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Rampant shark poaching on
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250 trawlers now doing the 'lucrative business'in coastal areas

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Paruakhali

Indiscriminate shark catching
continues in the coastal areas
to the south of Patuakhali and
Barguna districts defying ban
and threat to ecology in the
Bay.

With more and more fisher-
men and traders getting
involved in the 'lucrative busi-
ness’, some 250 trawlers with
around 2,000 fishermen are
now engaged in netting sharks
in coastal areas and in the deep
sea during the peak season
from December to April.

Schools of sharks are seen
in the shallow waters during
the period, said marine
resources experts and fisher
men.

Shark catching is banned
under the Forest Act but
authorities are doing little to
checkthe callous act.

Fishermen use a special
type of net to catch smaller
sharks in large numbers, they
said.

With the rampant poach-
ing of sharks, at least 50 cen-
tres in Kuakata, Sonar Char,
Ruper Char, Fatrar Char, Char
Gongmoti in Patuakhali and

Asar Char, Pathorghata areas
in Barguna district are now
being used for drying sharks
and its trade, said fish trader
Zakir Hossain, who came to
Kuakata from Chittagong.

Shark fin, often used to
prepare an expensive and
special type of soup, has high
demand in rich countries.

Dried shark is supplied to
different areas of the country
while a large part of netted
sharks is allegedly smuggled
to Myanmar and Bangkok

Crops washed
away in dam
collapse

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Crops onabout 50 acres of land
washed away following col-
lapse of a Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB)
embankment at Sondaha point
in Bera upazila yesterday
morning, officials said.

Crack in dam due to inva-
sion of rats might be the rea-
son of its collapse, said BWDB
Sub-Divisional engineer Md
Nurul Akter. BWDB has taken
initiatives to repair the dam on
urgent basis, he said. BWDB
workers are working round the
clock for resumption of supply
of water to the irmigation pro-
ject, he added.

However, locals claimed that
fault in construction of the dam
mightbe the reason ofits collapse.

through the Bay, sources said.

Sharks have good markets
in Middle East and European
countries where its skin, teeth,
bones and stomach are sold
for high prices.

The skin is used for making
fashionable leather goods like
money bags, vanity bags,
ormmaments keeping bags, and
shoes. Teeth and bones are
used for making ornaments
for women while oil extracted

from shark is used as medi-
cine.

Their bowels are used as
feed for fish and poultry.

A section of traders from
Chittagong encourage fisher-
men in the southern areas to
netshark.

More and more fishermen
are being attracted to shark
catching as it is more profit-
able than catching other
varieties of sea fish, said Abdus

Salam Howlader, president of
Fishing Trawlers Owners
Association.

“Sharks help to maintain
balance in marine resources
as they eat fast growing variet-
ies of small fishes and check
their disproportionate
increase. In this way sharks
create more space for big sea
fishes to live. Indiscriminate
shark netting will create
imbalance in marine

resources,” Pijush Kanti Hori,
former chairman of Zoology
Department of Patuakhali
Government College, said.

If the balance is lost, fishes
will be attacked with various
diseases while sharks will
move away from Bangladesh
waler territories, he said.

The authorities should take
steps to check indiscriminate
nettung of sharks to maintain
balance of sea resources in

Bangladesh coastal waters,
expertssald.

On Pebruary 7 last year,

Coastguards and officials of

East Wing of Sundarbans
Forest Division recovered
cight dead sharks of rare spe-
cles from four trawlers at
Dublarchar in the
Sundarbans.

But no such drive against
shark catchingis seen thisyear.

A CORRESPONDENT, Kurigram

A sub-inspector (SI) of police of
Ulipur Police Station was closed
to Kurigram Police Lines
Monday night for his alleged
involvementin arobbery.

The closed SI is Shafiqul
[slam and an investigation 1s
going on probe the incident of
robbery, said Kurigram
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Mahbubur Rahman.

