DHAKA THURSDAY Fﬁuaumf 26, 2009

Kurd MP
breaks law

in Turkey

BBC ONLINE, Ankara

A prominent Kurdish politi-

cian has defied Turkish law

yesterday by giving aspeech to
parliament in his native
Kurdish.

Ahmet Turk was addressing
his party in parliament when
he suddenly switched lan-
guage from Turkish to Kurdish.

The live broadcast on state
IV was immediately cut, as
the language is banned in
parliament.

Some one-fifth of Turkey's
population are ethnic Kurds,
but speaking Kurdish in public
was banned until the 1990s, as
itwas seen as a threat to unity.

The Kurdish language Is,
however, still banned in all
state institutions and official
correspondence.

When Mr Turk defied the
law, party members gave him
astanding ovation.
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BDR arsenals

FROM PAGE 16
triggering tense among the
locals.

Our correspondent from
Lalmonirhat reports: BDR
soldiers of 22 outposts at
Battalion-31 headquarters
had desisted from their rou-
tine duty. They assembled at
the outposts and observed the
situation.

Sources of Battalion-31
said, the commanding officer
(CO) and second-in-
command of the camp
abruptly left when the soldiers
assembled at the main
entrance and some others
started moving around the
camp.

Some BDR jawans said
about seven hundred BDR
soldiers at 22-BOP camps
ceased their patrol in border-
ing areas when informed of
the mutiny.

Contacted over phone at
5:00pm, Barttalion-31 CO Lt
Col Makbul Quader said he
and all other officers and
soldiers were, however, pres-
ent i yecarop amtlecarried
outtheir regular duties.

Our staff correspondent in
Khulna reports: According to
unconfirmed sources, eight
officials of the army deputed
to BDR left Goalkhali BDR
sector headquarters around
noon without any resistance
from the jawans.

Contacted, the senior

officials refused to make any
comment whether Khulna
BDR camp supported the
revoltin Dhaka.

Our correspondent from
Thakurgaon reports: CO of 20
Rifles Battalion Coll Shahed
Kamal said after receiving the
message on BDR headquar-
ters incident, the arms depot
had been sealed to avert any
untoward incident.

Second-in-Command of
25, Rifles Battalion
(Panchagarh) Major A K M
Hasibul Hossain said the
arsenal there had been under
lockand key from morning.

Our staff correspondent at
Rajshahi reports: Second-in-
Command of Rajshahi Sector
Major SM Rabiul Hasan said
no unexpected incident
occurred at all the camps
under the sector.

However, he informed that

he was out of his office due to
an T orTriclal 'visit to
Chapainawabgan,.

Our Correspondent from

LBandarban reports: All arse-

nals weressealed in |

Naikkhangchhari and
Balipara BDR zones. However,
the routine activities in the

districtremained stopped.
Meanwhile, vehicles with

heavy arms and army rein-
forcements were deployed
near BDR setup areas.

Contempt rule

FROM PAGE 16
Petitioners' counsel Ramzan

Ali Sikder told newsmen that
Rafique, who was a counsel
both for Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and former prime
minister Khaleda Zia, had
abruptly stood up and shouted
abusive and objectionable
languages at Justice Moyeenul
[slam Chowdhury during the
delivery of a dissenting judge-
ment on February 23.

His (Rafique) words and
conduct scandalised the court
and lowered its dignity and
honour in the eyes of the pub-
lic, Ramzan said.

Idrisur Rahman and
Zahurul Islam Mukul filed the
petition stating that Rafique
used abusive words and insin-
uation. He called the judge a
‘collaborator’, ridiculed him
for not having 'necessary
books’ in his possession, and
for being elevated to the HC

India declares

FROM PAGE 16
alerted and all commandants

and assistant commandants
were instructed to mobilise
them and intensify patrols.

"We have alerted the peo-
ple living in border areas and
instructed the officials not to
interfere in any way if clashes
take place between the BDR
and Bangladesh army as it is
their internal matter,” he told
PTI.

"Delhi has asked the BSF to
be on high alert along our
international border and
district magistrates and
superintendents of police
asked to maintain a state of
alertness in bordering dis-
tricts,” West Bengal Home
Secretary Ardhendu Sen said.

The situation arising out of
the paramilitary BDR mutiny
prompted Chief Minister
Buddhadev Bhattacharjee to
hold a high-level meeting at
Writers' Buildings.

In Shillong, BSF Director
General M L Kumawat had a
discussion with BSF IG (Assam
and Meghalaya Frontier)
Prithvirajabout the situation.

Constant vigil was being
maintained along the border
and the development in the
neighbouring country was
being closely monitored, BSF
sources said.

