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27 killed as cargo ship
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Shamim. The committee was

given three days to submit its

report.
Survivors said the large sand-
laden vessel MV Sanim
ploughed into the stem of the
launch, which was heading for
Patarhatof Mehendiganj upazila
from Barisal, around 6:30 in the

%unch sank within 10
minutes.

“Something hit the launch at
the backso hard thatI fell into the
river...I was standing on the roof
of the launch,” Humayun Kabir,
who managed to swim ashore,
told The Daily Star.

“l do not remember much
else as I was trying to swim
ashore,” he said. "My wife and
my one-and-a-half-year-old
daughterwere on the lower deck.
Ido notknow what happened to
them, hesaid sobbi

Saiful Islam, a local, said
hearing cries for help he went to
the riverbank and saw the
launch tlted to one side and
sinking. He said it sank within
seven to 10 minutes.

He said many tried to swim
ashore but only 35 to 40 suc-
ceeded.

Saiful said he chopped down
banana trees and threw them
into the river but it made little
difference.

Police with the help of locals
chased down the cargo vessel at
Vashanchar area and seized it
They also arrested its eight crew
members. The vessel was taken
to Banisal around 10:00am.

The crew revealed that at the
time of the accident Haider Al
captain of their vessel, was
sleeping in his cabin. Unskilled
Sukani Md Yusuf was at the
wheels and he failed to control
the vessel trying to overtake the
launch, police sourcessaid.

Thirteen out of the 27 bodies
recovered so far were identified.
They are Dipti Dey, 30, her hus-
band Manik Dey, 52, Mintu
Dhali, 50, Rashida Begum, 40,

Rumi, 10, Manik, 40, Salura
Begum, 50, Mehendiganj
Upazila Agriculture Officer

Kumar Majumder, 40,
Rahima, 10, Johra, 11, Syed
Faraz., 50, Ratan Majhi, 40, and

Kabir, 30.
The local administration was

reparing to hand over the 12
godiesmmeirrelatim

BIWTA officialsapprehended
that some bodies could have
been washed down stream by
the current.

Riad Hossain, river traffic
inspector of BIWTA, said the
capsized launch had the capac-
ity to carry 95 passengers. Fatima
Begum of Mawla Nawvigation
Companyowns thelaunchandit
had a survey certificate valid ull
May31,2009.

Relatives of deceased Dipti
Dey sajd Dipti was going to
Patarhat with her husband
Manik Dey, their son Onik Dey
(student of classV) and daughter
Ovishee Dey (student of class
VIID. Theirchildren are missing,

Daliluddin Dhali said his son
Mizanur Dhali, 35, daughter-in-
law Roshiya, 30, grandson
Halim, 7, are missing. However,
his grandchildren Jakrul, 11, and
Rahima, 6, were rescued alive.

Yasmin Begum, 30, said she
with her family members were
on their way to Vashanchar
onboard the launch. When the
launch was sinking, herhusband
told her to get out with their
youngestdaughter Nilufar, 4. She
was able to save her and her
daughter’s lives but her husband
Zafar Ahmed, 35, and son Sagar,
8, arestill missing.

Mithu, a businessman of
Gazipur, said he along with his
newly-wed wife Shathi, 18,
sister-in-law Bithi, 15, and
brother-in-law Shakil, 8, were
going to wvisit Shathi's grand-
mother at Mehendiganj. Mithu
saidall three are missing.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in a condolence message
yesterday expressed deep shock
atthelossoflivesin the tragedy.

Speaker mediates
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has offered the main opposi-
tion three more seats in the
frontrow: _
Theymade the claim talking
to The Daily Star immediately
after the meeting at the
speaker'soffice.
Contacted later, the speaker
said he did not make any such

bffer. “Ionly assured them of a

respectable solution to the
stalemate,” headded.

At a press briefing at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yester-
day evening, Joynal Abedin
Faruk said, “Our parliamentary
party will meet and decide on
the next course of action before
the House proceedings resume
Sunday. Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has called the meeting after
we briefed her about the latest
proposal from the ruling alli-
ance.”

He however did not elabo-
rate on the proposal, and said
the ruling party would speak
aboutit.

Asked if the discussions had
been fruitful, he said, “I won't
say anything before Sunday.
Please excuse my inability to
respond to your queries.”

