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Irrigation problem hits Boro

farming in Panchagarh

Power shortage hampers functioning of deep tube-wells
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Boro fields in Barashashi union under Boda upazila in Panchagarh district drying for want of irriga-
tion as scanty electricity supply hampers functioning of deep tube-wells in the area.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, from
Thakurgaon

Prospect of Irri-Boro cultiva-
tion in Boda and Debiganj
upazilas in Panchagarh dis-
trict has become bleak as large
areas of land cannot be irri-
gated due to shortage of elec-
tricity supply.

With drastic fall in electric-
ity supply in the district,
power-run tube-wells, both
deep and shallow, can lift only
alittle water.

Cracks developed on Boro
fields on hundreds of acres of
land in Barashashi and adja-
cent unions under Boda
upazila for want of irrigation
as deep tube-wells in the
areas, conducted by Barind
Multipurpose Development
Authority, failed to lift water
from under ground due to low
voltage of power during the
last 15 days.

“After planting we were

“ablefo'irnpate Boro field only

for one day as the Barrind's
No.l deep tube-well failed to
lift water due to low voltage of
power during last 15 days.
Dried up Boro field has devel-
oped cracks. Our Boro plants
will dry up within days if the
situation continues,” said
Abdur Rashid and Abul
Kashem, small farmers of
Mohishbathan village in
Barashashi union under Boda
upazila.

“We fear huge loss in the
current season as we cannot
afford to irrigate our Boro field
with diesel-run shallow
pumps,” they said.

“I cultivated Boro on three-
bigha of land by taking loan
from an NGO but am now
facing trouble, as deep tube-
well failed to supply water
required water,” Waliur
Rahman, a small farmer of the
same area, told this corre-
spondent.

“Several times we informed
officials, of Barind

Multipurpose Development
Authority of the matter but got
no response to solve the prob-
lem,"” Omar Faruq, another
farmerofthearea, said.

Duiing a recent visit to the
areas, this correspondent saw
that many farmers prepared
their land but they are yet to
sow Boro plant due to lack of
irrigation facilities as deep
tube-wells failed to supply
waler.

“The problem arises due to
low voltage of power. We have
nothing to do in this regard,” a
sub-assistant engineer at
Boda office of Barind
Multipurpose Development
Authority said.

DAE officials said they have
set target to cultivate Boro on
about 43,380 hectares of land
in the current season with the
production target of 1,96,682
tonnes. About 40 percent of
the land depends on power-
run pumps for irrigation.

Conneetion to about 1400

power-run shallow pumps
was given in the district, dep-
uty general manager of Rural
Electrification Board in
Panchagarh said.

Power supply for irrigation
in Boda and Debiganj upazilas
is awfully scanty as only 4-5
megawatt (MW) is available
onanaverage aday against the
requirement of 18 MW, he
said, adding that stoppage of
power generation in
Thakurgaon Power Station
caused the situation.

Every day power remains
off for 14-16 hours in the two
upazilas, he said.

The Boro farmers who had
earlier eyed good yield of
paddy due to smooth supply
of fertilisers and reduction of
its prices have now become
frustrated due to shortage of
power supply for irrigation in
thedistrict.

Our Dinajpur Corres-
pondent adds: Hundreds of
farmers yesterday blocked the
Dinajpur-Rangpur highway
snapping road communica-
tion for three hours from 11
am to 1 pm at Bekipur in
Chirirbandar upazila
demanding water to irrigate
their paddy fields, police said.

Being informed,
Chirirbandar Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Anarkoli
Mahbub rushed to the spot
with a contingent of police
force. Agitating farmers with-
drew their programme as the
UNO assured them of taking
necessary measures in this
regard.

Alakdihi Union Parisad
Chairman Tariqul Islam said
the farmers had been facing
crisis of water since onset of
the IRRI-Boro cultivation
season. The situation wors-
ened in recent days due to
erratic power supply as well as
drying of canals, he added.
Chirirbandar UNO said farm-
ers are unable to operate their
power pumps due to shortage
of power. by hi
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SAJEDA MURDER
Charges pressed
against 16

1n Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira.

Charges have been pressed
against 16 people for killing a
woman at Taluigachha village
in Sadar upazila of the district
lastyear.

Sub-Inspector Asadul
Islam of Sadar Police Station,
also investigation officer of the
case (I0), submitted the
charge sheet to the chief judi-
cial magistrate's court,
Satkhira, yesterday.

The accused are Aminur
Rahman, Mizanur Rahman,
Abdul Karim Gain, Aminur
Rahman Gain, Ainal Sardar,
Sultan Gazi, Mosharraf
Hossain, Sohrab Hossain,
Khalilur Rahman, Khairul
Islam, Yakub Ali, Mazeda
Begum, Ashura Khatun and
Marufa Khatun of village
Kakdanga, Kamal Uddin of
village Boalia and Kamrul
Islam of village Hijaldi in
Kalaroa upazila.