Meanwhile, CPI (M) today
voiced concerns over the
mutiny in BDR and hoped
Indian government was alert
about the development.

from 'district court." And he
also dictated to the judge how
to deliver judgement, the
petitioners said.

Such conduct is punishable
as contempt as it tends to
create distrust in public mind
and impair public confidence
in courts. If such acts are toler-
ated, grave concerns will arise
regarding dispensation of
justice and public confidence
in it, the petition said.

Earlier yesterday morning,
some lawyers including
Ramzan, a junior to eminent
jurist Dr Kamal Hossain, ver-
bally prayed to the HC bench
to issue a suo-moto contempt
rule on Rafique for his 'derog-
atory’' comments about the HC
judge, which were published in
a section of the press.

The HC bench asked the
lawyers to file an application in
this regard.

They flee

FROM PAGE 16

Close to each sack was a
gathering of people either
cowering inside a nearby
grocery shop or in front of
the main gate of the build-
ing.

"They had to flee in civil
dress as the army and law-
enforcement agencies were
out already to suppress the
mutiny. They looked pan-
icked and tensed,” said
Sohrab Uddin, a resident on
Nizam Uddin Lane.

At 3:30pm the inside of the
headquarters looked
deserted, empty and barren
with flocks of crows flying in
the sky. Armed BDR muti-
neers were seen patrolling the
roads inside the headquarters
and boundary walls.

Locals said several hun-
dreds of BDR personnel fled
in the same manner since
10:00 in the morning. They
made the escape through
the areas including
Hajaribagh Methhorpotti,
Nijhum, and New Market.

During their escape, the
BDR personnel asked them
not to shelter any army
personnel in any of the
houses, the locals added.

Later in the afternoon,
the locals pointed to a
passer-by saying he was one
of the BDR men now return-
ing to join the mutineers
after leaving his family in a
safe place.
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Emergency services work at the scene of a Turkish Airlines
passenger plane which crashed yesterday while landing at
Schiphol airport in Amsterdam. Officials in Turkey con-
firmed the death of nine people in the crash landing.
Twenty-five people were also seriously injured. Bottom
picture shows rescue workers evacuating passengers from
the crash site.

How it began

FROM PAGE 1
version of how the mutiny
began.

"The lower tier BDR per-
sonnel (recruited directly by
the BDR authorities) have
been demanding solution to a
number of problems related to
pay and benefits. These
demands were raised before
the DG so that he places them
before the Prime Minister who
came to Pilkhana yesterday
(Tuesday) to inaugurate the
BDR week," he said, wishing
anonymity.

"The DG raised before the
prime minister only two
demands of the army officers
in BDR but none of the
demands of soldiers. This
intensified our grievance.”

When the jawans kept on
arguing with the BDR DG,
another group from behind
shot at the dais, prompting his
ADC (aide-de-camp) to fire
back, a top official of a law-
enforcing agency confided.
"BDR DG was first to be shot
at.”

+He. said, by Tuesday the
angry jawarns went out to print
a leaflet headlined, 'Save BDR!
Save the country! Save the
Nation: why are 45,000 BDR
personnel subservient today?
The BDR is alien in its own
home. Take alook, honourable
prime minister, thinkers of the
country,’

This leaflet was circulated
among jawans and outsiders
Tuesday night. Sources said
there was a tension between
officers and soldiers through-
out the night.

During the heated argu-
ment, disgruntled jawans
asked the DG about the profit
made during the Dal-Bhaat
programme. They said after
the programme ended, they
were told that they would
receive bonuses from the
profit. Accordingly they had
put their signatures on money
receipts, but never got the
money, claimed the mutineer.

A source in the army told
The Daily Star said the jawans
appeared to have been wel-
orchestrated.

He however declined to say
how many officers were killed
or injured or how many of
them were held hostage. "You
will get to know that in due
time," he added.

Army officers told The
Daily Star that they received
calls between 9:00am and
10:00am from some of the
BDR officials held hostage at
Pilkhana who pleaded for
immediate action to rescue
them. After that they did not
receive any call from the BDR
officials. When they called
back they found the BDR
officials' mobile phones
switched off or they did not
respond to their calls.

Over 3,300 soldiers belong-
ing to battalions 24, 36, 13 and
44 in Dhaka took part in the
mutiny. Besides, 3,000 more
soldiers of various battalions
in the country who came to
Pilkhana on the occasion of
the BDR week also partici-
pated in it. "As a result, we
faced no opposition while
launching the mutiny," he
pointed out. :

The BDR'has 40,000 "sol-
diers in 46 battalions, each
having 826 soldiers, in the
country. The number of offi-
cers in BDR is between 250
and 300, he added.

