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Speaker PRIMARY EDUCATION IN SHAMBLES-3
rejects 50

weot — (3OVE faces big task

opposition

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

&
Speaker Abdul Hamid yester-
day turned down again the

BNP-led opposition lawmak-
ers' demand for holding dis-

cussion on various issues in | 7 g kel new teachers, 30,000 schools needed

parliament, adjourning the

scheduled business of the | GuRANIITH DEABNATH and rooms in existing schools within the next Achievement in primary education
House. | RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN tWO years, remains tremendously low, with the
_l~||‘|'L"' ﬂ[}l]‘ﬂhnll]n ]il\\']'ﬂ{lk{'rh E.‘(pl‘:l'l‘.s “150 5ugﬂfﬁl ”“lt ”-H_r R“v(_:l-n. “t'l.'ti“'y rate hl'il‘lg Unly (13 pﬂrﬂﬂ'"l, ﬂb{)u{

submitted 50 notices to the | Thegovernmentfacesagreatchallengein  menrallocates atleast four percentofthe 73 per cent of all teachers are untrained
pdf“iu"l’"t secretariat with Tl‘ﬂh?\]"].: Its election ﬂlt‘llgl" of total liter- GDP towards pr"nur}r l‘.'{,illl:ﬂti.ﬂ'”. Al ﬂ"d 1h[”'lf remain 19 043 ui”ﬂgﬂ'ﬁ whlch
demands for having discus- | acyin the country by 2014 because of the present, this remains at less than two have n{}ﬁchnulsulall.' '

sions on issues including the | heavy dropout of children from primary  percent. Educationists term the AL election

government move (0 SIgn schools ill"!tl_i-'ll“*‘*l"U”ﬂHt”"“‘*Whl‘“- About three million children in the pledgesas unrealistic, but notimpossible
transit agreement with India, Academicians and researchers think country still don’t go to schools while 50  They say the government will have to take
formation of regional anti- that to reach these targets, the govern- per cent of students who get admitted to  pragmatic stepstoachieve the targets.

ment will have to recruit seven lakh new

terrorism taskforce and Trade _ Fegl class I drop out before completing five "It is a tremendous challenge for the PHOTO STAR
and Investment Framework l;t[‘;l:]:;;‘f"- o Pﬂl‘fl‘h;m} 1:11‘:‘1:}1:][{1][-}'1131::! l:‘:'ld years of primary education, mainly dueto = government because millions of children  Students of Godagari Government Primary School in Sariakandi, Bogra, are doing class work without
30, new schools and 60, ew class- Yty ' ' |

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3 poverty. SEE PAGE 6 coL 4 theteacherwhohadtoleave for another class as the school has only two teachers for five classes. '
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Fishing cat
beaten to
death

Election to - - Check graft
JS reserved Fix target people in (:HTg

| seatslikely | for food rationingérationing

e e -:; \ s |

OUR CORRESPONDENT, on Mal‘ 22 CHT Commission

Barisal SuggeSt experts f
STAFF CORRESPONDENT - urges govi |

Villagers beat a fishing cat i STAFF CORRESPONDENT ,

to death on Sunday eve- The Election Commission : STAFE CORBESFONOENE

(EC) yesterday set March 22 as | Introduction of rationing system will not be effective without - Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)

a tentative date for holding | identifying the target group and enhancement of administrative

lections ; | - Commission yesterday
electuons to the reserved seats | capacity, experts said yesterday. . requested the government to

forwomen in parliament. "The government must conduct research and improve the : check corruption of the
Before finalising the date, | capacity of the administration before introducing the rationing * rationing system in CHT and
the ECwill send letters to three | system,"” ProfWahiduddin Mahmud told reporters after chairing provide rations to the
major political parties repre- | aseminaron 'Marketvolatility, vulnerabilityand food securityin : Bangalee settlers who want to

senting the House and seek | Bangladesh: Strategic choices and policy options' at Sheraton : return to their previous places.

ning at Bhourghata under
Khangapur union ol
Gouranadi upazila In

Barisal.
As the cat started

killing domestic animals
the villagers trapped it in
a betel-leaf field and

killed it with iron rods, their opinion or objection on | Hotelinthe capital. : The commission also
sticks and spears, the the tentative date, sources at Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) and the - urged the government to
locals said. ) Y the ECsaid. Department for International Development (DFID) jointly : activate the CHT Land
Later they disposed of \ i The commission also set | organised the seminar attended by experts from India, England : Commission as settlement of
the body into & nearbv _ . date for holding Dhaka City | and Thailand. . land problems will help to
”‘"Efqrmjnd;'a:'j{]p[n. This fishing cat was beaten to death at Bhourghata of Gournadi in Barisal Sunday evening after Corporation (DCC) elections A sudden decision will not benefit the target group, said Prof - resolve more than B0 percent
see PAGE 15 coL 6  villagerstrapped itin a betel-leaf plantation. PHOTO: STAR inApril. Wahiduddin, a renowned economist and former adviser to a . problems of the indigenous

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 SEE PAGE2COLS - SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Al meves India goes for big 2200 Sharia law enforced
to ease city textbooks B e e

i B gk - . . o S AT+
uafficjam | defence budget |[seizedincity i3 Qywat Valley sci-fi books
UNB, Dhaka | STAFF CORRESPONDENT ;
re nt | - ; - Mll}nbal at[aCkS r0’n ted The taskforce on textbooks . . . . On rlse
Kareicimpe L v s tized 50000 sehod) et | PAISISTELSIEN S (AeqL IV IRIGIASTS: RAKIB AHAMMED |

ought some changes in his h . . A€ ,< .
movementschedule in thecity | gOUZ- tO make A 34pc lke books from a publishing . . . . N e
and ureced all concerned for | _ house Iin the city's US mlSSlle SZTZ]CQ ]CZHS 30 Mith o d '-l i
tumuii;ﬂﬁt control to reduce OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhz Banglabazar area early yester- - At v : e S SN L