Chief Whip of Parliament
Abdus Shahid too would not say
anything in this regard. “We'll
talk about it after the opposition
comes up with a decision
Sunday. We sincerelywant them
tojoin parliament.”

The BNP-led opposition
lawmakers have been boycott-
ing parliament since January

Gang kills man
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truck was heading towards
Jhenidha. -

On information Fatulla
police along with staffers of
the mill rushed to the
Shaympur Balurmath at
around 3:30pm and found the
looted rods being loaded on
two other trucks.

Police arrested four per-
sons at the spot. The arrestees
arenow being interrogated.

Meanwhile, authorities of
Bangladesh Steel Mill Owners
Association expressed their
grave concern over the inci-

dent and demanded punish-
ment to the criminals,

.2x-warlord sees
prolonged
conflict

in Sri Lanka

AFP, Colombo

SriLankan troops face another
18 months of fighting even
after they have all Tamil Tiger
territory under their control, a
formerrebel has warned.

The man known as "Colo-
nel Karuna,” who led an
unprecedented split in the
movement in 2004, says the
Tigers will revert to guerrilla
warfare after they lose control
of the small enclave they still
occupy.

'I think it will take at least
anotherone to one-and-a-half
years for the army to entirely
clear the north of terrorists,”
Karuna said in an interview
with AFP inside a heavily-
guarded hideout in Colombo.

28 in protest at the seat plans
rearranged by Speaker Abdul
Hamid.

Inthe newlayout, the oppo-
sition lawmakers were allotted
four seats in the front row and
fourmore in the second row.

Hamid's predecessor
Jamiruddin Sircar allocated all
10 front-rowseats forthe oppo-

siion  lawmakers including

Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) President OliAhmed. All
12 seats in the next row too
wentto them.

Because of the changes made
by Hamid, two ministers--GM
Quader and Dilip Barua-—-and
three lawmakers--Rashed Khan
Menon, Hasanul Haque Inu and
Majibur Rahman--got seats in
the frontrow.

The others in that line are
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
and her deputies Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury, MK
Anwar and Shah Mofazzal
Hossain Kaykobad, and Oli
Ahmed of LDP.

Hamid on several occasions
said he would give the lawmak-
ers from BNP and allies one or
two more seats in the current
sessionorthenextone.

But as the opposition
lawmakers called for full
restoration of the seating
arrangements made by Sircar,
he outright rejected the
demand.

Irrigation
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He demanded reopening the
plant to meet the acute power
shortage in the district, particu-
larly forimigation.

During question-answer
session, AL lawmaker Abdul
Mannan of Bogra said the main
demand of people of each area
is now smooth supply of elec-
tricity. Another AL lawmaker--
Manjur Quader Quarayeshi--
said farmers of his constituency
are not getting electricity
despite depositingmoney forit.

AL lawmaker Ekabbar
Hossain said they had promised
to people before the general
election that if elected, they
would to ensure required sup-
plyof power.

Many treasury bench law-
makers also demanded exten-
sion of electricity line in their
areas.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who is in charge of the

ministry, was present in the
House

In response to the lawmak-
ers' demands for power, the
state minister assured them of
stepstoresolve the crisis.

He however blamed the
immediate past BNP-led alli-
ance government for failure to
Increase power generation even
by a single MW during its five-
year tenure.

Thousands of crores of taka
were misappropriated during
:uﬁllbe Tuku satzl:i “Action

lﬂlumagamst ecormupt
who looted money in the powgr
sector.”
~ Inresponse to a from
independent Iamngku:rw
Azim on whether the govern-
ment is considering export of
gas to India, the state minister
said time is yet to come to con-
sider the mater since generation
of power now depends on
production of gas.

BNP lawmaker
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the defence lawyer told the

court that the charges brought
against his client were false,
baseless and fabricated and
his client was implicated in
the case as part of conspiracy
to harass him.

Opposing the bail petition,
the General Recording Officer
(GRO) Sub-Inspector
Shahjahan told the court that
the charges brought against
the accused were primarily
proved and the investigation
officer (10) of the case had also
acharge sheetagainst him.,

The GRO prayed for rejec-
tion of the bail and an order to
send Rashid to jail.

After hearing from both
sides, the magistrate rejected
the bail petition and ordered
that the accused be sent to
Dhaka Central Jail.

