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Sri Lanka rejects
calls for truce as
fighting escalates

AFP, Colombo
Sri Lanka's mment yes-
terday rejected fresh calls for a

truce with Tamil Tigers as
troops took another village
from rebel control and con-
cern mounted for civilians
trapped in the war zone.

Defence spokesman
Keheliyva Rambukwella said
the government was firmly
committed to wiping out
“terrorism” and described the
demand for a ceasefire from a
Tamul Tiger proxy as "laugh-
able”.

"We have taken a policy
decision to completely root
out terrorism,” Rambukwella
told reporters here. “There will
be no ceasefire with the LTTE
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam).”

The ceasefire appeal from
the Tamil National Alliance
echoed calls from Sri Lanka's
key international financial
backers, including the US,
European Union and Japan,
for a "no fire period” to allow
civilians to get out of harm'’s
way.

A pro-government Tamil
legislator said on Tuesday that
288 civilians had been killed
during one week this month
while nearly 800 were
wounded in crossfire in the
shrinking territory sull under
rebel control.

The fighting has provoked a
strong reaction in neighbour-

]S seat row
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Opposition Chief Whip Joynal
Abedin Faruk said at a press
briefing at the opposition
leader's conference room.

He said they met the
speaker yesterday and
accepted his invitation to
meet him today. The speaker
also invited Chief Whip of
treasury bench Abdus Shahid
to the talks.

The BNP-led opposition
lawmakers continue to
abstain from the House pro-
ceeding since January 28
protesting the new seating

arrangement made by Speaker

Abdul Hamid.

Immediate past speaker
Jamiruddin Sircar unilaterally
allocated all seats in the front
and second rows to his left to
the opposition lawmakers
ignoring the treasury bench's
suggestion.

Later, Speaker Abdul
Hamid rearranged the seat
plan allocating four front-row
seats out of 10 and four more
out of 12 seats to the BNP
lawmakers in the second row
inthe House.

BNP-led opposition law-
makers began boycotting the
House from January 28
demanding reinstatement of
the previous seating arrange-
ment.

Delwar
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government's responsibility to
make the House effective by
making sure participation of
opposition legislators,” he
added.

Delwar was highly critical of
two supplementary questions
placed in the House on Monday
by Meher Afroze and Zillul
Hakim about the alleged money
laundering of Khaleda Zia and
herson Arafat Rahman Koko.

He said the speaker should
not have entertained such
questions, as these were com-
pletely irrelevant to the main
question.

Meher Afroze wanted to
know about Koko's money
confiscated in Hong Kong while
Zillul Hakim asked finance
minister if he knew about
Khaleda Zia's taking 400
luggages full of taka, dollar and
gold during her visit to Saudi
Arabia for performing umrah.

“It was absolute violation of
rules of procedure. In fact they
“anted 1o defame Khaleda Zia
and the opposition which
proves they have nointention to
run the parliament with the
opposition’s involvement in the
process,” Delwar said.

Delwar, also a former chief
whip of the parliamenturged all
not 1o campaign propaganda
againsttheopposition.

Replying to a question, BNP
secretary general said ruling
party's cadres are responsible
for the deterioration of law and
order situation.

He also alleged that BNP
chairperson's staffs are facing
obstacles while entering into
her cantonment residence. “It
was unexpected from a political
government,” he said.

BNP leader Moazzem
Hossain Alal, Rizvi Ahmed,
Shirin Sultana, Rehana Akhter
Ranu, Helen Zerin Khan and
Maruf Kamal Khan Sohel were
present during the briefing.
None of the party lawmakers

- was present.

ing India where 62 million
Tamils in the state of Tamil
Nadu share close cultural and
religious links with the ethnic
Tamil minority in Sri Lanka.

The Indian parliament was
in uproar yesterday when
India's External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
accused the Tigers of causing
"much damage” to the wider
Tamil community as he
stressed the importance of a
"negotiated political settle-
ment” acceptable to all com-
munities in Sri Lanka.

Indian Tamils have been
staging protests condemning
Sn Lanka's military offensive
with at least two men self-
immolating this month,
Indian Tamils have also urged
New Delhi to broker a
ceasefire on the island.

Govt to reprint
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Several steps have already
been taken to find a perma-
nent solution to the textbook
crisis, he added.

