e

_NEW

List of the dead MaSS grave hO]_‘I'OI‘

DHAKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2009 1 5

US, Afghans, Pakistan see

@he Baily Star

Drone attack inside

Chavez blasts

FROM PAGE 1 US criticism on |, !
L
Pakistan to continue, |: i scatred.al over Pilkhan. | 1 his | common terror threat
4 21. MajMosharraf trucks,”added MajorMomtaj.  They recovered arms even | 1IUIT1AI ngh | ol
. 22. ColAbuMusaAyub Kaiser, A group of heavily armed  from pondsinside. AFP, Washington S "ﬁ Ia!baw. A i DL R
Sa S US 23, COlMlljlbU]Hllq border troops led the acts of Arms were found ]ust AFP, Caracas l . e 01Droo e[kon a]p ith
y ‘ T A T S el o e s sty S | iaslent Hugo G tiel Sekthi nved Thibadas)  CEnes Dl Erracns, who
i bt ks Bt They said they were onl . “We believe some muti- sident Hugo Chavez yes- : | :
INDO-ASIAN Emiﬁnﬂ({ﬁ, f,';?ﬁiﬂ?&iﬁ;;h ::: Majumder ] prntesring discr]i’mination: ::,ijrs have fled with small | terday blasted US criticism of | to ﬁghl a common threat of Eﬂ'mmﬂI}'dS US forces in the
——_— et Islamabad hande the | ** grker """ % ¥ | But now s the extent of br- - aym.” sudarescuer B Ve SR G T i
CIA Director Leon Panettahas  drone attacks on militant | 27, Tarek Aziz, 23, a BBA | talities emerges, rescuers say, All the arms recovered have | human rights abuses, and said gl e ﬂmmeﬂn N el il
said that the US aerial attacks  hideouts inside its territory, student of People's | it seems the bloodbath might  peen taken to the armoury. there was no reason for much E ;“'P e g Su"ﬂnder};ﬂm ek
al-Qaeda and other (he United States has said that University have been instigated by “some Since early morning yester- hopq from t_he Barack Obama EE‘; qﬂecmmr' it Bace  wéuc-camipilan by mi}’“ams
extremist strongholds inside ()6 issue of drone attacks was | 28. Cagtaln Majharul Haider | unseen quarters with an ill day, people crowded the BDR | administration. Hill E:l' Yan 533:: d s ires uyuhn havlé f:tacke d wirls'
Pakistan have been successful o discussed with Pakistan's Rubel, motive". gates and sites of rescue oper- "Well we can't hold out artyi ‘ lm:.r]nuldhuldare Pt A entenainmgnt =
and would continue despite Chief of Army Staff General 29. Hridoy Mia, 14, a vegeta- They added that the atroci-  atjon beyond the compound. | much hope with this new US E?r“l" ru"s B 2t mf{“ T E e g b s

concerns about a popular  sghfaq Kayani, El*’-imd“f ties reminded them of the At the Jhigatala entrance, | government, which will con- Wd ﬁlgnﬂua f:itl & maBolith R
Pakistani backlash. Talking to mediapersons g? Colzahﬁmmm torture and genocide carried  anxjous relatives of the army | tinue to be an empire; and the A z;s : Bt ."] b lr B s S R R 15 0 E“ uteshi
He said the drone strikes . ¢o, holding talks with 32. CglAftaht'xlIslmn, QUYL Dedips-  personnel missing weg -fﬂr Qmplee tramp'les M pguple. mﬁ:?iste:‘:lfgrl t:Jllis 5shu: cal]ﬁd defended the deal, saying it
hve 50 far (Urnec successiul o) Kayani, US Defence | 33. Brig Gen MA Bari, addi- it Ll hours with eyes brimming | now irresponsibly accusing us "valuable and unprece- neutralized the threat of

inaccomplishing goals.

"Nothing has changed our
efforts to go after terrorists,
and nothing will change those
efforts,” Panetta said in
response to questions about
CIA missile attacks launched
from unmanned Predator
aircraft.

Although he refused to
discuss details of the attacks,
Panetta said the efforts begun
under former president
George W. Bush to destabilise
al-Qaeda and destroy its lead-
ership, which "have been
successful”.