Of them, Sultan Gazi and
Mosharraf Hossain are now in
jail while the rest have been
absconding since filing of a
muder case by Ayub Ali with
Sadar Police Station.

In the charge sheet, the
investigation officer stated
that the accused swooped on
Ayub Ali of village Taluigachha
in Sadar upazila while he was
harvesting paddy froimn a
disputed land on November 2,
2008. As Sajeda Khatun, 26,
daughter of Ayub Ali, came to
rescue her father, the accused
killed her.

BDR, BSF decide
to resolve issues
peacefully

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

A sector commander level
coordination meeting between
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) :nd
Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) was held in Ramgarh
municipality under the same
upazilaonThursday.

Issues like border crimes,
identification of border and
river control were discussed at

the meeting where they

decided to maintain peaceful | *

co-existence for resolving the
issues in a peaceful manner,
official sources said,
Khagrachhari BDR Sector
Commander Colonel Showkat
Imam led the Bangladesh team
while Udoypur BSF Sector
Commander Kowlash Chanda

led the 13-memberIndian team.

Supply gas to Khulna from
Shahabazar in Bhola

Speakers demand at meeting

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Speakers at a view exchange
meeting yesterday under-
scored the need for installa-
tion of 150 kilometre long
pipelines from Shahabazar in
Bholadistrictfor gas supplyto
Khulna.

Present stock of gas in two
wells at Shahabajpuris able to
supply it on long-term basis
in Khulna region including
Barisal, Pirojpur and
Bagerhat, they said at the
meeting held at Purbanchal
Dialogue Centre (PDC) at
4:00pm.

South-western region
including greater Khulna
will economically develop if
gas supply is ensured
*“iou. " pipelines from
Bhola, Liakat ali, editor of
Dainik Purbanchal, chair-
man of Khulna WASA and
convenor of Greater Khulna
Development Action
Coordination Committee
(GKDACC), said in his presi-
dential speech at the meet-
ing.

In absence of gas supply
through pipelines in south-
western region of the coun-

try, foreign exchange earning
jute industries, newsprint
mills, hardboard mills and a
cable factory have now
become sick and losing
enterprises as they fail to
cope with higher production
cost, he said.

Film show to
raise fund for
sick RU student

RU CORRESPONDENT

A two-day film show began at
Momtaj Uddin Arts buildingon
Rajshahi University (RU) cam-
pus yesterday to raise fund for
treatment of Atul Chandra, a
third year student of History
Department who has been
suffering from spinal diseases.

RU unit of Prothom Alo
Bandhu Sabha organised the
show.

RU Psychology Department
teacher Prof Shamsuddin Ilias,
also adviser of Bandhu Sabha
opened the show.

An amount of Tk 3 lakh will
be needed for his treatment,
the organisers said adding,
five local and foreign movies
willbe screened in two days.

“The government has a
plan to supply gas through
pipelines to Khulna by 2010
with financial assistance of
Asian Development Bank but
implementation of the plan
may be delayed due to some
reasons. Ensuring gas supply
to Khulna through pipelines
from two gas blocs at
Shabajpur can meet domes-
tic and industrial needs in
south-western region,” he
said.

Liakatalso emphasised the
need for construction of
Padma bridge for develop-
ment of communication
network in the south-western
region.

Prominent civil rights
leader Sheikh Abdul Mannan,
Prof Dr Salekuzzaman of
Khulna University, Prof Dr
Mihir Ranjan Halder of
Khulna University of
Engineering and Technology
(KUET) and former Secretary
General of GKDACC Sheikh
Ashrafuzzaman, addressed
the meeting, among others.

Iwenty-eight of 41 ward
councillors also attended the
meeting.
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Storing of used plastic items on house roofs adds to environment pollution in Khagrachhari town.
The photo was taken from Bus Terminal area.

NATIONAL,

Outlaw shot
dead in
Kushtia

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtla

Advgional leader of outlawed
New Biplobi Communist Party
(NBCP) was shot dead by
unidentified assailants at
Charbiharia village under
Khoksa upazila of the district
on Thursday night.

The dead was identified as
Bikash Kumar Bose, 36, son of
Bipul Kumar Bose of Mulgram
village in Kumarkhali upazila,

Bikash was a close associ-
ate of NBCP chief Akidil
Hossain who was killed in a
‘shootout' with police in
February 1 lastyear.

According to police, a gang
of 5 to 6 shot Bidkash in the
chest and abdomen and left
the scene, Hedied instantly,

Hearing gunshots, locals
rushed to the spot and found
Bikash lying in a pool of
blood. On information, police

rushed to the village, recov-

ered the body and sent it to
Kushtia Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

No one was arrested in
connection with the killing as
of 7:00pm yesterday:.

