
expert explains thatif this 15 tcl
offshore gas is found, the
exploration cost would be $5
per barrel oil equivalent (Boe)
and development cost will be
another$15 Boe.

Giving subsidy to gas tanit
has become very difficult as
presently international o1l
companies (I0OCs) supply 60
percent of gas, and local state-
owned companies the remain
ing 40 percent. A few years ago,
the IOCs gave 30 percent gas

While local companies sell
gas to the government at less
than $1 per thousand cubic
metres (mcf), the IOCs charge
$2 3to $3. However, a good part
ofthe costly IOC gas comes free
as Petrobangla's share

[he offshore exploration
and production cost has
increased by 355 percent from

1996 to 2008 and, experts
forecast, will rise further
[he era for industry o

awaken to higher gas prices has
arrived and it is only through
acceptance of this fact can new
exploration take place,” saysan
official of an oil company,
adding that while the neigh-
bouring countries tailored
their model agreements with
oil companies to accommo-

date the price factors, the
Bangladeshi PSC terms and
conditions are region and have
not changed for more than 15
years.

Though these cost factors
are high, the governmenthasto
tap its oil and gas resources
from the Bay of Bengal or face
critcal energy crisis from 2011
which will retard economic

growth and eventually cause |

wide public discontent.

"We may opt for duel-fuel
power plants in future so that
they can run on both gas and
imported oil. This will add only
10 percent additonal cost on
the projects, says energy
adviser to the prime minister

— e e —

Dr Towfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury. |

But how do we solve gas sup
ply shortfall for the existung
power and fertiliser plants?

While
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Bombings kill 11 in Pakistan
amid political feuds

Militants shoot down US drone

AP, A¥P, Peshawar! Miranshah in a Pakistanl tribal area bordering
2, " Afghanistan, officials said.
A bomb-laden car exploded yesterday in Residents and a local police official
northwest Pakistan as police tried topulla  said two drones were flying low over a
body from it, authorities said, killing seven  village in the South Waziristan tribal
police and a bystander as international district when one of them was hit by
fears grow over security and political militantfire.
stability in the nuclear-armed country. "We heard the firing by Taliban and
al-Qaeda, Taliban and linked militants then a drone fell down,” tribal police
have staged numerous attacks against official Israr Khan told AFE
security forces along Pakistan's north- Another security official said the drone
west border with Afghanistan, but crashed inaforest near a Pakistaniborder
Saturday's appearedto be thefirsttousea post.
body as a lure. It occurred in the Badaber "Apparently a drone has crashed in the
area, where residents recently evicted nearby forest, we are searching for its
militants with help from police, prompt-  wreckage,” asecurity official told AFP.
ing threats of retaliation. The turmoll is of great concern to US
Separately, a roadside bomb struck a and other Western officials, who need
military convoy in the northwest town of Pakistan to focus on fighting militancy.
Darra Adam Khel, killing three passers-by Many militants are believed to use pock-
and wounding four troops, government ets of Pakistan's northwest as bases to
official Asif Khan said. The explosions planattacks on American and Nato forces
came days after gunmen attacked Sri inAfghanistan
Lanka's cricket team in eastern Pakistan British Foreign Secretary David
and ahead of expected anti-government Miliband on Friday urged Pakistani politi-
rallies later this month involving themain cians to stop feuding and focus on the
opposition party. threat from Islamist militants the most
Meanwhile, Taliban militants on direct appeal yet from the West regarding
Saturday shot down a pilotless US drone the country's political turmoil

Miliband said it was “vital® that
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari and
opposition leader Nawaz Sharif "unite
against the mortal threat that Pakistan
faces, which is a threat from its internal
enemies.”

On Saturday, officers were dispatched
to Badaber, which lies on the outskirts of
the main northwest city of Peshawar, after
an unknown caller told them a body was
in a parked car, according to Police Chief
Rahim Shah.

"Police went there. They found the
white car. They also saw a body inside, but
when they were pulling it out, the car
bomb went off,” he said, calling the set-up
a "newtechnique.

Footage from the scene showed a
police van whose front was decimated,

The attack occurred just outside the
Khyber tribal region, a part of Pakistan’s
semiautonomous tribal belt where
military forces have staged offensives to
stern militant activity. Pakistan recently
claimed victory in an offensive against
militants in Bajur, another tribal region
Officials also say they are close to flush-
ing out militants in nearby Mohmand
tribal area.

Congress-SP keep
talking on polls

alliance

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Lucknow

Bilawal Bhutto
urges world
not to lose faith
in people of

' Pakistan

| ANI, Vienna

[alks are 'on' with the Samajwadi Party for an alliance ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls, the Congress said Saturday, adding it is
. prepared for a 'friendly contest’ with the party in at least seven
constituencies in Uttar Pradesh.

