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Ekushey
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seen paying tribute at the
Central Shaheed Minar and
with Bangla letters painted on
their faces. The publishers' sale
expectation was sky-high.

People of all ages waited in
long queues to enter the fair.
The road outside the Mela
premises had a festive look with
huge gathenng of people and
displayof vivid colours.

Inside, the people were
gathering in stalls either to
browse the titles or buy. Cultural
programmes held in the fair
compound added colour to the
festuviry.

However, there was a lack of
qualitybooksonmusicin the fair.

‘I bought some books on
music butnone of these contain
theoretical analysis. There is a
lack ol academic education on
music or musicology. A great
reason for this is the absence of
analytical books on music in
our country while music itself is
an international language,” said
Sayem Rana, a music expert.

“There are lots of good books
on music in the internatonal
arena but these are not quite
available or being translated,”

Boi Mela

said Rana,

‘I have been coming to the
fair every day but I found almost
no standard books on music
other than those published by
the Nazrul Academy,” said
Bibekananda Das, a singer and
musicexpert,

“There are many maestros in
our country but they shy away
from publicity. The publishers
should approach and encour-
age them to write good books on
music,” said Bibek.

It was the beginning of the
last week of Amar Ekushey Boli
Mela. So there was a rush
among the young writers for
publishing their new books.
Theywere massing at the media
centres to announce their
upcoming titles.

The new books published in
the last few weeks include Ek
Chokkhu Rakkhosh by Maruf
Rehman, Ka-Mohila by Rashid
Jamil, Rough Khata by Dhrubo
Esh, Urbashi Shaaj by
Mosharraf Khan, Duronto Pakhi
(collection of poetry) by
Prashanta Kumar Saha,
Kathbirali Crossfire by Sontosh
Barua, Jontronar Prokhor

Rodeyby SoniaSayem.

CBA leaders
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reception to the newly elected

central CBA leaders.

The CBA leaders took up
their new posts, in style, hood-
winking therisks involved.

The programme was held at
the Key Point Installation (KPI)-
I area, which is a high risk zone
of a gas field that is offlimits to
general people. The place was
however left totally insecure
when locals thronged the area
on Friday night to join the cele-
brations.

Locals said that the food for
the programme was also
cooked at that site which has
inflammable deposits.

The event comes at a time
when there is renewed threat of
Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh activities in the
countryaswell.

Many locals have raised
questions how such a vulnera-
ble and sensitive area of a state
gas field, categorised as a KPI
zone, could be rendered so
Insecure for such a public gath-
efiggoinaimpontance.

Deputy General Manager
(DGM) Md Shahjahan of the
field himself attended the
programme as chief guest while
Md Matiur Rahman, the DGM
in charge of the security of the
held was a special guest. Md
Shahjahan said that he did not
wish to attend the event but was
forcedtodoso.

Other CBA leaders from
Dhaka, Brahmanbaria Titas Gas
Field, Habiganj Gas Field and
Narsingdi Gas Field also joined
the programme. Md Jahangir
Alam Sarkar, general secretary
of AL Comilla (North) district

committee and Md Toufiq Mir,
Jahapur UP Chairman and local
BNP leaders were other noted
guests.

The newly elected President
of BGF's central CBA Md Shah
Alam and General Secretary
Mamun Nazir said they were
pleasantly surprised by the
warmth of the reception
accorded to them by local
leaders.

Shah Alam claimed that the
organisers had collected the
money from amongst them-
selves for the event.

A BGF official, requesting
anonymity, however claimed
said that the Tk 10 lakh spenton
the programme had been
collected from among the 54
staff of the gas field as well as
workers ofother gas fields.

Though a staff earns a mea-
gre monthly salary of around six
to seven thousand taka only,
they each had to pay Tk 5-10
thousand under pressure from
CBAleaders, he claimed.

