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Govt to install second

undersea cable

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The government has
decided to link the country
with a second undersea
cable to overcome the dis-
turbance resulted from
uent submarine cable
cuts and reduce depend-
enceonalone cable.

Telecom Minister
Rajiuddin Ahmed Raju dis-
closed the government's
plan yesterday in the parlia-
ment.

Answering questions
raised by lawmakers regard-
ing the telecom industry, the
minister said, "The govern-
ment has decided to link
Bangladesh with a second
submarine cable consor-
tium as soon as possible to
reduce the reliance on alone
underseacable.”

The minister however did
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not clearly mention whether
the private sector or the
government itself will
implement the project.

The telecom minister also
said the government is going

R el CRCER T
AT AR S & I
DB, NI Y. FIB- 3D

LA THE 7 9T 9% WimD 8 AfEzA
fFemia «I2 oI S 5 as 9T 9o
o R oF: wasg il

to introduce 3G technology

in the mobile operators
soon.

The Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) is working to link the
country with another under-
sea cable through the pri-
vale seclor.

Installed by a consortium
of 16 countries including
Bangladesh, the submarine
cable was launched in 2006.
Bangladesh paid $35.1 mil-
lion for its part of the cost.
Since the installation of the

affects tointernet access.

The information technol-
ogy (IT) sector mainly seeks
the link with an additional
submarine cable, as the
sector suffers due to the
disruptions,

The SMW-4 cable has a
capacity to handle a 120
gigabyte (Gb) bandwidth,
and of this, Bangladesh is
currently subscribing 14 Gb.

Bangladesh Submarines
Cable Company Limited
(BSCCL), formerly BTTB,
has already earned revenues
of over Tk 200 crore by rent-
ing this bandwidth.

The minister said the
government has no plan to
introduce flat rates for the
telecom industry. This is
because, according to him,
call rates are significantly
low due to stiff competition
among operators.

Talking about the broad-
band prospects, he said the
government plans to intro-
duce high-speed wireless
broadband through WiMax
and 3G technologies within
the next five years.

At present, Bangladesh
has no high-speed broad-
band internet service. The
high-speed broadband

Top Unilever
official to join
Brand Forum
seminar

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Sanjiv Mehta, chairman of
Unilever's North Africa and
Middle East region, is
expected to join a two-day
Bangladesh Brand Forum
seminar in Dhaka.

In a statement yesterday,
Bangladesh Brand Forum
said the seminar would start
on March 28 with an under-
score on the importance of
branding.

Mehta, a commerce
graduate and a chartered
accountant, is among the
“top 100" senior managers
for Unilever globally.

Unilever is one of the
largest fast-moving con-
sumer goods companies in
the world with an annual
turnover exceeding $50
billion.

Mehta is also an alumnus
of Harvard Business School,
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Four local firms to take
part in Japan food fair

neem leaf, turmeric, guava leaf, chilli, tulsi,

STAR BUSINESS DESK
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Four Bangladeshi food manufacturing com-
panies are participating in the four-day
FOODEX Japan 2009, one of the biggest food
and beverage exhibitions in Asia and Asia
Pacific regions, starting from today in the

Chiba cityof Japan.

The local companies, aided by the Japan
External Trade Organisation (Jetro), will now
get access to the US$ 44 billion Japanese
food market, said astatement,

The four companies are Bangla Natural
Agro Ltd, Milton Sea Foods International,
Global Agro Resources Incorporation and
Hamdard Laboratories (WAQF) Bangladesh.

The local companies will showcase
organic agro-food products such as dry
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seafood items like black tiger shrimp, yellow
fin tuna, and processed potato foods such as
potato flakes, potato chips, potato starch
and French fry.

The exhibition, a platform to network
international companies and

businesspeople, has also been recognised as

a hub for trade promotion, partnership and
publicity of products from around the world.
Jetro has offered a 75 percent subsidy in

participation fee for the least developed

tries,

countries, including Bangladesh.

In 2008 the exhibition pulled around
96,000 visitors consisting wholesalers,
importers, retailers and manufacturers with
over 3,400 booths of exhibitors from 65 coun-
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