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Younis No.1
batsman

P11, Dubal

@he Daily Star

Younis lifts Pakistan
KY Y1 Cricket

this week -- Hanif
Mohammad's Testscore of 337
runs for Pakistan in 1958 and

fmepoqdyatlnwnmiona]lcvcl. ‘
Pakistan's 2-1 defeat in the
one-day series against Sri

LRt

Pakistan captain Younis

hisH;:inr':tgmlt')-f;ne T:::E}I:E?N:g “Younis taking the respon- we lose some key players, it ’
Indies' Shivn a} ine sibility and leading ffﬂﬂ] the will not sag our spirits because
Chanderpaul is now in second f“?m augurs well for Pakistan you can’t have seniors with
NewZeaIand wlcketkeeperﬁrandun McCuIIum playsacutshutdunng trainingin Wellington on Thursday spot with Kumar Sangakkara cricket. He doesn’t demand youall the time.”
—— et s ———— of Sri Lanka in third. respect, he commands it and YOUNIS KHAN Latif said Younus will pro-
Younis will have to continue | this is the best quality for a vide Pakistan with back-up
Blg hlttll’lg to score heavily to maintain his | €aptain,” said Latif, widely team’'s Jamaica hotel follow- players. ]

Warner joins
Durham

AFP, London

Big-hitting Australian bats-
man David Warner on
Wednesday signed to play for
Durham in the Twenty20 Cup,
the English county
announced.

The 22-year-old was the
first Australian player to debut
for his country without any
first class experience since
1877 and he marked the occa-
sion in style with a 43-ball 89
against South Africa in a
Twenty20 match in January.

Warner already has an
average of 64.6 after playing in
just eight one day games for
New SouthWales.

Once the Twenty20 Cup has
finished, West Indies star
Shivnarine Chanderpaul will
fill the Durham overseasslot.

"I've' heard great things
about Durham and I'm

delighted to be joining them |

later this year,” said Warner.

'l enjoy playing Twenty20
cricket and to be brought in
especially to play in the UK's
domestic competition is a real

BCCI in a spot of bother

KYYl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

quoted in the NZC press release as saying that
the Masters game was "a great opportunity for
Tendulkar and Karthik to have a few hits - we
were happy to work with the Players’ Association

The Indian board faces an embarrassing situa-
tion after letting Sachin Tendulkar appear for a
Masters Twenty20 match in Wellington on
Friday where he will play alongside Hamish
the former New Zealand batsman
who featured in the unauthorised ICL last year.

New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
press release that Tendulkar will turn out for the
Zealand Cricket
while
Karthik, who is also part of the Indian squad on
this tour, will play for ACA Masters.

Heath Mills, the NZCPA chief executive, said
Marshall, who played for ICL's Royal Bengal
Tigers, will also be partof the NZCPA squad.

The BCCI has shunned official contact with
ICL players and last year, refused to let VVS
Laxman appear for Nottinghamshire because
the county had ICL players in its ranks.

“The ICL players are allowed to play in New
Mills said.
Hamish is not an ICL-contracted player. He fin-
| ished his contract last year.”
Cricinfo that Marshall, who played his last ICL
game on November 8, isstill with the privateleague.
Marshall is currently

Marshall,

NZCPA (New

Associlation) Masters side

Zealand domestic cricket,”

According to Mills,
playing with Gloucestershire.

Ratmakar Shetty, the BCCI's chief administra
declined to comment for the
moment. Gary Kirsten, the India coach,

tive officer.

confirmed in a

But an ICL official told

e ——— e

tive.

Players'

Dinesh

"Moreover,

soon,

wadas

to bring them into the Masters teams.”

Niranjan Shah, the Indian team's manager in
New Zealand, said the BCCI would take up the
issue with Justin Vaughan, the NZC chief execu-
"No Indian player will play for a team that
has an ICL player,”
Shah said that it "would not be a problem” if the
batsmanisnolongeran ICL player.

New Zealand has about eight ICL players
and currently there are four of them - Marshall,
Shane Bond, Chris Harris and Daryl Tuffey
playing on the domestic circuit,

NZC has billed the International Masters
game at the Westpac Stadium on Friday as the
curtain-raiser to the Twenty20 International
between India and New Zealand that will be
held later the same dayatthe same venue.

Meanwhile, discussions are still on between
the BCCI and NZC over a practice match for
India's Test specialists, including Rahul Dravid
and Laxman, who will join the tour later. It was
previously proposed that these players be
draftedintoanyone of New Zealand's domestic
squads for a match but that plan has been
opposed by NZCPA, who said it breached the
board's one overseas player per team rule.

