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Woman bomber
kills 32 Shia
pilgrims in Iraq

AFP, Hilla

A woman suicide bomber
dressed in a black abaya blew
herself up in a crowd of Shia
pilgrims south of the lraqi
capital yesterday.dkﬂhng 32
worshi , mostly women
andchiﬂ:n.oﬂicialssaid

The interior ministry said 32
people were killed and 65
wounded in the attack in the
town of Iskandiriyah as pilgrims
flocked on foot to the ho?y city of
Karbala for a major religious

ceremony.
Captain Mohammed al-

Awadi of the police force for
Babil province, of which Hilla
is the capital, said the suicide
bomber had hidden her explo-
sives under an abaya, the
traditional Muslim head-to-
toe black garment for women.

She blew herself up among
a crowd of women and chil-
dren just after midday (0900
GMT), he said, adding that
most of the casualties were
women and children.

[t was the third straight day
of killings that have targeted
Shias heading to Karbala.

The pilgrims had been

eating near a tent set up for
re;ugiments along the road
south to Karbala when the
bomber struck, the interior
ministry said.

A doctor at nearby Hilla
General Hospital, where tens
of ambulances ferried the
casualties, said most of the
survivors had head and chest
wounds.

Iskandirivah lies within
what used to be known as "the
triangle of death” where Sunni
fighters from al-Qaeda. con-
cealed in date tree groves,
would launch deadly attacks
on Shias who ventured into
the mainly farming area.

Last February, a suicide
bomber in Iskandiriyah,
which lies 40 kilometres (25
miles) south of Baghdad,
killed 43 Shia pilgrims and
wounded more than 60.

Millions of pilgrims are
travelling to Karbala for
Arbaeen, a ceremony to mark
40 days after the Ashura anni-

versary of the killing of Imam
Hussein by Sunni caliph
Yazid's armies in AD 680.

Textbooks
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Tk 30 lakh from Faraz Printers,

a publishing house at Bangla
Bazar. It also seized huge quan-
tity of low quality newsprnt
kept there for printing second-
aryschool textbooks.

Meanwhile, nine special
committees of NCTB yesterday
began visiting book markets in
six divisional cities to measure
the actual demand for second-
aryschool textbooks.

They will submit Br?nrts to
the NCTB and the education
ministry on Sunday after their
two-day wisit to book markets,
said NCTB sources.

The committees were
formed on Thursday night to
help NCTB find out how many
more textbooks need to be
printed in addition to 2.62 crore
textbooks.

Following their recommen-
dations, NCTB might take
initiative to float tender for
printing more booksto solve the
prevailing crisis of secondary
school textbooks.

The publishers failed to
hoard 24 t%pes of textbooks in
the third phase of book supply
following strict monitoring by
the taskforce.

However, the taskforce is yet
to make headway in ensuring
supply of 14 other textbooks in
the first phase and 38 textbooks
in the second phase to the
market.

Publishers said the textbook
crisis will not end even after
ensuring supply of 2.62 crore
textbooks as the actual demand
fortextbooks is over five crore.

The NCTB formed the spe-
cial committees following
demands from the publishers.

Air France cuts
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Europe's biggest airline, Air
France-KLM, said yesterday it
had plunged into loss and
would have to cut jobs and
spending while waiting for
clearer economicskies ahead.

In the final quarter of 2008,
the third quarter of the carrier's
financial year, the French-
Dutch group made a net loss of
505 million euros (651 million
dollars) and an operating loss
0f 194 million euros.

"The economic environ-
ment continues to deteriorate,
and the group is taking several
new measures to face up to
this situation including a
reduction in capacity of two
percent for summer 2009," an
Air France statement said.

“Activity in the third quarter
reflected the increasing sever-
ity of the economic downturn,”
the group said, announcing a
cut of around 1,200 from its
74,000-strong workforce
through a hiring freeze and by
notreplacing retirees.

DMP drive
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marijuanaand 400 bottles of
liquor.

No decrease in the inten-
sity of criminal activities
however suggests the arrests
and recovery did little to stop
the downward spiral in law
and order, said police sources.

