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CONFERENCE ON COUNTER-TERRORISM STRATEGY FOR S ASIA

FM favours talks with extremists
to resolve any problem

@he Bﬁ'ﬁu Star

Air chief calls
On president

UNB, Dhaka

Chief of Air Staff Ajr Marshal §

M Ziaur Rahman call
President Zillur Rahman o

Bangabhaban yes ,
They discussed about
UNB, Dhaka Counter-terrorism Strategy The FM said, "We would positiveresponse.” " The o e
for South Asia, organised by also be undertaking initiatives Abaut-1ae.‘timels mi sdntl e
There is scope for discussions  Bangladesh Institute of Peace  for counter-extremism, coun- forming such a taskforce, the president of different ongoing ‘

and Security Studies (BIPSS)
atalocal hotel.

In her speech as the chief
guest, Dr Dipu Moni said the
Awamli League-led centre-left
coalition government, alter
assuming office, has identified
counter-terrorism as one of

ter-radicalisation and coun-
tering the terror finance in the
country. The process of re-
education and rehabilitation
isalwayson.”

“However, we are firm (o
deal with any force which may
destabilise society and disrupt

with extremists for the sake of
resolving any problem,
Foreign Minister Dr Dipu
Moni said yesterday, as an
international meet began
brainstorming here on coun-
ter-terrorismimeasures.
“There remains scope for

FM said, “There is no set
timeline, We are talking. A
platform will be set through
discussions.”

Asked if the issue would be
discussed in the meeting of
foreign ministers in Colombo,
she said, "The issue may come

development activities of the
Air Force.

He also apprised the presi-
dent that the Air Force members
have been awarded certificate
of appreciations from the
United Nations for their out-
standing performances in
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the city yesterday.
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of Prof Jamal

Literacy target

court yesterday with a prayer
for a three-dayremandbutthe

. Speakers at a '.mrkSth yester-

day underscored the need for

[@nguar Haor' at Tanguar haor
in Sunamganj with the financial

oo Bt

Eystem an W
increase the administrative and

Students block
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The 70th birth anniversary of
Professor Emenitus Dr Jamal

deferred for 3 yrs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

introduce a unified education

mobile library were set free
from the police station yester-
day while police took the
librarian along with the mobile

ensure livelihood of the rural

communities as well as generat-

INgrevenueincomes.
Concerted effort of all is

beended bythismonth.

Giving an' overview of the
project, IUCN Country
Representative Dr Ainun Nishat

edge to ensure sustainable
development, he said the gov-
emment is planning to use the
co-management approach in

Several hundred students of
Rajshahi University of
Engineering and Technology
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mote humanity and justice.

Dr Jamal, born in 1939 in
Jhenidah, had studied and
taught at renowned institu-
tions abroad.

He came backhome in 1986
and joined the Chittagong
University where he estab-
lished the Centre for
Mathematical and Physical
Sciences.

"Since my childhood, I have
always dreamt of working for
my country,” said Prof Jamal,
who refused a job offer from
Cambridge University only to
come back to the country.

Over 50 international sci-
ence conferences were held in
his research centre in the last 20
years, Dr Jamal said, adding
that Chittagong could be made
the second Shantiniketan.

He urged the government to
provide more allocations for

and total literacy rate by 2017
targeting to make digital
Bangladesh by2021.

However, Awami League at
its election manifesto pledged
that they would work to get
100 percent children enrolled
by 2010 and total literacy rate
by 2014.

The minister said this ata
seminar on 'Primary and
Informal Education' at the
auditorium of Directorate of
Primary Education (DPE) In
the capital where three key-
note papers on primary
education system, registered
and community primary
school system, and informal
education system were pre-
sented.

“Our primary education is
running with many limitations,
especially with remaining 50
percent dropouts and many
villages where there are no
primary schools. So, we will

DPE Director General Shymal
Kanti Gosh said dropout,
extreme poverty, infrastruc-
ture development, decentrali-
sation, policy reforms and
establishment of ICT are the
main challenges in primary
education.

State Minister for Primary
and Mass Education Motahar
Hossain said they will improve
the quality of primary schools
through expanding primary
education to class eight and
introducing same curricula in
all types of primaryschools.

Acting Secretary to Primary
and Mass Education Ministry
Badrul Alam Tarafder con-
ducted the seminar where
former VC of Jahangirnagar
University Kazi Saleh Ahmed,
informal education bureau
director general Rejaul Kader
and Save the Children USA
Director M Habibur Rahman
also took part.

The 10th death anniversary of
Prof Dr Ahmad Sharif, a
renowned scholar, researcher
and a forerunner of free
thought movement, was
observed yesterday.

On the occasion, Swadesh
Chinta Shangha arranged a
memorial lecture and award
giving function at the
Business Studies Faculty
auditorium of Dhaka
University.

Indian intellectual and
former vice-chancellor of
Vishwa Bharati University
Prof Amlan Dutta delivered
the memorial lecture.

Sector Commander Col
(retd) Quazi Nur-uz-Zaman,
Biruttam, and eminent jour-
nalist and cultural activist
Kamal Lohani was honoured
with this year's commemora-
tion awards.

Prof Dutta in his speech

ofhis assault.

At around 8:00pm, around
one hundred students went to
the station and met with the
stationmaster and demanded
punishment to the responsi-
ble ticket sellers.

Then the ticket sellers
along with some local youths
chased the Ruet students.
They also assaulted the agitat-
ing students, sources said.

Later, the students
returned to the campus and
staged a demonstration on the
campus and blocked Dhaka-
Rajshahi highway.
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Former pro-vice chancellor
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