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Obama team lays out new
Pak-Afghan approach

AFP, Washington

After setting a deadline to pull US forces
from Iraq, President Barack Obama is shift:
ing gears quickly to Afghanistan and
Pakistan as he lays out a broad, regional
approach to fighting extremism.

The Obama administration beld three
days of talks last week with the foreign
ministers of Afghanistan and Pakistan and
said it would tum it into a regular dialogue
to chart a new course in the "waron terror.”

Obama has vowed to put a top priority
on bringing stability to the lawless and
rugged terrain between the South Asian
neighbours -- the home base for Taliban
and al-Qaeda militants including, most
presume, Osama bin Laden.

Obama, who Friday announced a imeline
to end the Iraqmission, issending 17,000 more
US troops to Afghanistan. But he said the
United States needed an effort broader than
justhuntingand kllingmilitants.

"We've been thinking very militarily, but
we haven't been as effective in thinking
diplomatically, we haven't been thinking

effectively around the development side of
the equation,” Obama said Friday on PBS
television.

"Obviously, we haven't been thinking
regionally, recognising that Afghanistan is
actually an Afghanistan-Pakistan problem,
because right now the militants... are often
times coming over the border from
Pakistan, " he said.

All three sides hailed the openness of the
Washington talks, with Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi saying
that the new administration compared with
president George W. Bush's is "really willing
tolisten tous.”

But disputes are simmering just under
the surface.

US and Afghan policymakers accuse
elements of the Pakistani military and
intelligence services of turning a blind or
even sympathetic eye to the Taliban --
whose regime ousted in 2001 had been
allied with Islamabad.

Pakistan, in turn, is angered by US
unmanned drone attacks on its territory
which have killed high-level militants but
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also civilians -- inflaming local opinion.

Pakistan has urged, so far unsuccess-
fully, the new Obama administration to halt
the attacks and hand over the drones to
them.

Madeleine Albright, the former US
secretary of state from Obama's
Democratic Party, predicted a long haul to
sortoutproblemsin the region.

"I think this is a very large challenge and
unfortunately it got bigger because the
previous administration had focused so
much on Iraq and not Afghanistan and
Pakistan, " she said on MSNBC television.

The Obama team's calls for a regional
approach come as relations sharply
improve between Islamabad and Kabul
after Pakistan's civilian president, Asif Ali
Zardari, took over last year from military
ruler Pervez Musharraf.

But Zardari is under intense pressure,
Thousands of demonstrators recently took
to the street in support of his nemesis,
Nawaz Sharif, after the Supreme Court
banned the former prime minister from
running foroffice.
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Lok Sabha polls
10 cost more
than US
presidential
polls

P11, New Delhi

Al a staggering Rs 10,000 crore,
the Lok Sabha polls this sum-
mer would cost more than
what Barack Obama and
others spent in the US presi-
dential race.

According to information
avallable with the US Federal
Election Commission, Obama
and other candidates collec-
tively spent close to $1.8 bil-
lion (nearly Rs 8,000 crore) in
the 2007-08 Presidential
Elections.

A survey conducted by
Centre for Media Studies
(CMS) back home pegs the
estimated amount to be spent
on the Lok Sabha elections,
which would determine the
next government in the coun-
try, at about Rs 10,000 crore
(USD two billion).
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Pakistani civil rights activists protest against the suspension of the Punjab province assembly in

Lahore on Saturday. Pakistani Premier Yousuf Raza Gilani Saturday appealed for calm amid protests
ransacking public property since a court banned the top opposition leader from contesting elections.

Indian president
rejects CEC
suggestion to

axe Chawla

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
New Delhi

President Pratibha Patil
Sunday rejected the recom-
mendaton of Chief Election
Commissioner N
Gopalaswami to remove his
colleague Navin Chawla, who
is now expected to preside
over the coming Lok Sabha
polls.

Archana Dutta, officer on
special duty in the Rashtrapati
Bhawan, said the president had
taken the decision ‘after careful
consideration’ of various
aspects including a report
submitted by Gopalaswami
seering. BElection
Commissioner Chawla's
removal on grounds of bias.

