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protest at the seat plans rear-
ranged by Speaker Hamid.

In the new layout, they
including Oli Ahmed, lone MP
from the Liberal Democratic
Party, were allotted live seats
in the front row and four in the
second row.

Hamid's predecessor
Jamiruddin Sircar, who was
elected speaker in the previ-
ous parliament from BNP
gave the opposition members
10 seats in the first row and 12
in the next.

His decision annoyed the
AL-led ruling alliance as some
of their senior lawmakers and
even minsters did not get
seats in the first two rows on
the left of the speaker's
podium.

The new speaker tried 1o
resolve the matter through
talks between chief whips ot
the treasury and opposition.
But as none agreed to budge
on their stance, he reorgan-
ised the seating arrangements
on the basis of proportional
representation.

But his seat plans had the
BNP-led MPs riled up. They
announced they would keep
staying off the House unless
the speaker reverts to the
previous seat chart.

Hamid turned down the
demand, and said he would
try to give the opposition one
or two more front-row seats if
possible in the current session
orin the next.

Finally, an end to the stale-
mate appeared to be in sight at
the chief whip-level talks
mediated by the speaker on
February 19.

Though both sides stayed
mum about the status of the
negotiations, the same day
BNP chairperson asked the

party lawmakers to convene
yesterday to decide whether to
join parliament.

At yesterday's meeting, the
opposition MPs condemned
the government for “denying
the leader of the opposition
the status she deserves as per
the protocol” during wreath-
laying at the Central Shaheed
Minaron February 21.

They also expressed con-
cern over “price hike of essen-
tials, electricity crisis, repres-
sion on their leaders and
activists and violence
unleashed by Chhatra
League™

Japan to provide
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Grid Company of Bangladesh
in Haripur.

The objective of the Central
Zone Power Distribution
Project is to improve the qual-
ity of power distribution by
developing and revamping the
existing power distribution
facilities and strengthening
theirinstitutional capacity.

The PDB will implement
the project in greater
Mymensingh and Sylhet
districts.

The bridge improvement
project aims at promoting
reliable and efficient transpor-
tation by replacing, rehabili-
tating and cunstrucu’nﬁ small
and medium sized bridges in
eastern Bangladesh.

Secretary of Economic
Relations Division M
Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan
and Japan Ambassador
Masayuki Inoue on behalf of
respective governments
signed the exchange of notes.

State Minister for Power
advocate Shamsul Hoque
Tuku and Japan's State
Secretary for Foreign Affairs
Seiko Hashimoto attended the
signing ceremony.

[llegal industries
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crore taka will be wasted if

they do not get clearance,”
said State Minister Advocate
Mostafizur Rahman Fizar.
Replying to a query of AL
lawmaker Jahid Ahsan Russell,
the state minister said thisis a
complicated issue and he
thinks the House should hold
discussion on it to determine

He said the amount of
forestland across the country
isaround 2.52 million hectares
and the forest department has
control on 1.52 million hect-
ares.

LANDLESS FAMILIES

In reply to a query of ruling
alliance lawmaker Lutfar
Rahman, Land Minister
Rezaul Karum Hira told the

{the ways to resolve the pfob-=~House" that 'the" fiimber of

lem.

He also said his ministry
has got bad image because of
corruption and urregulanties
during the rule of immediate
pastalliance government.

At that stage, Speaker
Advocate Abdul Hamid who
was presiding over the sitting
urged the state minister to
initiate steps to come out of
the crisis.

During the question-
answer session, the ruling
alliance lawmakers also
alleged that massive corrup-
tuon and irregularities have
occurred in the forest depart-
ment during the tenure of the
BNP-led alliance government.
They also demanded actions
against those involved in the
misdeeds.

InresponsetoaqueryofAL
lawmaker Gias Uddin Ahmed,
the state minister in his
scripted answer said the forest
department has lost control of
around 1.30 lakh hectares of
forestland.

“The forestdepartment has
lost control over the land due
to increasing number of land-
less people, industrialisation,
unplanned urbanisation and
otherreasons,” hesaid.

Fizar said legal action is
being taken against the grab-
bers. "Recovery of forest land
from the possession of land-
less people through involving
them in social forestationisan
ongoing process,” he said.