Md Nurul Islam, Managing

Director of the BGF told this

correspondent that the CBA
leaders arranged the reception
ontheirown and the two DGM's
of the field, Md Shahjahan and
Matiur Rahman participated in
the programme to ensure the
security.

The UNO Zakir Hossain of
Muradnagar and Thana
Additional Officer Md
Mainuddin told this correspon-
dent they could have arranged
for security at the venue had
theybeen asked forit.

They were not invited to the
programme.
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PHOTO: STAR
A visitor holds aloft a child to save her from the rush at the Amar Ekushey Boi Mela in the capital on

the International Mother Language Day yesterday.

BCL ransacks RU
provost room

They act on rumour of hall takeover by JCD men

RU CORRESPONDENT

Several hundred activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League's
Rajshahi University unit
ransacked the room of
Shaheed Habibur Rahman
hall provost and damaged
valuables, including the only
portrait of Shaheed Habibur
Rahman, early yesterday.

Sources Said the unruly
BCL activists entered the
provost room around 12:45am
and left everything of the
room, including furniture,
documents, books and tele-
phone sets, in amess.

BCL sources said Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) activ-
Ists held a secret meeting with
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) activists to occupy the
hall on the night. BCL pro-
tested the secret meeting and

engaged in an altercation with
ISD men over the matter,

But soon after placing
wreaths at Shaheed Minar,
several hundred BCL activists
went to the hall with iron rods
and hockey sticks and tried to
flush out JSD activists.

The BCL men then ousted
JSD activists from their rooms
and requested hall provost
Prof Saiful Islam Faruki over
phone to come to the spot and
seal off the rooms occupied by
JSD and JCD activists.

As Prof Saiful's arrival was
delayed, some BCL activists
started ransacking the room of
the hall provost in front of
huge number of police. BCL
men also set fire to the ban-
nersand placards of JSD.

Sayem Sabu, a journalist of
local Sonali Sangband, and
student Quaium were injured

duringthe melee.

At about 2:30am, hall pro-
vost along with additional
police rushed to the hall and
assured the BCL men that the
authorities would take action
against the JSD and JCD activ-
Ists responsible for the inci-
dent.

Police later raided the hall,
mainly the rooms occupied by
JSD and JCD, following
repeated demands from BCL.

During the raid, police
recovered a sharp weapon,
two hockey sticks and three
iron rods. But none was
arrested in this connection,
police said.

A large number of police-
men were deployed in and
around the central Shaheed
Minar to avert any untoward
incident,

Hillary tlies in China,calls
fOI‘ deeper tleS bt

Both countries pledge joint effort on economy, climate change

AFP, Beijing

The United States and China
glossed over differences on
human rights as they
pledged here yesterday to
work more closely in tackling
the global economic crisis
and climate change.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Chinese Foreign
Minister Yang Jiechi set the
stage for future joint action on

the two crises, as Chinese
actvists said police had sought
to muzzle them during
Clinton's high-profile visit.

Giving hope for a new era of
cooperation between the
world powers, the pair told a
press conference they had
already begun planning for the
Group of 20 summit in London
onApnl2.

The pair were to meet again
next month in the United

States to coordinate positions
for the summit where
Presidents Barack Obama and
Hu Jintao were to hold their
first meeting since Obama took
office in January:

Hillary Clinton told Hu that
she and Yang had "agreed in
principle to a strategic and
economic dialogue that we will
work on with the hope of hav-
ing you and president Obama
personallyannounceit.”

FROM PAGE 1

member of regular law
enforcement agencies or the
armed forces, or of any other
government office,

According to the bill, offi-
clals charged with the offences
would not be able 1o justify
their acts citing exceptional
circumstances whatsoever
including a state of war, inter-
nal political instability, a state
of emergency, and an order of
a superior officer or a public
authority.

The bill was submitted by
ruling Awami League (AL)
lawmaker Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, who is also the
party’'s organising secretary,
sources in the secretariat said.

