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Fuvernmenl after he chal-
enged the forced retirement
decision in the High Court, The
then BNP government
branded him as a loyalist of the

Awami League (AL).

The present government
made Ali Kabir, who was the
chairman of Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA), acting establishment
secretary after a week of assum-
ingoffice.

Sources in the administra-
ton said Ali Kabir's transfer
came amid an allegation that he
along with a few senior officials
was reshullling the administra-
tion on political consideration,
sidelining many who are alleg-
edly leaning to BNPand Jamaat.

“"He has made himself con-
troversial for his role in promo-
tion, postings and making
officers OSD (officer on speci:
duty) in the last one month,” a
senior official told The Daily Star.

anges

The officer said the new
establishment secretary is also
known as a loyalist of the new
government. So there is litde
chance that the new secretary
would reverse the reshuffling
policy, the official added.

Meanwhile, three additional
secretary-level officers were
also transferredyesterday.

Ataharul Islam, chairman of
the National Identity
Registration Authority, has
been made acting secretary of
the labour and employment
ministry.

Acting secretary of the expa-
triate welfare and overseas
employment ministry Sheikh
Mukhlesur has been made the
acting secretary of food and
disaster management minis-
try while additional secretary
of the industries ministry Ilias
Ahmed appointed as acting
secretary of the expatriate
welfare and overseas employ-
mentministry.
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Japanese State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Seiko Hashimoto calls on Prime Minister Shelkh Hasina

ather parliament office yesterday,

Death toll .
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Barguna, Muslim Choukidar,
55, son of late Kalai Choukidar,

and Shohag, 8.

The body of a boy aged
between 12 and 15 could not
beidentified.

Relatives of the missing
passengers are privately con-
ducting search operations
using trawlers, boats, fishing
nets. The official search opera-
tions were called off Thursday
evening, the very day the
launch went down.

Locals and relatives of
those who went missing
recovered six of the nine bod-
ies between 9:30am and
10:30am yesterday. Two others
were recovered around
12:30pm and a BIWTA speed-
boat recovered one around
2:30pm. Locals and relatives
recovered another body in the
evening.

Hayatul Islam Khan, assis-
tant commissioner of Barisal
Metropolitan Police, told The
Daily Star that two bodies
went down stream. A speed-
boat of the Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) was sent to recover
them but it managed to
recover one.

Locals, however, claimed
that they saw at least four
bodies going downstream.

A few hundred people are

< still” waiting ‘at' the spot for'
missing people.

Locals and relatives of the
victims recovered four bodies
Saturday.

The salvage operation
ended around 5:00pm
Thursday. The rescue opera-
tions were called off at 7:00pm
the same day with 27 bodies
recovered.

However, 14 bodies were

Hasina urges BNP to return to Sangsad
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orientation programme for the
members of ninth parliament,
where visiting Indian Lok
Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee also spoke.

Somnath in his speech said
Itis imperative to have a strong
opposition in the parliament to
make it effective, adding that
an understanding between the
treasury and the opposition
benches, and having mutual
respect for each other is very
Important.

Hasina, also the leader of
the parliament, urged her main
opposition BNP to return to the
House and uphold the dignity
of, the people's mandate by
presenting to the parliament
problems of the people, and
their hopes and aspiratidns.

She said the people's repre-
sentatves in the country could
not work for public welfare
uninterruptedly as ‘democracy
was repeatedly hindered by
martial laws oremergencies'.

"We didn't get to enjoy
uninterrupted democracy. So
our chance of experiencing the
parliamentary procedure was
also hindered," she said at the
inauguration of the four-day
programme in Hotel
Sonargaon of the capital.

National Democratic
Institute for International

| Affairs (NDI), a non-profit,

non-governmental US organi-

sation . for- supporting. demo-

cratic institutions and prac-
tices in the world, and the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) organ-
ised the programme for provid-
ing senior MPs, experts, and
international guests with a
forum for sharing the best
experiences of parliamentary
practices.

About the repeated inter-
ruption in democracy, Hasina
said at first martial laws are

ment significant, she urged
lawmakers to make it effective
rising above partisanship. "If
you fail to perﬁmn your Jilties
as lawmakers with your merits,
skills, and honesty, the people
will not vote for you the next
time," she warned.

The prime minister urged
the opposition to return to the
parliament saying, "Come to
the parliament. Let's uphold
the dignity of the people's
mandate. Your constructive
criticisms will show the gov-
ernment the way to public
welfare.”

Referring to the feud
between the majority and
minority coalitions in the
parliament over the seating
arrangement in the House,
Hasina said the speaker
already initiated a move to
resolve the problem, as the
ruling coalition does not look
at the opposition merely in
terms of their number. She
hoped that the opposition will
return to the House after they
are given one or two more seats
in the front row.