"We will be having a meeting with the NZC
Mills said.
Africa for the ICC meeting, so we are waiting for
him to be back. But we are expecting a decision
in the next couple of days.”

Shah said. About Marshall,

"Justin Vaughan 1s in South

Khan's triple hundred in the | App, Karachi Brian Lara's world record of Lanka last month forced

drawn Karachi Test against Sri | — ' - 400in 2004, Pakistan Cricket errd [p{&[;{; ﬂ
llhank;;tﬁalrggjﬁd hhi? t?:i the | In two years Younis Khan has Many believed Younis to replam Malik with Younis.

op of the ayer Rankings . 15t Y.

for Tast biissen. (ALH hﬁs gone from shunning the cap- would never lead Pakistan ounis resigned from

only one Indian, Gautam
Gambhir, intheto

Younis batted for nearly 13
hours in Karachi to become
just the third Pakistan player
in history to get past the 300-
run mark in a single Test
Iinnings after Hanif
Mohammad (337 vWest Indies
at Bridgetown in 1958) and
Inzamam-ul-Haq (329 v New
Zealand at Lahore in 2002).

Younis was the only real
mover in the top 20 of the
rankings although Mahela

Jayawardena's double hun- | positive approach suggests he is must support us,” said Younis i

gredtlu thic s?mirl;lalcl: means | the man to lead Pakistan cricket alter accepting the captaincy. i
€ siays in lourth posituon as | gutofaturbulent period. a '

Australia’'s Michael Clarke Py g e e

drops two places to fifth posi-
tion.

stay at the top because he has a
very slender one-point lead at
the top with almost every
playerinthetop 10.

Gambhir's opportunity to
improve his position will
come when the Test series
against New Zealand gets
underway next month.

BSJA awards
postponed

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Sports
Journalists Association (BSJA)
awards, scheduled for tomor-
row morning at the NSC
Tower, have been postponed
due tounavoidable reasons.

BSJA will announce a fresh
date later.

The ceremony, sponsored
by Square Toiletries, will give
awards to best sportsmen,
sports personalities and
organisations from 2002-08.

Yossl1 gives

| FROM PAGE 17

from inside the area and
Amauri headed on the result-
ing corner just past the out-
stretched leg of Giorgio
Chielliniat the far post.

taincy of Pakistan's cricket to
being hailed Thursday as its
saviour after his epic 313 runs

again after he turned down an
offer of the captaincy follow-
ing team's shock first-round

in the first Test against Sri
Lanka this week.

The 3)1-year-old Younis's
marathon innings of 12 hours
and 48 minutes not only
helped Pakistan draw the
match but elevated him to the
top of the International
Cricket Council (1ICC) bats-
men's rankings.

But more than his batting,
Younis's fearless attitude and

Former Pakistan captain
Rashid Latfl expressed great
confidence in Younus.

regarded asYounus's mentor.

Wasim Akram, another
former Pakistan captain,
believes Younus can bring
home the laurels.

"Younis showed that
records matter less and team
comes first. I think if he stays as
captain, Pakistan can win the
2011World Cup," saidWasim.

He was referring to two
records that came within
striking distance for Younis

Woolmer,

defeat in the 2007 World Cup
held in theWest Indies.
Pakistan also lost their
admirable coach, Bob
who died in the

b

ing their humiliating defeat
against minnows Ireland.

Left with no choice, cricket
authorities inducted young
Shoaib Malik, who failed to get
along with seniors as prob-
lems mounted for Pakistan.

Some top players, including
ace batsman Mohammad
Yousuf, were unavailable for
selection after they joined the
rebel Indian Cricket League
(ICL), and the team continued to

the captaincy before the
Champions Trophy 2006, say-
ing he did not want to be a
“dummy” capatin., But he
accepted the role after a
inthe PCB set-up the next day,
This time around, Younis,
who was also reluctant to lead
Pakistan on a tour of India
when Malik was injured in
2007, was more determined.
“This is our team and we will
have to work hard to lift it. 1
don'tfear losing if we lose | will
make no excuses but everyone

open minded and will not let
the team spirit down. We have
to build this team and even if

"His heart is clean and he
truly wants to help Pakistan
cricket. For him, a seniorand a
junior player are the same and
he will also prepare back-up
players for the future. For him,
the team is like his family,"
said Lauf.

Younis has also supported
his real family after losing two
of his brothers, one in an
accident, a sister and his
fatherin the last five years.