"I don't think we can stop
just at the effort to try to dis-
rupt them. I thinkithastobea
continuing effort, because
they aren't going to stop,”
Panetta said in his first news
briefing since taking the job.

The CIA (Central
Intelligence Agency) has
launched about three-dozen
drone (pilotless aircraft)
attacks in Pakistan, and two of
them during President Barack
Obama’s administration, Geo
TVreported Thursday.

Meanwhile, a day after
Pakistan Foreign Minister

Secretary Robert Gates said:
“The issue of drone attacks
inside Pakistan did not come
under discussion during the
meeting.”

General Kayani also met
the United States Joint Chiefs
of Staff Chairman, Mike
Mullen.

Mullen said that the talks
helped US to understand the
intricacies of the Swat peace
deal.

Referring to the US training
programme being carried out
in Pakistan to train security
forces against militants,
Mullen said that there was
nothing ‘secret’ in it as the
'Train the Trainers'
programme was launched six
months ago.

"The training of the
Frontier Corps (FC) personnel
by the US officials will improve
the FC's capability to fight
terrorism in the region,”
Mullen said.

General Kayani was also
honored by the US Army
Command and General Staff
College, The Daily Times
reports.

Amnesty not
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because games of provoca-
teurs are not over,” she said
while talking to reporters after
visiting injured BDR officers at
CMH inDhaka Cantonment.

The prime minister also
talked with members of the
bereaved families who lost
theirbeloved ones.

She said although she had
declared general amnesty,
every insttution has its own
rules and inquiry into the

incident will be dpne acgord:

“It seems that all BDR per-
sonnel were not involved in it.
It seems a certain group staged
the incident,” she said. “It must
also be inquired if any quarter
provoked this incident,” she
added.

“We must see also whether
there was any plan to use this
incident for a different pur-
pose,” the PM said on a note of
skepticism and questioned:
“Why this incident was staged,
whatwas the purpose?”

She said about the rebel-
lious BDR men that they might
have their grievances and
demands, and they could tell
the government. But why fire
should be opened on their
brothers, she wondered.

While extending pathy
to members of the bereaved
families, Hasina mentioned
the August 15 tragedy and said
she does feel the pain of losing
father, motherand brothers.

“We don't want such blood-
shed. Why this cruelty being
staged time and again!”

The premier categori
said such “cruelty must end,
mustremain peaceful”.

Hasina, who tackled the
terrible mutiny through hectic
negotiations with the rebels,
said she kept army on the
standby alongside the negotia-
tion to cool down the rebels
and disarm them.

“Our main concern was to
rescue those kept hostage
inside the headquarters and we
completed the task success-
fully,” she told the journalists.
PROBEBODYFORMED
The high-powered committee
was asked to get to the bottom
of the BDR mutiny. The com-
mittee will start its probe from
today.

"We will sit tomorrow [to-
m‘n start investigation and

it our reports within a
week,” said Sahara after an
€mergency meeting at her
ministry office last night.

The other committee mem-
L 15 include State Minister for
Law Quamrul Islam, an official
from the prime minister's
office, an army official of the
Armed Forces Division, and the

additional secretary of the

home .
Early on Ee day, the home

minister said the army person-
nelentered the BDR headquar-
lers with the approval of the
prime minister to help with the
rescue works.

Later at night she said the
army would return to barrack
immediately after they finish

of dead bodies.

Meanwhile, different politi-
cal parties and organisations
yesterday offered special

at mosques, temples
m'l;:her places of worship
seeking salvation of the
souls of the army
who were killed by
mg.MnneL
flier, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina urged people to
offer W&i rayers at all
Mosques umma prayers
yesterday for those slain during

 MIOBmMS |

the mutiny.

Authonties of Dhakeshwari
Jaiya Mandir arranged a spe-
cial prayer for the deceased
and their bereaved family
members, a press release said.

Islamic Democratic Party,
Bangladesh Khelafat Andolon
and Awami Juba League also
offered special prayers for the
salvation ofthe departed souls.