In his first information
report (FIR), complainant
Hannan said that he had
submitted nomination papers
to the election commission, to
contest the December 29
election from Chandpur-4
constituency.

Along with the nomination
applications forms, Hannan
had submitted his BA (pass)
degree certificate, which the
accused Rashid claimed, was
forged. Following the com-
plaint, the election commis-
sion rejected Hannan a nomi-
nation.

The complainant said that
the accused had tarnished his
image in the society as well as
the political arena and had
also caused him a monetary
loss of Tk 50 crore.

The 10 of the case, SI ABM
Masud, investigated the case
and found that Hannan's BA
certificate was genuine and
the allegations brought by
Rashid were false and fabri-
cated.

Following the submission
of the charge sheet, the magis-
trate issued an arrest warrant
against the accused.

Mob clashes
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As the BDR men started to take
the goods away, the alleged
smugglers threw brickbats at
the BDR jeep. The BDR then
charged truncheon on them.

Later, when an alleged
female smuggler was rudely
manhandled by the BDR, the
locals got involved in the scene.
BDR then charged truncheon
onthelocals and passengers.

As journalists took photo-
graphs and video footages of the
scene, BDR members became
cross and charged batons on
themtoo.

BDR reinforcement led by
Major Aftab rushed to the spot
topacify thesituation.

When BDR started to with-
draw, the alleged smugglers
again threw brickbats at BDR
and were again charged with
batons.

When contacted, Major
Aftab claimed they seized
around 6,000 eggs in apprehen-
sion of bird flu. On Wednesday,
they destroyed 11,000 eggs for
thesame reason.

New writers
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19th day. Booksellers of differ-
ent stalls at the fair said the sale
of these books is not satisfac-
tory.

Eminent writer Zafar Iqbal
said, “We have to grow interest
among readers about the fresh
writers through different activi-
ties and take steps to introduce
themtoreaders.”

Bangla Academy Deputy
Director General Anwar
Murshid said, “ The academy is
going to reintroduce the stalled
project titled 'Tarun Lekhak
Prokalpo’ this year in July to
patronise youngwriters.

“Lack of publicity is one of
the major problems forthe fresh
writers like me”, said Syed Tipu
Sultan, an emigrant writer
whose first poetry collection
tilted ' Kuashar Ushnata' was
published from Annanya publi-
cations this yearat the fair.

Azam Khan, another new
writer, whose first story book
titled ' Black' was published
from Moushimi Prokashani at
the fair said, “ Publishers only
spend their money on the
advertisement of popular and
reputed writers not for the fresh
onelike me.”

Meanwhile, Bangla
Academy declared Bangla
Academy Shahittya Purashker
2008 yesterday.

This year poet Mahbub
Sadik received the prestigious
reward for his poetry, professor
Karunamoy Goshawami for
prose research and Helena
Khan for literature for children.

Rewards will be formally
handed over to awardees on 26
February.

Meanwhile, Subarna
Publications yesterday pub-
lished the second edition of the
‘Creating a World Without
Poverty' by noble laureate Dr
Muhagn:r;gd Yunus. (’il‘he book
contains €s and the price
isﬁxedatTkggg.ﬂﬂ i

A total of 121 new titles
arrived at the fair yesterday. The

books include Adivashider
Megh O Shishir by Selina
Hossain, Chitipatra Chittaya
Ranjan Shaha, by Prof Abdul
Mannan Syed, Nivrite Ekaki
Ekdin by Nasreen Zahan,
Sthanio Sarker:; Atiti, Bartaman,

and Bhabishyat by Dr Badiul
Alam Majumder.
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Salam, Barkat, Rafiq, Jabbar,
Safiur and other brave sons of
the nation sacrificed their
lives on this day in 1952 to
ascertain that Bangla is estab-
lished as the state language of
the then Pakistan.

The day has since been
observed as the Language
Martyrs Day. Unesco later
declared February 21 as the
International Mother
Language Day.

Among others, the speaker
and deputy speaker of the
parliament, the mayor of
Dhaka, Sector Commanders
Forum and the vice-
chancellor of Dhaka
University will also pay their
respects at the Shaheed Minar.

Different social, political,
cultural, professional bodies
will also pay their respects to
the martyrs and hold different
programmes to mark the
occasion.