An accountable parliament
can fulfil public expectations,
she added urging the lawmak-
ers to think about how to
ensure the well being of the
people.

She advised the new MPs to
study more, to take advices
from their senior colleagues, to
know the country's laws, par-
liamentary rules of procedures,
and the code of conduct in
order to be able to enact laws
forthe country's development.

Ministers, advisers to the
prime minister, high govern-
ment officials, and diplomats
were present at the event,
amongothers.

The prime minister also
said it has become imperative
to come out of the old pattern

are discussed or debated in the
House, every lawmaker should
have enough knowledge about
the issues to play his or her due
role,

Whatever the lawmakers
say in parliament has to be
informative so that it can be of
some help to the government,
he said, adding thatitis good to
have heated argument in
parliament but any pandemo-
nium in the House is not desir-
able.

Somnath, also former
president of Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association
(CPA), said it is hard to com-

establishitthrough election.

"Through the parliamen-
tary democracy itis proved that
people are the supreme
authority,” he said, adding that
the accountability of the gov-
ernment is ensured through
parliament.

Urging the lawmakers to
show due respect to the
speaker, Somnath said it is the
responsibility and duty of the
lawmakers to obey the speaker,

He expressed his gratitude
to the people of Bangladesh for
establishing democracy and
urged all to work effectively to

J . o). Bt takeitforward.
plete all discussions sitting in Somnath hoped that India
parliamentfor200days ayear. and Bangladesh having similar

Underlining the impor-
tance of the opposition in
parliamentary democracy he
said, "Opposition is one of the
pillars in parliamentary
democracy. The opposition
can give important opinion
and the government can also
entertain those for the better-
mentofpeople.”

He however said the oppo-
sition should not oppose
everything for the sake of

culture and heritage can work
together not only for strength-
ening democracy, but also for
theirdevelopment.

Referring to the formation
of different parliamentary
forums including the ones on
issues related to women and
climate change in Lok Sabha,
he said the forums helped the
lawmakers acquire knowledge
on important issues that are

opposing only. not discussed often.
Somnath also said the Sﬂmfﬂath mentioned about
lawmakers should be in close theIndian Lok Sabha TV chan-

nel that covers parliamentary
activities without any interfer-
ence from government and
suggested that Bangladesh
should also have such a TV
'channel. -‘ |

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said they would con-
sider about such a TV channel
and hoped that the Jatiya
Sangsad speaker will take
necessary steps in thisregard.

Speaker Abdul Hamid also
spoke at the programme as the
special guest.

touch with people. "If you do
not get close to them, listen to
them, then how will you work
for theirwelfare."

He said the lawmakers
should be respectful and
friendly to each other and have
the mentality to work together
and listen to each other with
patence.

The Lok Sabha speaker said
whenever the parliamentary
democracy suffers a blow,
people grieve as democracy is
the desire of the people who
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Fund crunch hits GTCL
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cubic feet of gas a day against a
demand of 2,018 million cubic
feet of gas a day this year. But
the reality is different.

The 1,800 million cubic feet
of gas a day is not being sup-
plied at optimal pressure. The
need for the compressors has
become very urgent as low gas
pressure and lack of gas is
already causing 550megawatt
(MW) to 700MW er gener-
ation shortfall. Ghorashal and
Palash Urea Fertiliser factories
have suspended production
duetolowgas pressure,

Without the compressors,
new pipelines will fail to deliver
gas at pl:lrer pressure, jeopar-
dising upcoming power
projects, sources said.

In Titas gas supply area,
nearly 100 large industrial
consumers, who have already
invested crores of taka, are
withoutgas supply.

‘New industrial growth and
private investment will be
badly affected and discour-
aged. The major foreign
exchange earning sectors like
readymade garments will be
affected. Even, the future
import of gas from neighbour-
ing countries may be affected,
said a Petrobangla source,

Due to non-availability and
low pressure of gas, the supply
situation will worsen in June-
July when new ])uwer projects
with the total capacity of
700MW will be added to the
national grid. This will not help
improve the load shedding
scenario,

This summer power cuts
will increase between
1,000MWand2,000MW a day.

"While installing the com-
pressors will not immediately
help the gas supply system, we
should not plan on anything
without them because nothing
will work, " said an official.

The three compressor sta-
tions will increase gas pressure
and supplies to the old power
plants, plus ensure quality gas
supply to future power projects
like the 450MW and 150MW
Sirajganj schemes or the new
Haripur 360MW, Siddhirganj
300MW, Chandpur 150MW
schemes in Titas area and the
south-western and northern
regionsofthe country.