Holed up, most of the
underworld kingpins have
been using accomplices to
carry out extortions, killings
and other serious crimes, they
added.

The top-listed criminals on
the run include Subrata Bain,
Shahadat of Mirpur, Imam
and Milu of Gulshan, Omar
F2ruq Kochi and Driver
SLahid of Shyampur, Dakat
Shahid and Alam of old Dhaka,
Sabura, Mona, Uzzal, Mamun
and Moksha of Jatrabari, Kala
Mintu and Arif of Sutrapur,
Khasi Jahangir, Kajol, Shahin,
Amzad, Shankar, Masum and
Salauddin of Kotwali, Nobi
and Tuhin of Adabar, Jisan and
Western Titu of Khilgaon,
Shahzada of Sabujbagh,
Akhter of Badda, Khokan of
Motijheel, Mamun and Lat
Saheb of Pallabi and Shahin
Sikder of Kafrul.

Besides, gangs controlled
by Sweden Aslam, Freedom
Rashu and Pichchi Helal from
behind bars have heen active
for the last few weeks.

Speaking in return for

, a DMP official said
special drives with announce-
ments in the media are of little
use, as they make the crimi-
nals aware long before the ball
begins to roll, and help them
evade the dragnet.
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The group will also cut
capital expenditure by 1.2
billion euros (1.5 billion dol-
lars), including 600 million
next year.

Air France hopes to return
to profitin 2009, but it warned
the early signs were very wor-
rying, with January seeing the
worst ever one month drop in
cargo traffic: a 25 percent
month-on-month fall.

Zillur
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State Minister for Housing and
Public Works Abdul Mannan
Khan, chiefs of the three ser-
vices and other high civil and
military officials were also
present.

Later, the president signed
the visitor's book kept at the
mausoleum.

Earlier, President Zillur
placed wreaths at the portrait
of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in front of
Bangabandhu Museum in
Dhanmondiat 10:30am.

Yunus
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come up with new inventions
to enhance the country and
mankind.

BUET has lifted the esteem
of Bangladesh while the coun-
try’'s reputation has been
slandered across the world, he
added.

".....why only take benefit
of technologies from other
countries when we need to
come up with something
ourselves, he said.

Grameen Bank has been
providing education loans
and offering scholarships to
bright students to facilitate
families maintained by
women, Yunus said.

He also said around 35,000
students are now studying in
different universities provided
withloans by Grameen Bank.

“We are able to involve
more former students in our
activity,” said Prof Jamilur
Reza Choudhury adding that
the existing number of alum-
nae members nears 1,000.

Acting Vice-chancellor of
BUET Prof Abdur Rouf said
such programmes would
increase interactions betwéen

former and existing students,
which will help the existing
students to change their view
ondelaying exams.

The performance of alum-
nae has tinted the reputation
of BUET in Bangladesh and
abroad, hesaid.

Executive Director of
Alumnae association Sadekul
Islam and Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of Grameen
Phone also spoke among
others in the inaugural session.
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Thousands of people throng the Amar Ekushey Boi Mela yesterday, which was a weekend, celebrat-
ing the arrival of spring.
Probegraft | {J§ plane crash

during the rule of immediate
past caretaker government
and the previous BNP-led
four-partyalliance.

Talking to journalists at his
residence in the city, Anwar
said the present government
should not take any move as
the caretaker government had
launched against politicians
in the name of anti-corruption
drive.

The prime minister's
announcement on White
Papers on corruption only
indicates that the government
intends to persecute particu-
lar political party men.

Meanwhile, the BNP-
Jamaat alliance government
formed after the 1991 election
had prepared aWhite Paperon
the previous Ershad regime.
The alliance that came to
power again in 1996 prepared
a White Paper on Awami
League (AL) rule from 1996 to
2001. But none of these White
Papers was made public offi-
cially.

Replying to query, the BNP
leader said his party is eager to
join parliament proceedings.