The lawmaker drafted the
bill in conformity with the UN
convention against torture,
and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or pun-
ishment, which was adopted
onDecember 10, 1984.

Bangladesh signed on to
the convention led by a previ-
ous Al-led government on
October 5, 1998, promising to
create effective legislation,
and to take administrative,
judicial or other measures to
prevent acts of torture in its
territory.

The country’s constitution
also provides safeguard
againsttorture. Article 35 (5) of
the constitution addresses it
directly, saying, "No person
shall be subjected to torture or
to cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
ing punishment or treat-
ment.”

But no successive govern-
ment, including all AL-led
ones, made any move to enact
any law to prevent such inci-
dents.

Prior to the December 29,
2008 parliamentary election,
there was a rather long period
in the country, when a large
number of extra judicial kill-
ings, torture and abuses of
human rights were reported,
mainly during the regimes of
BNP-led alliance government
and the successive immediate
past military backed caretaker
government.

AL President Sheikh
Hasina, who assumed the
office of the premier after her
party won a landslide victory
in the December election, was
among the people who
strongly opposed extra judi-
cial killings and torture.

The premier on February
11 in the parliament also
warned of stern actions
against extra judicial killings,
saying her government will
form a committee to investi-
gate the torture and injustices
inflicted upon the people
during BNP-led government's
regime.

A number of senior leaders

T IR T

AT ST (1) 9T FEE

T, TAERI0

e faeefe

T A FEAF T 9947 2, wafs Bfe (G I oo A1Tz) W3 AR 8. b @ Yo" AR
(O SAZT e R ReRma o (TS (1-TW R/ -G A /e R e RS /s i afsee/
A1 [ AFSTH/CTTETS TP (F19) FF9/A3A02 38 2305 AT T390 WRE 20

\9

e

(Municipal Infrastructure)
Pourashava: Golapgan]
District: Sylhet

/€% Municipal Services Project
Emergency 2007 Flood Restoration and
Recovery Assistance Program

Invitation for Tender (IFT)

