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N Korea govt: Hillary

AFP, Washington

ingaclose eye on succession in North Korea.

The United States has no intention of trying to
topple North Korea's regime despite concerns
about its behaviour and questions over succes-
sion, asenior US official said Thursday.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has said that
the United States wants to negotate with North
Korea's government, which signed a now-
deadlocked six-way deal to end its nuclear drive
in exchange for aid and security guarantees.

“We are not looking to change the North
Korean government. That's not for us to do,"
Christopher Hill, the assistant US secretary of
state for East Asia who negotiated the six-
nation deal, told reporters in Washington.

Former US president George W. Bush in 2002
branded North Korea as part of an "axis of evil”
along with Saddam Hussein's Iraq and Iran.
The communist state later cited US hostility in

testingan atom bomb.

But Hill indicated that while the United
States did not seek regime change, it was keep-

hardline state.

Hillary Clinton, visiting Seoul last week as
part of her first foreign trip, said uncertainty
about succession to North Korean leader Kim

» Jong-Il was complicating negotiations with the

Kim, 67, is widely reported to have suffered a
stroke last August. But Hillary Clinton's
remarks about succession in the communist
dynasty were unusual for a senior US official.

“What you see is the secretary reflecting a
style -- that, frankly, I wish a lot of other people
would use -- which is to be very honest,” said
Hill, known for his friendliness with reporters.

“When you look at the behaviour of North
Korea in recent months, you do get the impres-
sion that some of this unusual behaviour
reflects some internal developments,” Hill said.

Hillary Clinton has created a new post of
special representative on North Korea, with

academic and diplomat Stephen Bosworth

taking the job. Hill is tipped to be the next US
ambassador to Iraq.

Pro-Thaksin
protesters end

Bangkok rally

AFP, Bangkok

Supporters of, ousted Thai
premier Thaksin Shinawatra
yesterday abandoned a pro-
test camp outside the prime
minister's office but vowed to
continue their fight to unseat
him.

Hundreds of red-clad
protesters have been besieg-
ing Government House --
Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva's office since
Tuesday in a bid to push for
new elections in Thailand,
which has already seen
months of political upheaval.

could find out the train as per
our convenience,” says Sadiq
in the recorded confession,
which IBN7 has in possession.

US ends ban on
media photos
of war dead

AFP, Washington

Defence Secretary Robert
Gates announced Thursday he
had lifted a ban on media
coverage of the return of flag-
draped coffins of fallen sol-
diers from wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, reversing a con-
troversial policy dating back to
1991.

The decision would leave it
up to the families of the dead
soldiers if the media would be
allowed to film or photograph
the coffins at Dover Air Force
Base in Delaware, Gates said at
anewsconference,

Lot more action needed
on Mumbai mayhem

India tells Pakistan

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Colombo

Holding a secretary-level meeting with
Pakistan for the first time after the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks, India Thursday
urged its neighbour to do more to bring
the perpetrators to book and "take credi-
ble action to dismantle the resources of

terrorists .

Indian Foreign Secretary Shivshankar
Menon held talks with his Pakistani coun-

eral ties.

journalists.

“They should bring the Mumbai attack
perpetrators and take credible actions to
dismantle the resources of the terrorist in

ists - that secretary-level talks have taken
place between the two countries on bilat-

‘We have recognised what Pakistan has
done, but there is a lot more to be done.
We need to see them moving forward,'
Menon told Colombo-based

not an easy situation. We will judge (Paki-
stan) by whattheydo,"” he said.

Asked whether the foreign ministers of

Indian

both the countries would meet in Colombo
on the sidelines of the Inter-Summit
Sessions of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc) Council of

Ministers’ meeting, Menon said: ‘Nothing

has been decided so far',

He said India knew that Pakistan has
started a legal process, while India has
started one onits own, stressing that India
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US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton

State Department on Thursday in Washington, DC.
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(C) speaks as Pakistani Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah
Mehmood Qureshi (R) and Afghan Foreign Minister Rangin Dadfar look on during trilateral talks at the I

Asean unveils 'toothless’
rights body

AP, CHA-AM, Thailand

A new Southeast Asian
human rights body will
promote fundamental free-
doms, but will lack the power
0 punish violators such as
military-ruled Myanmar,
according to a draft proposal
Obtained yesterday by The
Associated Press.