Cadet College Club Limited
will hold special prayers on its
premises today for the mutiny
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Irag pullout

by Aug 2010
Says Obama
AP, Washington

President Barack Obama told
lawmakers on Thursday he
plans to withdraw most
American troops from Iraq
by August 2010 but leave tens
of thousands behind to
advise Iraqi forces and pro-
tect US interests, congressio-
nal officials said.

Obama is expected to
announce the new strategy
on Friday during a trip to the
Marine Corps base at Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

In a closed-door meeting
with Republican and
Democratic leaders, Obama
and his top advisers esti-
mated that 35,000 to 50,000
troops would remain in Iraq
after the bulk of troops are
withdrawn.

Obama campaigned on
ending the Iragq war and
pledged to do so in 16
months. The withdrawal
timetable he is expected to
approve stretches over 19
months from his inaugura-
tion in January. That means
some 100,000 troops would
leave over the coming 18
months.

Rep. John McHugh, the top
Republican on the House
Armed Services Committee,
said Obama promised him to
reconsider the new strategy if
violence rises. McHugh said
he was worried the situation
in Iraq remained fragile,
especially as it approaches
elections in December.

President
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has already formed a probe
body to look into the incident
and hoped the reasons behind
the incident would come out
through thisinvestigation.

The president said some
officials of the Bangladesh
Army have been in this
unexpected and sorrowful
incident, which is a greatloss to
the nation.

He, however, expressed
satisfaction over the govern-
ment's timely initiatives in
dealing with the incident with
Eatience and the situation has

een brought under govern-
ment control.

He expressed deep shock at
the death of army officials,
BDR men and civilians in the
mutiny, and asked the authori-
ties concerned to take neces-
sary steps 1o ensure proper
treatment of the injured.

He prayed for salvation of
the departed souls and con-
veyed s‘ym athy to the
bereaved family members.

LU I M =

tional director general
(ADG), BDR

The rest of the bodies were not .

identified
BDR installations
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In Kurigram, BDR Jawans o
27 Rifles Bartalion released M;ﬂ
Kamal, Maj Altaf an
Commanding Officer Suman
Kumar Barua and surrendered
their arms to Kurigram DC
Asaduzzaman. The police took
control of the battalion head-
quarters.

Our Chittagong correspon-
dent reports: BDR jawans as
well as departmental officers of
BDR Chittagong Sector
Headquarters b surrender-
ing weapons and ammunition,
said Chittagong Deputy
Commissioner Ashraf Shamim
in the evening.

Our correspondent in
Dinajpur adds: the police took
control of the BDR sector head-
quarters at Kuthibari in the
afternoon.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
reports: The bordering areas
remained vulnerable as dis-
traught BDR members were
reluctant to return to duty amid
confusion.

A BOP commander told The
Daily Star, "The smugglers will
not be able to cash in on the
prevailing situation as the
Indian Border Security Force
remains on red alert on the
othersideofthe border."

Our correspondent from
Benapole adds: Although BDR
jawans J)atrnlled the border
with India at Benapole, the
situation remained tense.

The jawans were without a
commanding officeras no army
officer deputed to BDR went to
the Benapole border camps or
barracks.

Hundreds of passengers and
goods-laden trucks remained
stranded on the Benapole-
Petrapole border after Indi
Border Security Force (BSF)
closed theirside of the border.

Khaleda
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their family members. "Time
was wasted in the name of
negotiations and junior level
representatives were assigned,”
shesaid

She made the comments at a
media briefing last night in her
Gulshan office, but she did not
take any question from report-
ers.

Earlier in the day, she visited
the Combined Military Hospital
in Dhaka to see first hand the
casualties, and later met the
bereaved families of slain army
officers. She also stood in silence
before the coffins of the slain
officers.

‘It is clear that the incident
was instigated by some anti-
state forces, | am demanding
that the conspiracy is
unearthed,” Khaleda said,
adding that the Pilkhana tragedy
has given rise to resentments
and mistrust, which must be
resolved soon.

She said, "The nation wants
to know how the killers fled after
surrendering arms following the
announcement of the general
amnesty. The government
should disclose specific infor-
mation on the matters for the
sake ofnational interest."

Urging all to maintain the
highest level of vigilance while
staying united, she said, "It's not
a time for revenge. We are facing
agreatdanger as anation.”

