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Everton kill off WBA

on Paul Robinson.

Everton's Tony Hibbert, just back from
injury, limped off with a thigh problem
moments later.

Alblon midfielder James Morrison set up
Fortune for another opportunity with a neat
pass but the striker's effort was blocked by
Howard.

AFP, Liverpool

T

Australia midfielder Tim
Cahill kept Everton firmly on
course fora top six finish in the
Premier League as his header
set up a 2-0 win over West
" | Bromwich Albion on Saturday.

Cahill's eighth goal of the season came late
in the first half at Goodison Park and Louis Saha
sealed the points with a sublime second after

the break.

The win moved David Moyes' side nine
points clear of seventh placed Wigan, who were
due to face Chelsea later on Saturday, and left
Albion firmly rooted to the bottom of the table.

Tony Mowbray's team are now withoutawin
in their last eight games and look destined for a
quick return to the Championship.

With Mikel Arteta, Victor Anichebe and Jack
Rodwell all injured, Moyes was happy to wel-
come back Cahill from suspension and Steven
Pienaar and Marouane Fellaini from injury.

Bverton had the first opportunity when
Leighton Baines' long ball was met by Cahill,
who beat Scott Carson to the ball, but also

cleared the bar.

Albion's Marc-Antoine Fortune had two
shots well held by Everton keeper Tim Howard
before Robert Koren flashed a powerful strike

wide of a post for the visitors.

Cahill had the ball in the net with a volley in
the 24th minute but referee Steve Bennett
correctly penalised the midfielder for climbing

Moyes' side took full advantage in the 36th
minute. Ryan Donk gave away a needless
freekick with a foul from behind on Plenaar.

Baines curled a free-kick into the area and

wide.

send on Saha.

Albion's defence went missing, allowing Cahill
yards of space to head past Carson.

Albion, who last won a league game at
Goodison Park in 1979, made a positive start to
the second half despite that setback.

Koren ran from his own half to fire just wide
of the post from the edge of the box, then Luke
Moore, on as a substitute, had a shot deflected

From the corner Albjon thought they had
scored. Donk headed on and Moore's flick was
somehow hooked off the line and into
Howard's arms by Phil Jagielka.

Moyes' response was to take off Fellaini and

The move paid instant dividends. In the 70th
minute Pienaar nudged a pass to Saha, who
turned and rifled a perfectly placed long-range

drive past Carson.

Moore hit the bar in the closing minutes but
Albion were soon trudging off after their 11th
away league defeat thisseason.

Harry plots an upset '
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AFP, London

Tottenham manager Harry
Redknapp is relishing the
prospect of wrecking
Manchester United's bid to
land an unprecedented five
trophies in one season 1In
Sunday's League Cup final.

United have already won
the FIFA Club World Cup and
have moved well clear at the
top of the Premier League after
a dazzling run of form since
Christmas.

Sir Alex Ferguson's side are
also well placed to make prog-
ress to the latter stages of the
FA Cup and UEFA Champions
League, leaving them tantalis-
ingly poised to become the
first team in English league
history to complete a clean
sweep of trophies athome and
abroad.

Such a formidable record
would deter most managers
but Redknapp is thrilled that
his Spurs side must overcome

a team which, by common
consent, is the strongest
Ferguson has yet assembled at
Old Trafford if they wish to
defend the League Cup suc-
cessfully atWembley.

United had to come from
behind in their two-legged
semifinal against Derby
County, but Redknapp saw
little to gain in being poten-
tially pitted against
Championship opponents in
ashowpiece final.

"You have to look forward to
playing Manchester United,"
Redknapp said. "When people
asked when Derbywon the first
leg of their semifinal if it would
be greatif theycould pullitoff, |
said noway.

"No disrespect but [ really
wanted to play United in the
final. It's a way for you to test
yourself against the best. They
are the best team in Europe,
and they were tremendous
against Inter Milan in the
Champions League on
Tuesday.

"We've had some good
games against the big teams

this season. At home with
United we drew, with a good
performance, so we've got
players who can play against
anyone.

"Hopefully, playingon abig
stage on Sunday will bring
best out of them and we'll get
the bit of luck that you always
need againstthe bestteams.”

Tottenham may be desper-
ate to retain the wophy they
claimed in such style last
season, when they defeated
Chelsea 2-1, but Redknapp
has already warned his side
that a repeat of their post-
Wembley form last season,
which saw them win just three
matches under the steward-
ship of Juande Ramos, will not
betolerated.