3 FEiera/fasm 2 | A-fgazs T
s | e T IFT No-05/2008-2009
= ot 7i%te e 2 | = v — 1. The People's Republic of Bangladesh has received credits from the International Development Association
: o PEaE mﬂ uﬁ — L] ewf;;; ﬁ;;nbjgfm:; !;TG ; — T ~ (hereinafter referred to as the IDA) towards the cost of the Emergency 2007 Flood Restoration and Recavery
f':mm TS '”__= st ) o i T Ly f‘:r: i 03)/3003-339, BIfs obr-03-300 Assistance Program (Municipal Infrastructure) and intends to apply part of the credits to cover eligible payments
< oLl LS i | TIR/IAYC-[3/FIR-03/300b-03 | : under the contracl(s) as mentioned in Para-2. Tenderer is open to all tenderer from eligible source countries as
b | R TR A P| TR TR AN R, 93 B (GO Afws con defined in the quidelines for: Procurement under IBRD loans and IDA credits.
MOAZ) 9N AP - 8, b 6 do fer fema | 2. The Local Government Engineering Department (LGED), Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh,
1 TR 371 42Ta ST 3| W-03-3003 | through Mayor, Golapganj Pourashava, District; Sylhet invites sealed tenders from eligible tenderers for the
s1fas kk implementation of the following works:
v | e geem R o T’i‘% 3| W-09-3003 WA SR AU TG | Contract Name of the work Bid security in Time for Price of bidding
» | o vzem wifeema org wte t | 29-09-2005 33 00 WD A4 | package Taka completion | document (Tk)
30 ﬁmm H9°. CATIY % AY-0O-A00D VY '®0o ‘i]‘Fﬁiﬂ I No. {_d&fﬁ)
3y | werza =ma 6 e GOL-FDR | a) Rehabilitation of Road from Ronkeli
famma w2oa foew () S) A =) () 97 A9, T2 T2 TS, 12 | 2007-04 :“U[;Ugasz}a t? Dharabohar Road, (Ch 0+00
FremTa vz e (i )  fastin 2t s o, LT 0 U+ooUm
et o ST 2 2 B i b) Rehabilitation of Road from Sita | Tk 1,50,000.00 180 2000.00
) o wfes, avm ava I, b/, (RGNS, B4 | guiyd :
+= - - Fulbari Puja Mondop Road in Ward No-1, | (one lac fifty
EOTS Yt | S AL () ST PR, AN G, A (Ch 0400 to 0+210m) thousand)
PR P t | Sl 4TI () 99 A9, T TR S, T C) Rehabiitation of Road from Digirpar
TS VTSI T IBE R e it = ) ad from  Digirpa
IR : oo . SATH C1-TA AT/ CT- T W/TTRATS / O] RCC Road to Rangai Bichrai Mosque
o afetm/aream Al afepr/cieers wEmam e () side Road (Ch 0+00 to 0+710 m)
— Lok d) Rehabilitation of Road from Mosru
so | ez adfwe e t | w37 e :rfts rﬁm«-ﬁfﬁ ﬁfm = A o1%) :Jr;.eﬂ zfa, Mistri House to Nurupara main BC Road
e e axfe fifa (GO afws o= o ) am (Ch 0+00 to 0+920m)
TR 728, b G 30 (T (U TTL ACE) | 3. The tenderers may inspect the tender documents, obtain further information and clarification at the office of the
38 | Fma 2o n 1 | UI#1-3,¢00 00 (UF ZTEMR AM5*13) TR (TCEASTANN) | Mayor, Golapganj Pourashava, District: Sylhet, Tel: 08227-56310 or the office of the Upazila qumeer,
oD 7% (6ra® @44 %A AA B1ara At ferr erzrera o Golapganj Upazila, District: Sylhet, Tel: ..... For award of contract, the tenderer must be qualified in post
2 el (AerZ/arH) qualification as specified in the tender documents.
Y | By A4 Cafb 2 B1%1-20,000,00 o (f&a) ez 4. A pre-tender conference will be held on 02-03-2009 at 11.00am in the office of the undersigned and all
X | 7 A A3 G 3 B121-3,90,000.00 o (f==) A9r% tenderers are requested to attend the conference on time. oy _
9 | =B A0 A4 (o6 @ corm a1d 3 B121-99.000.00 AGIIELL 5. A complete set of tender documents may be purchased by any eligible tenderer from the office of (i) the
ye | e waa wmretig A 3 | A4 ATATN (CafE). e T9E I, W | Project Director, Municipal Services Project [address: LGED Bhaban (Level-6) Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla
& | R wraEeTa : : - Nagar, Dhaka-1207] or (if) the Deputy Commissioner, District: Sylhet or (iii) the Executive Engineer, LGED.
5 faar i | fee, =fee o GN-mar, seen awia w970, aT, ATCAET | aga : . : : : : :
foom s FTRTeT : : District: Sylhet or (iv) Upazila Engineer, Upazila: Golapganj, District: Sylhet, or (v) the undersigned upon
59 o A 1| oBLbuI-9¢39) fundable | tioned in Para-2 for each set in the form of Pay -Order/Bank Draft
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from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh drawn in favour of the Mayor, Go&epgen] Pourashava, District: S\,.'Ihet.
Additional sets of tender documents may be purchased at the same price. The tender documents will be

avallable during office hours from 09.00am to 05.00 pm up to 11-03-2009,

6. Tenders shall be valid for a period of 63 (sixty three) days after tender opening and all tenders must be
accompanied by a tender security of amount as mentioned in table, Para-2, in lhe form ei_Benk DraftPay-
Order In favour of the Mayor, Golapganj Pourashava/Upazila Engineer, Golapganj Upazila, District: Sylhet.

