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Russel stay in hunt

SPORTS REPORTER

Alfaz Ahmed missed a
- penalty but scored from the
other to keep Sheikh
Russel's slim hopes alive to
finish runners-up in the
. Citycell B. League witha 1-0
win over Rahmatganj yes-
terday in the last match of the penultimate
round.

The missed penalty meant that the veteran
striker wasted a chance to overtake
Mohammedan's Nigerian striker Alamu Bukola
in the race for the top scorer as both came level
on 16 goals.

The victory, Russel's 11th in 19 games,
ensured their third place but to bag the second
spot, they must now keep their fingers crossed
for Mohammedan to lose to Chittagong
Abahaniin the final round.

POINTS TABLE
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If second-placed Mohammedan, who have
a three-point advantage, lose in Chittagong
and Russel, who are on 38 points, can win their
final game against Farashganj, both teams will
finish on equal points and a play-off will be
needed to separate the two sides,

Rahmatganj, who held Russel 2-2 in the first
leg, began brightly at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium but paid for squandering
opportunities.

Ugandan striker Idris Kasirye, Nigerian
Nche Francis and Ripon all fluffed their scoring
chances while Moroccan striker Samir Omari
spoiled Russel's only real chance in the first

half.
Russel, who had all three foreigners back in

the side after missing Omari through suspen- |
sion in their 2-1 loss to champions Abahani in
the previous round, geared up after the break

and finally went ahead in the 59th minute from
aspotkick.

Impressive right-winger Mobarak was
fouled by Kabir inside area and Alfaz sent
Rahmatganj goalkeeper Mohammed Ali the
wrong way to separate the two sides.

Four minutes later, the old-Dhaka outfit
conceded the second penalty of the match when
Ashraful brought down Omariinside the box.

Alfaz hit the mark from the 12-yard spot but
referee Tayeb Hasan ordered a re-kick as
Rahmatganj players rushed into their area
before the national striker had struck the ball
Alfaz, who wasreplaced in the 71st minute, failed
in his second effort as Ali made a diving save on
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the penalty to keep Rahmatganjin the game.
The rest of the match was full of attacks and
SEE PAGE 1B COL 5

' '.w ey ","'-rqi" ¥ l:?:u

o L

Diego Maradona
(Argentina soccer coach)
"Lionel Messi played fantasti-
cally. The ball is a part of his
- body - it is impossible to wrest
itfromhim."

After 2-0 win over France on
Wednesday.

Shirin, Masuda
share lead
SPORTS REPORTER

Sharmin Sulatana Shirin
joined Masuda Begum on top
of the 30th National Women's
Chess Championship qualify-
ing table after six rounds
yesterday.

Masuda, who had solo
lead, drew with Nazrana Khan
Eva at the federation hall-
room in the penultimate
round while Shirin defeated
Rokhsana Titli. The leaders
had five points each, followed
closely by Eva and Farjana
Hossain Anne on 4.5 points.

In other 6th round games,
Anne drew with Zakia,
Pratibha beat Nupur, Ahely
beat Mithila, Runu drew with
Amena and Tanibeat Reshma.

Thequalifiers end today.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4
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INTERNET, undated

Australia retained the Chappell-Hadlee trophy
after rain ensured that the fifth and final one-
day international at the Gabba finished with no
result.

Trailing the five-match series 2-0 after the
opening two fixtures, Ricky Ponting's men
fought back superbly to restore parity and with
no result possible in Brisbane the series ended
allsquareat2-2.

After being set 156 for victory off 20 overs,
New Zealand were well on course for victory at
123-6 with opener Martin Guptill well set on 64
not out and debutant Brendon Diamanti
unbeaten on 26.

However, with six overs reaming and the
Black Caps needing just 33 more runs for vic-
tory, a torrential shower halted the tourists
charge and ended the match as aresult.

The series therefore finished at 2-2, meaning
Australia retaining the Chappell-Hadlee series
following their 2-0 win in 2007.

Play was delayed by almost five hours due to
rain in Queensland, and the day-night encoun-
terwasrevised into a 22-over a-side contest.

Australia were indebted to makeshift opener
Haddin who continued his fine form with an

Rain spoils NZ party

unbeaten 88 off 65 deliveries to guide the hosts
to 168-4.

Haddin appeared in total control through-
out his innings, striking five boundaries and
three sixes, but it was perhaps his patience
under pressure in the middle of the innings that
was mostimpressive.

He didn't do it all on his own, however, with
Ferguson continuing his dream start to his
international career with a brilliant 55 not out
off 35 balls in just his fourth ODI.

