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BSF kills two

Bangladeshis
in Dinajpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) shot dead two
Bangladeshi cattle traders on
Anayatpur border under Biral
upazila of Dinajpur district
yesterday, BDR officials said.

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Md Jamaluddin, 35, son
of Hazarat Ali of Dharmajoin
village under the upazila,
while the identity of the other
could not be known.

BDR officials of Dinajpur
sector quoted villagers as
saying that the BSF personnel
of Shathibari camp opened fire
on Jamaluddin and his associ-

ate when they reached near the
border at around 5:00am,
killing the two on the :?'mt.

Immediately after the
incident, the Indian border
guards took away the bodies
and did not return as of
6:00pm vesterday.

BDR protested the killing
and asked its Indian counter-
partto return the bodies.

With the death of the two, three
Bangladeshi cattle traders were
killed in BSF firing on the border
under Dinajpursectorin four days,
accordingto BDR officials.

On Tuesday, BSF shot dead
a Bangladeshi cattle trader on
Katla border under Birampur
upazilaof the district.
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Two groups of transport workers get locked in a fierce clash over possession of Rangpur Bus

Terminal yesterday.

'@he Eaﬂg ﬁtar

DISPUTE OVER BUS TERMINAL IN RANGPUR
Transport workers lock
in fresh clash: 50 hurt

Ounr CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Transport workers yesterday
again clashed over control of
Rangpur Central Bus
Terminal, leaving at least 50
people, including ten police-
men, injured.

Witnesses said a faction of
Rangpur Motor Sramik Union
belonging to Solaiman group
captured the bus terminal at
around 7:00am.

Hearing the news, another
faction loyal to Altab rushed to
the terminal and swooped on
their rivals with sticks and
sharp weapons, leading to a

fierce clash between the two
sides.

The clashing groups used
hockey sticks, sharp weapons
and hurled brickbats at each
other, injuring at least 40
transport workers from both
factions.

Ten policemen were also
injured during the clash
that continued for three
hours halting traffic on the
Dhaka-Rangpur-Dinajpur
highway.

Police dispersed the trans-
port workers firing at least 50
tear gas shells and took con-
trol of the terminal.

Of the injured, 25 were

admitted to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital while the rest
given first aid.

At least 150 people have
been injured in clashes
between the two factions of
Rangpur Motore Sramik
Union over control of the bus
terminal since takeover by the
present government.

Meanwhile, the leaders of
different political parties haye
expressed concerned at dete-
riorating law and order situa-
tion in the district town cen-
tring clashes between two
rival groups of transport work-
ers.

Mongié dockers stop
fast unto death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Sacked dockworkers of
Mongla Port withdrew their
fastunto death programme on
Thursday night as Khulna City
Corporation Mayor Talukder
Abdul Khaleque assured them
of meeting their demand after
consultation with authorities
concerned.

Many of the sacked 3,000
dock workers along with
members of their families
joined the fast unto death
programme from Wednesday
morning on the compound of
Mongla Sramik Sangha office
to press home five-point
demand including their rein-
statement and abolition of
Management Board ordi-
nance.

Additional District
Magistrate of Bagerhat Zakir

Hossain, Mongla upazila
chairman Iddris Ali ljaradar,
Vice Chairman Noor Alam,
former pourasava chairman
Sheikh Abdus Salam, UNO
Saidur Rahman CPB
Presidium Member Sheikh
Moniruzzaman, AL leader
Tipu Sultan and Mongla
Sramik Sangha General
Secretary Shahabuddin
Ahmed were present when
sacked dockers withdrew their
programime.

Ten of the 30 dockers who
fell sick during observance of
the programme were admit-
ted to Mongla hospital at
8:00pm on Thursday. Of them,
Amjad, 42, and Shamsur
Rahman, 48, were shifted to
Khulna Medical College
Hospital the same night as
their condition deteriorated,
said Mongla upazila
Chairman Idris Ali.

8 JMB men
remanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Eight suspected members of
banned Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), arrested in
Muktagacha on Thursday, have
been placed on a four-day.

Mohammad Rawshan, sub-
inspector of Muktagacha
Police Station, produced the
IMB men in the Court of Senior
Judicial Magistrate Farhana
Ferdous, on Thursday, seeking
a seven-day remand. But the
magistrate granted four days'
remand for them.

Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) arrested J]MB men Md
Anadul Haque, 34, Md Abdul
Barek, 38, Md Abdul Mannan,
22, Mohammad Murtaza, 22,
Md. Saiful Islam, 32, Quari Md
Saidur Rahman, 24,
Mohammad, 40, and Md.
Nazrul Islam, 35, at Rampur,
Bairaghibag, Goyeshpur and
Dullah Chandpur villages
under Muktagacha upazila

earlyThursday.
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Boro farming hit
as shrimp traders
damage dam

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Boro cultivation on over 700
bighas of land in 15 villages
under Shyamnagar upazila in
the district has become uncer-
tain as influential people have
cut a sweel water reservoir
along Chuna River to draw
saline water from the river to
their shrimp enclosures.

Several hundred affected
farmers yesterday laid seize to
the office of Shyamnagar
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Dilip Kumar Banik and sub-
mitted a memorandum
demanding action to stop
lifting of saline water through
the cutdam.

River from Chuna bridge to
Sapkhali bridge to reserve
rainwater in the rainy season
to cultivate ‘Boro paddy this

cut the embankment to lift
saline water from the river on
February 20 night and since
then irrigation of Boro lands in
vast areas have remained
stopped, they alleged.

“We planted Boro paddy on
seven bighas of land in Uttar
Beel but our plants are turning
yellowish as irrigation is ham-
pered due to lack of sweet
water,” said farmers Ashraf Ali
and Shukur Ali of village
Nakipur.

They said hundreds of
farmers are affected in the
areas.

Among the worst affected
villages are Nakipur, Jaoakhali,
Patnipukur, Chandipur,
Datpur, Majat, Khagradana,

Shyamnagar Sadar union
parishad Chairman Jaglul
Haidar said he would take

‘necessary measures in' this,

Timber seized,
two held in
Comilla

A CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Forest guards yesterday morn-
ing recovered about 300
square feet teak timber worth
Tk 6 lakh from a truck and
arrested its driver and helper
from Changini area in Sadar
Dakkshin upazila on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway.

The arrestees are truck
driver Alim Sikder,35 of
Bhanga upazila in Faridpur
districtand helper Md Shohel
Sheikh,25, of Nolia upazila in
Jamalpur district.

Forest official of the local
camp Abdul Manan Miazee led
the team of forest personnel.

However, sensing presence
of the forest team, the smug-
glers fled away from the truck.

Later, a case was lodged
with Sadar Dakkshin Police
Station.

RU tense as BCL
leader stabbed

RU CORRESPONDENT

Stabbing of a leader of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) near Kajla gate of
Rajshahi University by
unidentified youths on
Thursday night, sparked
tension over the campus
yesterday.

The BCL leader,
Arifuzzaman Roni, legal affairs
secretary of BCL RU unit, was
rushed to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH) in a
critical condition.

Campus sources said some
unidentified youth inter-
cepted Roni at the gate when
he was returning to the cam-
pus riding a motorbike at
around 7:30pm.

They stabbed Roni, hit him
on the head with Pepsi bottle
and left thescene.

Hearing the news, BCL
activists took out a procession
on the campus and tried to
block Dhaka-Rajshahi high-
way. The BCL men had to go
back to the campus as police
interfered.

Yesterday, the BCL activ-
ists, equipped with sharp
weapons, hockey sticks and
ironrods, staged a demonstra-
tion on the campus demand-
ing immediate arrest of the
people responsible for stab-
bing theirleader.

A large number of police
have been deployed on the
campus to avert any untoward
incident.

When contacted, the offi-
cer-incharge of Motiher Police
Station said police have
started investigation into the
incident and are trying to
arrest the artackers.
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The magistrate's court asked
all the accused to appear
before court by February 26.
Two of the accused, Hitler and
Tofazzal appeared before the
court and got bail.

As the court issued warrant
of arrest against seven other
accused their defendant law-

r disagreed and exchanged
Bﬁ:t words with the magistrate.
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The courtroom of an executive
magistrate was ransacked
following detention of a law-
yeron Thursday.

As the lawyer engaged in
exchange of hot words follow-
ing disagreement with the
magistrate over issuance of a
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Section 107 of Penal Code on
February 4, court sources said,
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