Strict security measures
have meanwhile been taken at
the Central Shaheed Minar
and its adjoining areas by law
enforcment agencies for
peaceful observance of the
day.

Around 7000 police, over
600 Rapid Action Barttalion
(Rab) personnel will be
deployed at the Shaheed
Minar and Azimpur graveyard
today to maintain law and
order.

Bangladesh Awami League,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
Jatiya Party, Bagladesh Jatiya
Party (BJP), National Awami
Party (Nap) - Bhashani,
Bangladesh National Awami
Party-Bangladesh NAP,
Shammilita Sangskritik Jote,
Dhaka Reporters Unity,
Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi

WO

Amar Ekushey

e
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Goshthi, Bangladesh
Sangskritik Kormi Shangha,
Bangladesh Abritti
Shamannay Parishad and
Memorial Preservation of
Language Movement Forum
will hold different programes
to mark the day tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will hand over
the Ekushey Padak-2009 to 13
eminent persons at Osmani
Memorial Auditorium today, a
day ahead of Amar Ekushey
February, the International
Mother Language Day.

The award, carries Tk
40,000 in cash, a gold medal
weighing three tolas and a
citation, will be given to the
distinguished persons in
recognition to their outstand-
ing contributions to their
respective fields.

Bangladesh Betar will
broadcast the award giving
ceremony live at 11:00am, said
apressrelease yesterday.

The awardees are: Dr
Borhan Uddin Khan Jahangir
(education), Prof Dr Syed
Anwar Hossain (research),
Mahbub-Ul Alam Chowdhury
(language movement-
posthumous), Ashraf uz
Zaman Khan (journalism-
posthumous), Begum Bilkis
Nasir Uddin (music), Manik
Chandra Saha (journalism-
posthumous), Humayun
Kabir Balu (journalism-
posthumous), Begum Selina
Hossain (literature),
Shamsuzzaman Khan (re-
Searochl), Dr Quaz)
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad (pov-
erty alleviation), Mohammad
Rafi Khan (M R Khan) (social
service), Mansur-Ul Karim
(fine arts), and Ramendu
Majumdar (theatre).
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anyone confined, kidnapping
or damages property to create
panic among the people or
government, or jeopardises the
country's security, sovereignty
and integrity by using explo-
sives, arms and chemicals, he or
she will be charged with terror-
istoffences.

Such an offender is liable to
death penalty or life imprison-
ment or fine or both, according
‘totheprovisions ofthe newlaw.

All crimes under the
Ordinance will be cognisable
and non-bailable offences.

Former President Ilajuddin
Ahmed promulgated the Anti-
Terronism Ordinance 2008 in
Junelastyear.

"According to the ordinance,
the government will be able to
sel up one or more Anti-
Terrorist Special Tribunals to
deal with such crimes,” Abul
Kalam Azad, press secretary to
the prime minister, told report-
ers after the meeting at the
Cabinet Division with Premier
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The meeting also gave
approval to the Finance Bill and
the Proposed Padma
Multipurpose Bridge (Land
Acquisition) Ordinance, the
finance bills on management of
2007-08 and 2008-09 fiscal
budget and the Finance Bill
2009 [Income Tax (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2007, the
Income Tax (Second
Amendment) Ordinance 2007,
The Income Tax (Amendment)
Ordinance 2008, and The
Income Tax (Second
Amendment) Ordinance 2008.)

Referring to the proposed
Padma Bridge, the premier
asked the authorities con-
cerned to remain 'careful so that
none suffers due to land acqui-
sition.’'

As per the provisions of the
new law, a member or sup-
porter of an outlawed organisa-
tion can be awarded seven
years' imprisonmentand fines.

The deadline for disposal of
a case filed on charges of terror-
ist offences has been fixed at six
months after the charge fram-
Ing.

Provisions for punishments
for sponsoring terrorist activi-
ties and sheltering terrorists
have also been laid down in the
ordinance,

'If anyone gives money for
carTying out terrorist activities,
aprovisionis there to award him
or her maximum 20 years and
minimum three years' impris-

ACC spends
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Of the 51 lawyers, each public
prosecutor drew monthly
salary of Tk 75,000 and also
received Tk 50,000 for each
case after the verdict was
delivered while senior lawyers
gotmonthly salary of Tk 2 lakh
and each APP Tk 50,000.