Thank you readers
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will no doubt prove a serious
challenge yet the fundamen-
tals are still positive enough to
make us hopeful. The prime
requirement 1s good gover-
nance, to establish which this
newspaper will continue to
serve its readers with "journal-
15.0 without fear or favour”.

As the supplement proves,
your favourite newspaper, The
Daily Star, has come a long
way. This has only been possi-
ble due to the generous sup-
port of our readers, patrons
and advertisers, who have
made us the unquestioned
leader of English language
journalism in the country.
Please accept our grateful and
sincere thanks,

Just as we are humbled by
the massive support we have
received over the last 18 years,
so are we emnboldened to serve
the cause of democracy, good
governance and people's right
to know with greater determi-
nation and professionalism.
We pledge our readers and
well-wishers to improve the
quality and extent of our
coverage and opinions even
further and serve our country

better in the comingdays.
--Editor

landless families is around
39,55,000 in the country
according to Agri Sample
Survey 2005 conducted by
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS).

The land minister said the
area of Khas land fit for distri-
bution among the landless
families is 2,97,689 acres,
including around 1,91,714
acresofagriculturalland.

He said the government
has planned to distribute khas
land among the landless
families in next financial year.

In reply to a query of
Workers' Party lawmaker
Rashed Khan Menon, the land
minister said his ministry does
not have any exact statistics
on the number of farmers,
who cultivate others' land.

However, the minister said
the number of such farmers
was 77,82,315 according to the
Sample Survey 2005 of BBS.
COLLABORATORS
In reply to a query of ruling
alliance lawmaker Shahriar
Alam, State Minister for
Liberation War Affairs said the
governmentdoes nothave any
list of the names of collabora-
tors and members of peace
commirtteesof1971.

“Steps will be taken to
prepare the list if the govern-
ment so decides,” the state
minister said.

BICL
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shocked BTCL employees by
attending office and sitting on
the MD's chair. MD of BTCL
Ashraful Alim went on leave
lastweek to attend to his ailing
mother, sources said.

The contract appointment
of Khabiruzzaman was issued
yesterday.

A former MD of loss-
Incurring Telephone Shilpa
Sangstha (TSS),
Khabiruzzaman was known to
have written a book on
Bangabandhu prior to the
2001 parliamentary elections
and another one on Ziaur
Rahmanimmediately after the
election in which BNP came
outvictorious,

Khabiruzzaman was forced
(o retire in 2002 on completion
of his 25 years in service. He
was due toretire in 2004.

Sources said when the
BTCL is passing a major tran-
sitional period, this appoint-
ment looked disastrous.
“These are the times when the
BICL, which began opera-
tions as a company only last
year, should have a dynamic
and younger chief...not an
on-contract managing direc-

tor who is over 60," com-
mented a BTCL official.

The approved agreement
will decide the terms and
cnnd;'tiuns of his two-year
appointment,

—

[ran to begin
operation of
1st N-power

plant

AP, AFP, Tehran

[ran's official news agency says
the country's first nuclear
power plant will begin prelimi-
nary phase operation on
Wednesday after a series of
delays.

The Sunday report by the
[RNA agency says “piot stage
operation” of the power plant
will start on Wednesday during
a visit by the head of Russia's
state Rosatom Atomic
Corporation, Sergey Kiriyenko.

Thelong-awaited 1,000-MW
power plant, which was built in
the city of Bushehrwith the help
from Russia under a $1 billion
contract, was expected to
become operational in fall of
2008.

Some 700 [ranian engineers
were trained in Russia to oper-
ate the plant.

Tehran also plans to build a
360-megawatt nuclear power
plant in Darkhovin, in the
southwestern Khuzestan prov-
ince.

Meanwhile, Iran's parlia-
mentary speaker Ali Larjani on
Saturday told former German
chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
that it is impossible to deprive
Tehran of nuclear technology
for peaceful uses.

“Iran has observed interna-
tonal regulations and depriv-
ing Iran of nuclear technology
and energy for peaceful pur-
poses is impossible,” Larijani
told Schroeder'during a meet-
ing in Tehran, according to state
broadcaster.