Khaleda said, "I've seen the
dead bodies in CMH and talked
to the family members of slain
officers. They said the dead
bodies had been mutilated with
bayonets. Even women and
children were tortured and
killed."

The sullying of the glorious
reputation and legacy of the
force has been an irreparable
loss, she said.

National mourning was
declared, 'although after a
delay’, she said, urging her party
members o join in the moumn-

ing,
Khaleda said BDR played a
heroic role in protecting the
country's border, and to protect
that legacy, it is now imperative
t0 reorganise the force and
restore its chain of command.
BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, and
senior leaders Saifur Rahman,
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Jamiruddin Sircar, Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury, and Rizvi Ahmed
were presentamong others.
BNP POSTPONES
PROGRAMMES
BNP yesterday said all its
programmes will remain post-
poned during the three-day
national mourning declared by
the government.
mgﬁﬂ;grmg;;;uftodaymm-
e foun anniversary of
Jatiyatabadi Matsajibi Dal was
also postponed, said a party
news release signed by its Office
Secretary RizviAhmed.

“Officers’ houses were
looted and their cars set on
fire. The two-storey residence
of the DG was leftin ruins. The
staircase there was stained
with blood,” said a rescuer
who would not speak on
record.

The mutineers ransacked
and burned the house of slain
Colonel Mujibul Haq.

“We suspect some of those
missing were killed and
reduced to ashes,” he said
citing information gleaned
from some BDR jawans who
opted to stay put after the
revolt ended Thursday eve-
ning.

Around 300 jawans are now
inside the headquarters. They
claim they did not participate
in the mutiny or any brutali-
ties. “But they were forced to
cooperate with the culprits,”
said therescuer.

“They did not try to escape
as they felt the army won't do
them any harm once things
calmdown,” he added.

Another rescuer who had
talked to one such “involun-
tary mutineer”, told The Daily
Star, “It seems there was a plan
chalked out long ago. Those
who committed the atrocities
were young soldiers recruited
in the last few years. They
received huge sums from
somewhere, and did not care
muchabouttheir career.”

The police took control of
the BDR headquarters
Thursday. The army and Rab
entered the compound with
armoured personnel carriers
at10:00am yesterday.

At around 12:30pm, army
rescue squads recovered huge
Arges grenades, machine guns
and ammunition and a mortar
from atop the arch at the main
entrance.

Some rescuers said they
found arms and ammunition

Families wait
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and Mitford hospital and

returned disappointed.
M A Hasan Babul, brother-

in-law of BDR Director
General (DG) Shakil Ahmed,
was also found in front of the
BDR Gate-4 with the deceased
DG's mother and three sisters.
They were all waiting to
receive the DG and his wife's
body till filing of the report at
4:00pm.

-- Edited by George D'costa

with tears. They kept enquir-
ing if there was any news of
their dear ones. Some of them
resented the failure to save the

family members.

Lt Col Sajjad's wife was
seen lying nearly unconscious
on the pavement in front of
the main gate at around
12:30pm. She kept mumbling,
“They (authorities] must let
me know ifheis dead or alive.”

Sajjad's body was among
those recovered from the mass
grave ataround 5:00pm.

Meanwhile, the unrest at
BDR outposts in different
districts quietened down
yesterday. At Kurigram out-
post, the jawans released three
officers taken hostage
Thursday and sent them to
Rangpur cantonment.

Pay no heed
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how to resolve this problem,”

he said.

He said it's a big crisis
which is not only for the
armed forces but for the coun-
try as well. “It's not only the
responsibility of the armed
forces but also for the country
to resolveit.”

General Moeen said he has
got different suggestions from
different points of the country
and the Prime Minister
responded positively to all
those points.

“The armed forces are
subservient to the govern-
ment. But there are many
rumours,” he said, requesting
the media to help so that the
country moves in arightdirec-
tion.

Before broadcasting any

Anformatjon, ;media  should

crosscheck it. “We're not
counterpart of anyone. By
spreading rumour whom
we're damaging,” he said,
adding that “during the war of
liberation, we came out at the
calland weliberated the coun-
try”.