Diesel traders Anwar
Hossain, 35, and Abdul Gatur,
40, of Motherganj union under
Kachakata Police Station in
Negeswari upazila were going
to Chilmari oil depot by a
shallowengine-driven boaton
the Brahmaputra on Sunday.
They were carrying about five
lakh taka and 61 blank drums
to buydiesel

As the boat reached near

I Moshaler shoal of Begumgan,)

'Robber co;  closed|

union in Ulipur upazila at
about 3:30 pm, a gang of rob-
bers numbering six inter-
cepted them. As soon as the
traders slowed down the
speed of the boat, the robbers
climbed on the boat. They
beat them up and looted their
entire money. The robbers

"' also ' tookK awdy the handle of

the shallow engine.

The next day when the
traders came to Ulipur Police
Station to file a case, they were
amazed to see SI Shafique who
took part in the robbery. They
informed the matter to the
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the
police station. The OC brought
it to the notice of the SP who in
his primary investigation found
the Slinvolved in the robbery.

Then the SI was immedi-
ately closed to police lines.
Investigation is still going on
against the guilty, said the SP.
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A giant shark netted by the fishermen in the Bay yesterday, /eft, the flesh being dried to be used as
curry, right top, and shark fins forsoup, at Kuakata.
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Jubok staff denied bail

Contractor,
Jubo Dal

A CORRESPONDENT,
man sued Chandpur
OURCORHFSPONDENT’ Four officials of Jubo
Barisal

Owner of a construction firm
and a Jubo Dal cadre have
been sued for assaulting an
engineer of Barisal Sadar
upazila: local government
engineering department.

The accused are Syed
Mahabub Hossain, owner of
Messrs Mahbub Traders and
brother-in-law of BNP lawmaker
and former BCC mayor Mojibor
Rahman Sarwar, and Jubo Dal
cadre Asaduzzaman Mona.

The victim, Fulkam
Badsha, filed the case with
Kotwali Police Station yester-
dayunder Speedy Trial Act.

In the case, the engineer
alleged that the accused are
constructing a road and cul-
vert by using sub-standard
material and violating terms
and condition of work orders.

He further alleged that the
accused became funous and beat
him up after a LGED mspection
team on Monday issued a letter,
asking them to complete the con-
struction works as per terms and
condition mentioned in the work
orders.

Mohammad Shahnewaz,
executive engineer of Barisal
LGED, acknowledged the inci-

Karmasangsthan Society
(Jubok), arrested on Monday
on charge of embezzling Tk 35
crore of its members, were
yesterday refused bail and
sent tojaik

They weére produced in the
Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court that sent
them to jail, rejecting their bail
prayers.

The arrested officials are
area manager Rajib Poddar,
assistant area managers Md

Harun and Tafazzal Hossain
and Faridganj upazila area
manager Swapan.

A Jubok subscriber filed a
case with Chandpur Model
Police Station against five
Jubok officials, including its
Chandpur district chief coor-
dinator Fazlul Haque. Of

ithém, four are now ifvjail while

Fazlul Haqueis absconding.

Chandpur Pourasava
Mayor Nasir Uddin handed
over the four Jubok officials to
the police on Monday. They
were later shown arrested
under section 54.

2 UPDF men abducted

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Rangamarni

An armed gang on Monday
abducted two activists of the
United People's Democratic
Front (UPDF) from in front of
Kakali Cinema Hall in the
district town.

The kidnapped UPDF men
are Nikhil Tripura and Satya
Chakma.

In a press release yesterday,
the UPDF held the armed
cadres

Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) responsible for
abduction of their activists.
Leaders of the anti-peace
treaty organisation, in the

press release, alleged that

PCJSS activists Suvojyoti
Chakma, Tuhin, Sajib,
Newton, Swapan, Sumit,
Pohel and Biswajit are involve
in criminal activities like
abduction in the district.

The urged the authorities
concerned to rescue their

@he Daily Star |

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Barisal

Owner of passenger launch

ML Fahmida Hap{l:ly Express
that capsized in the
Kirtankhola River on
Thursday has lodged a case
against the owner and eight
crew and staff of cargo vessel
MV Sanim that caused the
accident, demanding Tk 8 lakh
as compensation.