Congress general secretary Digvijay Singh said Saturday:
'Alliance talks are on and we will soon reach a consensus (on seat
sharing). We will have a friendly contest with the Samajwadi

Partyin atleastsevenplaces.’

Speaking at the party headquarters here, Singh also made a
clear move to woo the Muslim votebank, saying the party apolo-
| gises for the 1992 Babri Masjid demolition. "We are sorry for the
' demolition of the BabriMasjid.’

Asked by a reporter for his reaction to a statement by
Samajwadi Party general secretary Amar Singh that the party
would not give more than 17 seats to the Congress, Singh refused

| ocomment.

the government |

source,of energy, the, existing |

infrastructure would need
natural gas to avoid chaos
Natural gas may be tempo
rarily imported from other
countries in the form of
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG),
while the government
emphasises onshore and
offshore gas exploration to tap
new resources, he adds.

Meanwhile, Darul Uloom Deoband, India's most respected
[slamic seminary, has not given its approval to Samajwadi Party
chief Mulayam Singh Yadav's bonhomie with former Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader Kalyan Singh, asenior cleric said Saturday.

Darul Uloom pro-vice chancellor Maulana Abdul Khalig
the
Maghrubur Rehman, had never given his blessings to Yadav's
new found friendship with Kalyan Singh, who was chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh when the Babrimasjid was razed in 1992,

"Maulana Rehman never gave any assurance to Mulayam
Singh, for the simple reason that we (in Deoband) do not believe
in discussing or encouraging any kind of politics," Maulana

Madrasi told IANS Othat

Madrasi said over telephone.

| Assassinated Pakistan Prnime
| Minister, Benazir Bhutto s son
| and Pakistan People's Party
8 | (PPP) chairman, Bilawal
| Bhutto has urged the interna-
tional community not to lose
faith in the people of Pakistan
who are striving to find their
place in the world.

Addressing the Women's
| World Award ceremony here,

the Bhutto scion admitted that
| Pakistan was going through a
| tough time. Commenting on
the current political instability
| in the country, he said that the
| present turmoil was a result of
year's long trouble and that
' the PPP government had
inherited the backlog of years
of politucal instability in the
region.

Bilawal Bhutto com-
mended the work done by the
Pakistan Government led by
Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani.

institation’'s head, Maulana

PHOTO: AFP
Indian External Affairs and Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee is |
welcomed at a Congress Party election campaign rally in Siliguri |
yesterday. India will hold general elections staggered from April l
16 to May 13, kick starting a frenetic campaign for the 700 million |
votes up for the grabs in the world’s biggest democracy. :

Indian rebel leaders were in Ctg
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introduced with one Zaman
before the 2001 election. Later,
he came to know that the said
Zaman was Ulfa military com-
mander Paresh Barua

Zaman told Hafiz a huge
consignment of machinery
would land in Chittagong and
he assigned him (Hafiz) to hire
a trawler and decide on a jetty
for offloading the delivery.
Zaman also said they them-
selveswould handle the rest.

Paresh Barua assured him of
notworrying aboutanything as
chiefs of the National Security
Intelligence (NSI) and
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI) had
already made all arrange-
ments

As per the records of the
Hotel Golden Inn register on
Station Road in Chittagong
where Ulfa operatives stayed,
room-305 was allocated to Asif
Zaman at 5:45am on March 28,
2004, just three days before
offloading the arms cache

Asif Zaman's address was
recorded as 97/5 Sher-e-
Bangla Road, Mohammadpur,
Dhaka. It is the same Zaman
who actually went by the name
of Paresh Barua. Asif was
believed to be another fake
name of an Ulfaleader.

Anthony Davis in the
August 1, 2004 issue of Janes
Intelligence Review wrolte
Naga rebel leader Anthony
Shimray also accompanied
Paresh Barua when the arms
were being offloaded in
Chittagong.

Anthony Shimray who is
based in Manila in Philippines

had flown to Chittagong via
Bangkokaround the time of the
shipment.

Proofs were found that Asif,
Zaman, Abul Hossain,
Shahidul Islam and several
others believed to have been
involved in offloading arms
and ammunition rented rooms
in Hotel Golden Inn during
March 28-301n 2004

They left the hotel never to
return after the caches of
weapon were seized in the
morning of April 2.

Shahidul Islam rented room-
317 of the hotel at 5:45 on March
28, 2004. The address of this
[slam was also shown as 97/5
Sher-e-Bangla Road,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka mean-
ing that Shahidul Islam and
Zaman lived inthesame address.

