Doliya Lake shrinking

NAT

fast in Khagrachhari

One-third already gobbled up as authorities unconcerned

JASIM MAJUMDER,
Khagrachhari

Doliya Lake in Matiranga
upazila headquarters is
shrinking fast as land grabbers
are constructing buildings
and makeshift structures by
encroaching uponit.

Water of the lake has also
become polluted due to dump-
ing of garbage and wastes.

Sources said the 12-acre
artificial lake was created in
1980 to provide pure water
mainly to nearby market
areas.

Later, it became lifeline of
the upazila headquarters and
a major source of fish cultiva-
tion. Matiranga upazila
administration has been
looking after the lake from the
beginning, sources con-
firmed.

Bazar committee sources
said, each of 25 business
establishments built by the

side of the lake was given 20
feet land. But each of them has
now encroached upon over
50-100 feet by gradually filling
up the lake.

This correspondent during
a recent visit saw at least 100
structures on the land of the
lake. Some of the encroachers
also showed papers claiming
'lease' from the market com-
mittee, locally known as Bazar
Fund.

Contacted, Bazar Fund
official Monzurur Rahman
denied leasing out any land by
the body. Terming it false, he
said the upazila administra-
tion should take action against
the grabbers. "We provided
them with all sorts of assis-
tance,” he said.

Sources said, Matiranga
upazila administration
recently identified eight grab-
bers but no action was taken
againstthem.

The grabbers are local
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influential people and they
belong to two major political
parties--Awami League and
BNP, sources said.

To keep the lake pollution
free and earn more revenue
through fish cultivation, the
administration recently
divided the lake into three
parts --Doliya Lake (Ka),
Doliya Lake (Kha) and Doliya
Lake (Ga).

The 'Ka' portion was leased
to Krisok Somobaya Samity for
Tk 75,900 while 'Kha' was
given to Upazila Matsya
Somobaya Samity for Tk
75,900 and 'Ga' was leased to
another body for Tk 83,700,
sources said.

Alleging favouritism,
sources said that the lake was
leased out at a 'throw-away
rate.’

Mohammad Khalilur
Rahman, secretary ol local
body of the environmentalists
-- Paribesh Andolon Forum,

sald once attractive Doliya
Lake is losing its size and
beauty. "The water of the lake
has become polluted as shop-
keepers are dumping waste
indiscriminately in it. We shall
launch a tougher agitation
soon,” he said.

"We are going to lose a
unique recreation spot,”
lamented Mohammad Nasir
Ahmed Chowdhury, a resident
inthe area.

As the authorities took no
step to demolish illegal struc-
tures, slums also mush-
roomed on its bank. The lake is
hardly eightacres now in place
ofits 12 acres, he said.

Matiranga Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Mohammad
Mustafizur Rahman, who
joined office about two
months ago, said he is yet to
visit the spot but vowed to free
the lake from encroachers and
restore its beauty.
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Dinajpur
interns
on strike

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

The interns at Dinajpur
Medical College Hospital
yesterday began an indefinite
strike protesting assault on
one of their fellows allegedly
by a patient at the hospital on
Friday night.

Hospital sources said Md
Rahat Chowdhury, son of
Abdur Rashid Chowdhury of
Dhantola village under
Bochaganj upazila of the
district was admitted to the
hospital with pain in the abdo-
men ataround 9:00pm.

As no doctor visited Rahat
until 11:20pm, he became
angry and assaulted on-duty
intern Nazrul Islam Konak.
Immediately after the inci-
dent, Rahatfled the hospital.

Demanding arrest of the
person involved, the interns
started an indefinite strike at
12:20pm yesterday, causing
sufferings to the patients.

Amir Ali, resident medical
officer (RMO) of Dinajpur
Medical College Hospital, filed
a general diary (GD) with
Dinajpur Police Station yes-
terday.

Sonamasjid
port activities
resume

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
C'nawabganj

Export-import between
Bangladesh and India through
Sonamasjid land port in
Chapainawabganj resumed
yesterday.

The activities at the port
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PHOTO. FOCUS BANGLA
Unscrupulous earth traders have continued lifting earth from the land close to the Atrai at Shibganj in

Mohadevpur upazila under Naogaon district, posing threat to the river embankment. The picture was
taken two weeks ago.

Embankment collapse
floods Satkhira villages

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Satkhira

Over 3000 people were
marooned as six villages in
Gabura union under
Shyamnagar upazila adjacent
to the Sundarbans were
flooded following collapse of
a damaged embankment at
Khalsebunia point on
Kabodak River early yester-

day.

The affected villages are
Chakbara, Khalsebunia,
Gabura, Madhya
Khalsebunia and two other
adjoining villages in Gabura
union.

The marooned people are
preparing to take shelter on
the nearby high lands.

Acute scarcity of safe
drinking water is persisting in
the affected areas as most of
the tube-wells have gone

Ali Biswas of village
Khalsebunia and Majibar
Rahman Mollah of village
Gabura.

Local people are trying to
reconstruct the damaged
embankment, they said.

Contacted, Sub-Assistant
Engineer Bikash Kumar
Sarkar of the Water
Development Board said they
reconstructed the damaged
embankment but it collapsed

came to a halt on Thursday
following BDR mutiny at its
headquarters in Dhaka.

With resumption of the
activities, around 220 goods-
laden trucks that were
stranded at Mohodipur in
India entered Bangladesh.
Trucks carrying goods from

Following collapse of the
350 feet embankment, the
sluice gate was also washed
away due to heavy pressure of
water from the river during
the high tide.

Over 500 bighas of crops
were also inundated in the
area and over 120 shrimp
enclosures were washed

underwater, sources said.

Local people were working
there to reconstruct the col-
lapsed embankment but the
embankments collapsed by
heavy pressure due to violent
tide.

Water Development Board
(WDB) failed to take mea-
sures to reconstruct the dam-

again after halfan hour.

They will reconstruct the
damaged embankment as
soon as possible, he said.

Shyamnagar Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Dilip Kumar
Banik said local people under
the initiative of UP leaders are
trying to reconstruct the
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Bangladesh also started enter-

ing India, said Jahangir
Hossain, manager of
Sonamasjid-Panama Port

Link Limited.

away as water entered in the
shrimp enclosures collaps-
ing the sluice gate, said
locals.

aged embankment even after
repeated appeals by local
people;, said shrimp farmers
Zahed Ali Mollah and Monsur

damaged embankment.
He said he asked the local

‘WDB officials to take mea
sures as early as possible.