Spurs can ill afford such a
sequence this season as they
struggle to keep clear of the
relegation battle, but Redknapp
believes the memories of last
year will be enough to ensure a
strong finish, regardless of the
resultagainst United.

"Our record after the last

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Djokovic battles thru'
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AFP, Dubai

Top-seeded Novak Djokovic
survived a scare and an
exhausting battle of just under
three hours in intense heat
before reaching the final of the
Dubai Open on Friday.

The former Australian
Open champion from Serbia
survived 3-6, 7-5, 7-5 against
Gilles Simon, the world num-
ber eight from France, but
only after going a break of
serve down in the final set.

Neither man played at his
best in on-court temperatures
of more than 100 degrees
Fahrenheit, with Djokovic
making uncharacteristic errors
in the first half of the match and
Simon becoming rather pas-
sivein the later stages

Eventually Djokovic came
through because his experi-
ence In tight situations was
greater than his opponent’s,
and because Simon was not
able to push through tomakea
double break of serve in the
final set.

Asked how he got through
it, the [avourite said: "It's hard

SR

to explain. Physically and
mentally I had to be all the
time focused, and just believe
that I can win. Fighting was
the key today.

"I was being too aggressive
and making a lot of unforced
errors and 1 decided to be
more patient.”

Djokovic's difficulties
began in the sixth game when
he opened up the court with a
nicely faded forehand drive,
only to pull the ball wide with
the attempted winner, losing
his service game to go 2-4
dowr.

Simon consolidated the
break and closed out the set,
and looked likely to pinch the
second set too, after surviving
break points againsthimat2-3.

But he had Djokovic at
love-30 at both 3-3 and 4-4,
and as the rallies grew longer
and both players more tired,
his tension increased. Serving
to save the set at 5-6 he was
lured into driving errors which
caused the match to go to a
decider.

Simon broke at once and
led 2-0 and 3-1 but Djokovic,
without ever playing really
well, always looked capable of
fighting back, which he did by

regaining parityat3-3.

The conclusion again
happened with Simon was
serving to save it at 5-6. The
third seed crucially failed to
put the ball away at the net at
30-30 and on match point at
30-40 allowed Djokovic to
make the first decent strike,
which set up a chance to put a
smash triumphantly away.

Djokovic will need all his
powers of recovery because in
the final he will play an oppo-
nent, David Ferrer, who
should be far fresher.

The fourth-seeded
Spaniard overwhelmed the
other Frenchman, Richard
Gasquet, 6-2, 6-2 in the other
semifinal in the cool of the
evening, inonly 75 minutes.

"It was a nightmare,” said
Gasquet, who had plenty of
break points without convert-
ing any and whose challenge
evaporated from early in the
second set.

"l was very focused,” said
Ferrer, relieved to have won
after losing two previous
semifinals this year from
match point up. "Playing
Djokovic will be difficult of
course butlshall fightalot.”

PHOTO AFP

Serbia star Novak Djokovic celebrates his semifinal victory over Gilles Simon of France in the Dubai

Open on Friday.
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PHOTO: AFP

Everton midfielder Tim Cahill (2nd from L) scores the opening goal against West Bromwich Albion during their Premier League encounter at Goodison Park on Saturday.

C'Ron should
join Real: Figo

AFP, Madrid

Manchester United's star
striker Cristiano Ronaldo
should join Spanish giants Real
Madrid, fellow Portuguese
player Luis Figo said Saturday.

"Real Madrid is the most
important club in the world,
the best club in the world. 1
think Ronaldo has already
wrapped up a stage at United,”
the Inter Milan midfielder told
Spanish sports daily Marca.

"He has won everything he
can with the English club,
which is another great club, but
he should have other goals
now, other ambitions, and Real
Madrid would allow him to
achieve more importance,
morerelevancy,” he added.

"That is what 1 have told
him. I don't know what he
thinks now," the 36-year-old
former Real playeradded.

Real tracked Ronaldo all of
last summer following his
Champions League and
English Premiership triumphs
and 42 goals across the cam-
paign before United boss Sir
Alex Ferguson stepped in and
emphatically vetoed his
departure.

But Spanish media con-
tinue to insist that the 2008
Ballon d'Or and FIFA World
Footballer of the Year will join
Real at the end of the season.
Ronaldo added to the specula-
tion in January when he told
Spanish television he was
learning Spanish.

The 24-year-old playmaker
is under contract with United
until 2012,

Figo joined Real in 2000 after
five seasons with Barcelona,ina
controversial move which
intensified the great rivalry
between the two clubs.