“This army is yours,”
General Moeen said urging the
media to broadcast the infor-
mation after crosschecking
instead of lending ear to
rumours.

The general said, “If you
give wrong information,
members of the army misin-
terpret it. If necessary, ring us.
Please project the fact--that's
our expectation.”

20-25 soldiers
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Some went to the arms depot
and broke open its doors.
Then they forced other sol-
diers present in Pilkhana to
take up arms as well, many of
whom were there that day
from battalions outside
Dhaka, on the occasion of the
BDRWeek.

'If you don't take up arms
and join us, youwill be shot," a
leader of the mutiny was
quoted by a soldier, who like

many others fled the head-.

quarters on Thursday.

He said the majority of the
soldiers were against the
killing of so many officers.

"There were arguments
between the mutiny leaders
and other soldiers about the
killings. Many tried to con-
vince the leaders that all offi-
cers are not bad. But the lead-
ers were furious, " he said.

Another soldier said many
of the soldiers felt deprived
and were angry about the role
of some top officers, whom
they branded as corrupt.
"There was no argument
about the fate of the corrupt
persons,” he said adding some
soldiers were also killed as
they tried to stop the killings.

The soldiers said most of
them broke down in tears
seeing so many dead bodies of
officers, scattered at different
places in the compound.
[nitially many bodies were
dumped in sewers.

The wholesale killing

‘prompted them to flee the

headquarters, the soldiers
added.

They also said there was no
specific leader of the mutiny.
All soldiers of the small lead-
ing group seemed to be the
leadersin the brutality.

They said a few officers
were able to come out alive
from Pilkhana, because many
of the soldiers protested when

the mutiny leaders wanted to
kill them.

While narrating the horri-
ble deeds that went on inside
Darbar Hall, Lt Col Syed
Kamruzzaman, who survived
the killing spree, said he was
saved by 'afew good soldiers'.

"They took me to another
place and kept me hidden
from the others," he said at a
media briefing in the army
staff college officers' mess in
MirpurCantonment.

As the mutineers heard a
rumour that the army could
storm Pilkhana, the small
group of leaders ordered the
soldiers to bring out four
armoured personnel carriers
(APC).

"They pointed their guns at
us and ordered us to operate
the APCs," said a soldier, who
was present in Pilkhana dur-
ing the mutinee. The unwilling
mutineers also had to take
positions at different points to
face any retaliation.

Some of the soldiers also
said the mutiny bosses forced
them to dig a mass grave
behind the BDR mortuary
Wednesday evening and
dumped the bodies of dead
officersinit.

"l saw three trucks with
bodies parked there and some
Jawans were digging a ditch,"
said a soldier, who had hidden
an officer inside a bathroom to
save him. "There were many
soldiers who tried to save the
officers and their families in
manyways," he added.

Major Firoz, who survived
the mutiny, told The Daily Star
that some soldiers helped his
pregnant wife to leave
Pilkhana on Thursday morn-
ing. "She became ill and they
were kind enough to let her go
outside."

of violating human rights,"
Chavezsaid in an interview on
state television.

In a report released
Thursday in Washington, the
State Department said non-
governmental organizations
in Venezuela "noted an ero-
sion of both democratic and
human rights, with potentially
severe consequences,”

Chavez demanded the
United States extradite
Cuban-born Venezuelan Luis
Posada Carriles, whom
Chavez charged was "pro-
tected” in the United States
after the "crimes he commit-

ted."

Posada Carriles was
arrested in 2005 on US immi-
gration charges, but was
released in May 2007 after a
federal judge in Texas dropped
the indictment, saying the
government tricked the ex-
CIA contractor by using a
citizenship interview to
obtain evidence against him.

In an appeal of the deci-
sion, the US government
insisted that "the record
shows no deceit or trickery,
nor outrageous conduct that
justifies the extreme sanction
ofdismissal.”

His great
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"As blood gushing out of
Maksud sir's body flooded the
floor, I took it in my hands,
stained my face with it and
pretended dead," Monir told
The Daily Star late Thursday
night.

He said he had cut his
forehead with a piece of shat-
tered glass in his desperate
attempt to make them believe

, that he was dead. As the blood
coming out of his forehead
was not enough, he took the
blood of Major Maksud.

