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lapan Cultural
Festival '09
Organiser: Embassy of
Japan and BSA

Venue: National
Theatre Hall. BSA

Date: February 28- 5
March 7
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Grantha Mela 2009' ended on Februy-
ary 28; though instead of fanfare a
shadow of gloom loomed large.

The total sale of books at this year's
fair was Tk 18 crore. On the occasion
of the fair, 313 story books, 480 novels.
205 essays, 637 collections of poems,
80 research-based books, 104 collec-
tions of rhymes, 212 publications for
adolescents, 93 biographies, three
anthologies, 76 books on Liberation
War, 13 plays, 69 books on science, 51
travelogues, 40 publications on his-
tory, 32 on politics, 29 on health and
medicine, 14 on computer related
subjects, 29 on jokes and humour 29
onreligion and spirituality, 36 transla-
tions, two dictionaries, 13 science

!
’ The month-long 'Amar Ekushey
i

fiction and 181 on a range of other a1
issues were published.
' -tsht a discussion on February 28,
director general of Bangla Academy, Ihe Bangla
Syed Mohammad Shahed delivered a  Academy
speech while National Professor Kabir  authorities awarded
Chowdhury presided over the three publishing
programme. Managing director, houses for their
Mercantile Bank Ltd, Dewan Mujibur -
Rahman and director of planning and artistically
training division, Shaheeda Khatun decorated stalls.
were also present as discussants. (top)
The Bangla Academy authorities
have awarded prizes to three publish- Booklovers
ing houses for their eye catching and thronged the Bangla
artistically done stalls. Anya Prokash, Academy premises
Student Wage and Muktadhara were
selected for the first, second and third on the last day of
the ‘mela.’

_ prizes for the year 2009.

‘‘Amar Ekushey Grantha Mela

Photography

lapan ity Festoval 100q m Elhlbmu'- i Elhlb‘ l
Ly 1T 'nu.:mm& 4 ton
nui..- R Omiss ‘ (AYI By Julien Pannetler and
Artists: Wakilur Rahman Bruno Valentin
and Al Mamoon Title: Dhaka, a City and Its

House 20 Road 16 People
Sector 4 Uttara

Venue: AFD, 26, Mirpur
Rd, Dhanmond|

Date: February 19-March 5

Time: 9am-12pm, 58pm
(Saturdays 5-8pm)
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Award

Title: Shilu Abed Master
Craftsperson Award '09
Organiser: National
Crafts Coundil of
Bangladesh

Venue: BRAC Inn Centre
Auditorium, 75, Mohakhall
Date: March 5

Time: 6pm

[é’t s & Entertdinment

In conversation with Muhammad Samad

TAKIR HOSSAIN
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Dr. Muhammad Samad is one of the distin-
guished poets of the '70s. His discerning vision
and passion, reflected through words, have
enriched our literature. For inspiration, Samad
inclines towards romanticism and nature,

Born in 1956 at Sharishabari in Jamalpur
district, Samad received his first lessons in a
remote village. Samad began writing poetry in
his school days. In his words, “I was a student of
Rani Dinomoni Model High School. The
school, founded in 1920, was a hub of various
cultural activities like Nazrul, Rabindra festi-
vals, all kinds of puja and more. I used to avidly
read the pages of books which contained the
biographies of legendary poets and writers.
Inspired by them, I set my sights on becominga
poet. I memorised each poem in my textbooks
and would always recite them with great zeal "

Samad went on to add, “I borrowed books
from our school library. The library had a rich
collection. One day I borrowed a translation of
a book by a Russian writer. The central charac-
ter of the book was a hard-up man who left his
homeland for a better life. Despite his struggles,
he became a famous poet. The novel was truly
engaging and boosted my motivation to
become a poet furthermore. Some of my
schoolteachers -- Narayan Chandra Sutradhar,
Abdul Mannan and Alauddin Khan -- encour-
aged me. When I was a student of class eight, |
wrote my first poem on our National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam.”

“I used to publish a little magazine from
Sharishabari, called “Sangraat.” Eight issues of
this literary magazine came out from 1973 to
'75. I was the editor of this poetry-based maga-
zine, Our issues mainly came out on the occa-

I

e

35

Muhammad Samad

sions of Independence Day, Ekushey February,
Victory Day and other national holidays. For
three years, from 1976 to '78, I was somewhat
distanced from poetry as I was actively engaged
in student politics. Iwent back to writing poetry
in 1979," said Samad.

The first collection of his verses, “Ekjan
Rajnaitik Netar Manifesto,” was published in
1983 and won the Tribhuj Literary Award. Other
published books by Samad are Aami Noi
Indrajit Megher Araley” “Porabey Chandan
Kath,” “Cholo, Tumul Brishtitey Bhiji,”
“Sharater Akashey Purnima” and “Premer
Kabita.

Samad has been teaching for about 25 years.
Currently he is a Professor at the Institute of
Social Welfare and Research, Dhaka University.
Between 1997 and 2001, Samad has been the
general secretary of National Poetry Council,
Bangladesh. He is a recipient of many presti-
gious awards for his contribution to Bengali
poetryand literature.

Int’l Women'’s
Day special

“Swopno, Bastob 0 Dipannita”
on Ekushey TV

Tarin in a scene from the play.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of International Women's day, Ekushey TV will
air a special TV play “Swopno, Bastob o Dipannita” on March 8.
Written by Rounak Hasan and directed by Chayanika
Choudhury, the play will be aired at 7:45 pm.