Resino under
fire from fans

AFP, Madrid

Atletico Madrid's new coach
Abel Resino has dug his heels
in against club fans who were
upset at his decision to substi-
tute Argentine striker Sergio
"Kun" Aguero, who has been
dubbed the 'newMaradona’.

Resino subbed the 20-year-
old fans' favourite early in the
second half of their 2-2 draw
Tuesday against Porto in the
first leg of their last-16
Champions League tie, draw-
ing whistles of protest from
the home fans.

But asked if he would make
the substitution again, Resino
told El Mundo: "Yes, why not?
If I felt it was the right move,
for sure. No one is untouch-
able here."

He added: "Kun is another
player, who is important for us
when he is well, but another
player. That s, he plays ordoes
not play.

"“The public is sovereign
and can decide whatever it
wants but I can't explain every
decision to the whole world. I
don'thave time."

Aguero has not finished a
game since Resino replaced
Javier Aguirre as Atletico
coach at the beginning of
February, fuelling speculation
the player may be on his way
out of the Spanish club.,

English Premiership sides
Chelsea and Manchester City
have in the past been linked to
a move for the ace with Italian
side Inter Milan also reportedly
interested in signing the ace.

Rafa waits on new deal

m Football

AFP, Liverpool

Liverpool manager Rafael
Benitez insists victory in his
power struggle with Anfield
chief executive Rick Parry
won't persuade him to make a
quick decision over his future
atAnfield.

Benitez has rejected five
offers of a new contract from
the Premier League club’s
owners George Gillett and Tom
Hicks because he wants com-
plete control of transfer policy
and the youth academy.

Liverpool's announcement
on Friday that Parry will leave at
the end of the season was
expected to lead to Benitez sign-
ingonanewdealimminently.

Butwhen the Spaniard, who
fell out with Parry over the chief
executive's failure to close
several transfer deals, was
asked on Friday if the change
would speed up talks, he said:
"Not really. We had the last
press conference and I was
talking about contact between
owners and my advisers and
still they have to talk.

‘I am just thinking about
football operations so I will not
talk about this because it is a
decision between them and |
willstilldo the same.

"l want to concentrate on
football, on games, on players
thatpartoffootball business.

"l think it's a decision
between the owners and Rick
Parry.

"Rick will stay here until the
end of season so we'll work
together for the rest of the
season and after this we will
wish himall the best.

"Itadecision between them
and normally I like to just
concentrate on football.
Football operations is my
responsibilityand that'sit.

"I don't think so we know
everyone wants the best for the
club. We'll try to work together,
try to win games and to be
successful.”

Benitez believes the
feelgood factor from wvictory
over Real Madrid has given
Liverpool the belief that any-
thing is possible, including
overhauling United.

"The players have not given
up the fight, they still really
believeitis possible,” hesaid.

“The confidence, the atmo-
sphere, the mood among the
players is very positive after the
win in Madrid. Hopefully thatwill
havea good impacton the club.

"We have two important
games nowto play in the league
before the second leg against
Real Madrid and our aim is to
win both to cut the gap at the
top. Six points in four days Is
possible.”

Benitez acknowledges that
Liverpool are very much reliant
on United to slip up, but he
hopes a winning run from his
side will put pressure on the
leaders going into their clash at
Old Trafford nextmonth.

"It is not a good position 10
be seven points behind, so we
have to win to get closer. You
never know then what could
happen, we could then go to
Old Trafford next month and
win,” he said.

"When I arrived here in
Liverpool all I was hearing was
that we wanted to be title con-
tenders.

"This season we have got
closer. We have to be ready to
pounce if they do slip up, we
must be close enough to take
advantage.”
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AFP, London

Ivory Coast forward Didier
Drogba has been singled out
by Chelsea manager Guus
Hiddink as one the key factors
behind the Premier League
team's resurgence.

Drogba had been frozen
out at Stamford Bridge by
former boss Luiz Felipe
Scolari but was restored to the
side immediately after the
former Brazil coach was
sacked earlier this month.

And, after impressing in
the 1-0 win at Aston Villa last
weekend, Drogba confirmed
his return from exile by scor-
ing the only goal of the game
in Wednesday's Champions
League victory over Juventus.

Prior to Hiddink's arrival,
doubts had been expressed
about Drogba's commitment
to the Blues, with the forward
being linked with a move
away, particularly to former
club Marseille.

But Hiddink insists the
player has been anything but
a disruptive influence and
believes Drogba is contribut-
ing as much off the pitch as he
isonit.