"We are against parliament
boycott, and want to join the
House as soon as the row over
seats is resolved. What the
prime minister said about
seating arrangements sad-
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He claimed that AL mem-
bers were given more seats in
front row in the last parlia-
ment (when BNP was in
power).

The BNP legislators have
been abstaining from parlia-
ment session since January 29
to press for more front-row
seats in keeping with what
outgoing speaker Jamiruddin
Sircar had allocated them.
Later, Speaker Abdul Hamid
rearranged that giving the
opposition four seats in front
Tow.

Criminals kill
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from his office. The gang shot
Atigin his abdomen and took
away his motorbike.

Critically injured Atiq was
taken to a nearby hospital
and then shifted to the
DMCH.

Earlier, a gang of crimi-
nals snatched a microbus
from the same area by shoot-
ingitsdriver last week.

Police recovered
beheaded bodies of two
youths from a bush beside
Dhaka-Aricha Highway near
the dairy farm at Savar
Cantonment at about
10:00am.

Locals noticed the bodies
inthe morning and informed
the police.

The bodies bore numer-
ous injury marks, said
sources.

Assistant Superintendent
of Police (Circle) Jahangir
Alam said the deceased aged
between 25 and 30 could not
be identified and none has
contacted them to take the
bodies.

Gaziul better
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Sujata requested all to pray for
early recovery of her father.

Leaders of Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote greeted Gaziul
Haque on his 82nd birthday
and visited him at Square
Hospital. They also arranged a
doa mahfil in front of the
hospital and prayed for his
earlyrecovery.

Haque, who has been
suffering from diabetes, heart
disease and old age complica-
tions, was hospitalised on
Wednesday morning as his
condition deteriorated.

Born on February 13, 1929,
Haque played a leading role in
the 1952 Language Movement.
He was also a valiant freedom
fighter and fought bravely in
the Bogra frontine.

Haque, a member of the
advisory committee of the AL,
also took part in the mass
upsurge of 1969 and anti-
autocratic movement in 1990,

FROM PAGE 16

scene, but despite what one
local official called "heroic”
efforts, were unable to get to the
passengers and crew trapped in
the inferno.

The Bombardier Dash 8
Q400 plane, operated for
Continental Airlines, came
down about five minutes before
itwas due to land in Buffalo after
a flight from Newark, New
Jersey.

New York state governor
David Paterson said "44 passen-
gers were killed along with four
crew members and at least one
personon the ground."

An Erie County official said
Continental Airlines flight 3407
crashed at 10:20 pm (0320
GMT) in Clarence Centre, New
York as it neared the runway.

Air traffic controllers desper-
ately tried to make contact with
the pilot as the plane, run by
Colgan Air for Continental,
approached Bufialo.

One controller asks another
plane to look for it, according to
a conversation aired by local
television station WGRZ. He
then asks someone to contact
police on the ground.

“This aircraft was five miles
out and now all of the sudden
we have no response from this
aircraft,” he said.

The Buffalo News newspa-
per reported 12 homes were
evacuated due to the risk from
the burning jet fuel.

County -Emergemcy
Coordinator David Bissonette
told reporters the plane have
landed righton the house.

"The fueslage of the plane
lies directly on the footprint of
the house," Bissonette said. "It
basically dove right into the top
of the house ... clearly a direct
hit.

“It's remarkable that it only
took one house, as devastating
as that was. It could have easily
wiped out that entire neigh-
bourhood in a streaking run
type of thing," he said. Nearby
homes suffered only minimal
damage.

Erie County Executive Chris
Collins told CNN television the
plane was carrying 5,800

pounds of jet fuel and turned
into a fireball onimpact.

Bissonette said the only
recognizable part of the plane
remaining is the tail.

The smouldering wreckage
was too hot for investigators to
approach and FBI agent Laurie
Bennett said the collection of
evidence would not begin until
the scene was deemed safe,

She said there was no way of
knowing what caused the crash.

One witness, who gave his
name only as Tony, told a local
television station that the Plane
flew right over his car, "nose
down.”

"Leftwing was slightly down,
pitched sideways, ifyouwill," he
said. "It was on a direct line
down."