The latest remarks by
Larijani, a former nuclear nego-
tiator for Iran, came after the
International Atomic Energy
Agency on Thursday said [ran is
continuing to enrich uranium,
potentially a stage in making an
atomic bomb, but has slowed
down the expansion of its
enrichmentactivities.

Tehran and Western powers
are at loggerheads over Iran's
controversial nuclear
programme. The West suspects
the programme is aimed at
acquiring atomic weapons, a

‘chargeTehran denies_ .. “we ;

Schroeder, who 1S on an
unofficial visit to [ran, met top
officials of the Islamic republic,
including hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

During his meeting with
Larijani, the former chancellor
praised Iran's “positive and
constructive role 1In
Afghanistan”.

Wildlife
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and found no significant
impact on the wildlife by the
SeiSmic survey.

The US-based Chevron
conducted a 2D seismic sur-
vey from January to June last
year at Lawachhora as part of
its gas exploration in
Moulvibazar gas field. During
the survey, it had to cause
thousands of low-range explo-
sions in the forest raising
criicism that sounds have
scared off birds and animals.

Local environmental
groups--Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela) and
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) -- opposed the survey
arguing that this would bring
serious impact on the flora
and fauna of the country's
reserve forest.

The Lawachhara Forest is
popular globally, as it is the
home to 167 species of plants,
large number of species of
animal and bird and the
Khasiatribal.

Official sources said IUCN
was officially involved in the
survey to monitor the impact
during and after the survey,
IhelUCN submitted its report
to the authorities.

IUCN Programme
Coordinator Dr. Ragibul Alam,
who led the study, said their
main emphasis was to deter-
mine the possible impact of
the seismic survey on the
biodiversity of the
Lawachhora Forest and the
main focus was on the
Hoolock Gibbon.

Before the survey, there
were 12 families of Hoolock
Gibbon. “But after survey we
found 13 families, which
proved the rare species of
animals living only in
Lawachhara Forest have not
fled or displaced. Other ani-
mals have also not fled by the
seismicsurvey,” he added,

Meanwhile, the officials of
the Bela and Bapa who had
expressed concern over the
possible damage of the nature
have not conducted any post-
survey study at the
Lawachhara Forest.

Bela officials told UNB they
did not conduct any survey as
the government has decided
not to carry out any seismic
activities within the forest in
future.

NEWS

Information secy
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Fazlul Karim alias Abu Karim

with the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court of Dhaka
for committing the offence.

After the hearing,
Metropolitan Magistrate
Kanika Bishwas recorded
statement of the complainant
and fixed March 2 for order on
the issue subject to submis-
sionofacopyofthe book.

In his complaint, Helal
mentioned that the accused
had written a verse titled
'‘Baganey Phutey Achhey Anek
Golap' in February 2006 and
the Suchipatra Prokashana
published the book in
Ekushey Book Fairin 2008.

The Daily Amader Samoy
published an excerpt from the
book on February 20 this year
and the complainant learnt it
from the daily. The daily
quoted different important
points from the verse that
defamed, undermined and
criticised Bangabandhu .and
his family members.

In the book, the writer
called Bangabandhu Latfur
Rahman and also called him
Alubokhra, Sheikh Kamal
Kamalakoli, Sheikh Jamal
Jamtoli and Sheikh Russel
Roskali, the complainantsaid.

Such defamatory writings
have damaged and under-
mined the image of

Bangabandhu's living family
members-- Sheikh Hasina,
Sheikh Rehana-- and his party
Bangladesh Awami League
andits frontorganisations.

It also damaged the image
of all leaders and activists of
Bangladesh Awami Olama
League.

The accused defamed the
independence achieved
through molestation of two
lakh mothers and sisters and
the sacrifices of 30 lakh mar-
tyrs. Such heinous offences
and activities are subversive to
the state as well as to the disci-
plines, the complainant
added.

Meantime, 1n a statement,
leaders of Dhaka City Awami
League (AL) yesterday
expressed their resentment
over the defamation of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family mem-
bers.

City AL acting president
MA Aziz and acting general
secretary advocate Kamrul
Islam urged the authorities
concerned to dismiss the anti-
independence and dissident
secretary from the service and
take him to book.

