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Facing climate change
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AN yousee inyourmind's

eye, our generations to

come living in an over

populated country where
most of its coastal areas had been
infringed by the sea, under boiling
sunlight, gathering for food, water and
shelter? Looking out a window upon a
barren desert, a dry wasteland unfolds
as a carpet to nowhere. Abandoned
cities dot the horizon, as the ruins
speak volumes to the once populated
extravagance of a country which lived
on wealth and opportunity. Our favor-
ite crops would not grow anywhere in
Bangladesh? Everything necessary for
life would be drastically reduced. The
vision just described is not one out of in
the movie script, but one that is not
only possible but probable. Truly the
inevitable picture will be grimmer by
the close effect of climate change. But
this could even be the best of a worst
situation expected in another 50 to 100
years.

Grim picture of climate change

The reality could be far worse, says
Prof. Mohan Munasinghe one of the
three Vice Chairs of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change which won the 2007 Nobel
Peace Prize. "If we do not adopt our
development paths now, the effects of
climate change would virtually be
disastrous.” Climate Change is all
about the drastic changes in the global
climate. It will affect countries like
Bangladesh. Climate Change would be
disastrous in all aspects of the lives of

people, be it economic, social, cultural

or religious. It would affect agriculture,
healthand industrial sectors.

Climate change would affect all
developing countries including
Bangladesh. The dry zone will become
drier and the wet zones will get more
rain. Extreme conditions are likely to
be prevalent. Agriculture and water
resources would be badly affected. The
coastal areas will be severely threat-
ened by the rising sea levels. Also dis-
eases like malaria will be rampant.
Agriculture, one of the key economic
aspects that sustain the lives of the
people, would be affected by global
warming. The farming and climatic
conditions in different regions in
Bangladesh had been evolved in har-
mony and believes that despite the
advances of technology climate is a
very important factor in farming. In
spite of the technological advances,
weather and the climate are the key
factors in agriculture.

Basically the hitherto established
patterns of temperature and rainfall
will be changed dramatically by global
warming.

How would these changes in the
established rainfall patterns and tem-
perature affect farming? Increase in the
temperature is more likely to affect
directly and indirectly most of the crops
such as rice, tea, rubber or potatoes,
more than the pressure from the ever
increasing population, poor facilities.

This is not all. The scenario is more
serious since the change in rainfall
patterns and the increase in the aver-
age temperature could reduce the
harvest of the country's staple food,
rice. High temperature injures the rice
plant especially at the flowering stage

TIME TO TURN A CORNER

PART-3: GLOBAL TRENDS: ADVERSITY OR OPPORTUNITY?

DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 25, 2009

resulting in a lot of unfilled grains
reducing the harvest.

Although it used to be a rare event to
experience high temperature as 35
Celsius in the major rice growing of the

regions in the past, such occurrences are
frequent in both in the dry zone and the
intermediate zone especially during the
farming season from November to April.
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mum temperature would affect potato
cultivation even in the plain lands and
hills where the crop is mainly culti-
vated. The increase in the night time

The increase in the night time mini- CONTINUED ON PAGE 59
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