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METROPOLITAN

Winners of this year's Ekushey Padak pose with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the award giving ceremony at Osmani Memorial
Auditorium in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 1)
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Call to ratify local govt
commission ordn

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yester-
day stressed the need for
ratifying the Local
Government Commission
(LGC) Ordnance in parliament
to strengthen local govern-
mentsystem.

Addressing the seminar at
the National Press Club, they
said the democracy will not be
established without strength-
ening the local government
system.

"Democracy can have a
strong foundation when the
local government system is
strengthened. As Bangladesh
does not have a strong local
government system it has no
stable democracy,” said Prof

- Salauddin M Aminuzzaman of

Dhaka University at the semi-
nar organised by Equity and
Justice Working Group.

He said local government is
anursery for building national
leadership and democracy has
to be institutionalised from
grassrootslevel.

Central government,
bureaucracy and financial
control are the main obstacles
to strengthening local govern-
ment, he said, adding that if
the government does not
strengthen the local govern-
ment it will be a violation of
theirelection pledge.

Joynal Abedin Faruk, oppo-
sition chief whip in parlia-
ment, said they also want a
strong local government
system.

Office Secretary of BNP

Rizvi Ahmed said uniformity
of the policy is necessary to
maintain a balance in the
allocation of government fund
forlocal government.

If both the lawmakers and
the UP chairmen think about
the development of people of
their area then there should be
no difference of their opinion,
said Badiuzzaman, UP chair-
man of Hatibandha upazila.

Probin Haldar, UP chair-
man of Moralganj upazila,
sald a controlling body is
necessary for monitoring the
activities of local government.

UP Chairman Hafizul Islam
of Parbatipur upazila said
although they are going to take
oath shortly but they stll do
not know about their respon-
sibility and working area.

Moderate
tremor felt

in City

BSS, Dhaka

A moderate earthquake felt at
9:48 am yesterday at the Seismic
Centre of Bangladesh
Meteorological Department at
Agargaoninthe city:

The epicentre of the tremor
was in India-Pakistan border in
Jammu and Kashmir region,
said apressrelease.

I'he magnitude of the tremor
was5.7onthe Richter Scale.

Thedistance of the epicentre
of the earthquake was 1,936
kilometre northwest from
Dhaka Seismic Centre.
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® BRITISH
® COUNCIL

British Council Dhaka
5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000 §

British Council Chittagong
77/A East Nasirabad, Chittagong
T + 88 031 657884-6

British Council Project Office Sylhet
Al-Hamrah Shopping city (6th floor)
Zindabazar, Sylhet 3100

CAREER
SUCCESS

THROUGH UK
QUALIFICATIONS

Register online!!!

Edexcel May-June 2009
GCE O & A Level exams

Registration closes on
28 February 2009

To register please visit our website:
www.bd-britishcouncilexams.org

Hotlines-01730303885 & 01730311439

(Saturday - Thursday from 9am to Spm)

www.britishcouncil.org/bangladesh
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DHAKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2009

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
@he Daily Star 18th ANNIVERSARY THREE-PART SUPPLEMENT

On February 23, 24 and 25, 2009 The Baily Star will publish a 3-part 18th Anniversary Supplement
The central theme will be Time to turn a corner divided into three sub themes as follows.

80 pages on 23rd February
64 pages on 24th February
64 pages on 25th February

Part 1: Expectations from the new government -
Part 2. Revisiting caretaker government -
Part 3: Global trends: Adversity or opportunity ? -
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erajul Islam Chowdhury, Nasim Firdaus, Munir Quddus, Brig Gen Shahedul Anam Khan, ndc, psc
(Retd), Air Cdre (Retd) Ishfaqg llahi Choudhury, Taj Hashmi, Syed Nasim Manzur, Atiur Rahman,
Professor Mustafizur Rahman, M. Abu Eusuf, Dr. Abdullah Al Faruque, Khalid Hasan PhD
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Grameenphone, Banglalink, AKTEL, Citycell, Standard Chartered Bank, Qatar Airways, Berger
Paints Bangladesh Ltd, Eskayef Bangladesh Ltd, Electra International Ltd, Islami Bank Bangla-
desh Ltd, Apollo Hospitals Dhaka, Transcom Electronics Ltd, Transcraft Ltd, Brac Bank Ltd, HSBC.
Arlinks Group, Prime Bank, Stamford University, Square Group, Bank Asia, Dhaka Bank, NCC
Bank, SIBL, City Bank, Bank Alfalah Ltd, Exim Bank Ltd, AccessTel, Lalmai Food Ltd Warid
Telecom, Holcim, Kazi Tea, Emirates, Al-Arafah Islami Bank, Rangs Motors Ltd, Ranks Interiors,
Esquire Electronics Ltd, Butterfly Marketing Co Ltd, Reliance Insurance Ltd, Shahjalal Islami Bank
Ltd, Ispahani Group of Industries, RB Group, BSB, Bureau Veritas, RSRM, Popular Infusions Ltd,
Horlicks, S Alam Group, Phoenix Investment Ltd, ASA, Zeeshan International Agencies Pvt Ltd,
Asian Paints Bangladesh Ltd, ICB Islamic Bank, REHAB, Super Refinery (Pvt) Ltd, Anam Group &

Kallol Group.

Make sure you gp‘[ your copy FREE with the ne wspaper o preserve as reference
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EXCELLENCE IN BANKING

www.dhakabankltd.com