Unofficial sources claimed
that at least half of around
6,000 soldiers opposed the
mutiny. Many of them were
killed along with the officers
but it could not be confirmed.
Some of them fled Pilkhana as
soon as they saw the officers
getting killed, unconfirmed
sources said. The bodies of the
slain people were dumped
into various manholes at
Pilkhana.

Asked if there was no oppo-
sition, why did the mutineers
fire so many shots throughout
the day, the mutineer said over
the phone, "Just to make sure
that nobody tries to enter
Pilkhana from outside and foil
our effort." Most of those were
not aimed at any particular
target.

He claimed that the mutiny
was not a culmination of a
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thought-out plan hatched
over a long period of time. "We
did it almost suddenly,” he
claimed.

"Those who took part in it
are sepoys, nayeks, lance
nayeks, havildars and JCOs,"
headded.

MUTINEERS TELLOF
PENT-UP FURY

The BDR mutineers claim the
mutiny was not culmination
of any long-term plan, rather
results of long-repressed
feelings of being deprived of
financial and other in-service
benefits and being ignored by
the authorities.

Speaking anonymously to
The Daily Star over phone, a
mutineer accused his senior
officials of enjoying all bene-
fits.

"1 get only Tk 5,000 which is
not enough to cover my
monthly expenses. We are given
60 percent ration supplies for
our children below 12. We have
been demanding 100 percent
ration as we cannot afford to
buy the remaining 40 percent
fromthe general shops."

He claims the residential
facilities for the lower-level
personnel are very poor, while
not only the officers enjoy
good facilities, their families
also enjoy the same when they
go abroad on UN Peace
Mission.

BDR lower-level personnel
are also deprived of the oppor-
tunity to join the UN missions
and are deprived of the oppor-
tunity.

It was not possible for The
Daily Star to avail the version
of the BDR officers on the
mutiny till filing of the report
lastnight.

During the BNP rule
between 1991 and 1996, the
BDR lower tier staged muti-
nies in Dhaka, Chittagong,

Feni, Jessore, Khulna and |
Naogaon expressing similar

grievances.
Those mutinies did not
witness bloodshed and the

personnel were assured of |

measures to address their

issues, which were ultimately |

shelved.

Demands they put forward

FROM PAGE 1

Speaking out at different times
of the mutiny, the mutineers
spoke and wrote to the media
saying they had their backs to
the wall and were forced to
move forward with arms.

They vented their anger to
the media over low salary, lack
of benefits, holidays and the
bar on them from going to UN
peacekeepingmissions.

Earlier, in an open letter to
the prime minister and 'emi-
nent intellectuals’ distributed
before the ill-fated meeting
yesterday morning, BDR
troops listed their grievances
against the military officers
saying "oppression under the
military” is worse than what
Bangladesh suffered under
Pakistanis.

“"We have only one
demand: sack military officers
from all posts.

"Today, please rescue us
from the hands of the military.
We are being tortured in many
ways that were not even done
by the Pakistanis,” the letter
stated. "Today, 45,000 BDR
personnel are held hostage by
400 army officers.”

The troops recalled their
contributions to the
Liberation War saying the
force that played such a big
role in liberating the country is
now "subjugated”.

In a sweeping attack on the
military, the troops ques-
tioned the military's role in the
paramilitary, police and auxil-
lary forces.

"What kind of nation we are
that we need army officers
everywhere? Why are all the
country's people held hostage
by them? Why do we even
need a home ministry when

BDR, Ansar, Fire Brigade, Jail
Guards and Rab are under
theircommand and control?”

The military was also
accused of controlling other
state organisations such as
schools, hospitals, universi-
ties and various federations.

The border guards went on
to accuse the military of con-
spiring to raise food prices,
saying they forced people to
buyriceworthTk 17-18 at Tk 42
and doubling the price of oil.

"They swindled the people
during Operation Daal-Bhaat.
They strategically used BDR to
sell goods for a high price but
low in weight. But BDR had no
role in this yet BDR has to
carry the bad name." The BDR
DG, his wife, and the Dhaka
sector commander were
involved, the troops alleged.

At around 1:00pm yester-
day, mutineers sent out a
hand-written letter addressed
to the people and the media
saying they were forced to take
arms as they were repressed by
their army bosses.

A number of BDR person-
nel also vented their anger
while talking to the media.

"The DG has siphoned off
Tk 7 crore that we were sup-
posed to receive for our elec-
tion duty,” said a partially-
masked BDR man while talk-
ing to reporters at gate 3 of the
BDR headquarters.

He said they received only
Tk300in 'death allowance', do
not receive enough holidays
and have never been "sent to
the peacekeeping missions."