The men came in later and
then left seeing the blood-
spattered bodies and believ-
ing Monir and Maksud were
dead.

He said, "Realising that the
place was not safe, I then hid
myself in a drain and covered
myself with a floor mat. To do
this, I had to break the win-
dowpane of the washroom to
escape.

‘I watched helplessly as
jawans killed officers around
me... one of the officers being
shot fell on me when I was in
thedrain,” hesaid.

"Realising that this place
was not safe as well, I went
inside the Darbar Hall again
and hid inside the false ceﬁin
for almost two days. I texte
my wife several times from
there butkeptmy phone off.

"I heard a jawan boasting
before another jawan that he
hadkilled 15 officers," he said.

Major Monir is one of the
few Iuclm officers who made it
back to their families.

Major Firoz was also one of
the lucky few. He, his pregnant
wife and his two-year-old son
survived the two-day ordeal.

When BDR jawans started
shooting, Firoz crawled out of
Darbar Hall in Pilkhana. "I
managed to take shelter next
to a wall of a school inside the
BDR headquarters. I found
Major Towfiq there. We man-
aged to dodge death hidinﬁ
inside the room of a flat there,
he said.

"The BDR jawans let my
eight-month pregnant wife go
as she was experiencing pain,"
he said.

She started walking with
her son, who was traumatised
by the deafening sounds of
gunshots, grenades and chop-
pers flying overhead, towards
Kamrangirchar but she fell
unconscious on the way, said
Firoz breaking down in tears.

Locals rescued her
Thursday and informed
Firoz's elder brother.

The son has become
speechless.

Hasan Mahmud Rupom,
brother of missing Major
Mostaq Mahmud, saiﬁ.

‘I heard that bodies of
some officers were retrieved in
the afternoon at the BDR
headquarters but I am not
sure whether my brother is
among them."

He described the ordeal of
Major Mustaq's triplets, aged
around 10, and the son of a
relative, ofabout the same age,
who were inside Mustaq's
quarters when the mutiny
broke out.

"My brother went to
Darbar Hall in the morning
while his wife, a doctor, went
out before the mutiny began,"
Rupom said.

He said they finally found
the traumatised children
inside the quarters Thursday
afternoon.

dented."

"Our three nations have a
common goal, a common
threat and a common task.
And my government commits
itself to our friends and to the
success of this common
endeavour,” Clinton told
reporters.

She said the next trilateral
talks were set tentatively for
late April or early May.

President Barack Obama
has vowed a new focus on
fighting a resurgent Taliban
and al-Qaeda in the region
and is sending 17,000 more
troops to Afghanistan as his
administration winds down
the US involvementin Iraq.

Afghan Defence Minister
Mohammad Rahim Wardak,
who came to Washington for
the talks, welcomed the fresh
deployments and hoped they
would help rid the country of
remnants of the Taliban
regime, which was ousted in
the US-led invasion of
Afghanistanin 2001.

"We can expect 2009 tobe a
critical year and we should be
prepared for the challenges
and yet we are optimistic to
turn the tide in our favour,”
Wardak told a Washington
think tank.

"We still lack sufficient
forces and equipment to hold
our gains and to facilitate good
governance and develop-
ment.

"The requirements of our
national security forces are
urgent and undeniable," he
added.

The three-way meeting
comes as relations sharply
improve between Kabul and
Islamabad after civilian
Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari took over ‘last vyear
from former army chief Pervez
Musharraf.

But Zardari's government
has remained under pressure
from both Kabul and
Washington, which are con-
cerned that insurgents fleeing
Afghanistan enjoy a virtual
safe haven in Pakistan's law-
less border areas.

Richard Holbrooke, the US
envoy to the region, has voiced
dismay after Pakistan agreed
to a ceasefire with pro-Taliban
militants in Pakistan's Swat
Valley in a deal that includes
the imposition of Islamic

Brutally killed
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Awitness to the operation said

the undressed bodies were
dumped firstinside the hole as
these bodies were found at
bottom of the hole while the
uniformed bodies were found
above.