The minister also said that
the taskforce would be active
round the year so that unscru-
pulous traders cannot create
artificial textbook crisis in the
market.

“We will ask all deputy
commissioners to collect
exact number of students
from class VI to X from their
respective districts to get the
total number to solve the
crisis,” Nahid added.

The minister also said
anyone can find textbooks in
the PDF format at the NCTB
website from classVIto X.

Meanwhile, the members
of recently formed taskforce
for textbooks early yesterday
seized 10,000 fake books with
17,700 cover pages, and 651
reams of low quality papers
from several publishing
houses at Badamtali in
Banglabazar.

Protesting the raid, many
publishers did not open their

shops at daytime. Later, they, |

opened their shops at the
mediation of the education
minister, said sources.

Probe report
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reports by two days. :

Railway sources said the
family members of those killed
in the tragic accident would not
get any compensation, as the
deceased passengers did not
have railway tickets.

According to the British era
law, the family members of a rail
passenger will get highest
compensationofTk 10,000ifthe
passenger holding a valid ticket
died in train accident. The
person who got injuries in rail
accident will get smaller
amounts.

Railway Western Zone
Division Commercial Manager
Ashok Kumar Dey said none of
the deceased in Tuesday's train-
truck collision had ticket
according to the information
theyhave received so far.

If the government does not
consider the case of Arif, 7, who
was killed in the accident as a
special case family members of
none will get any compensa-
ton. Arif and his family mem-
bers, after starving for several
days, were going to Santahar in
Bogra from Peerganj in Rangpur
in search ofwork.

Anf's mother Ajiron admit-
ted that they could not buy train
ticket, as they did not have
money. She said she along with
Arif was travelling on the engine
of the train while her husband
Sirajul Islam along with another
son took seats inside a compart-
ment.

As per rule, if any accident
occurs at an unprotected level
crossingthe railwaywill not take
the responsibility as written
warning is posted at the level
crossings. So the owner of the
truck involved in the accident
would not get any compensa-
aon.

Officer of the Railway
Engineering Department

Nath Bhowmik filed

a case with Santahar Railway

thana accusing the unidentified

g:‘ck driver of Tuesday's acci-
L

BCL men clash
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BCL General Secretary
Mahfuzul Haider Chowdhury
Roton told The Daily Star that
they will form a probe com-
mittee to investigate the inci-
geent;k:nnd stern action would
against those respon-
al.il:ale:ft:u-it.Eal g
~ Nine of the injured were
given first aid at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.
Thegare Jasim Uddin, Fazle
Rabbi, Rakib and Taposh of
Dhaka College and Mostafizur
Rahman, Shakil Ahmed, Joy
and Mithu of Dhaka
Polytechnic Institute and
Rasel, a student of Mohsin
Hall of Dhaka University,

Food prices
may go up
again

Says FAO adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Food prices might go up
across the globe again due to
reduced production caused by
declining profitability of
farmers, a FAO official warned
yesterday.

“Low world food prices are
good for consumers, but
declining profitability is likely
to have negative effects on
levels of production. Reduced
global production may drnve
world prices up again,” said
Ciro Fiorillo, chief technical
adviser of NFPCSP, a FAO
(Food and Agriculture
Organisation) programme.

“Competitiveness of
domestic production declines
as lower world fuel and ferti-
liser prices cannot be fully
reflected domestically due to
subsidies,” he said at a work-
shop in the capital organised
by National Food Policy
Capacity Strengthening
Programme (NFPCSP).

Though Bangladesh is
achieving self-sufficiency in
rice, there is no reason for
complacency, Ciro Fiorillo
said. Poverty level may
increase as reduced exports
and remittances may affect
national income, employment
and fiscal revenue in the wake
of global financial crisis, he
added.

Poverty and undernourish-
ment in Bangladesh reduced
significantly over the past
decade, he said, but a large
section of the population are
still affected by chronic food
insecurity.

As immediate responses,
Fiorillo said, FAO suggested
promoting agriculture as the
main domestic source of
economic growth through its
economic linkages, enhanc-
ing safety nets and reducing
leakages.