David Luce, who lives near
the crash scene, told the Buffalo
News he heard a huge explosion
and saw flames up to 50 feet (18
meters) in the air.

"It sounded quite loud, and
then the sound stopped,” Luce
said. "“Then one or two seconds
later, there was a thunderous
explosion. I thought something
hit our house. It shook our
wholehouse.”

"There was the initial boom,
and then these cannon shots ...
these loud secondary explo-
sions, and they went on for
about 10 minutes."

After a few minutes, Luce
said he walked out to take alook
at the wreckage and saw the
house was destroyed. " v« -

"The house was already
flattened. There was no house,
just a pile of rubble and still
burning,” he said.

There was snow and sleet in
the area at the time of the crash,
whichis notunusual forthe area
this ime of year.

Continental Airlines pledged
its full support to Colgan Air, "so
that together we can provide as
much support as possible for all
concerned.”

"Our thoughts and prayers
are with all of the family mem-
bers and loved ones of those
involved in the flight 3407 trag-
edy,” the airline’'s chief execu-
tive, Larry Kellner, said in a
statement.
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Ctg bus crash
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Priyashi Mutsuddy, daughter
of Temiyo Mutsuddy, is miss-
ing.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of Bandarban Moudud
AK Quiyum Chowdhury yes-
terday said no more bodies or
injured could be rescued
yesterday and the bus could
notbe pulled outdue to lack of
equipment.

He said a toe-truck of
Roads and Highways
Department has been sum-
moned from Chittagong.

The dead students were
identified as Muhammad
Solaiman, Farzana Ali, daugh-
ter of Mohammad Ali of
Raozan, Papri Mallik, daugh-
ter of Ratan Kumar Mallik of
Raozan, Shanta Chakrabarti,
daughter of Soumit
Chakrabarti of Khulshi, Kapil
Barua Sunny, son of Chadan
Kanti Barua of Chandanaish
upazila and Mahmudul Hasan
of Sonagazi in Feni. Two
guardians Siddique Hossain
Chowdhury and his wife
Delwara Begum were also
among the dead, college
authorities said.

Most of the dead and
injured were third-year hon-
ours students of the econom-
ics department ofthe college.

Hundreds of students from
different colleges of the port
city thronged the casualty,
orthopaedics and neuro-
surgery wards of Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) to see the injured
students and to donate blood.

Sources alleged that the
accident occurred due to the
driver's lack of experience on
hillyroads.

Chittagong Government
College Principal Md Abu Jafar
also said the bus driver was
not familiar with the hilly
road. He said all the five buses
hired for the picnic usually ply
on Chittagong-Cox's Bazar
route,

The college authorities in a
meeting last afternoon
decided to observe a three-
day mourning from today and
all exams scheduled for today
and tomorrow were cancelled.

A three-member probe
body led by an associate pro-
fessor of physics department
was formed to investigate the
matter.

Industries Minister Dilip
Barua, State Minister for
Foreign Ministry Hasan
Mahmud Chowdhury and
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury visited the injured
students atthe CMCH.

Three books:

FROM PAGE 16

The decision toreintroduce the
books was taken at the monthly
coordination meeting of the
foundation on Monday.

It also decided to publish
research books and biographies
related to Islami Tahzeeb-
Tamuddin of Bangabandhu.

The meeting was told that
Bangabandhu had estab-
lished Islamic Foundation for
propagation and expansion of
the holy religion Islam
through an ordinance on
March 28, 1975.

It was possible on the part
of a devout Muslim and coura-
geous personality like
Bangabandhu to establish
such an organisation at that
time with government fund,
the press release said.

Bangabandhu's love for
Islam, political wisdom, ideol-
ogy, farsightedness, patrio-
tism and human feelings were
flourished and bloomed like
polestar in the history of
Bengalination.

Writers and intellectuals
have been requested to sub-
mit scripts on the life and
works of Bangabandhu to the
publication department of
Islamic Foundation, it said.