"Without the compressors,
the three new GTCL pipeline
projects will not be able to
transmit gas with adequate
pressure to run any power
plant or heavy industries. In
other words, the pipeline
projects themselves will not be
meaningful,” said a
Petrobanglahigh official.

"Gas is supplied at 1,000psi
(pounds per square inch) from
the gas fields to the national
pipeline grid. But as gas flows a
great distance, the pressure
falls. For instance, the gas

ressure drops to 600psi at
Eshuganj,"sm%thenfﬁcial. ,

Such drops are causing
Raozan power plants to pro-
duce only 160MW of power
though these can generate
360MW. Last week, the Tongi
BOMW power plant tripped due
to low gas pressure, Even
domestic gas supplies in

ur area of the capital are
being affected.
PROJECT DETAIL :
An ADB loan of $235 million
was offered to the government
in 2006. Of this fund, $189
million was given to the GTCL
for the compressors and three
pipelines while the rest was
marked as clean fuel project
and Petrobangla's manpower
training. %

Keeping around $14 million
as contingency budget from
the $189 million fund, the
GTCLheld separate tenders for
the pipeline and compressor
projects. '

The three pipeline projects
are: Monohardi-Elenga 30 inch
51km pipeline to transmit gas
to Sirajganj and up to Khulna;
Jamuna West-Nalka-
Bheramara 30 inch 98km, and
Bheramara to Khulna 20 inch
162km. The tenders for the two
latter projects are now in
advance stage while the first
one--the Monohardi-Elenga
pipeline--is in the primary
slage.

The Monohardi project is a
supply reinforcement scheme
as there is already another
pipeline.

The GTCL floated the first

tender for the compressors in
April, 2006, in which three
companies participated. It was
then alleged that some GTCL
officials in connivance with
bidder Punj Lloyd and com-
pressor vendor Solar were
manipulating the tender. The
ADB investigated the allega-
tion and permanently black-
listed Solar from the project
and other ADB-funded pro-
jects in the world for two years.
AGICL official was also fired.
The second tender was held in
January 23,2008, and closed on
June last year in which four
companies participated. ABB
and Hyundai qualified techni-
cally and their financial offers
were opened earlier this
month. Compressor stations
will be installed in Muchai,
Ashuganjand Elenga.
FINANCINGALTERNATIVES
The GTCL, Petrobanglaand the
energy ministfy had' béen
holding meetings for the last
two weeks to figure out how to
finance the project. The gov-
ernment already proposed to
the ADB to increase the loan.
The ADB refused and sug-
gested that the government
seekanewloan.

As a new loan is a time

consuming process, a
Petrobangla director suggested
that one of the compressors be
installed b{l oil company
Chevron at a higher cost under
production sharing contract
(PSC) with the Bibiyana Gas
Field.

Chevron has already sub-
mitted a proposal to install a
compressor station using
devices from Solar at the cost
of $52 million at Muchai;
whereas Hyundai's proposal
for a station there costs only
$40 million. The director
suggests that another com-
pressor be dropped from the
scheme for now and Hyundai

be asked to install just one |

COIMPressor. .

An official said, "In addition
to being a costly solution, the
question is why we should
involve Chevron in ijt?
Chevron's cost in Biblyana Gas
Field has been recovered under
the PSC and Petrobanglais now
enjoying 78 percent share as
free from Bibiyana's pro-
duction of 500 million cubic
feet of gas a day. Once we let
Chevron add this compressor
station, Chevron will recover its
cost on priority basis. Its share
will increase. We are giving our
own money--$12 million extra-
-to Chevron. This is not a good
optionatall.”

There are other solutions.

The GTCL believes that the
$38 million tender for
Monhardi-Elenga pipeline
project may be suspended for
now as its financial offer has
not been opened. As this is a
supply reinforcement project,
it can be delayed by a year
before new financing is avail-
able.

If this $38 million is diverted
and added to the existing $55
million, the GTCL instantly
gets $96 million ready. Plus, the

"

e e ———————

GTCL also has $14 million as ¥

contingency fund, making the
total $110 million available for
thejob.

“If the government
exempts 8.5 percent tax from
Hyundai's offer, the Hyundai
proposal slides downto $136.7
million. The remaining money
can easily be arranged by
bridge financing from the
government's Annual
Development Project (ADP)
allocation for the energy
sector,” said an official.

The government has allo-
cated to the energy sector Tk

. 784 crore under the ADP this
fiscal year Of this, only 20
percent has been utilised, the
rest of this huge fund is now
available for better use, the
official argued.

"If the government is going
to cancel this tender, a re-
tender will take a lot of time
and the price offers are likely
togoup,” the official added.
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