FAO also suggested
increasing agricultural pro-
ductivity to reduce costs and
prices, raising income, pro-
moting diversification of diet
and supporting nutritional
status of disadvantaged
groups, Fiorillo said,

M A D P

Bhutan offers
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minister told reporters after
meeting Ambassador
Tshering Dorji at his office in
the morning.

Stating that there is an
ample scope for enhancing
trade between the two coun-
tries, Faruk Khan said, “We,
the two countries, agreed to
enhance trade and investment
by giving priority to our
respective interests."

The minister observed
democratic governments are
now operative in Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan and India
where business was used as
political arms instead ofkey to
development in previous
times.

“We destroyed our market
in the region; we should give
priority to trade by taking
lesson from the past,” he said.

The envoy invited
Bangladesh to participate in
the next SAARC trade fair in
Bhutan.

Student beaten
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Meanwhile, Uttara police
arrested one of the accused
Mahmud Hasan Ranayesterday
afternoon.

Rana said Nasim and Touhid
took Tk 5,000 from them for
supplying beer. As the supply
was not made, they locked inan
altercationleadingtoaclash.

Deputy Commissioner of
Uttara Zone of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Khandaker
Rafiqul Islam told The Daily Star
that Nasim and Touhid used to
supply liquors to the university
students.

Saiful Alam Chowdhury,
officer-in-charge (OC) of Uttara
Police Station said police are
lookingforthe other accused.

After the death of the stu-
dent, the university authorities
yesterday cancelled all aca-
demic activities for two days to
avertanyuntoward incidents.

Dr Shamsul Hugq, vice-
chancellor of the university, told
The Daily Star, "We have closed
the university as one of our
studentsdied.”

Asked, the VC said the inci-
dent took place outside campus
and the authorities were yet to
find out the cause behind the
murder.

HC asks govt
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place very often across the
country and many people are
being killed or injured, as there
is no sufficient traffic system at
the railway crossings.

He prayed to the court to
direct the authorities con-
cerned so that they take appro-
priate measures to prevent rail
accidents and to provide
propertreatmentto the victims
ofTuesday'saccident.
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JS bodies formed
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Talking to The Daily Star last
night, Faruk said, "We are yet
to send the names of our
lawmakers for the standing
committees, then how could
they make our lawmakers the
chiefs of two standing com-
mittees?"

Faruk along with other
party lawmakers discussed
the matter with BNP Chief
Khaleda Zia at her Gulshan
office.

"We shall give a formal
reaction over the formation of
standing committees after the
BNP parliamentary party's
meeting today, " added Faruk.

On approval of Leader of
the House Sheikh Hasina,
Chief Whip Abdus Shahid
proposed the names of the
lawmakers to form the com-
mittees and the House unani-
mously approved the propos-
als.

According to the rules of
procedure of the Jatiya
Sangsad, the standing com-
mittees will scrutinise the bills
which will be sent to those
after their placement in par-
liament, while PAC will deal
with the audit reports placed
in parliament.

AL lawmakers KH

Bad loans
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"A good number of private
banks are doing aggressive
banking," said a central bank
official. Bangladesh Bank
expressed its concern over the
high credit growth after 18
private banks out of 30 regis-
tered 30 to 61 per cent credit
growth lastyear. .

Huge amounts of loan have
been disbursed in consumer
goods sector. In September
2008 loans for consumer
goods including motorbike,
refrigerator and credit card
rose from 31 per cent to 2,300
per cent compared to
September 2007.

A Bangladesh Bank official
said they were closely moni-
toring the credit growth and
hopeditwould come down.

Referring to the decrease in
default loans with the SoBs,
Bangladesh Bank said default
loans in the SoBs fell due to
reforms and absence of politi-
cal interference in the last two
years. MR s,
In December 2008, default
loans with SoBs stood at Tk
12,764 crore or 25.44 per cent
of the outstanding loans while
it was Tk 13,791 crore or 29.87
per centin December 2007.

Default loan with private
commercial banks (PCBs) in
December 2008 was Tk 5,698
crore or 4.44 per cent of the
outstanding loans whereas it
was Tk 4,921 crore or 5.01 per
centin December 2007.

In December 2008, default
loan with foreign commercial
banks (FCBs) stood at Tk 286
crore or 1.90 per cent of the
outstanding loan while it was
Tk 194 crore or 1.49 per centin
December 2007.

