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Abstract in style, images at the "Lamento de los
Muros" exhibition feature the walls of secret
detention centres in Argentina where, like
Paula, many women were imprisoned during
the Dirty War.

JAMIL MAHMUD
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Argentine photographer Paula Luttringer's exhibi-
tion "Lamento de los Muros” (The Wailing of the
Walls) started at Drik Gallery on February 11. The
exhibition is part of the second phase of Chobi Mela
V. which will continue till February 20 at several
venues in the city.

Paula’s series provides a window to her troubled
past; she is one of many victims of Argentina's Dirty
War (during the 1970s and early '80s). In 1977, Paula
escaped to neighbouring Uruguay after having been
kKidnapped and held. for five months in a secret
detention centre in her homeland Argentina.

Returning home from the exile in }995, photogra-
phy became a means of expression to her. Her work
delves into recent history and her biography.

Abstract in style, the images on display at the

"Lamento de los Muros” exhibition feature the walls

of secret detention centres where, like Paula, many
women were imprisoned.

Pauladescribes, "In the 16th and 17th centuries it
was not unusual to come across 'Cabinets de
Curiosités' (cabinets of curiosities) stones on which
strange patterns could be observed. It was thought
that these patterns were created when the stones
absorbed imprints of the violence that had taken
place nearby. I have a collection of these stones
because they remind me of the marks which I feel
are inscribed on my body and the bodies of other
Argentine women who suffered enforced disappear-

ance and torture during the DirtyWar 30 years ago."

The walls seemingly bear witness to the violence
enacted on the detainees. To augment her work,
Paula later searched for women who lived through
enforced disappearance, asking them to talk about
theirmemories.

In 1996, Paula was chosen by the Museum of Fine
Arts in Buenos Aires as one of the 20 "New
Generation Photographers.” In 1999, she won the
Best Portfolio Prize at PhotoEs and was awarded a
Guggenheim fellowship in 2001.
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Film Screening
Title: Aamar Bhashar
Chalochchitra
Organiser: DUFS

Date: February 13-18
Time: 10am onwards
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Prothom Alo Language Festival

in Rangpur

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur

Hundreds of parents and students of eight
northern districts thronged the Rangpur Zila
School premises to participate at the 'Prathom
Alo Language Festival' recently,.

About 800 students from 42 educational
institutions of Rangpur, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat, Gaibandha, Nilphamri,
Thakurgaon, Dinajpur, and Panchagarh dis-
tricts took part in the festival.

Students took a pledge to participate in
nation building, speaking out against injustice
and uphold the values of Liberation War,

Litterateur and former director of Bangla
Academy, Farhad Khan; Assistant Professor of
Dhaka University, Tarique Monjur; senior sub-
editor of the daily Prathom Alo, Zafar Ahmed
Rashed and headmaster of Rangpur Zila
School, Abu Noor Mohammad Aminul Islam
Choudhurywere present at the festival.

Ahmed Rashed said that to keep alive the
memory of the Language Movement martyrs,
Prathom Alo organises this festival annually in
different parts of the country.

Certainly with such festivals, the new gener-
ation may be better acquainted with Bangla
and the history of Bangladesh.

Science Fair and cultural programme

in Rangamati

SHAWMUY CHAKMA, Rangamati
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Speakers at a cultural function held recently
called upon students to be more science-
oriented. This step, they said, would ready the
latterto be worthy citizens.

They said this is the era of science, going on
to add that the lives of our countrymen is get-
ting increasingly intertwined with science.

Dipankar Talukder, state minister for CHT
Affairs Ministry, addressed the gathering in his
capacity as chief guest on the concluding day of
the three-day-long 'Science Fair', held at the
premises of the Rangamati Government College.

Talukder along with the guests gave away
the prizes and certificates amongst the winning
students who took part in the debate competi-
tion and speech deliberation.

Banchita Chakma, principal of the Rangamati
Government College, conservator of forest of
CHT cirtle” RK Mojumder and lecturer of
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Indigenous artistes dance at a cultural
programme, part of the science fair.

ple of the transformation of the Rangamati
Government College into a- university and”the
settingup ofa university of science and technology

Rangamati College Mohammad Jamal Hossian inRangamati

spoke on the occasion.

The science fair was followed by a wonderful
cultural function on the concluding day. Bengali
and indigenous artistes displayed their mettle

Mohammad Nurul Amin, deputy commis-
sionerof Rangamati, presided over the function.
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Dipankar Talukder, in his speech assured peo-

through diverse folk songs and dances.
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