K% & Football

RoB HUGHES

In a field where art is move-
ment, and where pace is para-
mount, it takes someone
special to score out of stillness.
Juninho Pernambucano is
special, even by the standards
of the great Brazilians who
down the decades made us
gasp at the impudence of their
free kicks.

Juninho's goal in Tuesday's
1-1 draw between Lyon and
Barcelona may have begun as
still life, but the flight he

wasn't difficult for
(:ua:dmla to foresee the dan-
ger, and to warn his players in
the locker room before the
kickoff: "Juninho is one of the
best players in the world,
capable of winning amatchon
his own."

Picture, then, the scene at
Stade Gerland in Lyon. The
contest is barely warmed up,
just seven minutes old.
Juninho, now aged 34 and
talking of retirement, stands
innocenty enough over the
ball. Innocent not because of
the distance, but because the
angle of approach would not
suggestadirectshotatgoal.

Brmgmg art to life

studied a long line of Brazilians
who brought the so-called
dead ball to life. He would
practice and practice, like Didi
in the 1950s, Rivelinho in the
1970s, Zico in the 1980s and
Rivaldo in the 1990s.

There is a video of a train-
ing session of the Brazil
national squad in which
Juninho rehearses free kicks.
Standing behind a line of cut-
out dummies, the goalie, Jilio
(César, points to a spot on the
underside of his crossbar,
inviting Juninho to beat him
from 20 meters.

Once, twice, three, four, five

honourand challenge.” | e f "What I think we still have | induced on his kick from 30 The instant he strikes it, all E]T:;:S] with Dd?:ezéﬁil HE:
I C t lns Slate Mlll‘l'ay OUt O toworkonalotisto havemore | meters, the almostsupernatu- those watching in the ground = M e i 0;

BO ards warned l ap a control even in these tough | ral way he angled the balland or on television realize that = erﬁ or spin on the ball.
|

after Antigua
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think even our bowlers also

Dubai Open

games,” Hiddink said. "It's not
an easy team to play against,

caused it to curl with a trajec-
tory that made a decent goal-

Juninho has conjured danger
where none seemed to exist.

Always with a smile on the

international cricket, there wantedtobatonthatwicket." | AFF»Dubai Juventus. They can play very | keeper appear like a drunken As the ball flies through the faces Dﬂ MRLEVRE Dasong
ﬁaSCO won't be any bowlers, they will Sri Lankan coach Trevor Ay Miiridiy; whio e 2009 well mdbe':‘;%e?d?“ur ‘éEfE“' sailor, was very definitelyart. air, he stands there like a golfer emmlliﬁﬂiaggues,t Srinthho sl
" TOART oais _ 2 ! 1 day, W 1 ' line. it’ "Fni ' : : what Juninh
AFP, Johannesburg | be like endangered species,” Bayliss said the Test should sy e g s SIvé and midne €. 50 1S Juninho's goal was areally who has hit a shot out of the

Chief executives of major
cricket countries agreed
Wednesday that host boards
will have to guarantee the

. : - : championship with a Lyon =
suitability of grounds for | y.pect wicket-taker in Test Pakistan coach Intikhab | OpenonThursday. legs the Germans went on the E \.fa_ldé:s_*"nnbndy O O e AU S team l:ha{ IS apclass abO'&'E):l'JlE
international matches follow- c;ﬁ;;; 1.*.1':.h 269 before this Alam lambatsed the pitch The world No.4 from rampage in the second half. haVEﬂUPPF"“- ‘ asmebaﬂdec9}veshunlqﬂlght rectintatar
ing the Antigua fiasco. e T e b after the first day's play, when | Britain has the best record on Luca Toni's glancing Valdés is Barcelona's goal- andnestles, asintended, inside <. nnTu:;sda it e

All countries will be | worstever figures of 1-172, Srilankaputond06-3 the men's tour with 15 Wins | header from Massimo Oddo's | keeper Hehasspentcountless  thefurthestpost. s

required to notify the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) in February each year

said Jayawardene, who steps
down as skipper after the
second Test in Lahore starting
from March 1.

Sri Lankan off-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan, the

while new sensation Ajantha
Mendistook 1-157.
When asked if the behav-

have had a better pitch.

"It would be bad for Test
cricket if you get one of these
every time," said Bayliss, an
Australian.