Default loans with special-
ised banks in December 2008
wasTk 3,732 crore or 25.45 per
cent of the outstanding loan
whereas it was Tk 3,716 crore
or 28.58 per cent in December
2007.

Hasina
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by its Co-chairman Lord Eric
Avebury called on her at the
Prime Minister's Office.

Hasina told the delegation
that she in 1981 for the first
time suggested resolving the
CHT problems politically and
the last Awami League govern-
ment in 1996 formed a cell to
identify the problems.

Following the initiatives,
the long-expected CHT peace
accord wassignedin 1997.

“Many of the clauses of the
peace treaty were imple-
mented by the last AL govern-
ment, but later the process
was halted,” she said.

But now the new govern-
ment has started working
again to resolve the problems in
the CHT areas in line with the
peace accord, shetold the team.

The PM said the government
already has initiated some
development programmes,
especially on communications
and infrastructures, in the hill
districts.

To a query, Hasina said,
“Development did not take
place at optimum level in the
country as the last BNP-led
four-party alliance government
through politicisation almost
destroyed the democratic
institutions.”

She asserted that all demo-
craticinstitutions of the country
willbe strengthened further.

And all problems of the
country, including the CHT
issues, would be removed as the
only objective of her govern-
ment's activities is to ensure
maximum welfare of the peo-
ple,shesaid.

The delegation also congrat-
ulated Sheikh Hasina on form-
ing the government through a
free, fair, neutral and acceptable
election.

Rashiduzzaman will lead PAC,
Shajahan Khan to head the
standing committee on the
labour and employment
ministry, engineer Mosharaf
Hossain to lead the committee
on civil aviation and tourism
ministry, Nur-e-Alam
Chowdhury to head the com-
mittee on shipping ministry,
Omar Faruk Chowdhury to the
committee on communica-
tions ministry, Maj Gen (retd)
Subid Ali Bhuiyan to lead the
committee on energy, power
and mineral resources minis-
try, Meher Afroz to head the
committee on women and
children affairs ministry,
Sayadul Haque to head the
committee on food and disas-
ter management ministry and
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
to lead the committee on
textile and jute ministry.

Two posts for each of the
standing committees were
kept vacant for the BNP-led
oppositionlawmakers and the
lawmakers to be elected to
reserved seats forwomen.

Kibria murder
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“Further investigation is being

carried out in Kibria murder
case and the progress seems
very good,” a senior home
minister official said after the
meeting.

Ten BNP men were accused
in the charge sheet submitted
by the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) during the
last BNP-led coalition govern-
ment. But the latest probe
findings cleared the alleged
accusing Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-
Islami Bangladesh (Hu]l)
instead.

Five persons, including
Kibriadied in the incident,

The meeting also decided
to revive the Udichi bomb
blast case in Jessore in 1999
and re-try all the accused
acquitted in the case, said the
official.

“We will take opinions of
the law ministry in this
regard,” he said, adding that
the meeting of the monitoring
cell examined 10 sensational
cases and included three
more, which would be dis-
cussed in its next meeting in
March.

“Khrier Rouge -
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when a decision would be
made.

Among those who are to be
summoned to testify are British
journalist Nic Dunlop, who
discovered Duch in northwest-
ern Cambodia in 1999. An
American scholar, David
Chandler, the author of several
books on Cambodia, will also be
asked to testify, the court said.

Duch oversaw the S-21
prison in Phnom Penh - previ-
ously a school, now the Tuol
Sleng genocide museum -
where some 16,000 men,
women and children were
detained and tortured. Only a
handful survived.

Duch, 66, is the only defen-
dant who has expreSsed
remorse for his actions. He is
accused of committing or
abetting a range of crimes
including murder, torture and
rape. He did not address the
court Tuesday but through his
lawyer he again voicedregret,

After the fall of the Khmer
Rouge, Duch disappeared for
two decades, living under two
other names and converting to
Christianity before he was
located by Dunlop, the British
journalist.

Judges also still need to
decide whether to admit as
evidence a short film shot by
Vietnamese soldiers when they
entered Tuol Sleng prison in
January 1979 after toppling the
KhmerRouge.

Manna Dey
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Bangalees for their language. It
has been the life stream of the
Banglasongs overthe centuries.