The leaders also urged to
take stringent actions against
the publisher of the book
under the Press and
Publications Act.

Some expats
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Police and Rab sources said

the arrested J]MB men dis-
closed that they have a num-
ber of hideouts in Gazipur and
elsewherein the country.

During interrogations,
recently detained JMB chief
coordinator and its Sura com-
mittee member Mohtasim
and its military wing leader
Mamunur Rashid confessed
that they set up most of their
dens in and around the capital
and in the northern part of the
country, sources said.

Gazipur Police Super Abdul
Baten admitted that the JMB
had setup anumberofdens in
the area.

He, however, said, "The
thiscovery of the' TMB* dens’'in
the houses of the expatriates
do not prove that all the hide-
outs of the militant outfit are
set up in expatriates' houses,"
adding, "We are investigating
whether the arrested JMB
operatives have any link with
the owners ofthe houses."

Sub-inspector of Joydevpur
Police Station Nazmul Islam
Khan who led the drive and
arrested the JMB men at East
Kalomeshwar village, told The
Daily Star, "The caretaker of
the house had gone into hid-
ing before the drive was con-
ducted. If he is arrested, we
can getmore information."

Lt Col Md Abdul Majid,
director of Rab intelligence
wing, told The Daily Star, "JMB
has set up dens at various
places in and around the
capital and also in the north-
ern partofthecountry.”

"A number of expatriates
who support JMB provide it
with financial support,” Majid
said, adding, "The JMB opera-
tives also operate some taxi-
cabs for income and also their
own transport purpose if
necessary."

Rab Director General
Hasan Mahmood Khandaker,
however, declined to disclose
the sources of JMB's funding
and explosives.

Inspector General of Police

(IGP) Nur Mohammad said,

"We earlier found that some
NGOs also finance the mili-
tantoutfit.”

"A few expatriates who
sympathise with the militant
outfit might provide supports
to the JMB operatives,” the
IGP said.

He said the JMB men col-
lected huge cache of explo-
sives from neighbouring
countries and made grenades
and bombs for carrying out
attacks.

“The organisation did not
develop overnight. So it would
take time to root it out,” the
[GPadded.

Sources said since the
countrywide serial blasts by
JMB on August 17, 2005, the
law-enforcers arrested over
500 JMB leaders and activists
with over 700 grenades and
bombs and 2,000 kgs of explo-
Sives.

Of the arrestees, seven are
Suracommittee members, 112
Ehsar members, nine Gaebi
Ehsar members, 21 suicidal
attackers, 369 activists and 32
supporters.

No more bills
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bills in the House for passing
and two ordinances for scrap-
ping, the speaker, the law
minister and the chief of a
parliamentary body agreed
that the ordinances do not
require further scrutiny. They
were of the opinion that a
parliamentary special com-
mittee has already completed
this job.

Following their opinions,
two bills for making the
Electoral Rolls Ordinance,
2007, and Election
Commission (EC) Secretariat
Ordinance, 2008, into laws
were not sent to the parlia-
mentary standing committee
onlawministry for scrutiny.

But the bill titled
Citizenship Amendment Act,
2009, which was placed in
parliament Thursday was sent
to the parliamentary standing
committee on home ministry
for scrutiny even though the
special committee had picked
the ordinance for ratification.

The special committee
could not properly scrutinise
the 122 ordinances promul-
gated just before and during
the tenure of the immediate
past caretaker government
duetoinsufficient time.

Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Shafique Ahmed yesterday
placed two bills titled
Electoral Rolls Act, 2009, and
Election Commission
Secretariat Act, 2009, in parlia-
ment.

When the speaker urged
the law minister to propose for
sending the bill on electoral
roll to the standing committee
for scrutiny, the law minister
said the bill did not require
further scrutiny as the special
committee of the Jatiya
Sangsad earlier scrutinised

the ordinance.

[n defence for not sending
the bills to the standing com-
mittee for scrutiny, the special
committee placed its reportin
the House recommending
ratification of the ordinances.

"So, there is no need for
sending the bills to the com-
mittee for scrutiny,” the law
minister said.

Speaker Abdul Hamid, who
was presiding over the assem-
bly, echoed the same view,

He, however, invited opin-
ion from Suranjit Sengupta,
chief of the parliamentary
standing committee on the
law ministry. Suranjit said he
had noobjection toit.