‘The president, after care-
ful consideration of the
report of the CEC, govern-
ment recommendations,
constitutional provisions,
Supreme Court judgments,
‘has arrived at a considered |
opinion and has accepted the
recommendation of the
government (to reject
Gopalaswami's suggestion),’
Dutta told IANS.

Gopalaswami is set to retire
in April. Fresh parliamentary
elections are expected to take
placeinApril-May,

President of India’s Congress party and chairperson of the ruling
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government Sonia Gandhi (L)
receives a memento during a public rally at Kondal village in the
il Palwal district of the Indian state of Haryana yesterday. During the
rally Sonia inaugurated the "Rajiv Gandhi drinking water project’
to provide adrinking water supply to some 503 villages.

PHOTO: AFP

PT1, New Delhi/ Ranchi

Congress has decided to hunt
for new allies while retaining
the old ones in its bid to return
to power at the Centre after the
Lok Sabha elections. The grand
old party's strategy revolves
around getting new alliance
partners like the JDS in
Karnataka, Trinamool
Congress of Mamta Banerjee in
West Bengal, DMDK led by
actor- turned-politician
Vijaykanth in Tamil Nadu,
apart from the existing part-
ners.

Congressis also in favour of
not allowing much fissures in
its existing alliance with the
NCP in Maharashtra, RJD and
LJP in Bihar, JMM and R]D in
Jharkhand along with DMK
and PMK in Tamil Nadu.
Problems, however, remain in
stitching an alliance in Uttar

Cong scouts for more
regional alliance
ahead of polls

after claims and counter
claims by both parties on
several seats,

The SP has already
announced names for around
60 candidates so far out of 80
in the states, even as the
Congress wants to contest in
atleast 25 seats.

In this election year, what
has dented the regional par-
ties' aspirations for more seats
in states, other than the ones
in which they have primary
influence, is the unilateral
stand of the Congress Working
Committee which stated in its
last meeting that the party will
only go for regional and not a
national alliance.

Meanwhile, the BJP has
given a week's time for the
dissolution of the Jharkhand
Assembly, failing which it
would urge the President to do
so, senior BJP leader Sushma
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Taliban militants have estab-
lished secret hideouts in Karachi
and it 'could take the city hostage
at any point’, according to the
Pakistani police.

The Special Branch of police
has highlighted the presence of
Taliban in Karachi in a report
submitted to the Sindh govern-
ment and the provincial police
chief.

The Taliban have ‘'huge

Taliban could take over
Karachi: Pak media

Sohrab Goth and Quaidabad.

Besides living in small motels
in these areas, the Taliban are
hiding in the hills of Manghopir
and Orangi town and in other
low-income areas and slums, the
Daily Times newspaper quoted
the policereportassaying.

The daily also quoted sources |
as saying that the deputy chiefof |
the banned Tehrik-e-Taliban,

Hasan Mahmood, was hiding in

Karachi. The Muttahida Qaumi |
Movement, which is part of the |

coalition government in Sindh

province, has often warned |

authorities that the Taliban had
established a presence in
Karachi.
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_. The Security Printing
" Corporation

(Bangladesh) Ltd.
Gazipur-1703

Tender for Procurement
of Plastic Bobin

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the competent
supplier/manufacturer/dealer for supply of abovementioned
materials as per under noted schedule. The tender(s)
addressed to the Managing Director, The Security Printing
Corporation (Bangladesh) Ltd., Gazipur shall have to be
dropped in the tender box kept in Corporation's Office at
Gazipur and its Liaison Office at Annex Building-1, 6th
Floor, Bangladesh Bank, Dhaka on 29.3.2009 up to
4.00pm. Tender may also be sent to Corporation's Office
at Gazipur through postal/courier services which must
reach within the scheduled deadline mentioned above.
Submissign of tender after the abovementioned time shall
be returned unopened. Tender(s) will be opened together
only at Corporation's Office, Gazipur in presence of
tenderer(s) if any on the next office day at 11.00am. 1
(one) tender schedule is applicable only for one
supplier/dealer/manufacturer for submitting one offer along
with earnest money. Tender paper showing terms and
conditions with specification will be available up to
01.03.2009 to 15.3.2009 from the abovementioned two
places against payment of Tk. 150.00 (one hundred fifty)
only during Sunday to Thursday between 9.00am to
4.00pm. An application for the schedule in the letterhead
pad from the respective firm will be needed. Eamest
money @ 3% (three percent) of the total quoted amount
shall have to be submitted in the form of Bank Draft/Pay
Order alongwith the tender in favour of The Security
Printing Corporation (Bd). Ltd., Gazipur. Tender witho

