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SC asks Rajuk Ul
to reinstate | b IR
450 stafts M

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) y
terday upheld the High (uurt
(HC) verdict declaring ilegal
the termination ol 450 employ-
ees of Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) and
directing the government fto
reinstate them.

The five-member full bench
of the Appellate Division,
headed by Chief Justice MM
Ruhul Amin, delivered the
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No possibility to receive MCA

aid this year

Says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT "It will not be easy to show

' from a lawmaker, the minis-

.

judgement dismissing the £
jeave to appeals filed by Rajuk
inst the HC verdict.
The emplyoees' lawyer
Barrister Md Badruddoza told

Sector Commanders' Forum observes one minute's silence at a citizens' condolence meeting at Central Shaheed Minar in the city
yesterday in memory of army officers killed during a mutiny in the BDR headquarters on February 25-26.

PHOTO STAR

reporters that Rajuk will have
to reinstate them following the
verdictofthe apexcourt.

In 2004, the Rajuk authori-
ries made 450 employees
redundant.

The employees, including
Ashutosh Chakma, Nurul
Islam and Emdad Ali, then filed
39 writ petitions with the HC
challenging the legality of the
termination orders.

BDR MASSACRE
Call to preserve

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

India, European Union and
Japan have expressed deep
shock at the brutal killings at
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)

Vldeo fOOtage Headquarters.
In separate statements
OfmaSS graves yesterday, they condemned

the incident and assured the
government and the people of
Bangladesh their support at
this difficulttime.,

Terming the mutiny at BDR
Headquarters an attempt to
destabilise the Sheikh Hasina
government, India has
expressed solidarity with her
dispensation and conveyed
readiness to extend whatever
support and assistance Dhaka
may require at the present
junctrure.

External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee wrote to
the prime minister express-
Ing "great shock” at the trag-
edy that has unfolded over
the last few days.

In the letter, Mukherjee
noted that “such barbaric acts
(mutiny by BDR men) had no

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

War Crimes Facts Finding
Commirtee yesterday urged
the government to preserve
video footage of the excava-
tions of mass graves and foren-
sic exhibits retrieved from BDR
headquarters at Pilkhana for

e sake of properenquiry.

The committee called for
preserving grenades and other
arms and ammunition found
abandoned inside the head-
quarters in, what they said,
non-touch’ processing.

In a press release, it also
mentioned that the evidence
would be a great help during
the investigation once any
foreign intelligence agencies
arrve in the country.

place in a civilised society,”
External Aftairs Ministry
spokesman Vishnu Prakash
said.

Meanwhile, EU in a state-
ment expressed deep shock
and conveyed its deepest
sympathies to all those who
have suffered as conse-
quences of this tragedy,
including members of the
armed forces, their families
and civilians.

The EU also assured the
government and people of
Bangladesh of its steadfast
support,

The Embassy of Japan in
Dhaka in a separate message
condoled the death of the
army officers at BDR
Headquarters.

Our staff correspondent
adds: Saudi Ambassador Dr
Abdullah Bin Naser Al Busairi
and Pakistani High
Commissioner Alamgir
Bashar Khan Babar in separate
meetings with Foreign
Minister Dr Dipu Moni have
hailed the steps taken by the
government to address the
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BUILDING FEATURE :

Rajuk approved commercial building

6 storied complex

Each floor is 2,200 SR

1 Basement

Ground Floor for Car Parking

200 KVA Substafion

Full Capacity Backup Standby Generators

1.00 msec Lift

Standard Toilets in each Floor

Blussh Green Low-e-reflective glass of USA origin
Super finished floor
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BACI international
construction

exhibition 2009

%6 march, winter garden, dhaka sheraton hotel
10.00 am - 08.00 pm
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crisis caused by the barbaric
killings at the BDR
Headquarters.

Praising the leadership of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in facing the crisis, they said
the government advanced
with the highest caution to
preventmore loss of lives.

Condoling the death of the
army officers, Babar said the
government has proved its
highest sincerity in facing this
Crisis.

Int'l communities condemn
BDR massacre

The role of the media was
also veryimportant, he added.

The Saudi ambassador said
that apart from the BDR issue,
he discussed with the foreign
minister about Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's ensuing visit
to SaudiArabia,

Hasina would hold a meet-
ing with the Saudi King on
March 8, he added.

He also said that she will
also perform holy Umrah
during her Saudi Arabia visit.

Edn UK Exhibition
in city on Mar 8

UNB, Dhaka

The British Council will hold
the llth Education UK
Exhibition at Sheraton Hotel
here on March 8, aiming to
provide an opportunity for
prospective students to study
in the UK.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu
Moni is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the exhibition.

A similar exhibition will
also be held on March 11 at
Peninsula in the port city of
Chittagong. Both exhibitions
willl .remain, Lpen from

11:00am’td 8:00pm.

Obituary

METRO DESK

1Y Amanulla

T T

renowned

banker and

' businessman,

‘ passed away at

’ abaid

Hospital in Dhaka on Sunday

at the age of 84, says a press
release.

He was a manager at the
Narayanganj branch of the
then National Bank of
Pakistan. He also served as
manager of the London
branch of the bank

He was also a deputy man-
aging director of the then
Commerce Bank Limited.

Later, Amanulla Khan set
up Taj Jute Backing Company
Limited in Narayanganj.

He left behind two daugh-
ters, a son and five grandchil-
drenandahostofadmirers.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held at Azad Mosque in
Gulshan after Asr prayers on
March 4 and his qulkhwani
will he held at his residence, 7
New Bailey Road, on March 6
alter Asr prayers,

RaniBhattacharjee
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Rani Bhattacharjee, a
Language Movement veteran
and president of Barisal unit of
Mohila Parishad, passed away
due to old-age complications
at Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital
yesterday at the age of 82,

Her body was put in front of
Mohila Parishad office in
Barisal and Aswani Kumar
Town Hall to pay homage.

Her cremation was com-
pleted at Barisal
Mahashamshan Ghat yester-
day night.

Different socio-cultural
organmsations and individuals
expressed shock atherdeath.

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

Today is the
ninth death

AHM Abdul
Baqui, a for-
mer deputy
magistrate,
saysapressrelease,

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani and doa mahfil
willbe held athis residence.

Friends, relatives and
admirers are requested to pray
for salvation of the departed

anniversary of

Addressing a press confer-
ence yesterday, British
Council Director Charles
Nuttall told journalists that
delegates from 37 UK univer-
sities and colleges will partici-
patein the annual exhibitions.

All visitors have been
requested to register online
(www.britishcouncil.org/ban
¢ I a d e S h
<http://www.britishcouncil.o
rg/bangladesh>).

British High Commission
official Stuart Percival and
British Council Manager

Raigah Walie Khan 5puLt. at .
" % the press confefence.

improvement of some indi-
ces.  So, we will have to
emphasise the need to relax
the conditions,” the minister

Finance Minister Abul Maal
Abdul Muhith yesterday told
the Jatiya Sangsad that it
would not be possible to

said.

Replying to another query,
he informed the House of
different measures taken to
stop money laundering.

receive ald from Millennium
Challenge Account (MCA) of
the US this year,

Replying to a question

ter said the eligibility of coun-
tries for the aid is determined
on the basis of 17 indicators
under three categories
ruling justly, investing in
people and economic free-
dom,

"Despite improvement of
situation in Bangladesh in
line with the indicators, it will
not be possible to receive aid
from MCA for 2009 because
the eligibility was determined
on the basis of information of
previous year,” Muhith said.

However, negotiations
would have to be held 1o get
aid for the 2009-10 fiscal year,
he added.
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