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Pushpa Rath: Bidding farewell to
the departed with flowers

—

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari
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'Pushpa Rath' (literally meaning 'chariot of flowers') a
tradition that originated in neighboring Myanmar, has
become a part of cultural practices in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT).

According to sources, the tradition of Pushpa Rath, was
introduced in this region some 20/30 years back. The practice
was initiated as homage to the departed souls of "BanaVante"
(highest spiritual leader of the Buddhist community in CHT),
local kings and their family members. The custom "Pushpa
Rath'is performed priorto the cremation.

The Rath, usually made with bamboo, coloured paper
and other decorative items, follows the form of Buddhist
pagodas. It is pulled by some 15/20 young men, who also
dance on the occasion, sources confirmed.
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WATSAN Mela a
cultural fiesta

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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A recent three-day fair, titled '
WATSAN Mela’, attracted much
attention through its interesting
cultural events to build public
awareness about water and
sanitation. The fair was held at
the premises of Shambhuganj
UC High School in Sadar
Upazila. Deputy Commissioner
of Mymensingh, Ziaur Rahman
Khan was present on the
occasion.

The cultural events included
discussions, songs, dance
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