Agroup ofatleast eight poets
from Kolkata, Delhi and
Mumbai also visited the
Ekushey BoiMela yesterday.

Meanwhile, a total of 1,584
new titles have so far arrived at
the Amar Ekusehy Boi Mela
from February 1 and around
1500 more new titles are
g;pected till the end, February

“We are expecting the num-
ber of new titles to exceed 3, 000
by the end of the fair,” Anwar
Mushid, Bangla Academy
Public Relation Officer told The
Daily Star.

Eminent writer Selina
Hossain, Jatin Sarker and
Shahriar Kabir unveiled the
cover of a book titled General
Maun-er Shadhinatar Itihash
Bikritir Itkatha by Ali Akbar Tabi
from Aamader Mati Prokashani
atthe fair premises.

Atotal of B8 new titles arrived
at the fair yesterday including
Jagriti Rammayo by Ahsan
Habib, Megher Kabita by Rudra
Mohammad Shahidullah,
Nirmalendu Goon, Syfullah
Ahmed Dulal and Shahid
Kaderi, Paribartaner Chara by

Nurul Huda, Muktijuddho

Secret Diplomacy by Prof Abu
Syeed, and Charar Mala by
NaziaJabeen.

Truck looted
by Dinajpur
'BCL men'’

A CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A truck loaded with goods
worth Tk 5 lakh was looted
allegedly by the activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of
Awami League (AL), at
Ghoraghat in Dinajpur on
Tuesday.

The cumin-laden truck was
heading for Bogra when the
BCL activists came from
behind on four motorcycles
and stopped it at Binakuri
Bazar under Ghoraghat
upazilaataround 6:00pm.

Armed youths numbering
nine to ten led by Tayebur,
Habibul, Milon and Mamun
forced the drivers and helpers
to take the truck to a nearby
brickfield where they looted
the cumin.

Proshanto Kumar Das, a
businessman from Hakimpur
upazila in Dinajpur said, Hills
Customs House sold the
cumin at an open auction on
February 9 and 15 and he
bought them in two install-
ments.

When contacted
Ghoraghat upazila BCL con-
vener Md Asaduzzaman
Bhutto said he heard about the
incident from police. He
denied the involvement of the
accused in BCL politics.

He demanded exemplary
punishment to the accused if
theyare found guilty.

Ghoraghat police station
officer-in-charge Mokhlesur
Rahman said, police con-
ducted a drive in the area and
recovered 30 sacks of cumin
from a potato field Tuesday
evening,

Huj1 active
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trying to trace Huji hideouts,
Mahmud said: “definitely, we
are trying to find out their
locations.”

Mahmud said Bangladesh
was willing to hand over United
Liberation Front of Asom
leader Anup Chetia, who has
been in a Bangladeshi jail since
1996, to India. "We have mutu-
ally agreed on the handover;
now we have to decide on the
formalities of how to handover.
[t willals6 i€l udeandover of
Bangladeshi criminals who
havefledtoIndia,"” he said.

The minister promised a
crackdown on militant groups
and alleged terrorists in the
South Asian region had “cross-
borderlinkages".

A “crackdown will indeed
happen because terrorist
attacks, which have been
happening in the region in the
past few months, even in
Mumbai, there are cross-
border linkages of these terror-
1sts. Notonly Lashkar (Laskhar-
e-Toiba) and Huji, but other
terror organisations also. They
(were) trained in Afghanistan,
they were in Pakistan (and)
then they came here,” he said.

Gun-running
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routine checks because of
underhand dealings.

Some high police officials in
the region, however, admitted
the incidence of arms smug-
gling through the border.

“We often arrest some of
them and recover firearms that
come from across the border
butitis notenough,” said a high
police official in Jessore on
condition ofanonymity.

The BDRrecovered firearms,
ammunition and bomb-
making materials smuggled
into the country from India in
lastseveral days,

The Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab)-6 in Jessore recovered
seven firearms from different
places in the district. Of them,
one revolver, one shooter gun,
one pipe gun and two bullets
from Kainyadah village in
Sharsha upazila, on January 25,
two American-made pistols,
nine bullets and 1 kg bomb-
making materials after check-
ing the consignment of a
Dhaka-bound passenger bus at
Garikhana area on January 26
and one shooter gun, one pipe
gun and two bullets from
Bezparaareainthe town.