The law minister then
proposed the House to con-
sider the bill for passing.

The immediate past care-
taker government led by
Fakhruddin Ahmed promul-
gated the Electoral Rolls
Ordinance, 2007, to prepare
fresh voter list with photo-
graphs and the EC Secretariat
Ordinance to make it free from
the control of any government
ministries or divisions.

The law minister, however,
did not place another bill
titled Money Laundering
(amendment) Act, 2009,
although itwas included in the
orderofthe day.

The special committee of
the Jatiya Sangsad scrutinised
122 ordinances and placed
report in the House recom-
mending ratification of 54 of
them.,

Following the committee's
recommendations, the
respective ministers started
placing bills for making the
ordinances into laws. Till

‘yesterday, only three out of the

recommended 54 ordinances

:Tlre placed in parliament as
iis.

Popular writers'
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by Humayun Ahmed," said
Mazharul Islam, chief executive
of Anya Prokash.

"His new title 'Ballpoint’ -- a
compilation of anecdotes of an
author's journey to becoming a
writer -- is my bestseller so far,"
[slam said.

“We have already sold
30,000 copies of the book till
today,” he said adding that the
book has attracted readers of all
ages.

“Jibanpur' and 'First Boy
Second Boy' by Imdadul Haque
Milon top the sales list at
Anonya Publication. Publisher
Monirul Haque said around 40
per cent of the total sales at
Anonya were from Milon's
books.

“Sale of Jafar Igbal's sci-fi
'‘Octopus er Chokh' alone has
fetched at Tk 18 lakh so far this
year," said Apollo Isalm, a repre-
sentative of Anupam
Prokashoni.

Publisher of Pearl
Publications Hasan Tarique
said “We have already sold 17,
000 copies of 'Meyetir Nam
Narina' by Jafar Igbal, 8000
copies of 'Maya' by Anisul
Hoqueand

4, 000 copies of ' Baundele'
by SumantaAslam.”

Officials of Shomoy
Publication said demand for
books by Jafar Igbal, Humayun
Ahmed, Anisul Hoque and
Sumanta Aslam remains high-
estatthe fair,

Meanwhile, a total of 70 new
titles arrived at the fair yester-
day. These include five story
collections, 12 novels, 19 books
on poetry and 10 autobiogra-
phies.

A total of 18 books were
ceremoniously unveiled at the
fair yesterday.

Media personality Sara
Zaker along with Tuktuki and
Halum -- the two main charac-
ters of popular children's TV
series 'Sisimpur' -- unveiled the
cover of two bookstitled 'Halum
Jabe Anekdur' by Shah Alam
and "Tuktuki Jakhan Boro Hobe'
by M Aslam Liton brought out
byBracPublication.

Class IV student
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she competed at a national

poetry recitation competi-
tion in Dhaka organised by
the Directorate of Primary
T el oy e s e o

She won the first prize in
poetry recitation at the com-
petition held in May 2008.
Soon after she thought of
building the Minar with her
prize money of Tk 5,000 and
shared her thoughts with her
parents Apu Prantice and
Shyamoli Prantice.

Her parents talked to the
school authority and they
appreciated the young girl's
thoughtfulness. Paramita's
elder sister contributed to
the fund with money she
won in a government schol-
arship and her parents also
made a contribution.

Nawab Ali Abbas Khan a
JP lawmaker of Moulvibazar-
2 who is also the grandson of
the founder of the school
Nawab Al Amzad Khan
inaugurated the Shaheed
Minar.

Ali Abbas Khan
announced.at the ceremony
that he was so touched by the
young girl's gesture that he
has decided to put forward a
proposal to the parliament
that Shaheed Minars be built
at every single school across
the country.

7 JMB men
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Branch of Police (DB) pro-
duced Nasrin Akhter, Zahid,
Masud and Atique before the
Chief Judicial Magistrate's
Court praying for a 10-day
remand each and Chief
Judicial Magistrate
Mohammad Anwar Pasha
granted their prayer.

Gazipur police arrested
them with three grenades,
bomb-making materials and
books on jihad at a house in
East Kalomeshwar village.