"The audit system for the
commission is not different
from other government insti-
tutions, The commission has a
legal system for expenditure
and the commission itself
decided on its expenditure
based onlaw," Hanifadded.

Sources said at least five
PPs resigned after the com-
mission decided to reduce the
number of lawyers in the wake
of widespread criticism of its

expenditure on hiring lawyers.

Anti-terror, RPO

onment and also pecuniary
punishment.”,

It also says, "If anyone
becomes a member of an out-
lawed party, he or she will be
awarded maximum six months'
imprisonment or fined or both.
If any individual conducts
campaign or broadcast in
support of an outlawed party,
the person will be sentenced to
maximum seven years and
minimum two years' imprison-
mentwith fine.” .

One or more anti-terrorism
special tribunals can be formed
for quick trial. The tribunal will
be comprised of a sessions
judge or additional sessions
judge appointed by the govern-
ment in consultation with the
Supreme Court.

The judge of the Special
Tribunal will complete the trial
within six months. Appeal can
be filed with the High Court
against the Special Tribunal's
verdictwithin 30 days.

RPO ORDINANCE

The cabinet also approved in
principle the Representation of
People Order (RPO) Ordinance,
2008.Itsuggested reconsidering
the provision of "no vote" in the
ballot paper, which was first
introduced in the ninth parlia-
mentary polls.

Prime Minister's Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said
this while briefing newsmen
afterthemeeting.

Referring to the practice of

the "postal voting” in many
countries, the prime minister
sought necessary measures for
introducing such "postal vot-
ing” in the country's polls to
ensure voting rights of all citi-
zZens.
“Living place of a voter can
change, especially the govern-
ment officials can be trans-
ferred from one place to
another while many voters may
stay abroad. If there is no provi-
sion of postal voting, they will
not able to cast their votes,
which is not acceptable,”
Hasina was quoted as saying at
the meeting,

The ECintroduced "no vote"
optionin the RPO ordinance.

Mumbai attack
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The US investigating agency
charged with protecting the US
against terrorist and foreign
intelligence threats provided
India details of calls made
through the Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP), a satellite phone
as also documents relating to the
Global Positioning System used
by the terrorists while sailing
from Karachi.

The forensic examination of
the bullets used by the terrorists
in Mumbai was also a part of the
evidence collected from FBI by
Mumbaipolice.

The evidence from FBI is
expected to make the case
against the terrorists watertight
and nail Islamabad's claims
that the conspiracy behind the
Nov 26 attacks was not hatched
inPakistan alone,

Indiahad soughtthe US help
in analysing the evidence under
their Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty (MLAT) that came into
effectin December 2005.

The Mumbai police team
came here last week with Letters
of Request issued by a Mumbai
court to the US Department of
Justice,

Anti-polybag
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“I know that polybags might
be found in most of the shops
here. Use paper or gunny bags
instead of polybags to save the
environment," hesaid,

He said jute bags will be
made available in the market.

Mojibur Rahman, director
general of the DoE, told The
Daily Star that they conducted
campaigns at various places to
make everyone aware of the
laws concerned and the pen-
alties for violating those,

He said since the use of
polyethylene bags in the
markets is on the rise, the
drives will continue to put an
end to their production and
use.

A polybag user might be
fined up to Tk 5,000 or jailed
forsixmonths or both.

A producer of polybags
might be fined up to Tk
10,00,000 or sentenced to 10
years' rigorous imprisonment
or both if found guilty of flout-
ing the law twice or more,

Members of police, Rab
and Bangladesh Rifles took
partin the drive.

Meanwhile, a mobile court
seized 800kgs of poly bags
from 13 shops and fined the
shopkeepers Tk 56,500 for
keeping those at Riazuddin
Bazar in the portcity.

Mobile courts filed a total
of 13 cases in Chittagong
division.

In Sylhet division, mobile
courts seized 210 kgs of poly
bags and fined the shopkeep-
ers Tk 31,000. They also filed
11 cases against the shop
owners.

Mobile courts in Rajshahi
division fined shopkeepers Tk
81,600 and lodged 38 cases
against the shop owners,

Similar drives were con-
ducted in Khulna and Barisal
divisions but the Department
of Environment could not give
any details.

Joint secretaries
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remained vacant for a long

time.