Rabsaidin their initial inves-
tigation they confirmed that
those were smuggled into the
country through the border.
Rab however, could not arrest
anyofthesmugglers.

Maj Sarwar, camp-in-charge
of Rab-6, told The Daily Star
over phone that they have
information of criminals
involved in arms smuggling
across the borderinthe region.

The BDR on January 31
arrested two arms traffickers
and recovered an Indian-made
pistol and a shooter gun with
seven bullets from Jamalpur
village in Daulatpur upazila in
Kushtia.

Asaduzzman Miah, acting
deputy inspector general of
police in Khulna, said over
phone that law enforcers are
checking the alleged smuggling
of firearms throughout the
border.
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Hillary seeks
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to South Korea and China, was
particularly effusive about
Indonesia, which she said
deserved praise for its hard-
won multiethnic democracy
and efforts to fight terrorism
while respecting human rights

She tapped Indonesia -- as
a democratic and mainly
Muslim country -- for a key
role in the Obama administra-
tion's new commitment to
“smart power."

"Building a comprehensive
partnership with Indonesia is
a critical step on behalf of the
United States’ commitment to
smart power," she told a press
conference here alongside
Indonesian Foreign Minister
Hassan Wirajuda.

She said it was important
“to listen as well as talk to
those around the world, to
support a country that has
demonstrated so clearly... that
Islam, democracy and moder-
nity cannot only coexist but
thrive together.”

In her first visit to a Muslim
country as secretary of state,
The US secretary of state said
President Barack Obama
"wants to reach out to the
entire world" and Indonesia
would be an important part-
nerin thateffort.

She announced plans to
restart Peace Corps
programmes in Indonesia that
were suspended in 1965 when
volunteers were expelled after
leftists accused them of espio-
nage. And she said the two
countries would cooperate on
climate change, trade, educa-
tion, regional security and a
host of other issues, while
indicating that more develop-
mentaid was on the way,

While in Jakarta, Hillary
intends to announce plans to
step up US engagement with
Southeast Asia, stressing the
growing importance of a
region that often felt slighted
by the Bush administration.

Her two-day schedule in
Indonesia includes a visit to
the Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) secretariat and she is
likely to signal US intent to
sign the regional bloc's Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation.
Hillary will also pledge to
attend the group's annual
foreign ministers meeting in
Thailand this year, US officials
said.

Development and climate
change also will top the

agencla dunng her meenngs -

with Indonesian leaders,
along with the Iranian nuclear
dispute and the war in
Afghanistan.

Indonesia is the world's
most populous Islamicnation,
and it has personal ties for
President Barack Obama, who
spent four years of his child-
hood here. Among those who
turned out at the airport to
welcome Hillary were 44
children from his former

A quarter trying
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He was talking to reporters
after a meeting of the home
ministry's monitoring cell
dealing with sensational
cases. The meeting was the
cell’s first since the new gov-
ernment had taken over the
helm ofthe country.

Asked about the violent
clashes of two BCL factions on
JU campus, he said 'sabotage
is taking place in many ways'.

He said, "I and my minister
[the home minister] are deter-
mined not to have any toler-
ance for the culprits, no mat-
ter what party theybelongto.”

The state minister said
police arrested 28 students
and outsiders by raiding the
JU campus due to 'the correct
spiritofthe government'.

Sohel Tajdenied that police
were idly standing by during
the violence, and said, "We
can't just rest on our laurels
because the law and order
situation has improved, but
we also can't establish a soci-
ety completely free of crime. It
1S not possible in the real
world."

He claimed that law enforc-
INg agencies are more active
than before. "Both police and
Rab [Rapid Action Battalion)
have doubled the number of
their patrols to curb criminal
activities."

He also said cases like the
August 21, 2004 grenade
attack, nationwide bomb
blasts on August 17, 2005,
Kibria murder, Udichi bomb
blast, and Ramna Batamul
blast must be adjudicated to
ensure law and order, and
democracy.

Terming those attacks as
attacks on the Bangalee cul-
ture and the justice system, he
said the focus of probes
should be to find out whether
there was any link among the
incidents, adding, the govern-
ment is providing all kinds of
support to law enforcers to
thatend.