Some rescuers suspected
that the killers undressed
many of the officials during
dumping. At one stage, they
dumped the bodies in uni-
form as they buried the bodies
in a hurry.

Commander SMAK Azad,
director legal and media wing
of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) who was present durin
the recovery operation, tol
The Daily Star, "Itis difficult to
identify the bodies, as the
bodies were decomposed
after burial.”

He said one of the officials
sent him a message while he
was trapped inaroom.

Witnesses said 16 bodies
were found undressed while
others in BDR uniform among
the recovered bodies. It was
difficult to identify the bodies
of uniformed BDR men, as
there were no badges on the
uniform.

Sources said some officials
removed their badges from
the uniform to save them-
selves during the attack.

Many officers took shelter
inside manholes and drains
but they could not save them-
selves,

Mutineers flee
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Most of the escapees put off
their uniforms inside the
boundary wall and the others
outside it, said Jahangir,
another local.

Some people of the area
later threw inside the wall the
uniforms found outside it to
avert possible trouble.

"About 1,000 people
crossed the boundary wall at
five points near BDR Gate-2 at
Azimpur," said a local resident
seekingnot to be named.

Iwo rifles were found in a
drain just inside the wall near
Gate-2 at 3:00 pm yesterday,
one source said.

extremists by meeting local
concerns,

His Afghan counterpart,
Rangeen Dadfar Spanta, said
that while he strongly sup-
ported the new Zardari gov-
ernment, nuclear-armed
Pakistan remained a top worry
for Afghanistan as it fights
militants.

"My thesis is that the main
threat centre for instability in
the world is not Iraq, it is not
Afghanistan, it is much more
Pakistan,” Spantasaid.

"If Pakistan becomes a
failed state, it is a serious
threat for you, for us and for
the entire region.”

But Pakistan has concerns
of its own that it wants
addressed.

Qureshi said Pakistan
wanted the United States to
consider ending US drone
attacks inside the country that
have killed militants but also
civilians, inflaming local
opinion.

He said after the talks that
he felt optimistic about deal-
ing with the Obama, whose
predecessor George W. Bush
was closely allied with military
ruler Musharraf.

"We get the sense from this
administration that they are
really willing to listen to us,"
Qureshisaid.

Special court

FROM PAGE 1
Gen Mubin said the incidents

of Wednesday and Thursday
have broken the BDR chain of
command and rendered the
force as well as the country
veryvulnerable.

“It is a must to restore the
chain in the interests of
national security. The govern; -
ment has already appointed
Brig Gen Moinul director
general of BDR, and under his
leadership the command
structure would be rebuilt.”

He said the heinous acts
perpetrated by disgruntled
BDR members in the last two
days have obviously tar-
nished the country's image.
“Vested interests were out to
damage the reputation of the
patriotic armed forces of our
beloved motherland.”

Urging all members of the
defence forces, especially
those of the army, to play a
responsible role through
restraint for the sake of the
nation, the PSO said the
prime minister and the gov-
ernment are fully aware of the
sentiment and reactions of
the military community, and
they empathise with them.

"Now we all have to work
in unison to show respect to
the departed souls of the
officers slain in the last two
days. For national security
and peace, itis our moral duty
to remain united at this criti-
caljuncture,” he noted.

8 arms

FROM PAGE 16
Rab made the recovery in a
jointsearch.

Sources said divers of navy
and fire service recovered two
rifles, four SMGs, one LMG,
one pistol, 18 magazines and
around 7,000 rounds of bullet
from several ponds.

Meanwhile, Rab members
recovered a grenade, 408
rounds of bullet and two
magazines of SMG from areas
near Moneswar Road.

They also held Jasim Uddin
and Mohammad Sumon for
stealing the arms and ammu-
nition abandoned by BDR
soldiers.

BDR chief
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killers of army officers.

She said the government
would also find out the
patrons behind the carnage
and take tough action against
them.

The home minister urged
all to exercise patients.

Burial today

FROM PAGE 1
With the relatives of the slain
officers, council of ministers,
chiefs of three services, a
number of political leaders, a
large number of military
officials and civilians attended
the janaza, says a press release
of Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR).

Members of the bereaved
families demanded fair trial of
the brutal killing.