They also said their army
bosses downplay their perfor-
mance and very often misap-
propriate different funds of
BDR personnel including Tk

6,500 crore earned from its |

Daal-Bhaat programme.
The
that even Ansar members can
go abroad for UN peacekeep-
ing mission but army bosses
bar them from going abroad.
They also said army assas-
sinated Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman and other

leaders, but BDR members are
truly patriot and performed
their duty in all the crises of
the nation.

US raps Israel
for delaying
ald to Gaza

AFP, Jerusalem

US Secretary of State Hillary

Clinton is pressing Israel to |
stop blocking aid to the |
besieged Gaza Strip and will |

raise the issue during a visit

next week, an Israeli newspa- |

per reported yesterday.

US Middle East envoy |

George Mitchell is expected to
issue a strongly worded state-

ment on the situation whenhe
travels to Israel this week,

Haaretz said.

"Israel is not making |
efforts to improve the
humanitarian situation in |
Gaza," the paper quoted US
officials as telling their Israeli |
counterparts last week. "The
US expects Israel to meet its |

enough

commitments on this matter.”
Hillary has relayed mes

sages to Israel about the aid

issue in the past week, and
senior aides have made it clear

the question would be central

to her visitto Israel onTuesday.

mutineers lamented |

India files charges against
Mumbai attack gunman

Ar, PT1, Mumbai charge sheet, special public prosecutor Ujjwal
Nikam said yesterday. '

If convicted on the two most critical charges
murder and waging war against India the 21-
year-old Kasab will likely face the death pen-
alty.

India has blamed the attack on Lashkar-e-
Taiba, an Islamist militant group widely
believed created by Pakistani intelligence

agencies in the 1980s to fight India rule in the

Investigators charged the lone surviving gun-
man from the Mumbal attacks with 12 crimes
yesterday including murder and waging war
against India.

Pakistani Mohammed Ajmal Kasab has
been held by the police since he was captured
in the early hours of the attacks, but had not
been formally charged. Nine other attackers

were killed during the three-day siege, which  divided Kashmir region.
left 164 people dead and targeted luxury hotels, India has also said that all 10 attackers were
a Jewish center and other sites across the city. from Pakistan.

The formal filing of charges paves the way for
Kasab's trial to begin,

The charges a several-thousand page docu-
ment also included Kasab's confession,
detailed accounts from 150 witnesses and
closed circuit television footage that shows him
and his accomplice walking into Mumbai's
crowded Chhatrapati Shivaji train station and
spraying it with bullets, Mumbai police's main
investigator Rakesh Maria had said earlier.

Indian law requires that charges be filed
against a suspect within 90 days of arrest. Kasab
was formally arrested November 28.

Kasab has been given a copy of the police

Earlier this month, Pakistani officials
acknowledged that the Mumbai attacks were
partly plotted on its soil and announced crimi-
nal proceedings against eight suspects.

There are no details yet about when Kasab's
trial is likely to begin.

Meanwhile, India had earlier said that they
will respond to Pakistan's questions on dossier
after filing of chargesheet in Mumbai attack case.

"After the chargesheet is filed, we will reply,”
Home Minister Chidambaram told reporters
outside Parliament on being asked when India
would reply 1o the set of 30 questions posed by
Pakistan on the Indian dossier.
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This handout photograph released by Sri Lanka's Ministry of Defence yesterday, shows government
troops just outside the small town of Puthukkudiriruppu in the district of Mullaittivu on February 24,
2009. Government forces have cornered the Tamil Tiger rebels in a narrow strip of land and are close
to completely crushing them after 37 years of heavy fighting.

US reviews Afghan policy

ANN, Islamabad “We are having an Afghanistan-Pakistan
review - and we've worked very hard to get our
allies on board and looking at both countries, not
just at Afghanistan, which took some discussion -
is because we see them as inter-connected,”
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told reporters
while travelling in South East Asia ahead of her
meetings with FM Qureshi and Afghan Foreign
Minister Rangeen Dadfar Spanta, who had a
bilateral meeting Tuesday morning.

‘Any decision in one country affects our
prospects and the prospects of peace and stabil-
ity in the other, so we are very aware of the fact
that we have to look at both of them,” Hillary
said. She said the US has asked both Afghanistan

and Pakistan to contributeideas toits policy.

Amid strategic incoherence and resurgence of
the Taliban, the United States formally begins a
comprehensive review of its policy on
Afghanistan, with Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton was due to meet her Pakistani counter-
part Shah Mehmood Qureshi Tuesday evening.

The meeting came in the wake of the Swat peace
deal that has raised serious concerns here as well as
the mounting civilian casualties resulting from the
ongoing US military operations in Afghanistan and
the drone attacks inside Pakistan. The deadly
roadside bomb that killed four US troops patrolling
in southern Afghanistan on Tuesday has also casta
shadowoverthe process.
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