Visit to the address in Dhaka
reveals that none by the name
of Shahidul Islam or Zaman
had ever lived in that building

Four more youths checked
in the Hotel Golden Inn at the
dead of night of March 28,
2004. They are Farhad Ahmed
(Gulshan, Dhaka, room no-
314), M Rahman (12/10
Islampur, Dhaka, room no-
207), Shafiqur Rahman (459/2
South Kafrul, Dhaka, room no-
405) and Anisur Rahman
(459/2 South Kafrul, Dhaka,
room-505).

Earlier 10 rooms of the hotel
were rented for 20 Indian
nationals; most of their
addresses in the hotel register
were shown as Babupara of
Habra, West Bengal, India.
They were not found in the
room from the moment of the

seizure of arms.
Investigations also revealed
that the register book in which

the names of those allegedly |

involved in the arms smuggling
were recorded, disappeared
from the hotel.

Hotel authorities said they
sold the old register books with
other odds and bits. But, a
source close to the hotel man-
agement said intelligence
agency men seized the register
book six to seven months into
the arms selzure.

The hotel authorities, how-
ever, denied the matter.

The investigation says
Hafizur Rahman knew all about
arms smuggling. Then chief of
CID Chittagong region AKM
Kabir Uddin and inspector
Mohammad Shah Alam sent a
review report on the arms haul
to the CID headquarters in the
lastweek of Aprilin 2004.

The report reads Hafizur
Rahman is proved to have had
link with the international
smuggling network of
Pakistan's largest intelligence
agency Inter-Services
Intelligence (IS1).

The same report also goes
on to say that Hafiz met a
Pakistani at a room of Hotel
Sundarban in Dhaka sIx
months before the ten truck-
loads of arms seizure. After that
Hafiz went to Pakistan, China,
Rangoon (Myanmar)
Bangkok, sources close to Haflz
told the CID.

[Judging importance of the |

Prothom Alo news, we decided
to re-run the report for our
readersin English]

and |

Morocco cuts
ties with Iran

AFP, Rabat

Morocco on Friday severed |

diplomatic ties with Iran, the
Moroccan foreign ministry

said in a statement, resurrect- |

ing a row sparked by a senior

[ranian official who ques- |

tioned Bahrain's sovereignty.
The decision followed
Rabat's express backing for

Bahrain -- despite Iran moving |

to patch up their differences --
with Morocco accusing
[ehran of seeking to impose its
Shia Muslim ideology on the
Sunni-ruled Arab state.

Karzai accepts
Aug 20 polls

AP, Kabul

President Hamid Karzai said
yesterday that he accepts the
recent decision by the coun-
try's election commission (o
hold the presidential vote on
Aug. 20,

According to the Afghan

constitution, Karzai's term |

ends on May 21 and a vote for
president should be held 30 to
60 days before that.

But the country's election

commission has said the vote |

will be held in August because

of security issues, bad spring |

weather, and a lack of money
forthe distribution of ballots
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WS BIOTECHNOLOGY AND GENETIC ENGINEERING
ADMISSION SUMMER 2009

Whv MS Biotechnology at NSU
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w | 4 Faculty members with PhD and/or Post Doctoral experien"ce'ffdmg-‘%
*sz; GJ North American or equivalent universities. | REWTERT
héﬁ o 4 Courses designed to meet the demands of the leading national and =
—w—_ international organizations and research institutes. s
@ " Q| ¢ special emphasis on BIOINFORMATICS, GENOMICS, TS
= £ PROTEOMICS. GENES & DISEASES, PHARMACEUTICAL X2
= BIOTECHNOLOGY etc.
“ O] ¢ Fully automated and digitized library with rich collection.
omm{ ._| ¢ Exclusive computer labs with internet facilities.
_C 4 Graduates have career prospects in academia (private and public

universities), biotech industries, research institutes, diagnostics,
medical colleges and pharmaceuticals in home and abroad.
Course waiver provision based on academic background, work

- experience and admission test.
<& Credit transfer facilities in reputable universities of the world.

| 4 Financial Aid for deserving students.
.h.‘ﬂ'_dé"q-"v [ . -

e n%aqa&t'éka;s,lstantshlp.
areer development support.
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lirements | Admission April 3, 2009

A four-year Bachelor degree or Master's degree in life sciences. or
A four-year Bachelor degree or Master's degree in agriculture. or

MBBS, BDS or MD or equivalent professional degree in medical sciences
(dentistry, alternate medicine etc.). or

Masters degree in health related subject or in any other relevant subjects. or
at least Second Class in all exams or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on a 4-point scale
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For Further Detis,_Please Contact
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N Nf Department of Life Sciences (Start Tower 10" Floor)
N 42 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-1213,

 Tel: 9885611-20 ext. 394, 323, 381, 296. 372, 279

';Fax:8823030
|E-mail: hossainm@northsouth.edu

' akhaleque@northsouth.edu
‘Website: www.northsouth.edu
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