"We asked for a pitch which
has some grass and bounce
but unfortunately this is not

Grand Slam of the year, admit-
ted that he has been bugged by
avirus ever since the Australian
Open as he announced his
withdrawal from the Dubai

out of 16 so far, but suddenly
the future is looking uncertain
after the revelations about his

very difficulttoplay them."
Bayern Munich had to wait
until the 41st minute to take
the lead in Lisbon, but after
Franck Ribery shot low
through goalkeeper Tiago's

corner in the 57th landed
conveniently for Miroslav
Klose, who bundled the ball

nice one,” acknowledged Josep
Guardiola, the young coach of
Barcelona. Guardiola has seen
a few free-kick specialists in his
time. "[twas notamistake from

hours in training against men
like Ronaldinho, Lionel Messi,
Xavi Herndndez, Thierry

rough, moving a hand as if to
guide the curve of the ball
along the path heintended.
Valdés comes forward from
his net, begins to backtrackand

A brief silence is followed
by rapturous applause.
Juninho, real name Antoénio

do is no defense to preventing
it. Juninho moved from Brazil
to France eight years ago, and
iIs on course to his eighth
consecutive French league

the best in Europe. Barcelona,
perhaps in contention with
Manchester United, possesses

which venues it planned to | iour of the wicket changed whalwewa:ued.'_‘ said Alam. long-term medical condition. | sver the line for his sixth goal HE‘!I'II'}'.ﬂ*ﬂDfWhDH': are accom- Augusto Ribeiro Reis: Junior, mt‘;ﬂ\'EEl&St rg)'thrr; ?nd ﬂn“;
use over the next 12. months, i from dav to dav. Javawardene Pakistan_ Cnckc_t Board h!urmy_began to feel WOrSe | i the competition. plished "dead ball" strikers. looks the least surprised. He :: azlllg'u?um er zm:tmwdcn
together with a written guar- | said: "It didn't behave at all. (PCB) chairman Ijaz Butt ;?Iter _hls 1mpresbg'e straight Ribery sent Tiago the PYEt Barca hgas el
antee that the grounds were of | See, we always knew that the Wednesday said he would | SEts second round win OVEr | wrongwaywitha63rd-minute -

asuitablestandard.

The decision was made
after the second Test between
West Indies and England at the
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
earlier this month was aban-
doned after just 10 balls
because of an unfitouthfield.

“The members (of the ICC
Chief Executives’ Committee)
have now reaffirmed that it is
the host Member Board's
responsibility to produce a

way the wicket played it would
be tough for a result.

"We dominated probably
for four days in this Test match
and I am quite happy with the
result. As a batsman, I don't
think | have complaints. |

investigate how the pitch
came to be.

“The curator has the final
authority,” said Alam of PCB's
chief curator Agha Zahid, who
played one Test for Pakistan in
1970s.

Biman flying high
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although Abahani missed

Shafag 1-53, Sirajullah 1-27,
Hossain 1-55)

Arnaud Clement yesterday
(Wed). "Iwoke up in the middle
ofthe night sweating,” he said.

Aussies fight
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playing in his first Test at the age
0f29, showed good composure.
He was surpnised by an
early bouncer from Steyn,
which hit him on the gloves
before he had scored, but then
played confidently in rapidly

penalty kick and Toni netted
twice in the final six minutes,
both times assisted by Ribery.

Villarreal dominated pos-
session at home to
Panathinaikos, but the Greek
visitors took the lead in the
59th when Giorgos
Karagounis unleashed a shot
from 25 meters (yards) that
tipped off the hand of
Villarreal goalkeeper Diego
Lopez before bouncing into
the net off the crossbar.

slightly, after their record-
breaking season. After
Juninho's strike, they had to
dig deep to rescue the match.
Theydid soan hour after going
behind. A corner from Messi
was flicked on by Rafael
Madrquez, and headed into the
net by Henry at the far post.
The result leaves the teams
delicately balanced for in the
second leg at Barcelona's Nou
Camp stadium in two weeks'

venue that is up to standard | theirinjured captain Mashrafe Regult: Biman won by six | deterioratinglight. The advantage lasted fust ‘
and fit for thf urpose ufl Bin Mortaza. With the new yckets, It was a nightmare debut | coyen minutesg midﬁeliier : 3 ; ‘ PHOTO: INTERNE] (Rob Hughes is sports corre-
: : B g gl ball, Shubhashish Roy was the A - , s W : - e Lyon's Brazilian Juninho has a habit of scoring amazing spondent, International
staging internationals,” said - DA VO ABAHANI: 290-7 in 50 overs | for Hughes, who flashed at a | y3p,b Wawrzyniak bringing y i inst Barcel Tuesd Herald Trib
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' eop entsto 263-8, . > 3
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