Officials attending the
dnnual summit of the 10-
Bation Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
hailed the push to create the

powers of the future rights
body, says itwill “promote and
protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms.” It
falls short, however, of key
demands voiced by interna-
tional human rights groups,
which say the body will have
limited effectiveness unless it
can impose sanctions or expel
countries that violate the
rights ol their own citizens,
Asean traditionally shies
away from criticizing its mem -
bers, although some leaders
said that issues of democratic

The document was pre-
sented behind closed doors to
Asean foreign ministers gath-
ered at a coastal resort in
Thailand ahead of the annual
leaders' summit this weekend.

The draft is the first to
outline the body's proposed
powers; a final one Is expected
in July.

It is a historic first for
Southeast Asia,” said Rosario
Manalo, a Philippine diplomat
on the panel that drafted the
human rights body's outline.

But some officials

China urges US to
mend ties as military
talks resume

AFP, Beijing

China called on the United States yesterday to ease military tensions
between the global powers, as the two sides resumed defence talks
here followingarift over planned US arms sales to Taiwan

The talks had raised hopes of cooperation on security issues
and dialogue on long-standing tensions, four months after China
cut off military exchanges in anger over the proposed 6.5-billion-

dollar US arms package to Taiwan.

China’s offer to once again hold the annual talks was widely
seen as an olive branch extended to the new administration of US

President Barack Obama.

Butthe head of the Chinese delegation appeared to signal a bold
tone in his opening remarks, emphasising that there were problems
between the two sides and it was up tothe United States to fix them

"China-US military relations remain in a difficult period. We
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AFP, Washington

Anthropologists have uncov- |
ered ancient fossil footprints in
Kenya dating back 1.5 million
years, the oldest evidence yet
that our ancestors walked like
present-day humans, a study
showed Thursday.

The footprints were dis-
covered in two sedimentary
layers near Ileret in northern
Kenya and revealed an essen-
tially modern human-like
footanatomy.

The impressions came from
the Homo ergaster, or early
Homo erectus, the first
hominid whose longer legs and
shorter arms corresponded to
the body proportions of the
modem Homo sapiens, the |
study'sauthorssaid.

The footprints provided |
information on the soft tissue
form and structure that are not
usually available in fossilized
bones, explained Matthew
Bennett of Bournemouth
University in Britain.

Britain admits terror transfer
in 'rendition' case

AFP, London

- Britain admitted for the first

time Thursday handing over
(WO terror suspects captured
In Iraq in 2004 to US agents
who transferred them to
Alghanistan for interrogation,
inacase ofrendition.

Defence Secretary John
Hutton said the two men, who
were detained in February
2004, remain in US custody in
Afghanistan five years later.

“Two individuals were
captured by UK forces in and
around Baghdad, they were

tion facility in Afghanistan,”
he told lawmakers.

Hutton said the men were
suspected members of
Lashkar-e-Taiba, a Pakistan-
based militant group blamed
by India for last year's terror
arttacks on Mumbai, which
Killed more than 165 people.

"The US government has
explained to us that they were
moved to Afghanistan
because of a lack of relevant
linguists necessary to interro-
gate them effectively in Iraq,”
the minister said,

Washington had assured

The transfer of the men,
which was uncovered in a
review of detainees held by
British forces in Iraq and
Afghanistan since 2003, raises
uncomfortable questions for
Britain about collusion in
extraordinaryrendition.

Rendition is the term used
to describe the US Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA)
practice of secretly flying
(€rror suspects to countries
where torture is not illegal for
interrogaton.

Hutton added: "In retro-
spect, 1t is clear to me that
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quoted by the state-run Xinhua news agency.

subsequently to the US deten-

Alghanistan, he added.

tioned at the time.