After assuming office on
January 6 the government also
promoted 10 additional secre-
tariesto the postofsecretary.

Many bureaucrats ques-
tioned the promotion and
transfer process alleging that
the government was not fol-
lowing rules and maintaining
transparency in this regard.

They alleged that the offi-
cials loyal to the government
were being given priority in
both promotion and transfer
process.

8 JMB men
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[slam Bangla Bhai's niece).
Both of them were the master-
mind behind the murder, say
the charges.

The other accused are
JMB's regional commanders -
- Abu Isa Enamul and
Golamur Rahman Mostafa, an
adherent of Galib's Ahle
Hadith Jubo Shangha, mili-
tants Abul Kashem Tufan,
Abdul Matin, Abdur Rahman
Arifand Mojibur Rahman.

The framing of charges had
been deferred since July last
year as some of the accused
were being tried in other cases
outside Rajshahi.

Inspector Mohammad
Helauddin of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) submitted the charge
sheet against the eight
September 10, 2007.

In the latest charge sheet,
CID police brushed aside
previous police findings of
Shibir's involvement in the
murder though two eyewit-
nesses in separate judicial
statements narrated Shibir
cadres'involvement.

Names of some 13 accused
including six cadres of Islami
Chhatra Shibir were dropped
in the CID charge sheet.

Helaluddin said, the inves-
tigation took a new turn fol-
lowing confessional state-
ment of executed JMB chief
Abdur Rahman. Later, two
prime accused -- Shafiullah
Tarek and Shahidullah
Mahbub made judicial con-
fessions.

Yunus, a professor of eco-
nomics, was killed on
December 24, 2004 while on a
morning walk near his
Binodhpur residence. He was
the president of RU
Bangabandhu Parishad and
senior vice-president of
Bangladesh Economic
Association.

Abdul Halim, the victim's
brother who filed the murder
case with Motihar Police
Station said, "The murder was
pre-planned and occurred
over political vengeance."

The charges say Yunus was
murdered for being an atheist
and abettor of underground
communist activities. A group
of 10 assassins committed the
murder of whom Ibrahim died
in 2005 while another could
not be identified, the charges
add.
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CIA using Pak

airbase to attack
militants

Pr1, LONDON

The Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) has secretly been using an
airbase in southwestern
Pakistan to launch the predator
drones to attack the militants
within the country, areport said.

Both Pakistan and US gov-
ernments have repeatedly
denied that Washington is
conducting military operations,
covert or otherwise, on
Pakistaniterritory.

But The Times today report
says that it has discovered that
the CIA has been using the
Shamsi airfield, 30 miles from
the Afghan border, in the south-
western province of
Baluchistanforatleastayear,

The strip allows US forces to
launch a drone within minutes
of receiving actionable intelli-
gence as well as allowing them
to attack targets further afield,
the report said.

The report quoted Major
General Athar Abbas, chief
military spokesman, confirm-
ing that US forces were using
Shamsi adding that "The air-
field is being used only for
logistics.”

"The Americans were also
using another airbase near
Jacobabad, 300 miles northeast
of Karachi, for logistics and
military operations”, the report
quoted Abbas as saying.

"We can see the planes flying
from the base. The area around
the base is a high-security zone
and no one is allowed there."
Safar Khan, a local journalist in
Shamsi said.

ThekeytoThe Times investi-
gation was an unexplained
delivery of 730,000 gallons of
F34 aviation fuel to Shamsi
airfield, details of which were
found on the Pentagon's fuel
procurementagencywebsite.

The Defence Energy Support
Centre site shows that a civilian
company, Nordic Camp Supply
(NCS), was contracted to deliver
the fuel worth USD 3.2 million
from Pakistan Refineries near
Karachi.

However, the newspaper
also quoted aspokesman forthe
US embassy in Pakistan deny-
ing that US forces were based in
Pakistan, but added that he
could not comment on CIA
operations.

Pakistan reportedly gave
America permission to use
Shamsi, Jacobabad and two
other bases Pasniand Dalbadin
for the invasion of Afghanistan
inOctober2001.

According to The Times
investigation, Jacobabad
became the main US airbase
until Bagram, near Kabul, was
repaired, while Pasni was used
for helicopters and Dalbadin as
a refuelling post for special
force'shelicopters.

However, it added that in
December2001, Pakistan began
sharing Jacobabad and Pasni
airfield with US forces.