Having joined Haddin at the crease at 70-4,
the pair put together an unbeaten 98-run stand
tosteal the upperhand atthe midway point.

James Hopes (5) got the Australian innings
going with a boundary in the second over but
his aggression soon cost him his wicket when
he skied a wild pull-shot to Daniel Vettori who
made no mistake.

Kyle Mills (2-22) kept the pressure on the
home side when he removed Australia captain
Ricky Ponting (2) caught behind with a well
directed out-swinger.

David Hussey, who made a match-winning
79 in the previous match, found the going
much tougher this time around and was
bowled bylain O'Brien for six.

Haddin continued to plunder the Black
Caps attack, however Vettori (1-24) halted
Australia’s momentum when Mike Hussey hit a

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

AFP, Antigua

An unsuitable outfield forced the abandon-
ment of play on the opening day of the second
Test between West Indies England after 45
minutes yesterday at the Sir Vivian Richards
Cricket Ground.

Play was called off following talks between
players, umpires and Alan Hurst, the match
referee, with England at 7-0.

West Indies bowlers were finding it difficult
to keep their footing on an outfield covered in
sand afterrain.

Discussions are taking place to determine
whether the problem ground can be repaired
or whether the Test will have to be relocated to
anothervenue,

England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) chair-
man Giles Clarke commented on the issue “The

LOCAL SNIPPETS

Sand blow on Day One

ECB is committed to playing this Test match in
Antiguaonce the ground is safe.”

"The bowlers are having trouble getting
their footing - they were digging down in the
sand and the turf was giving way, the umpires
decided it was very dangerous and after talking
to the captains decided it was unfit for play
today. So we are going to look at the options
available to us,” Match Referee Alan Hurst told
BBCTestMatch Special.

Hurst rejected suggestions that with the
outfield in its current state for several days
leading up to the match, this scenario could
have been avoided by switching the venue in
advance.

Former England opener Geoffrey Boycott
said "They have to try and get a Test match
played in Antigua, the match referee, captains
and West Indies Cricket Board should see ifit's
possible to getapitch prepared”.

"This should be a huge embarrassment to

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Vettori
'happy’

CRICINFO, undated

Daniel Vettori had no com-
plaints over New Zealand's
near miss for a first one-day
series win in Australia, but he
was disappointed the rain did
not stay away for a couple
more overs. Martin Guptill's
breath-taking 64, which came
from only 34 balls, pushed the
tourists to 33 short of their
target of 156 with six overs
remaining when the weather
closedinagain.

Guptill and the debutant
Brendon Diamanti, who was 26
not out, still had the batting
Powerplay in hand before the
rain. The untimely cloud burst
forced the match to be aban-
doned and allowed Australia to
keep the Chappell-Hadlee
Trophyafterthe2-2 series result.

“It's an odd feeling," Vettori
said. "You wanted to see the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Dubai tri-series
cancelled
AFP, Karachi

Pakistan cricket received a
further blow Friday with the
cancellation of a tri-series in
Dubai scheduled for late
March due to the unavailabil-
ity of the Sri Lankan team, a
top official said.

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chief operating officer
Salim Altaf told AFP that the
eventwould be scrapped.

"We have been told by
organisers that the tri-series
has been cancelled because, |
believe, the Sri Lankan team is
unavailable,” said Altaf. The
third team was to be
Bangladesh.

Altaf said he did not know
why Sri Lanka could not par-
ticipate.

The event was part of a
nine-million dollar deal with

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8
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PHOTO: COURTESY

Sri Lanka batsman Suvini de Alwis fails to make her ground as Bangladesh wicketkeeper Mina Khatun (R) acrobatically removes the stumps from a Panna Ghosh throw
during their tri-nation match at the Bir Shreshtha Motiur Rahman Stadium in Khulna yesterday.

Bangladesh's maiden win
Keep final hopes alive

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh handed Sri
Lanka a stunning six-wicket
defeat in the GrameenPhone
Iri-Nation Women's Cricket
Tournament yesterday at the
Shaheed Flight Lieutenant
Motiur Rahman Stadium in
Khulna.

This victory gave thousands a chance to
smile after an otherwise unsuccessful tri-series
so far and sets up a virtual semifinal clash
against Pakistan on Saturday. Sri Lanka, who
have led the way in the tournament with a
perfect record so far, lost the toss and were put
into bat first.

It proved to be a disaster for the islanders

POINTS TABLE

Mat Won Lost Pts
SnLanka 4 3 B L
Bangladesh 3 1 2 5
Pakistan 3 1 2 9

NetRR
+1.160
-0.507
-1.079

Team

and they were shot out for only 67, a target
which the winners chased down with six wick-
etsinhandand 111 balls to spare.