earnest money shall not be acceptable. |

Zeauddin Ahmed
General Manager
Phone: 9205103

India, Nepal set
to construct
dam for power
plant project

PTI1, New Delhi

Thirteen years after signing a
treaty, India and Nepal are all set
to establish Pancheshwar
Development Authority for
construction of the ambitious
6000 MW Pancheswar multi-
purpose project on the Indo-
Nepal border.

The project seeks to build a
storage dam on the Mahakali
river at the boundary of
Uttarakhand and Nepal. Nearly
80 per cent of the catchment
area for the project would be in
India and therestin Nepal.

"The Pancheshwar
Development Authority will be
set up jointly with the
Government of Nepal for con-
struction, opération and main-
tenance of the Pancheshwar
project within a year," Water
Resources Minister Saifuddin
Sozsaid.

According to Soz, the
authority will help decide the
"operational details” for con-

smt:titmnfthepnjjeit,: "B
4__[_ d - W 4 N .

Pakistan briefing foreign
envoys over political
developments

AN1, P11, Islamabad

In a bid to assuage the interna-
tional community’'s concerns
about developments in
Pakistan, the government of
Pakistan has said that it had
nothing to do with the disquali-
fication of the Sharifbrothers’.

Foreign envoys of different
countries have been briefed
about political developments in
the country.

This was the first ever inci-
dence in the history of Pakistan
when foreign ambassadors
where briefed about the politi-
calscenario ofthe country.

Pakistan's Information and
Broadcasting Minister Sherry
Rehman and Law Minister
Farooq Naek, clarified that the
briefing of foreign envoys was
organised after some countries
sought information about the
verdict on the Sharif disqualifi-
cation case.

Awadh Elassir, raised a ques-
tion as to why both Nawaz
Sharif and Shahbaz Sharif were
disqualified by the Supreme
Court, as declaring only one of
them ineligible, could have
created less trouble.

"It was the verdict of the
Court and Government had
nothing to do with it," Naek
replied.

Earlier Pakistan's parliament
reverberated with shouts of "go
Zardari go” as protests by the
Oppositon PML-N against a
court order barring partyleaders
Nawaz and Shahbaz Sharif from
holding elected office entered
the fourth day today. Irate PML-
N parliamentarians shouted
slogans against President Asif Ali
Zardari, blamed by former
premier Nawaz Sharif for influ-
encing the Supreme Court's
verdict, during a special session
of the National Assembly con-
vened to discuss the political
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Notice

Participation in

China Import & Export Fair (Canton Fair)

. Guangzhou, China, During April 15-19, 2009.

a prescribed form.

Interested Exporters may apply
to Export Promotion Bureau in

Application fee: Taka 20,000/

PRODUCTS TO BE DISPLAYED IN THE FAIR:

Chemical Products

Electronic

Equipment.

Household Electrical
and Products [0 Computer
Communication Products [J Lighting Equipment OJ
Building Materials [J Sanitary and Bathroom

U] Small Machinery [J Bicycles 0 Spare Parts [

O Hardware O Tools O

Appliances [] Consumer

and

Last Date of Application: March 08, 2009

Export Promotion Bureau

TCB Building 1™ & 4™ Floor
01 # Kawran Bazar, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
% 88-02- 914 4821-4, = 88-02- 911 9531

O info@epb.qov.bd, dir-fair@epb.qov.bd
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