Sohel Taj said, "There is a
motive behind every incident,
we have to look for the
motives."

Chaired by the home min-
ister, the meeting was also
attended by the home secre-
tary, law secretary, inspector

general of police, director
general of Rab, and other
officials of the home ministry
and police department.

elementary school, singing
traditional folks songs and
waving Indonesian and US
flags.

During Clinton's first stop
in Japan, her two days of talks
focused mostly on North
Korea's belligerent rhetoric
and threats of a missile test,
and on the global financial
crisis. After 24 hours in
Indonesia, she travels to South
Korea and China, where
Pyongyang will again likely be
amajortopic.

But in Tokyo on Tuesday,
Hillary previewed the new
approach to dialogue she will
(ry out in Southeast Asia.
During a town hall student
meeting, she said that the
United States was under new
management,

"America is ready to listen
again,” she said. "Too often in
the recent past, our govern-
ment has not heard the differ-
ent perspectives of people
around the world. In the
Obama administration, we
intend to change that.”

Later, in response to a
student question about the
Bush administration’s per-
ceived "prejudice” against
Muslims in the war on terror-
1Ism, Hillary lamented that
America's failure to commu-
nicate its intentions with the
world is "one of the central
security challenges we face.”

She also acknowledged
that the task had gotten harder
because of the hugely unpop-
ular war in Iraq, which she
supported as a senator, but
came to oppose. That conflict,
she said, was "viewed as
wrong by many in the world.”

"I think that the war on Iraq
made our argument more
difficult because although
they just had peaceful elec-
tions, as you know, that they
never would have had under
Saddam Hussein, the process
was extremely controversial,”
Hillary said.

Mugger kills cop
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were first taken to Bhairab
upazila health complex where
SI Mizanur and constable
Mamun were shifted to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
inacritical condition.

Shahjahan Kabir, officer-in-
charge of Bhairab police sta-
tion, said Mizanur and Ruhul
cangnt Mionammad Mamun, a
mugger, while he yvas sn :
?ng at Bh}m{aﬁjpur ndli %ﬁiﬁ r
Sylhet highway at about
b:00pm.

The mugger then stabbed
them with a knife and man-
aged to flee, leaving the two
policemeninjured.

Around 7:00pm, SI
Mustafizur and SI Mizanur
again caught Mamun and tned
to take him to the police station
byamotorbike.

The snatcher, who sat
between the two SlIs on the
motorbike, stabbed them
indiscriminately with another
knife he hid under his clothes,
killing Mustafizur on the spot
and injuring the other SI criti-
cally. The culprit also stabbed
constable Mamun and fled
from the police custody.

OC Shahjahan said they
were trying to arrest him again.

ACC

FROM PAGE 16
Chhibbersaid ata pressbriefing
atHotel Sonargaonin the ciry.

He also suggested that
Bangladesh should collect
information regarding trials of
war cniminals in different coun-
tries. The UNDP will share such
information and experience
with Bangladesh government,
said Chhibber, who 1s also
assistant administrator of
United Natons Development
Program (UNDP).

“I think the important thing
IS to collect all the previous
experiences on war crimes trial
and make it available to
Bangladesh government. Such
experience we have prepared to
share and we will be putting
those together to share with the
government,” he said replying
toaqueston.

The press briefing was also
attended by UN Resident
Coordinator and UNDP
Resident Representative in
Bangladesh Renata Lok
Dessallien and UNDP Country
Director Stefan Priesner.

Chhibber also dwelt on
world economic recession and
its impending influence on
Bangladesh with the possibility
of reduction in export and
internationaldonation.

He also talked of bringing
qualitative change in the poli-
tics of Bangladesh, climate
change and agriculture devel-
opment and hailed Bangladesh
for being able to deal with a
natural disaster like Sidr so
successfully.

“Compared to previous
cyclones Bangladesh has made
Important progress in this area.
This is an area where other
countries can learn from
Bangladesh," he added.

Regarding the political
change in Bangladesh,
Chhibber said, “This is the time
for good leaders to come. There
are differences of course but this
is the opportunity to work and
move ahead. The level of politi-
cal discord must be changed
and this is the opportunity to
change.”