= : ' APP' AP, Peshawar includes the Swat xaHE}, and home to around moving from one stall to
public sufferings, said a | 1n4ja today announced a 34 percent hike in its defence budget day. three million of the estimated 20 million people | another to find some newly
Bangabhaban release yester- keeping in view the security scenario in the wake of Mumbai - g B thertaakﬁ)rce Ie.d The Pakistan government yesterday signed a wholive in the northwest province. arrived science fictions at the
day terror ahttacksiaswear. ‘ b}.-" Flight L_‘ Nazrul_ Kabir | deal with Islamic hardliners to enforce Sharia Until two years ago, Swat was a jewel in the | Amar Ekushey Boi Mela.

The changes have been Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, who presented the raided Ralhan Printers | Jaw in a northwestern region, hailing the agree- crown of Pakistani tourism, frequented by The boys have been saving
brought considering the | j-carim budget in parliament, said the allocation has been Limited on RM Da.S Road in | mentasaprecursorforpeaceinthetroubledarea. foreign and local holidaymakers escaping to | money for last couples of
importance of timely pres- | j,ereasedasthe security environmenthas "deteriorated consid- | Banglabazar at about 1:00am Earlier a suspected US missile strike on  the mountains for skiing in winter or cooler | months.
ence of SSCexamineesintheir | o pjy and recovered the textbooks. | Monday destroyed an Afghan Taliban camp climesin the punishing heatofsummer. "We have bought three
examination centres, the Noting that the Mumbai attacks had amounted to the thresh- But the taskforce could not | and killed 30 in Pakistan's northwest tribal area But the region descended into chaos after | science fictions by
release added old being crossed on the security front, he said, "We are going | arrest its owner. The books anprram. asecurityofficial said. radica! cleric Mau.lana Faz_lullahen'{barked ona ;\[uhlammac_‘: Jafar Iqbal and

through tough times, The Mumbai terror attacks have given an | were stored there despite The C_lﬂiﬂ- seen by analysts as a BOVELIIENS lerrifymg campaign to enforce Taliban-style Iunkmg for few more of popu-
55 hurt in entirely newdimension to cross-border terrorism.” directives from the govern- | concession, followed talks bt{twegn ministers  Sharia law, plmmpnngtensqfthﬂusandato flee 1;1; natweqnd foreign writers

With the total revised expenditure for defence last year stand- | ment to sell all textbooks to | in the troubled North West Frontier P[DV‘IHEE ﬂnqSHUHUCHUHEdﬂ‘.-"tﬂ'dal"llfﬁ'- _ LTI[}}unsald.

ingatRs 1,14,600 crore, Pranab said the increased 'plan expendi- | ease the prevailing textbook | (NWFP) and a local militant leader, Sooh Today an agreement has been signed I have managed Tk. 400
COW trouble ture' for defence this yearwould be Rs 86,879 crore. Crisis. Mohammad, on formalising the implementa- between the governmentﬂ of NWPP, and Erom my mmher. and saved Tk
UNB, Bagerhat Last year's 'plan expenditure’ was Rs 73,600 crore with an Meanwhile, National | tionoflslamiclaw. I Maulana Sooh Mohammad, prm'mc‘larl infor- | 500 IALE during |35r[. R

increase of Rs 13,279 crore this vear. Curriculum and Textbooks The deal will cover Pakistan's Malakand mation minister Mian Ifukhar Hussain told | months to buy science
At least 55 people, including | SEE PAGE 15 COL 3 SEE PAGE 15 coL 2 | area, one of the districts of NWEE which SEE PAGE 15 COL 8 SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

six police personnel, were
injured in a fierce clash over a
trifling matter between two 1 '
groups of villagers at Singati Eh‘_‘f
village in Mollarhat upazila | B8
yesterday. :

Police and witnesses said | §
there had been alongstanding | 8
dispute between Kabul | B8

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Altaf, Falu
barred from
going abroad
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Immigration officials at Zia
International Airport barred
former minister Air Vice-
Marshal (retd) Altaf Hossain
Choudhury and Mosaddek
Hossain Falu, political secre-
tary to former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, from leaving the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Grassroots leaders of BNP attack, /ef, so- Vo o68e ¢ anfer @@t s fie B TS 79T & SIS A O Y 3% oA

PHOTO. BANGLAR CHOKH

called reformist President of BNP's
Chittagong (South) unit Ahmed Khalil and
Assistant Secretary Mohiuddin in front of

I P G ST T (R AT O NS QfeHTAR 0T ¢ TS e
IRT A PITEIA SGA IRCE T A |

Prayer Timin | ST @ oFIRG e FTTE O T 6
Fbmm 7 v BNP central office in the capital yesterday. risTeR) AR FWAE €Q wfes q 7 I ey 7
e T el The grassroots leaders tear the clothes, top, | | s aamee &vy g 5 7% QUF WFE e Tl QIS S
e Lo Eon: | of one of them. The clash erupted when | sy e sy, Ay vy R | 7 a7 TR ST R 38 |
1". supporters of Salahuddin Quader YIS
. Chowdhury allegedly resisted their rival Fieemow= @1y frg wfafesa «vF
W ) Abdullah Al Noman group while entering A A *fFou, Fs14f®
'ﬁ"fﬁ. A e 4 the party office.
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