Taiwanese
reluctant to
marry amid
slowdown

AFP, Taipei

An overwhelming 82 per-
cent of Taiwanese people
who are in relationships do
not plan to get married this
year, mainly because of lack
of money and the economic
downturn, a poll showed
yesterday.

Nearly half of respon-
dents reluctant to tie the
knot cited financial woes
while 31.77 percent of them
said their relationships were
unsteady and 23.1 percent
wanted to focus on work
first, the poll by online job
bank 1111 found.

"Money is the biggest
challenge when it comes to
marriage in the recession...
The traditional concept of
starting a family before
building the career has been
reversed,"” the survey said.

In addition, 37.19 per-
cent of the 1,489 people
surveyed between late
January and early February
said they would not cele-
brate Valentine's Day this
year because of the eco-
NoOmic crisis.

Of those who did have
celebration plans, 48 per-
cent said they would econo-
mise this year while 71

percent intended to spend
no more than 2,000 Taiwan
dollars (59 US) on gifts and
meals,

Taiwan has been hit hard
by the global downturn,
with jobless rates reaching
an all-time high as export
figures suffered a record
plungeinrecentmonths.

CCTV cameras
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the police control room man-
agement helping it detect the
locations of on-duty police
vehicles.

A special device will be
installed in police vehicles for
the AVLS.

The DMP Commissioner
said C3S would be capable of
monitoring the performance of
on-duty police teams at the
places of occurrences.

‘Drivérs' can éasily coime to
know about the conditions of
traffic movements on the roads
they are plying their vehicles
with the help of messageson the
display boards and have neces-
sary guidelines.

Police sources said messages
on the boards will be provided
from the police control room
and on-duty police men will be
able to handle the traffic grid-
lock effectively with the help of
the message.

Assistant Inspector General
(AIG) Telecom of Police
Mohammad Abdul Alim
Mahmud said the AVLS would
be very effective as the control
room with its help can easily
find the location of police vehi-
cles and send them to the spot of
occurrence immediately.

He said DMP is also going to
introduce digital mapping of
the city for the smooth and
effective operation of those
modern sophisticated devices
and instruments.

Separate building for C3s,
motor transport, mail police
barrack and female police
barrackwill also be constructed,
DMP sources said.

It also said the works of
installing CCTVs, message
display boards and construc-
tion of new buildings began in
July2007. -

Festive mood

FROM PAGE 16

enforcers to open extra gates at
the fair venue to handle the huge
crowd.

Despite the rush, the book
lovers, mostly young, waited in

ueues with their giends and
amily members with great
enthusiasm.

Security measures were
strengthened at the fair venue to
avertanyuntoward incident.

A good number of writers
visited the fair and participated
in book launching programmes.
A total of 19 new books were
unveiled at the fairyesterday.

Booksellers of various pub-
lishing houses said they made
the highest sale of books yester-
day at the fair since it began on
Februaryl.

A huge number of book
lovers thronged the bookstalls of
the publishing houses that
broughtout new books of popu-
larwriters.

A total of 159 new books
arrived at the fair yesterday
which include 'Bonkusumpur
Rahasya' by Ali Imam, 'Sheikh
Mugb Bangladesher Arek Nam'
3‘ r Atiur Rahman, ' kjon

', by Dhrubo Esh, 'Kar Jokes',
by Ahsan Habib, 'Jahurar Bari'
and 'Desh-Bidesh' by Rahat
Khan, 'Nattokalar Bhumika' by
Golam Sarwar, ‘Apni Ki Janten'
_I}qr Urpnl Shuvro, 'Londoner

cket’ by Mostafa Mamun,
‘Antu and Aquarium' by Faridur
Reza Sagar and 'Last War on the
Mars' by Shafiq Safi,

The gates at the fair venue
were opened at 11:00am, four
hours earlier than usual, for
weekly holiday yesterday. The
gates will be opened at the same
time today.

Rohingya migrants
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towing them out into the open

ocean.

"And if I can have the evi-
dence as to exactly who did
this I will certainly bring them
toaccount,” hesaid.