Bangladesh's success was based on a four-
pronged bowling attack, with everyone picking
up wickets. Panna Ghosh struck the first blow
after she trapped Chamari Polgampola |bw in
the fifth over, and Shamima Akhter bowled
Hiruka Fernando to reduce Sri Lanka to 25 for 2.

The Lankans also proceeded to self-
capitulate as two middle-order batsmen,
including captain Sashikala Siriwardene, fell
vicum to run-outs through sharp fielding by the
Bangladesh team. The tail then put only meek
resistance in the face of disciplined bowling as
four of the last five batsmen fell without trou-
bling the scorers.

Bangladesh too began their chase badly
when Shathira Jakirwas |bw to Polgampolafora
13-ball duck but steady contributions from
Ayesha Akhter, who top scored with 24, Ghosh
and captain Salma Khatun secured the joyous
and atthe same time amuch-needed victory.

Sri Lanka have already qualified for the final
of the tournament and will be joined by the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 7
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AFP, Chennai

India's cricket selectors on Friday picked
Lakshmipathy Balaji for the New Zealand tour,
after a four-year Test absence for the fit-again
seamer.

Balaji, 27, who last played a Test match in
March 2005 before suffering a career-
threatening stress fracture to his back, was
named in a 16-man squad for the three-Test
series against the Kiwis.

The Tamil Nadu seamer, regarded as one of

India’s brightest new-ball prospects, claimed
27 wicketsin eight Tests before beinglaid low by
injury.

Balaji joins a five-man seam attack that
includes 20-year-old rookie Dhawal Kulkarni,
who took 41 wickets in his maiden first-class
season to help Mumbai win the Ranji Trophy
lastmonth.

The selectors, who announced the team
through a media release, retained the nucleus

India recall Balaji

of the squad that beat Ricky Ponting's Australia
2-1and England 1-0in home Test series late last
year.

But only six players -- Sachin Tendulkar,
Virender Sehwag, Rahul Dravid, Venkatsai
Laxman, Zaheer Khan and Harbhajan Singh ---
have played a Test on New Zealand soil before.

The selectors also picked a separate limited-
overs squad for two Twenty20 matches and five
one-day internationals that precede the Test
series.

Ravindra Jadeja will replace Tendulkar, who
has shunned Twenty20 internationals in recent
months, for the shortest version of the game.

The last time India toured New Zealand in
December 2002, they lost both Tests with totals
of 161, 121, 99 and 154 in the four innings on
bowler-friendly greentop wickets.

New Zealand also went on to win the subse-
quentone-dayseries 5-2.

India open the six-week tour with the
Twenty20 internationals on February 25 and 27
before playing the one-day series against the
hosts from March 3. |
SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

MRS s D el B T o e T TR R

SPORTS REPORTER

The Grameenphone Bhatiary
Golf Cup teed-off yesterday at
the Bhatiary Golf and
Country Club (BGCC) in
Chittagong.

Local and expatriate mem-
bers of the club and other
golfers are taking part in this
prestigious event.

Vice-president (adminis-
tration and finance) of
Bhatiary Golf and Country
Club Wazed Thakur inaugu-
rated the tournament.

Later in the evening,
Mohammad Shamim
Chowdhury, senior vice-
president of BGCC, distributed
prizes among the winners.
Grameenphone has been
sponsoring the tournament
since 2007.

SHATKHIRA CRICKET
Our Correspondent:
Ganamukhi Juba Sangha
cmerged champions after

defeating Munshipara Juba
Sangha by two wickets in the
Puratan Shatkhira Cricket
tournament at Satkhira
Government College ground.

Batting first after winning
the toss, Munshipara scored
267 for seven in 40 overs.
Sanjoy Kumar smashed 102 off
90 balls for Munshipara while
Pakistani cricketer Jafar
Qureshi and Nayan took two
wickets each for Ganamukhi.

In reply, Ganamukhi
scored 269 for eight in 39.2
overs with Qureshi scoring
87. Munshipara's Mustakim
took three wickets. Qureshi
was adjudged man of the
match.

A large number of cricket
lovers watched the match as
both national and a Pakistani

and an Australian cricketer, |

Broady, played in the final
Satkhira Police Super Abuy
Sufiyandistributed trophies
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Exclusive Luxurious
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North Gulshan
Dhanmondi

SUVASTU

01730077 331, 01730077 332, 01730077 333
01730077 334, 01730077 337, 01730077 344
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Corporate Office: Suvastu Development Limited
Suvastu Imam Square (5th floor)
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65, Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1219.