In Jamalpur, Police pro-
duced Abdullahel Kafi,
Mehedi Igbal Ripon and
Shamsul Hag before a
Jamalpur court seeking a
seven-day remand each. The
court granted the police
prayer.,

Police arrested JMB opera-
tives Kafi, Ripon and Shamsul
at Shekherbhita in Jamalpur
town Saturday.

Meanwhile, Home Minister

Sahara Khatun informed the

parliament of forming a three-
member probe 'committee
headed by deputy inspector
general (DIG) of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID). She said the committee
was asked to submit its report
within three working days,

The home minister said her
government is determined to
identify those who are
involved in militancy, their
financer and arms and explo-
sives suppliers. She assured
the House of their exemplary
punishment.

DHAKA MONDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2009

Govt plans

FROM PAGE 1
lawmaker Zafar Igbal

Siddiqui, the planning minis-
ter said preparations are
complete for signing a deal to
buy anti-ship missiles for the
navy at an estimated costof Tk
120 crore this year.

The matter is now awaiting
the government's approval.
Besides, work is on to set up
anti-aircraft missile systems
on the most modern frigate at
the navy'sdisposal.

The leading-edge ship was
purchased during the AL rule
in 1996-2001. On coming to
power in 2001, the BNP-led
four-party government
decommissioned the ship
equipped for both peacetime
and war on grounds of corrup-
tion in the purchase, It also
sued Sheikh Hasina and some
others for the alleged graft.

The planning minister also
said a process is underway to
replace three frigates aged
over 50 years with new ones.

Different countries are
already being approached to
that end, he said adding that
these are long-term plans to
prepare the navy to meet the
challengesof21stcentury.

“An international tender
has already been floated 1o
purchase choppers and air-
craft to strengthen maritime
patrol and also to turn the
navy into a three-dimensional
force,” said Khandker, also
former air force chief.

For the army, he continued,
the government will purchase
helicopters, tanks, armoured
personnel carriers, anti-tank
and -aircraft missiles, sniper
rifles, explosives, night vision
equipment, modern radio
devices, vehicles and other
necessary hardware in the
current fiscal year.

The government also plans
to upgrade training for the
army personnel by setting up
simulators at 27 training
establishments. “"Our stan-
dard of training has been
lauded all over the world,” the
planning minister said.

For the air force, he said,
the government has plans to
purchase modern aircraft and
cutting-edge equipment. The
plans will be implemented
gradually.

Stressing the need for

|| Taising air-strength, Khandker

said the air force gives neces-
sary assistance to the army
and navy in rescue and relief
operations during emergen-
cies at home and abroad and
defend the airspace.

The previous AL govern-
ment purchased éight MiG-29
hghters for the air force. The
last BNP government brought
charges against Hasina and
others for corruption in that
purchaseaswell.

[n reply to a query from AL
lawmaker Akram Hossain
Chowdhury, State Minister for
Liberation War Affairs Captain
(retd) AB Tajul Islam told the
House that 3,713 members of
the armed forces laid down
their lives during the
LiberationWarin 1971 accord-
ing to thelist of defence minis-
try.

Citing government statis-
tics, he said 2,10, 581 freedom
fighters joined the war, and of
them, 25,505 were from the
defence force.

Unstarred questions on
defence purchase were not
discussed in parliament yes-
terday.

DU denies
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beyond their control.

"We set Khaleda Zia's arrival
time in between 12:10am and
12:15am for her wreath-placing
and accordingly informed her
press secretary but she arrived
at 12:23am,” DU Proctor Saiful
[slam Khan, also the member-
secretary of Amar Ekushey
Uddjayapan Committee, told
The Daily Staryesterday.

"We talked about her armival
time and made it clear at several
meetings of the Ekushey
Uddjayapan Committee. A
number of pro-BNP-Jamaat
teachers were also present at
those meetings”, said proctor
Saiful.

"Traditionally Khaleda had
the privilege to place floral
wreath at the Shaheed Minar as
the leader of the opposition
after the president, prime min-
ister (PM) and speakers,” he
added.

Saiful said after the president
and PM had left the spot secu-
rity personnel allowed several

. organisations to enter through

the university gymnasium gate
and the university administra-
tion got to do nothing with the
advancingcrowd.