Hundreds of Rohingya
have beenrescued in

Indian and Indonesian
waters in recent weeks, some
covered with welts. They have
said they were detained and
beaten before being set adrift
with few supplies by Thai
security forces.

Rights groups fear scores
may have perished. A photo-
graph apparently showing the
Thai army towing refugees out
to sea has been published in
the media and similar images
were shown by CNN on Friday.

Abhisit however dismissed
the Rohingya's claims that they
are fleeing poverty and repres-
sion in military-ruled Myanmar,
insisting that they were eco-
nomic migrants who were
posingastrain onThailand.

"I believe that at times
when there is... a lot of pres-
sure in terms of the numbers
of these people coming in,
there are attempts to try to let
these people drift to other
shores,” Abhisitsaid.

"The one thing that is clear
is that when these procedures
do occur it is done on the

understanding that there is
enoughh food and water sup-
plied," he added.

Many of the migrants have
told of being set adrift with
minimal supplies to eat and
drink.

Thailand has previously
denied all allegations of cru-
elty but the issue has caused
embarrassment for its fledg-
ling government.

Itissettobediscussed atan
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations summit in
Thailand later this month.

Abhisit later said that in the
CNN interview he was only
referring to Thai authorities
letting migrant vessels drift
elsewhere.

"I have not admitted that
Thai authorities have pushed
these people out," he told
reporters. "I told them that
there was a case of a Rohingya
boat set adrift to allow it to
wash ashore.”

He said Thailand was work-
ing with countries in the
region and with the United
Nations refugee agency to
solve the Rohingyaissue.

"We want to reaffirm with
the international community
and international media that,
whether boats were set adrift
or pushed out, from investiga-
tions there was no violation of
humanrights,” he said.

Banani BNP Palli
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property in the capital are
not eligible to get Rajuk
plots. But some of the
allottees own land property
in the capital.

Though applications were
sought through an open
announcement for the plotsin
2004 and around 3,000 people
applied, only influential BNP
ministers, state ministers,
lawmakers and BNP-leaning
intellectuals got those at the
fag-end of BNP rule.

Former mayors of Rajshahi
and Barisal Mizanur Rahman
Minu and Mojibur Rahman
Sarwar, MP will be the next-
door neighbours in Banani.
Houses of former BNP state
ministers Alamgir Kabir and
Prof Rezaul Karim of
Narayanganj are also next to
eachother.

Besides, former state min-
isters Fazlur Rahman Patal,
Ruhul Quddus Talukder Dulu,
former lawmaker Md
Alauddin, and former DU
vice-chancellor Prof

‘Maniruzzanfan Miah  have

already raised six-storey
housesontheirland.

Their caretakers are taking
care of the under construction
buildings.

Mostof the allottees started
the construction even before
registration or paying the
instalments. Some of them are
behind bars but have man-
aged to have the land regis-
tered in theirnames.

Among the allottees,
Lutfozzaman Babar and
Salauddin of Demra did not
take their plots, Rajuk sources
say. They add former housing
minister Mirza Abbas influ-
enced the authorities to allota
plot for his brother's wife
Masuda Akram.

The Daily Star had run a
report on the matter during
the four-party rule in which
the then Rajuk chairman said,
"Applying for allotment of the
Gulshan-Banani land is open
to all. But it is natural that we
have to give priority to minis-
ters, lawmakers and judges.
And the number of plots is
very limited."

Of the 50 plots, Rajuk allot-
ted five to ministers, 10 to state
ministers, two to mayors, 24 to
BNP lawmakers and two to
Awami League and Jatiya Party
lawmakers.

Besides, a former vice-
chancellor, a former adwviser to
the foreign ministry, son of the

president, sister-in-law of
Mirza Abbas, and three busi-
nessmen known to be close to
Hawa Bhaban also got plots.

The former state ministers
are Alamgir Kabir, Fazlur
Rahman Patal, Barkatullah
Bulu, Lutfar Rahman Khan
Azad, Mir Mohammad Nasir
Uddin, ANM Ehsanul Haq
Milon, Lutfozzaman Babar,
Selima Rahman, Ruhul
Quddus Talukder Dulu, and
Asadul Habib Dulu.