Earlier on Friday, eight
crew of seized cargo vessel MV
Sanim were sent to jail follow-
ing filing of a case by police the
same day.

Md Ilyas, owner of ML
Fahmida Happy Express,
lodged the second case with
the court of Chief Judicial
Magistrate Md Khademul
Kayes in Barisal on Monday,
said police and courtsources.

The magistrate yesterday
ordered the officer-in-charge

| of Barisal Kotwali Police

KIRTANKHOLA TRAGEDY

[Launch owner
sues owner of
cargo vessel

Station to register it as a regu-
lar case.

Mir Al Mamun, owner of
the cargo vessel, Md Hyder Alj,
master, Md Yusuf, driver, Md
Akhter Hossain, sukani, Md
Abu Taher, Md Tuhin Mia,
laskar, Md Nazimuddin, cook
and staff Abdur Rahman and
Zahangir Sheikh were made
accused in the case.

As cargo vessel MV Sanim
hit ML Fahmida Happy
Express, damage to the latter
and its salvage cost Tk 8 lakh,
said the complainant who
demanded the same amount
as compensation.

Death toll from Thursday's
launch accident in
Kirtankhola River rose to 41
while 14 passengers remained
missing till filing of this report
yesterday evening.

However, no case is yet Lo
be lodged on behalf of the
victim passengers.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Over 1,000 laid-off workers of
People's Jute Mills yesterday
staged demonstration in front
of the administrative building
demanding payment of their
arrear wages and reopening of
the mills.

The private owned Jute
mills at Khalishpur was
declared closed for an indefi-
nite period with effect from
10:00pm on Sunday throwing
over 2700 workers and
employees outofjobs.

The authorities took the
decision in the wake of work
stoppage by the mill workers
since Thursday last demand-
ing /increase ‘m their daily
wages from Tk 105 to Tk 200.

They (authorities) hung the
layoff notice in front of mill
gate at 11:00pm that triggered
discontent among the work-
ers. They immediately
brought out a procession on
BIDC road demanding with-

Reopen mills,
pay arrears

Demand jute workers

drawal of the notice, increase
in daily wages and nationali-
sation of the Jute mill with
immediate effect.

Yesterday, the workers
threatened tougher move-
ment if their demands are not
met by February 28.

The mill was shut down by
the caretaker government on

July 31, 2007 on grounds of

severe financial crisis and
otherliabilities.

Later it was leased out to
Kazi Firm Limited on condi-
tion of payment of

Tk 6.13 crore annually
under terms and conditions of

the agreement made with the
BJMC.

+ The mill was again putinto
production from July 20 last
year under private ownership.
Since then the mill could
never reach even one-third of
production target of 70 tonnes
a day due to crisis of raw mate-
rial and appointment of
unskilled workers.
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kidnapped activists.

Part of the collapsed rampart at Mahasthangarh archaeological site. Following a recent excavation.
French experts said explosion by enemies caused the collapse about 1300 years ago.

Enemies damaged Mahasthangarh
ramparts with explosives!

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

The southern ramparts of Mahasthangarh
archaeological site were damaged due to an
'explosion’ in the seventh century, says a report
by BangladeSh-France joint excavation team.

“Probably enemies entered the city after
damaging ramparts with explosives in 700 AD,”
Dr Barbara Faticoni, a member of the team led
by Director Dr Jean Francois Salles, recently
told The Daily Star.

The pointin the ramparts that was damaged
by the explosion was discovered during the
ongoing excavation and it is still visible, Dr
Barbarasaid.

The recent discovery would change the
history of Mahastangarh in Bogra, one of the
most important archaeological sites in South

PHOTO: STAR

Asia, said archaeologists of the excavation
team.

The excavation team members also found
ornamentally decorated upper portion of a
'Surya' image on February 10.

Other things of attraction including
engraved crown of the broken image was also
found that time.

The black stone-made broken image was
built sometime during the 10th or 1 1th century,
said archaeologist Naheed Sultana, a member
of the Bangladesh team.

Some important artefacts including pot-
sherd of different period have been dug out
during the ongoing excavation, said Md
Mahabub-Ul-Alam, another member of
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