And in July 2006 the
Pakistani government report-
edly declared that America was
no longer using Shamsi, Pasni
and Jacobabad, although they
were atits disposal in an emer-

gency.

Kyrgyzstan MPs
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"The Kyrgyz Republic has the

complete legal right to unilat-
erally withdraw from the
agreement with the United
States over the base," MP
Avtandil Arabaev, also from
the dominant Ak Zhol, said
ahead ofthevote.

"It is a very correct and
timely decision and in the
Interests of a sovereign
Kyrgyzstan. 1 support the
cancellation of this docu-
ment,"” he said.

The closure of the base
would further strain coalition
supply lines at a time when US
President Barack Obama is
planning to nearly double the
36,000-strong force in increas-
ingly-unstable Afghanistan.

The United States and Nato
had both expressed disap-
pointment over the base's
closure and urged the Kyrgyz
authorities to change their
minds.

Bakiyev has said the ex-
Soviet Central Asian state is
closing the base because the
United States refused to pay
fair market prices forits use.,

The announcement of the
closure came after Russia
offered more than two billion
dollars in aid. But the govern-
ment has insisted that
Moscow did not set the closure
of Manas as a condition for the

aid.

The Manas base, operated
by about 1,000 troops includ-
ing small French and Spanish
contingents, was set up to
support coalition forces fight-
ing to oust the Taliban in
Afghanistan in the wake of the
September11, 2001 attacks.

Since the announcement
by Bishkek, both:Russia and
Tajikistan have offered their
territory for the transit of non-
lethal supplies to Nato and US
forces in Afghanistan.

General David Petraeus
travelled to Uzbekistan on
Tuesday to meet President
[slam Karimov and discuss
regional security, widely
interpreted as a sign the
United States was seeking to
use the country for transit to
Afghanistan.

Tashkent closed a US air
base that helped serve troops
stationed in Afghanistan in
2005, following EU and US
criticism over the Uzbek gov-
ernment’'s handling of an
armed uprising in the city of
Andijan.

Relations between
Washington and Tashkent
have warmed again recently
and the US army is again using
Uzbekistan as a stop-off point
for military operations in
Afghanistan.
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Both sides deny the accusa-
tions. Verification of the
reportsis not possible because
the war zone is sealed to inde-
pendent journalists and most
aid workers.

The LTTE ended weeks of
silence on Thursday with a
statement saying more than
100 civilians had been killed
during an air attack in an area
stillunder their control.

A pro-rebel website,
Tamilnet.com quoted rebel
radio as saying that atleast 100
civilians had been killed and
70 wounded in air attacks on a
village in the district of
Mullaittivu.

"Many bodies remain
buried in the bunkers and will
take a while to be removed,”
the rebels said of Wednesday's
reported bombing.

"With extreme shortages of
medicines and hospital facili-
ties many more of the injured
willdie," they added.

Government military
spokesman Brigadier Udaya
Nanayakka said the Tamilnet
reportwas a "fabrication.”

"We have carried out
attacks against resisting
points of the Tigers and not in
areas where there are civil-
ians,” he said.

Tamil parliamentarians
have said more than 2,000
civilians have been killed in
the fighting since December.
The military denies targeting
civilians.

Aid groups estimate that

[LLanka

more than 200,000 civilians
are trapped In the war zone,
but the government says the
number is about half that
amount. Indian External
Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said Wednesday
that his country is ready to
help evacuate the civilians.

Distrust between the gov-
ernment and international aid
workers has grown in recent
years as the fighting between
the rebels and the military has
escalated. The government
has repeatedly accused aid
groups of supporting the
rebels and announced
Tuesday it was appointing a
commission to investigate
whether international agen-
cies have channelled aid to
fund terror activities.

Holmes came under fire in
Sri Lanka in 2007 when he said
the country was among the
most dangerous places in the
world for humanitarian work-
ers after the still-unsolved
execution-style killing of 17
workers employed by a French
aid group.

A Cabinet minister lashed
out at Holmes, calling him a
terrorist who was on the
rebels’ payroll,

The Tamil Tigers have been
fighting since 1983 for an
independent state for minor-
ity Tamils after decades of
marginalisation by the
Sinhalese majority. More than
70,000 people have been killed
intheviolence,