"I knew about Didier
because of his performances
in the World Cup and other
tournaments, but I didn't
know him personally,”
Hiddink said. "But I'm very
positive about his contribu-
tion.

"On the pitch he is fighting
for every ball so the other ones
can take advantage of that
And besides that he got his
goal.

example in the dressing room
to make the team strong. S0
he is not just for himself, he is
very committed with the rest
ofthe team as well. So Il cannot

find one detail that's not okay.

"Off the pitch he is a grent'

| '™

Hiddink praises Drogba

DIDIER DROGBA

"I don't know how it was
before but he has responded
to the team which is impor-
tant.

"I'm not the most impor-
tant man here, but players
must respond to the team.
And if I can guide a little bit to
the left of the right or what-
ever, then I will do. But his
attitude is very good."

Scolari maintained Drogba
and Nicolas Anelka could not
play together but Hiddink has
no doubts the two forwards
can develop a fruitful partner-
ship.

“This debate will go on. But
what for me is the most
important thing, is if they are
both bringing what they can
tactically to the team,” he
said.

“That means they have a
defensive responsibility as
well when we lose possession
and if they do that then we can
use their force, their sharp-
ness when we have the key
moments in attack.

"And if that's the case, then
I am sure they can play
together.”

Michael Essien, mean-
while, could mark the end of
his six-month injury night-
mare by returning for the

return trip to face Juventus.

The Ghana midfielder has
been out since damaging
knee ligaments while on
international duty last
September. He will take the
next step in his recovery from
knee surgery when he appears
for the Blues reserves at Aston
Villaon Monday.

If Essien comes through
that test successfully he will
be in the frame for the last 16
second leg clash in Turin eight
days later.

While Hiddink will be
anxious not to rush Essien
back to soon, the return of the
player for the crucial return in
Italy will come as a massive
boost.

Hiddink added: "He is
developing very well. We have
put him through some tough
games In recent days, 5-a-
side, B-a-side, and he will be
available shortly I think.

"We plan to play him on
Monday with the reserves at
Aston Villa. 1 hope he will be
backsoon.

“If you see him training
with the group he is doing
well, and also his presence is

good to see, so | am positive
about that.”

'Villa won't
wilt'
INTERNET, undated

Striker Gabriel Agbonlahor has
insisted fatigue will not be a
problem for the Aston Villa
playersas theytrytoholdontoa
Champions League spot during
the final third of the season.

Villa manager Martin
O'Neill sacrificed hopes of
glory in the UEFA Cup by
sending a shadow squad to
CSKA Moscow in midweek
minus eight first teamers,
including Agbonlahor.

O'Neill is conscious of the
possibility of one of the small-
est squads in the Barclays
Premier League being affected
by burn-out particularly as
they launched their season in
earlyJulyvia the Intertoto Cup.

ButAgbonlahoris confident
Villa will be fresh enough to
cope during the final 12 games
ahead of Sunday’s home clash
with Stoke and Wednesday's
visitto Manchester City.

Agbonlahor said: “We have
had our time off to recover so
the squad we have got should
be enough to see us through
therestof the season.

“You need time to recover,
the manager gives us that, and
it will help us to see things
through to theend.

“You also get used to play-
ing lots of games. For the last
couple of seasons, most of the
team have got used to it It is
notreallyaproblem.

"I don't see tiredness being
a problem and we are all aware
what is at stake. Qualifying for
the Champions League would
be superb.”

Agbonlahor added: "The
next few weeks are really big
but there is a mood of opti-
mism amongst the players. We
are going Into every game
feeling confident and looking
fora positive result.

“There is greatstrength and
determination in this team.
We have scored quite a fewlate

SEE PAGE 18 COL 7

Van Bommel
to end at PSV

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's Dutch inter-
national skipper Mark van
Bommel said on Friday he
intends to end his career with
PSV Eindhoven in his home-
land but told German media
he had not fixed a date to
return.

"That's for definite. I talked
to the people over there when |
went to Barcelona in 2005,"
van Bommel told Munich's
Abendzeitung.

"There is an offer on the
table for this summer. [ have to
think about whether to accept
itor wait two or three years.”

Earlier this month van
Bommel said he was open
about his future pending
Bayern's decision ultimately
to offer him only a one-year
extension to his current con-
tract, which expires this sum-
mer.

The 31-year-old said he
was disappointed with the
deal, although Bayern stressed
itcould be extended. :

Van Bommel made his

name with PSV before moving
to Munich after his short
Barcelona stint, which none-
theless included a 2006
Champions League win.
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