7. Alltenders must be delivered to the office of the undersigned on or before 2.00pm on 12-03-2009.

8. Tenders will be opened at 2.15pm on 12-03-2009 at the office of the undersigned in presence of the tenderer
or their authorized representatives who choose to attend.

9. Tenderers may deliver/submit tenders personally or by registered mail or by courier services etc and tenders
must reach to the office(s) mentioned at Para-7 on or by before 2.00pm on 12-0:3-2009.

10. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all lenders without assigning any reason.

Zakalra Ahmed (Paplu)

GD-934

Mayor

Golapganj Pourashava

District; el

of the ruling AL, who were
detained by the joint forces
during the immediate past
caretaker government, also
demanded formation of a
parliamentary probe body for
taking actions against officials
who reportedly were involved
intorturing politicians.

In a written statement
about the bill, Saber stressed
the need for such a law, given
the ruthless wanton practices
of illegal arrests, detentions,
torture, and extra judicial
killings in the country.

“The country must legis-
late urgently in order to
criminalise custodial torture
and deaths, and to avoid
repetition of serious human
rights violations -- a sad and
unacceptable feature of our
past,” Saber added.

He is of the view that the
legislation is imperative to
ensure rule of law in the coun-
ry.

The proposed legislation is
expected to protect the people
from abuses, and prevent
recurrence of human rights
violations,

The Parliament Secretariat
officials said the AL lawmaker
submitted two bills --- one is
against torture, and the other
is against eviction of slum
dwellers, to protect them from
whimsical eviction from
publiclands.

The officials said they will
send the bills to the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Private
Members' Bills and
Resolutions, which is likely to
be formed this week.

“The committee will scruti-
nise the bills and recommend
or disregard those for place-
ment in the House," a senior
official said. Passage of the bill
against torture, depends on
the government's will and the
House s sentiment for enact-
ing such a law, the official
added.

THEANTI-TORTURE BILL
According to the bill, torture
means any act or omission
which causes physical or
mental pain to any person, for
obtaining from that person or
some other person, informa-
tion or a confession, or for
punishing that person for any
actor omission, for which that
person or some other person
1s responsible, or is suspected
of being responsible, or for
iIntimidating or coercing that
person orsome other person.
"Any person who tortures

-

any other person shall be
guilty of an offence, and any
person who attempts to com-
mit, aids and abets in commit-
ting, and conspires to commit
an offence shall also be guilty
of an offence,” the proposed
bill stipulates.

It seeks to enact a provision
to punish an offender with
rigorous imprisonment for a
term no less than five years,
and also with a fine no less
than Tk 25, 000,

In an event of custodial
death, if it is proven that the
death occurred as a conse-
quence of torture, the person
who committed the offence,
shall be sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment for life, and
shall be fined an amount no
less than Tk 100,000, the pro-

posed legislation adds.

"An offence under the bill
shall be cognisable, non-
compoundable, and non-
bailable, within the meaning
and for the purposes of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
1898," the bill says.

If a person under investiga-
ton for an offence punishable
under the bill, is a public
servant, he or she shall be
immediately placed on sus-
pension, if the person under
investigation for an offence
under the bill is a member of
any of the law enforcement
agencies in Bangladesh,
including the armed forces
comprising the army, air force,
and the navy, the accused
officer shall be immediately
relieved of all duties, the bill
proposes.

"A person convicted of an
offence under the bill shall be
terminated from public ser-
vice from the date of convic-
tion. However, If the sentence
1S reversed through an appeal,
the appellate court shall issue
necessary orders to reinstate
the person in the service,” the
bill says.

The bill proposes that the
trial of an offence punishable
under it, shall be completed
within six months from the
date of filing the charge sheet
against the accused, while the
investigation of an offence
must be completed within
seven months from the date of
recording the firstcomplaint.

An appeal against any
verdict in a proceeding initi-
ated under the provisions of
the bill shall be concluded
within 12 months from the
date of filing the appeal, the
billadds.
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