Tarin, Emon and Azizul Hakam play lead roles in the play.
Tarin and Emon take on the characters of lovers. Fmon is an
unemployed young man in the play. While Tarin is eager to marry

_‘ Emon, he avoids the subject. In the meantime, Tarin is forced
into a marriage with a drug addict, played by Azizul Hakim. The
play unravels with this dilemma.

“Horizon” evolves with U2's
audacity, creativity, innovation

U2's 12th album, "No Line on the Horizon," a kaleidoscopic
quest, rivals 1991's "Achtung Baby” foraudacityand innovation.

"We had tolearn alot before we could do this,” Bono, 48, says.
“Normally, you zone in on a particular area and make it your
own. On this, we seemed to be able to meander from joy to
despair, from introspection to exhibitionism. And there's a lot
of humour. I'm surprised, because people don't generallybuya
U2album for the laughs.

“There's fun and frolics here. Real joy, and that's the essence,
thelife force, of rock'n' roll."

One of the year's most eagerly anticipated albums, "Hori-
zon" is garneringraves for brazen and byzantine sonic architec-
ture that rises from U2's famil-
iar foundation of heartfelt rock.
The 11-track disc, out last week,
found the Irish foursome
recording in Morocco, then in
Dublin and later in New York
and London. The album closes
theband's longest gap between
studio albums, following 2004's
"How to Dismantle an Atomic
Bomb,” which sold 9 million
copies worldwide and gener-
ated eight Grammys.

Edge, 47, is relieved to
emerge from what he calls the
“oll rig” after a long spell of
concentrated but isolating
creativity with Bono, drummer
Larry Mullen Jr. and bassist
Adam Clayton. The latest
album's lengthy gestation was not the result of setbacks or
writer's block, but rather a geyser ofimpulses and detours.

“We would have loved to finish the album last summer, but
the songs weren't finished with us," says Edge. "Realising there
was more to this album than what we had, we kept going. We
dropped two or three songs, finished up others. It would have
beenadarker record before."

Tunes left behind, including the soulful "Every Breaking
Wave," are slated for a more meditative album due possibly by
year'send. U2 alsois sitting on material from early sessions with

Democracy”

Edge (left), Adam Clayton, Bono and Larry Mullen Jr. are U2.

Rick Rubin, benched after the band reconnected with long-
time collaborators Brian Eno and Danny Lanois, who produced
"Horizon" with Steve Lillywhite.

Edge says they are not wed to any single formula. "There's no
strict route to a U2 song,” he says. "The only thing that's consis-
tentis the search for inspiration. It can start from a drumbeat, a
guitar part, a title, a lyric. An entire piece of music can suddenly
arrive. We subscribe to the idea that there's no such thing as
failure. There's just giving up. We do not give up. We are relent-
less.”

U2's tenacity and artistic daring pay off in Horizon's tower-
ing splendour, says Blender editor Joe Levy:

"It combines two moments:
the epic grandeur of 'The
Joshua Tree' and the experi-
mental audio research of
‘Achtung Baby' and '‘Zooropa,'"
he says. "They're at a point
where they can be the biggest
band in the world and still be
edgy, with a capital 'E' in this
case. They haven't come out
swinging this hard and reach-
ing this high since 'Joshua.' On
the surface, it's classic U2. Put
on the headphones, and you
hear an album every bit as
sonically ambitious as
‘Achtung Baby.""

Horizon's immediacy, nim-
ble complexities and clear
messages cement U2's stand-
ing as the only veteran rock
band with consistent artistic relevance and commercial clout,
hesays.

"They don't do it by utilising the same set of tricks or by hav-
ing Justin Timberlake and Timbaland on speed-dial,” Levy says.
"None of their '80s contemporaries -- Madonna, Bruce
Springsteen, Prince or Michael Jackson -- managed to continu-
ously keep the focus on newmusic."
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Compiled by Cultural Correspondent

The show highlights contemporary political, economic and
international issues.
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Talk show "Road to Democracy” will be aired tonight on Rtv at
7:30 pm. Based on contemporary issues, politics, economics
and international affairs, “Road to Democracy” is Rtv's regular
talk show aired every evening at the same time.

The talk show is jointly planned by Samia Zaman and

Mozammel Babu, and directed by Nur Safa Julhaz. Important
personalities from different sectors are invited on the show as

guests.

A theatre performance at the book fair in Kushtia.

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

rated the fairon February21.

tion was impressive.

canbe arranged every yvar.

Book fair in Kushtia ends
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Afteradecade, an 'Ekushey Book Fair' was held in Kushtia (from Febru ary21to
28). Kushtia Shilpakala Academy and district administration jointly organised
the fair at the local Shilpakala Academy premises.

Hundred of enthusiasts thronged the fair premises, bought books and
attended special programmes arranged on the occasion of the fair.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Kushtia, Sarkar Abul Kalam Azad inaugu-

Several events including discussions and cultural programmes were held
everyday at the fair. Local cultural organisations took partin the programmes.
In total, 36 stalls -- featuring a range of publications -~ were set up at the fair, !
According to the publication houses, sales were satisfactory. Poet Matiul

Ahsan, president of Kushtia Shahitya Academy, said that the public participa-

Visitors demanded regular arrangement of such fairs.

Amirul Islam, general secretary of Kushtia Shilpakala Academy, said that if
the district administration and leading organisations cooperate, this book fair
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