Imtiaz Ahmed, son of
former president Jajuddin
Ahmed, Mofikul Hasan Tripty,
BNP's central office secretary
who is known as very close to
Hawa Bhaban, Ahsan Habib
from Narsingdi, Hasan Reza, a
businessman, and Reaz
Rahman, former adviser to the
foreign ministry, also got plots
in '‘Banani BNP Palﬁ' [(BNP
Village].

Former BNP lawmakers
who got plots are M Naser
Rahman, son of former
finance minister Saifur
Rahman, Major. (tetd) Sayeed
Eskander, brother of former
prime minister and BNP chief
Khaleda Zia, Shahidul Islam,
Moshiur Rahman, Shahidul
Alam Talukder, Shajahan
Chowdhury, Mojibor Rahman
Monzu, Md Hafiz Ibrahim,
Nazim Uddin Alam, M Ilias Ali,
Fazlul Haq Milon, Moazzem
Hossain Alal, Abul Hossain
Khan, Abdul Hai, Abul Khayer
Bhuiyan, Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Annie, Alamgir
Haider Khan, Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu, Salahuddin
Ahmed, Kabir Hossain, Nadim
Mostafa, Khairul Kabir
Khokon, late Shamsuddin
Ahmed Eshak, and Habibul
Islam Habib.

Former lawmakers
Hafizuddin Ahmed of
Thakurgaon from Jatiya Party
and Hamida Banu Shova of
Nilphamari from Awami
Leaguealso gotplots.

The caretaker govern-
ment on February 26, 2007
suspended allotment of 50
plots in Banani, 50 plots in
Uttara, 48 plots in Tongi
Industrial Area, three institu-
tional plots in Uttara
Residential Area, 534 plots in
Badda rehabilitation project
and one institutional plot in
Nikunja Residential Area,
Rajuk sources say.

The government on
January 29 last year condi-
tionally lifted the suspension
on 338 plots.

India, US tighten
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Dennis Blair said the best way
forward was for Islamabad to
clamp down seriously on
[slamic militants,

The best Indian-Pakistani
efforts to improve relations
"could unravel unless
Islamabad takes sustained,
concrete, meaningful steps to
allay Indian concerns about
Islamabad's support to anti-
Indian militant groups,” Blair
said.

Otherwise, he warned,
India could feel compelled to
ignite a wider conflict in a
region which Washington
considers a front line in the war
onal-Qaedaand the Taliban.

Pakistan's intelligence
agency, with US supEurt.
bankrolled jihad groups fight-
ing Soviet troops in
Afghanistan in the '1980s,
convinced that shoring up a
western support base would
counter the perceived threat
from India.

In 2002, then military ruler
Pervez Musharraf banned the
LeT and other groups fighting
against Indian-rule in Kashmir,
under pressure from the
United States, after an attack
ontheIndian parliament.

But the extremist presence
has mushroomed in Pakistan,
with an expanding network of
thousands of madrasas
believed to be recruiting for
militants, and Taliban and al-

Qaeda fighters who fled the
2001 US-led invasion of
Afghanistan.

Pakistan has come under
massive Western pressure to
rein in al-Qaeda militants
along the border with
Afghanistan, where its under-
equipped military has waged
multiple offensives against
Taliban fighters but with no
imminent sign of success.

Some commentators drew
a link between the announce-
ment about the arrests and
this week's regional tour by US
envoy Richard Holbrooke as
Washington seeks to bind
Islamabad into a new strategy
to turn around the war against
militants.

"It is obviously linked with
Holbrooke's visit and the
registration of cases was made
public before he reached New
Delhi," Islamabad-based
analyst Anees Jillani said.

There was genuine surprise
in New Delhi at what some
saw as an unprecedented U-
turn by Islamabad.

"Pak blinks, finally” ran the
front page banner headline in
the Times of India.

"The confession surprised
many because it came close
on the heels of a series of red
herrings which suggested that
Islamabad ... would point its
finger at organisations not
active on its territory," the
Times said.
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