Proctor further said, sensing
something might go wrong, DU
vice chancellor, pro-vice chan-
cellor and he himself immedi-
ately rushed to see Khaleda Zia
off.

"But some BNP leaders and
senior JCD leaders behaved
indecently with the VC", he
alleged.

BNP's students front
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
yesterday staged demonstra-
tions on DU campus protesung,
what they said, the ‘partisan
stance ofthe DU high-ups.

JCD alleged that due proto-
colwasnotgiven to Khaleda Zia.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), AL's
students wing, also staged
demonstrations on the campus
protesting participation of
hundreds of outsiders in the
JCD protestrally yesterday.

Following demonstration at
noon by JCD and BCL activists a
tense situaton was prevailing
on the DU campus.

[Lankan forces kill 65
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estimated the ITTE to have
three aircraft of which one was
destroyed a fewmonths ago and
the othertwoon Friday.

The defence authorities had
claimed that the Sri Lanka Air
Force (SLAF) destroyed the first
aircraft on September 9 when
the LTTE carried out an air and
ground attack on the air force
baseinVavuniya.

In the Friday's attack, two
light aircraft of the beleaguered
LTTE had bombed Colombo,
hitting the main Revenue
Department building near Air
Force Headquarters and killing
at least two persons and injur-
Ing 55 others before being shot
down.

Nanayakkara said that each
plane cammed 215 kilograms of
C4 explosives.

Meanwhile, the number of
people killed in a Tamil Tiger
attack against a wvillage in east-
emn Sri Lanka has nisento 21, the
defence ministry said on
Sunday.

Gunmen from the
LiberatnonTigersofTamil Eelam
(LI'TE) stormed the predomi-
nantly Sinhalese village of
Kirimetiya late Saturday and
opened fire on residents, the
ministry said.

It had initially said 10 people
were killed and five wounded,
but the authorities found more
bodies and raised the toll to 21
killed and 20 wounded.

Thebodies of 14 people were
brought to the main hospital in
the district capital of Amparaon
Sunday, a hospital official told
AFP.

The UN's top humanitarian
relief official, John Holmes,
appealed to the government
and the rebels to spare non-
combatants as the warring
factions appeared set for a final
showdown.

Holmes said civilians were
dying every day inside the war
zone, where government troops
are fighting to crush the Tigers'
decades-long armed campaign
foranindependentTamil home-
land.

"l urge both sides to do
everything they can for a peace-
ful and orderly end to avoid a
final bloody battle," he said on
Saturday at the end of his three-
dayvisitto Sri Lanka.

The Tamil Tigers dominated
about 18,000 square kilometres

(7,000 square miles) of territory
until the middle of 2007, when
the government launched its
military offensive.

The defence ministry on
Sunday said the number of
peoplekilled in a guerrillaattack
on a Sinhalese village in the east
of the island on Saturday had
risento 15.

It was the worst attack
against a village in the mult-
ethnic region in recent years,
officials said, adding that troop
reinforcements had been
rushed tothe area.

74 miners killed

FROM PAGE 16
by flames still burning in the
shaft, CCTV said.

The injured miners were
suffering from carbon monox-
ide poisoning, Xinhua
reported, citing doctors at a
nearby hospital. Exposure to
carbon monoxide, an odour-
less, colourless gas, canlead to
death.

The mine is owned by
Shanxi Coking Coal Group,
one of China's largest produc-
ers of coking coal, which is
used in the production of
steel. The company operates
28 mines.

No accidents have been
reported at the Tunlan mine in
the past decade, Xinhua said.
The mine produces 5 million
tons of coking coal a year,

Although China has
worked to cut mine accidents
by closing more than 1,000
dangerous small mines last
year, the country's mining
industry is still the world's
deadliest. About 3,200 people
died in coal mine accidents
last year, a 15 percent decline
from the previous year.

While China's safety record
is abysmal, the numbers mask
great disparities. Large, state-
run mines tend to have safety
records nearing those of
developed countries while
smaller mines have little or no
safety equipment and weak
worker training,

Government figures show
that almost 80 percent of
China's 16,000 mines are
small, illegal operations.
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