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At the sudden loss of a friend

| believe what killed them was not just the bullets of a few
reckless BDR men, it was also the increasingly violent culture
ofthe world we are living i, the current crisis of values.

TARIK M. QUADIR

mourn my friends Col. Elahi and
I Col. Moshiur who were murdered
in cold blood by my own country-
men. We met when we were only 12 at
the Jhenidah Cadet College (JCC). As
my elder brother had done, Moshiur's
brother had also gone to study in
America. That was our connection;
otherwise, I knew him as a very good
boy and a good cadet. But, Rahman
Shafiq, as we called Col. Elahi, sat next
to me in the class for all the six years we
were atJCC.

I left Bangladesh for America 27
years ago and unfortunately did not
keep in touch with him. Through other
friends [ knew he was in the army and |
wished him well. I hoped to see him
again.

Two days ago, my brother emailed
me a picture of Rahman Shafiq receiv-
ing an award from Ban Ki moon.
Looking at that picture I could vividly
recall his smiling face from over 30

years ago. I could see that in some ways
he had not lost his childlike innocence
even after all these years.

Rahman Shafiq did not study too
hard, but he was very attentive in the
class and had a knack for intelligently
summarising any subject of our study
in a few words. | marveled at the way he
wrote answers to questions very briefly
and then scored higher than others. In
this he became my role model. He had
an infectious quiet laugh thatshook his
whole upper body and made others
laugh too.

[ recall the ingenuity of his mind
when he and I were partners in class
eight, first in a project to make a rudi-
mentary telescope and then in making
a more ambitious battery-powered
plane that did finally fly a few meters,
to our astonishment. But his real pas-
sion was not for science, it was, as I
recall, for communication and genuine
friendship with others.

Over the six years that I knew him, I
him as an unbiased person who was

not only a keen observer but also unas-
suming, kind, just, courageous, and
most of all, childlike. This last trait of
his charagter was totally disarming for;
above all, he was an enemy to none.

[ am sure my two friends were
friends of all who knew them. [ am sure
those who shot them did not really
know them. But I believe what killed
them was not just the bullets of a few
reckless BDR men, it was also the
increasingly violent culture of the
world we are living in, the current crisis
of values.

If we want to live in a more peaceful
world or in a more peaceful
Bangladesh, we must pay attention to
the root causes of violence and not
just to the wages we pay. The root
cause I believe is not economic but
more an increasingly mechanised
world where meanings and purposes
are being reduced to quantifiable
material ends.

[n such a world a perceived injus-
tice, true or false, is fought less
through appeal to values of goodness
and truth, than through material
means, which, in this case, were guns!
In this situation, it is not enough to
mourn and ptray but to act against
those forces that undermine spiritual
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values, which served our nation very
well through ages.

[ will end by identifying some causes
of the current crisis of values.

Violence on the media: Ban all movies,
video games, and advertisements
which glorify violence.

Technomania: Let us not adopt every
latest technology that comes along
without careful thought so we may be
able minimise mechanisation of our
lives and its inevitable spiritual cost.

Let the loss of so many friends of our
beloved nation wake us up to reflect
deeper on the direction we are heading
in, and how that is affecting our values.
Col. Elahi's full name was Qudrat Elahi
Rahman Shafique. Even in our child-
hood, I wondered how his parents had
chosen this rather long but very mean-
ingful name.

Now I know that his name had to be
determined by providence; we have
truly lost a qudrat elahi -- to help us
wake up from our slumber of indiffer-
ence to the decline in values caused by
the mad rush for material progress.
May we never lose another qudrat elahi
through our failure to nurture true
values.

Tarlk M. Quadir is a PhD candidate, University of
Birmingham, UK.
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Col. Elahi

UICK. To the bathroom. Grab the
razor. The financial crisis is
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new group of victims: mustaches.
They are being slashed off faces as bank-
ers make a desperate bid to look less
creepy. Having halved most people’s
retirement funds, moneymen are using
every means possible to rebuild their
images.

What am [ talking about? It's a
known fact that all men with mous-
taches are serial killers. Walt Disney?
Santa Claus? But okay, I take your point,

there may be some who have not killed
anyone. Yet. And even if there's no

proof they've committed mass murder,
it's generally accepted that men with
mustaches are perceived more nega-
tively than clean shaven men,

The recent rash of mustache-
shedding reached its peak a few days
ago when Bill Gross, who is the world's
largest bond dealer, was asked by
reporters to give his views on the
financial crisis. When they met in New
York, the journalists all asked the same
thing: "What happened to your mus-
tache?”

Gross replied: "My mother always
said there was something shady about
a man with hair on his lip."

Incidentally, the mustached-men-
are-serial-killers principle does not
apply to gay people. Gay people with
mustaches are considered "fashion
victims" (far worse than being a mass
murderer).

Anyway, this news is particularly
bad for Celebrity Land, where thick

upper-lip hair is the new fashion
(mostly for guys). It started a few
weeks ago when Brad Pitt grew one.

Then James Franco's mustache hair in
the film "Milk" caused such excite-
ment it narrowly missed getting the

Oscar for best supportingrole,

Mustaches have an even more pow-
erful psychological effectin Asia. Itis a
given that criminals in India deliber-
ately grow large, threatening ones to
intimidate victims with. Bandit gangs
in Madhya Pradesh have long known
that the sight of a massive walrus
growth with mutton-chop side-
whiskers terrifies people into handing
over all their worldly goods, plus
daughters, house deeds and so on.

But Indian police have fought back,
launching Moustache Wars. In India,
budgets have been set aside to enable
the development of an elite group of
officers brandishing acres of hair on

5 theirupperlips.lam not making this up.

"Thick moustaches have been tradi-

dwarfing their victims psychologi-
cally," a senior officer told the Indian
Express when the program started.
"This warfare will be employed against

criminals here."

A 50-strong patrol of elite officers

has been touring criminal blackspots |
in Morena city on motorcycles, openly
displaying massive moustaches to |
strike terror in the hearts of all who see
them. This trend started about five |
years ago, and many rank-and-file cops
in India now groom their mustaches so
theycan join the hairy-faced elite.

In some Indian states, officers
receive a cash allowance for the
upkeep of their growths. (I'm not sure
what they spend it on. Plant food?)
It's good to see Asia trying out inno-
vative crime-fighting techniques.

But anyway, if you have a big mus-
tache and you are not a criminal, not
an Indian police officer, or not male,
take my advice.

Become a serial killer now, and get

it over with. |
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