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Feasibility of proportional
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EMOCRACY is not a monochromatic
institution. It has many shades and
colours. The underlying principle is

that the rulers or the supreme govern-

ing body should be elected by the
owner-members of the country or the

¢

organisations. The process of election
is not uniquely defined; it differs across
countries and organisations. In this
paper we will discuss about election of
the chief executive of the countrythe
president or the prime ministerand the
apex law making body, the parliament,
the congress, the diet or the duma,

whatever be it. For national elections
we also take it for granted that each
person has one vote, unlike corporate
democracy where share holder's vot-
ing entitlement depends on the num-
berofshares held by him.
Mathematical logic postulates that
the candidate who wins the highest

number of votes should be declared
winner in the election. Nobody can
question the validity of this axiomatic
formula. This appears so compelling
and convincing at once. Reality is,
however, different. Electoral archives
are replete with instances where the
winner chief executive or his/her rul-

on in Bangladesh

ing party did not pull the highest num-
ber of total votes cast. They were
declared elected on the basis of an
accepted formula which defies mathe-
matical logic. In case of presidential
elections in the USA the candidate who
wins the highest number of electoral
college as distinct from the total votes

cast by the citizens of the country is
declared the president. This has a
strong semblance to unequivocally
despised "basic democracy” system
introduced by president Ayub Khan in
Pakistan. In case of Westminster type of
parliamentary democracy that we
follow in Bangladesh, the country is
divided into a number of constituen-
cies, say 300 and one member of parlia-
ment (MP)is elected from each constit-
uency. The MPs in turn elect the Prime
Minister, the chief executive in the
parliamentary system of democracy,

A leaving aside other intricate subtleties
of the process. The aggregate votes
pulled by the MPs who voted for the
prime minister is not counted. It might
so happen, as it did in reality on many
occasions, that the aggregate votes
pulled by the supporters were much
less than those pulled by his or her
opponents in the parliaments. The
country therefore may be governed by
a chief executive who represents
minority of citizens, an anathema to
the conceptofdemocratic polity.

At is relatively, simple. 1o ta
way out for the presidential systerm of
government. A country may opt for
direct voting for the presidential candi-
date as Bangladesh did when it had a
presidential system of government.
There is not much controversy about

this undiluted form of direct election in
3 a unitary system of government. There
3 may be practical reasons for distorting
g the formula in a federal system of gov-
= ernment, the principal one being the
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