50 hurt as bus
falls into ditch

In Cox's Bazar

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

At least 50 college students
including two teachers were
wounded as a picnic bus of
Cox's Bazar Government
College fell into a 10 feet ditch
beside Cox's-Bazar-Teknaf
Marine Drive Road yesterday.

Twenty-three of the
wounded, five of them criti-
cally, were admitted to Cox's
Bazar Government Hospital.

Later, three of the critically
wounded students Sharmin
Jahan Sweety, Nasrin and
Urmee, were shifted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital as their condition
worsened.

The accident occurred at
about 10:00 when the bus
carrying about 100 students
and teachers of the college fell

‘Anto theditehasus driger lost |

control over the steering while
crossing Rejukhal Bridge,
police and witnesses said.
Other wounded are
Principal Babul Kanti Pal,
teacher Biplob Kumar Saha
and his son Pritam Saha,
students Nahid Akhtar, Razia
Sultana, Rabeya Ferdous,
Taslima Akhtar, Manu Rani,
Farzanaand Azia Akhtar.

Trader abducted
in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPNDENT, Khulna

Unidentified criminals kid-
napped a trader from South
Central Road in the city on
Thursday morning and then
demanded Tk 20 lakh as ran-
som forhisrelease.

Police quoted family
sources as saying that a gang
of criminals picked up the
victim, MA Wahid, 80, a jhut
(byproduct of garment fac-
tory) trader, from in front of
his residence at around
8:00am and left the scene.

Wahid's son Tariqul Islam
Zahir, general secretary of
Khulna city Jubo Dal, filed a
GD (general diary) with
Khulna Sadar Police Station at
around 9:00pm.

He stated in the GD that he
had received a call over
cellphone from the kidnap-
pers who demanded Tk 20
lakh for his father's release. He
said the gang also threatened
to kill his father if he failed to
paytheransom.

The law enforcers could
notrescue Wahid as of 6:00pm
yesterday.

Release of
UPDF leader
demanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

United People's Democratic
Front (UPDF), an anti-peace
treaty organisation, yesterday
demanded immediate release
of its central committee mem-
ber Sachib Chakma who was
arrested by army from
Bagachhara in Rangamati
district on charge of killing and
abduction on February 06.

UPDF demanded this
through a press statement
signed by District Pahari
Chhatra Parishad secretary
Arpon Chakma.

Terming Sachib innocent,
the statement said previously
many innocent indigenous
people Were arrested in a simi-
lar style. It has threatened to
launch a greater agitation if the
UPDEFleaderis not freed soon.

@he Baily Star

SUNDARBANS DAY TODAY
'Save biodiversity of world's

largest mangrove forest'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

The 8th Sundarbans Day will
be observed in Khulna,
Satkhira, Bagerhat, Pirojpur,
Barguna and Narail districts
today through observance of
different programmes.

The programmes include
cultural functions and dis-
cussion meetings on world's
largest mangrove forest.

On the occasion, a chil-
dren's painting competition
was held at Rupantar audito-
rium in the city yesterday
morning. Children from
different academic institu-
tions took partin the contest.

Meanwhile, Executive
Director of the Sundarbans
Academy Prof Anwarul Kadir
at a press conference here
yesterday demanded full
implementation of the
Khulna Declaration to save
biodiversity of the forest.

The Khulna Declaration
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Criss-crpssed by [ive[sLand adorned with a variety of flora and fauna, the Sundarbans i

was announced on Ferbruary
14, 2001 at the national con-
vention on the Sundarbans
inaugurated by the then
president Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

The declaration, which
contains 18 recommenda-
tions to save the Sundarbans
and its bilodiversity from
extinction, is yet to be imple-
mented.

The recommendations
include improvement of law
and order in the Sundarbans
to protect its biodiversity,
stoppage of killing its animals
including deer and tiger,
positive move to make it a
suitable tourist spot, dredging
of canals and rivers passing by
and through the forest and
formation of a watchdog body
comprising experienced
forest officials, environmen-
talists, researchers, NGOs and
public representatives with a
view to saving the

Sundarbans,

The executive director of
Sundarbans Academy
accused the ; ast four-party
alliance government and a
section of officials of
Sundarbans Forest Division
of not implementing any of
the recommendations of
Khulna Declaration.

He urged the present
government to take neces-
sary steps to save the
Sundarbans from looters,
poachers, criminals and
corrupt officials.

“Sundarbans is not only a
revenue earning source of the
government but also a shield
to protect the country's
south-western region from
onslaught of natural disas-
ters. It also serves as a source
of livelihood for several thou-
sand people,” said the execu-
tive director of the
Sundarbans Academy.

PHOTO: STAR

s a grgat

attraction for tourists but much s to be done to save the world’s largest mangrove forest.
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